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Read	below	our	complete	notes	on	the	novel	“The	Book	Thief	”	by	Markus	Zusak.	Our	notes	cover	The	Book	Thief	summary,	themes,	characters,	and	analysis.Conflicts	have	a	long	history;	they	have	a	multitude	of	impacts	that	result	in	the	form	of	deaths,	parting	of	families,	and	other	losses	for	which	there	are	no	amends	later.	The	Book	Thief	is	a	novel
that	attempts	to	portray	a	conflict’s	story	but	from	a	different	perspective.	Markus	Zusak’s	novel	attempt	is	a	story	about	World	War	II,	in	which	not	only	human	beings	are	murdered,	but	books	are	also	damned	to	death	like	human	beings.	The	title	suggests	it	as	a	thriller,	but	the	protagonist	is	not	an	ordinary	thief,	her	spots	for	heist	are	libraries	in
Nazi	Germany.	The	protagonist,	this	way,	comes	forth	to	protect	her	fellows,	which	encapsulate	in	themselves	an	immortal	life,	i.e.,	books.Zusak	is	a	Sydney	based	writer	whose	parents	were	born	and	brought	up	in	Germany	and	Austria.	They	later	met	in	Australia	after	the	Holocaust	and	got	married.	They	faced	the	Nazi	atrocities	and	shared	all	that
they	saw	with	their	children	then.	This	novel	is	the	author’s	fifth	novel	and	was	first	published	in	2005.	It	claimed	great	fame	when	it	came	to	the	market	and	remained	in	the	New	York	Times	bestseller	list	for	about	375	weeks.	Along	with	other	awards,	it	won	Book	Sense	‘Book	of	the	Year	Award.’	A	feature	film	was	made	about	it	in	2013.In	the
author’s	native	country,	it	was	labeled	as	an	adult	novel	while	in	the	United	States,	it	was	published	as	a	crossover	novel.	When	asked	about	it,	the	author	said	that	it	was	not	his	concern	that	how	it	is	labeled;	instead,	his	motive	was	to	share	the	content,	and	it	is	happening	successfully.This	book	brings	forth	the	Nazi	treatment	of	Jews	and	non-Aryan
people.	There	are	personal	experiences	that	are	shared	fictionally.	Zusak’s	mother	was	brought	up	in	Munich,	where	the	novel	is	set	while	there	are	some	resemblances	between	his	grandfather	and	Hans	Hubermann.	It	is	probably	one	of	the	best	portrayals	of	Nazi	Germany	and	what	Nazis	did	from	1933	till	their	defeat	by	Allied	forces.There	are
some	events	that	directly	have	effects	on	the	novel	are	the	1941	German	invasion	of	Soviet	Union,	Allied	Forces’	bombings	on	Munich,	Stuttgart,	and	Molching	(which	is	a	fictional	place)	which	took	place	in	1943.It	was	written	from	2002	to	2005,	and	for	this	purpose,	the	author	visited	Germany.	It	was	partly	written	in	Germany	while	the	rest	in
Sydney,	Australia.	His	mother	told	him	a	story	regarding	a	boy	who	gave	bread	to	a	starving	Jew.	This	person	was	later	presented	as	Hans	Hubermann.The	additional	inspiration	for	Zusak,	according	to	his	interviews,	is	a	real	book	thief	in	Sydney,	and	that	forced	him	to	write	about	a	fictional	one	in	the	fictional	peripheral	town	near	Munich,	Molching.
