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Pickle's	travelling	show	is	ready	to	go	on	tour	for	the	new	season.	Herbert	Pickle	the	showman	is	keen	to	get	going	and	gathers	everyone	together.	We	meet	his	family	including	Professor	Pickle	the	inventor;	the	performers	enter	and	move	through	the	audience	demonstrating	their	skills.	Finally	Herbert's	melodramatic	wife,	Petunia	Pickle	appears
after	a	delay	and	the	cast	sing	the	opening	number	Get	This	Show	On	The	Road.	The	backdrop	reveals	brightly	coloured	show	trailers	and	wagons	with	the	new	name	of	the	show:	"Pickle's	Perambulating	Palace	of	Performers".	After	the	song,	the	Pickle	children,	Lily	and	Branston,	discuss	the	show's	new	name	and	how	worried	Herbert	is	about	the
future	of	his	show,	as	many	shows	are	mysteriously	going	out	of	business.	Prof	enters	with	Herbert	to	explain	that	he	has	been	neglecting	their	usual	scientific	exhibitions	because	he	is	working	on	something	else	that	will	make	their	fortune.	Unseen	by	the	cast,	a	sinister	figure	in	a	dark	cloak	sneaks	in	and	listens	to	the	conversation	about	Prof's
secret	new	invention.	A	young	girl,	Flossie	enters	asking	for	a	job	but	is	kindly	rejected	by	Herbert	as	they	have	no	work.	The	family	feel	sorry	for	her	and	Mrs	Tickle	makes	her	a	cup	of	tea	before	she	leaves.	The	scene	ends	with	the	sinister	figure,	Ratfink,	very	pleased	with	his	discovery	of	a	secret	invention	which	he	will	tell	the	"Colonel"	about.
Scene	Two	Dr	Heckle	and	Mr	Snide,	quack	doctors,	take	advantage	of	the	show	in	town,	and	set	up	their	stall	nearby.	They	sell	their	dubious	medicines	to	a	crowd	who	gather	around	them.	With	their	helpers	the	Ragamuffins,	they	advertise	their	products	in	the	song	We've	Got	The	Cure.	Ratfink	enters	and	asks	them	if	they	would	be	interested	in	a
money	making	scheme.	Heckle	and	Snide	jump	at	the	chance	and	are	invited	to	meet	Colonel	Obadiah	Blastpipe	at	the	old	engine	sheds,	the	following	evening.	Scene	Three	The	Pickles	put	on	their	first	performance:	singing	cats,	clowns	and	a	gladiator	routine	with	the	strongman	and	Prof's	giant	magnet.	Scene	Four	Heckle	and	Snide	arrive	at	the	old
engine	sheds	to	find	a	worker	struggling	with	an	elephant	off	stage.	Various	workers	(the	cogs)	move	robotically	working	with	metallic	objects.	Ratfink	greets	them	and	the	wacky	Colonel	Obadiah	Blastpipe	introduces	himself	in	the	song	Obadiah.	Blastpipe	tells	Heckle	and	Snide	of	his	plan	to	own	the	most	amazing	show	on	Earth:	The	Great
Steampunk	Spectacular!	He	has	already	stolen	various	creatures	from	other	shows	and	caused	the	collapse	of	many	different	circuses	and	travelling	shows;	but	science	is	the	way	forward	for	showmen	and	he	is	still	looking	for	some	amazing	inventions.	He	wants	Heckle	and	Snide	to	sabotage	the	Pickle's	show	and	steal	Prof's	secret	invention.	Heckle
and	Snide	readily	agree.	Scene	Five	The	Pickles	stage	another	show.	Branston	begins	with	his	flea	circus	which	goes	well,	then	Harry	Houdidit	the	escapologist	comes	on	to	do	his	routine.	However	his	straitjacket	has	been	tampered	with	and	he	has	to	hop	off	stage	to	boos	from	the	audience.	Herbert	quickly	introduces	the	next	act,	the	Wild	West
show,	to	be	told	that	Buffalo	Bill	has	been	tied	up	backstage.	Very	embarrassed,	Herbert	introduces	the	ventriloquist	Victor	Chatterson	to	be	told	that	he's	been	bound	and	gagged.	Finally	the	dogs	are	let	out,	they	chase	the	cats	and	everything	descends	into	chaos.	The	show	is	booed	offstage.	Backstage	the	family	examine	the	damage,	and	sing	The
