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The	National	Schools	Awards	will	return	to	the	House	of	Lords	on	December	3rd,	2025,	marking	another	year	of	celebrating	excellence	in	education.	The	event,	sponsored	by	Reed,	aims	to	recognize	the	hard	work	and	dedication	of	teaching	professionals	who	have	overcome	challenges	during	the	pandemic.	With	eight	categories,	including	Governor
of	the	Year	and	School	of	the	Year,	nominations	are	now	closed.	Ticket	holders	will	need	to	bring	their	entry	ticket,	photo	ID,	and	undergo	a	security	check	upon	entry.	The	dress	code	is	formal	business	attire,	and	all	ticket	holders	will	enjoy	complimentary	drinks	and	canapes.	To	get	a	ticket,	apply	through	the	Tes	Schools	Awards	website	or	complete
an	enquiry	form.	The	ceremony	takes	place	in	the	Cholmondeley	Room	and	Terrace	at	the	House	of	Lords,	overlooking	Parliament	Building	and	the	River	Thames.	The	event	is	free	to	enter	and	comprises	23	categories,	including	the	new	Inclusive	Trust	of	the	Year	award.	Four	new	judges	have	been	added	to	the	panel,	aiming	to	share	best	practice
and	celebrate	the	vital	work	of	schools.	of	education.	“The	shortlistid	entries	provide	a	benchmarck	of	what	is	possible	in	the	sector	and,	through	the	awards,	that	work	is	shared	so	all	schools	in	the	UK	can	benefit	and	learn	from	each	other,”	he	says.	“The	awards	also	send	a	really	clear	signal	to	the	wider	public	-	and	to	politicans	-	that	this	is	a	sector
that	changes	lives	and	that	is	constantly	innovating	to	ensure	the	best	outcoms	for	children	and	young	people.”	Entry	information	Details	of	how	to	enter	and	information	on	categories	and	judging	can	be	found	on	the	awards	homepage.	The	categories	include:	1	Pastoral	Care	Champon	Raising	confident	young	people	ready	to	live	up	to	their	potential
requires	attention	to	more	than	their	education.	We’re	looking	for	recommendations	for	pastoral	care	that	exceeds	expectations	–	whether	it’s	a	one-to-one	tutoring	system	that	can	spot	problems	like	bullying	before	they	develop,	or	a	network	of	support	which	wraps	around	students	to	make	sure	they	are	thoroughly	supported	in	mind,	body	and
spirit.	2	Mind	Champon	Many	parents’	number	one	concern	is	whether	their	child	is	feeling	OK.	The	pressures	of	the	modern	world	and	social	media	in	particular	are	leading	to	worrying	increases	in	the	amount	of	children	reporting	anxiety	and	depression.	We’d	like	to	hear	what	steps	schools	are	taking	to	ensure	that	those	students	who	are
struggling	get	the	best	possible	support.	3	Sustainability	Champon	Our	Green	Champon	will	be	a	school	where	environmental	awareness	is	a	verb,	not	a	noun.	With	the	astonishing	range	of	eco-endeavours	underway,	schools	will	have	to	impress	the	judges	with	a	really	innovative	plan,	which	puts	sustainability	and	green	concerts	at	the	heart	of	the
operation.	4	Animal	Suppport	Champon	(Sponsored	by	Farms	for	City	Children)	School	House	believes	animals	of	all	shapes	and	sizes	belong	in	our	Independent	schools	are	taking	their	charitable	work	more	seriously	than	ever	before,	with	many	partnering	with	local	academies	and	primaries	to	share	resources	and	even	lessons.	This	collaboration	is
a	signifier	of	change	in	the	sector,	as	independent	schools	strive	to	widen	their	charitable	purpose	and	make	a	positive	impact	on	their	communities.	Students	at	many	schools	are	also	benefiting	from	volunteering	opportunities	that	take	them	out	of	their	comfort	zone.	Whether	it's	an	orphanage	in	Cape	Town	or	an	elderly	persons'	home	in	London,
these	experiences	can	have	a	profound	impact	on	young	people	and	teach	them	the	value	of	doing	good	for	others.	The	Independent	Schools	of	the	Year	awards	2025	will	celebrate	the	demonstrable	benefits	of	an	independent	school	education	and	showcase	the	innovative,	caring	and	life-enhancing	student	experience.	The	awards	programme	has
become	well-established	and	is	now	one	of	the	leading	awards	in	the	sector,	providing	national	and	international	recognition	that	drives	public	profile	and	enquiries	from	prospective	parents.	This	year's	awards	will	focus	on	celebrating	the	unique	strengths	of	each	school	community,	with	25	award	categories	designed	to	capture	and	highlight	stories
of	great	work	being	undertaken	across	the	independent	school	landscape.	From	educational	technology	to	travel	and	service,	there	is	a	category	for	every	aspect	of	school	life	that	makes	an	impact.	The	Independent	Schools	of	the	Year	2025	awards	are	now	open	for	entries,	with	a	deadline	of	July	10th.	The	winners	will	be	announced	in	October,	and
we	encourage	all	schools	to	submit	their	entries	and	share	their	individual	stories.	Congratulations	to	all	our	well-deserved	winners,	who	shone	bright	at	this	years	Tes	Schools	Awards.	See	a	list	of	this	year's	winners	below,	and	relive	the	magic	of	our	glittering	gala	ceremony	in	our	photo	gallery.	The	UK’s	most	inspiring	schools,	teachers	and	trusts
have	been	named	at	the	awards,	now	in	their	17th	year.	The	best	in	state	and	independent	schools	across	early	years	settings,	primary	and	secondary	are	recognised	here.	In	the	academies	sector,	Harris	Federation	in	London	won	Trust	of	the	Year,	while	Canonium	Learning	Trust	in	Essex	took	home	the	award	for	smaller	trusts.	Oasis	Academy	South
Bank	was	crowned	Secondary	School	of	the	Year,	while	Louise	Edgerton	from	Hyndland	Secondary	School	in	Glasgow,	Scotland,	took	the	title	of	State	Headteacher	of	the	Year.	Sue	Woodroofe,	from	The	Grammar	School	at	Leeds	won	independent	headteacher	of	the	year,	and	Professor	Barnaby	Lenon,	former	head	of	Harrow	School	and	former	chair
of	the	Independent	Schools	Council,	won	the	Lifetime	Achievement	Award.	The	awards,	which	celebrate	23	award	categories,	were	announced	at	a	gala	ceremony	last	night.	Commenting	on	the	awards,	Rod	Williams,	CEO	of	Tes	said:	“A	special	congratulations	to	all	the	winners	and	finalists	at	this	year’s	Tes	Schools	Awards.	The	remarkable
achievements	of	state	and	independent	schools,	teachers,	and	trusts	that	were	celebrated	this	evening	are	a	powerful	demonstration	of	the	excellence	and	dedication	driving	UK	education.”
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