Another	impulse	behind	it	was	his	childhood	when	his	parents	made	him	read	books	because	they	hadn’t	the	opportunity,	now	they	didn’t	want	their	children	to	lose.	More	than	a	million	copies	of	this	book	have	been	sold,	and	more	is	about	to	come,	Zusak	at	the	age	of	thirty	(in	2005,	born	1975)	has	earned	a	fame	that	is	unusual.	In	the	prologue,
death	introduces	himself	and	the	characters.	It	is	done	in	four	separate	sections.	These	are	‘Death	and	Chocolate,’	‘Beside	the	Railway	Line,’	‘The	Eclipse,’	and	‘The	Flag.’	Here	it	gives	a	brief	account	of	the	key	characters	and	the	incidents.	It	introduces	its	work	and	tells	about	the	protagonist	whom	it	saw	three	times.	Death	also	introduces	the	key
elements	of	the	novel.	It	describes	colors	and	related	them	to	life	or	death.	Death	saw	the	protagonist	for	the	first	time	in	the	train,	then	for	the	second	time	when	it	went	to	collect	the	soul	of	a	pilot	and	for	the	last	time	when	Allied	Forces	were	bombing	Germany.	In	the	ending	lines	of	prologue,	it	asks	the	reader	to	come	and	read	the	rest	of	the	story
if	he	feels	interested.In	the	first	chapter,	the	book	thief,	Liesel	Meminger,	is	shown	travelling	in	a	train	with	her	mother	and	brother.	She	is	a	nine	years	old	girl,	and	her	mother	is	taking	them	to	a	foster	family	in	Munich.	She	dreams	of	Adolf	Hitler,	and	during	this	journey,	her	brother	Werner	dies	in	train.	They	get	off	the	train	at	the	next	station	and
bury	Werner.	Here	Liesel	picks	up	a	book	that	a	gravedigger	has	mistakenly	dropped.	After	that,	they	continue	their	Journey	towards	Munich	and	reach	the	suburban	area	where	her	to-be	foster	parents	live.	They	live	on	Himmel	Street	in	Molching.	Their	names	are	Hans	Hubermann	and	Rosa	Hubermann.She	is	taken	there	because	her	father	was
arrested	for	being	Communist,	and	her	mother	is	sick.	When	she	is	taken	to	her	foster	parents,	she	thinks	of	it	as	salvation	because	it	would	be	a	serene	life.	Initially,	Mrs.	Huberman	doesn’t	like	her.	Hans	is	a	house	painter	while	Rosa	works	as	a	laundrywoman.	Rosa	calls	her	saumensch,	which	means	pig-girl,	but	later	accepts	Liesel	and	tells	her	to
call	Rosa	mama	and	Hans	Papa.		In	the	beginning,	she	feels	uneasy	because	Werner,	in	the	nightmares,	haunts	her.	She	screams	in	the	dreams,	and	Hans	is	there	to	comfort	her.	She	is	enrolled	in	the	school	but	with	children	younger	than	her.	The	reason	for	it	is	her	lower	comprehension	ability	than	other	children.	She	joins	Rosa	in	collecting	and
delivering	clothes	and	later	begins	deliveries	by	herself.	She	is	enlisted	in	‘Hitler	Youth’	which	is	an	organization	for	the	youth	to	support	the	Nazi	party.	She	receives	a	uniform	and	other	articles.She	comes	to	know	her	next-door	neighbor	Rudy	Steiner	and	becomes	her	friend.	Rudy	is	obsessed	with	the	black	American	athlete	Jesse	Owens	who	has
won	four	gold	medals	in	Berlin	Olympics.	He	tries	to	imitate	him	in	the	best	possible	way.	He,	in	a	bet,	asks	her	to	kiss,	which	she	refuses.She	is	not	relieved	of	her	brother’s	death	and	one	night	due	to	a	nightmare	wets	her	bed.	Rosa	finds	the	book	which	she	has	stolen	from	the	gravedigger	and	tells	Hans.	Hans	starts	teaching	her	alphabet,	and	she
begins	learning.	Meanwhile,	Hitler	has	attacked	Poland,	and	she	wants	to	read	the	news	in	front	of	her	class	but	fails	and	instead	reads	a	passage	from	gravedigger’s	book.	She	beats	two	of	her	classmates	because	she	thinks	they	laughed	at	her	because	of	her	failure.	This	incident	saddens	her,	and	when	she	reaches	back	home,	Hans	tries	to	comfort
her.In	this	part,	the	narrator	tells	about	the	Germans’	favorite	hobby,	which	is	to	burn	things.	It	happens	when	the	residents	of	Molching	gather	and	burn	books	at	Hitler’s	birthday	in	a	bonfire.	They	gather	the	books	authored	by	non-Aryan	writers	and	burn	them.	Liesel	is	learning	reading	and	writing,	and	in	a	little	time,	she	is	able	to	read	the	book.