Show	Goes	On.	Prof	enters	after	the	song	to	announce	that	the	saboteurs	couldn't	get	into	his	trailer,	and	all	his	inventions	are	safe.	To	cheer	up	Herbert,	he	reveals	his	secret	invention,	but	won't	tell	the	others.	Lily	and	Branston	find	a	packet	label	on	the	floor	that	reads	"Pimple	Poultice".	They	determine	to	go	shopping	the	next	day.	Heckle	and
Snide	prepare	their	stall	for	the	day	where	they	are	featuring	moustache	trainers	and	artificial	teeth.	They	have	given	Flossie	a	job	because	she	has	beautiful	teeth	and	they	will	use	her	to	advertise	their	products.	The	"Kaiser"	moustache	exhibition	is	performed	with	the	help	of	the	Ragamuffins	then	Flossie	comes	on	to	sing	the	ballad	Artificial	Teeth,
aided	by	Heckle	and	Snide	in	the	chorus.	As	the	public	start	to	purchase	the	products	Flossie	meets	up	with	Lily	and	Branston,	who	tell	her	that	their	show	had	been	sabotaged	the	night	before.	Flossie	has	some	notion	of	what	might	have	happened	and	says	that	she	will	come	to	Mrs	Tickle's	trailer	that	evening.	Scene	Seven	Obadiah	is	holding	a
Dragon's	Den	scenario	to	collect	more	inventions.	A	group	of	prospective	inventors	waiting	to	see	Obadiah,	sing	What	An	Invention.	Ratfink	and	Obadiah	become	increasingly	fed	up	at	the	useless	inventions	on	offer,	then	see	Mrs	Tickle	and	her	"flying	dusters".	Mrs	Tickle	is	dismissed	angrily	when	they	discover	it	is	a	cleaning	business	not	an
invention,	but	she	listens	to	their	conversations	and	gets	evidence	of	their	evil	deeds.	Lily,	Branston	and	Flossie	enter	to	help	Mrs	Tickle	who	tells	them	that	apart	from	stealing	inventions	and	ruining	shows,	Obadiah	is	also	capturing	animals	and	encasing	them	in	metal	plating	and	chains	to	create	a	mechanical	menagerie.	Flossie	is	particularly
horrified	and	reveals	that	she	is	a	great	animal	lover	and	fell	out	with	her	family	because	she	wanted	to	start	a	wildlife	park.	Heckle	and	Snide	arrive	to	tell	Obadiah	that	the	sabotage	failed	to	get	Prof's	secret	invention.	Obadiah	is	furious	and	plans	to	do	the	job	himself.	Lily,	Branston,	Flossie	and	Mrs	Tickle	leave	to	warn	Herbert	about	Obadiah's
impending	raid.	Scene	Eight	The	penultimate	scene	takes	the	form	of	a	comic	silent	film,	with	no	dialogue	just	piano	music	and	subtitle	cards.	Heckle,	Snide,	Ratfink	and	Obadiah	raid	Prof's	trailer	and	try	to	capture	him.	Petunia	reacts	in	a	melodramatic	style	and	Lily	and	Branston	are	chased	by	Heckle	and	Snide.	Flossie	saves	them	using	itching
powder	and	Lily	manages	to	grab	Obadiah's	keys.	Obadiah	chases	after	them	but	Branston	enters	with	Prof's	giant	magnet	which	attracts	all	the	metal	ornaments	on	his	outfit	and	captures	him.	The	police	enter	with	Flossie's	father	Lord	D'Enture,	and	the	villains	are	arrested.	Flossie	runs	to	her	father	and	they	are	reconciled.	Scene	Nine	The	family
meet	to	discuss	the	capture	of	Obadiah	and	his	cronies	and	it	is	revealed	that	Prof's	secret	invention	was	a	bioscope	which	filmed	the	whole	event.	Therefore	Obadiah	and	his	gang	were	caught	in	the	act	with	film	evidence	of	their	wrong	doings	and	also	provided	the	first	film	for	the	Pickle	exhibition.	Thanks	to	Prof,	Pickle's	show	now	has	the	most
amazing	scientific	curiosity	in	the	country!	Their	future	is	secure.	Flossie	introduces	her	father	to	the	Pickle	family	and	tells	them	that	he	has	agreed	to	open	a	wild	life	park	at	Denton	Abbey	(their	home),	in	which	the	circus	animals	saved	from	Obadiah	will	be	housed.	The	show	ends	with	the	family	speculating	about	the	wonders	of	silent	film	and
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