On	Christmas	eve,	she	is	gifted	by	her	foster	father,	two	books.The	war	is	getting	more	serious,	and	it	has	reduced	the	Germans’	purchasing	power.	Now,	Rosa’s	customers	no	longer	want	her	to	wash	their	clothes.	When	she	goes	to	collect	it,	they	refuse	by	saying	that	they	will	do	it	at	home.	She	adopts	a	new	strategy	and	asks	Liesel	to	collect	the
clothes.	The	reason	behind	it	is	that	she	thinks	they	won’t	refuse	to	give	a	child	the	clothes,	and	thus	she	will	be	able	to	get	assignments.	In	little	time	Liesel	is	told	by	the	social	worker,	who	arranged	her	stay	at	Hubermanns,	that	she	has	lost	contact	with	her	mother.	Though	the	news	worries	still,	she	continues	to	hope	that	she	will	be	able	to	resume
the	contact.Hitler’s	birthday	is	approaching	near,	and	Hubermanns’	children	come	back	home.	Their	younger	son	is	a	Nazi	maniac	and	reproaches	his	father	for	not	loving	Hitler.	He	asks	him	to	join	the	Nazi	party	and	play	his	role	for	his	country.	He	considers	his	father	a	traitor	and	thinks	he	has	betrayed	his	country	by	painting	the	slurs	that	were
written	on	the	shops	owned	by	Jews.	He	rushes	out	of	home	in	anger	with	spitting	abuses	for	his	father.At	the	birthday	they	parade	in	the	town	and	after	that	books,	pamphlets,	magazines,	newspapers,	etc.	are	brought	and	burnt.	She	gets	out	of	the	crowd	and,	on	the	way,	finds	her	friend	Schmiekl	whom	she	had	beaten.	She	thanks	her	and	apologizes
for	his	mistake.	After	helping	him,	she	returns	and	joins	the	crowd.	Her	foster	father	is	there,	and	she	tells	him	she	hates	Hitler.	She	slaps	her	on	the	face	and	tells	her	not	ever	to	say	this	in	public.Near	the	bonfire,	there	is	a	book	left	from	being	burnt,	and	she	picks	it	stealthily.	There	she	is	seen	by	a	fluffy-haired	woman.	She	hides	it	in	her	shirt	and
takes	it	home;	it	is	The	Shoulder	Shrug.Hans	comes	to	know	about	the	book	she	has	stolen	and	promises	her	not	to	tell	about	it	to	Rosa.	In	requital,	she	tells	him	that	she	will	keep	a	secret	from	him	that	he	wants	Rosa	not	to	know.	In	the	meantime,	she	learns	that	the	woman	with	the	fluffy	hair	was	Ilsa	Hermann,	and	she	is	the	Mayor’s	wife.	After
that,	she	starts	avoiding	the	Mayor’s	home	and	doesn’t	collect	laundry	from	there.	But	later,	she	encourages	herself	to	go	there,	and	Ilsa	welcomes	her	and	takes	her	to	her	library.She	feels	amazed	to	see	the	room	filled	with	books.	She	spends	her	free	time	there	reading,	sitting	on	the	floor.	One	day	she	sees	a	name	there	in	a	book,	Johann	Hermann,
and	asks	Ilsa	about	this	name.	She	tells	her	that	he	was	her	son	and	was	killed	in	the	First	World	War.	She	tells	her	that	she	is	sorry	for	this	happening.They	also	discuss	a	Jewish	man	Max	who	is	hidden	in	a	storage	room	in	the	town	of	Stuttgart.	He	is	starving	there	to	death	but	doesn’t	want	to	leave,	and	a	German	helped	him.	He	brought	him	stale
food,	fat,	and	carrots.	He	promised	to	make	him	an	ID	card	so	that	he	may	escape.	Max	eats	a	small	portion	of	food	and	keeps	waiting	for	his	savior,	who	will	secure	a	way	out	for	him.Hans	and	Liesel	continue	to	read	the	book	she	had	stolen	on	the	night	burning	the	books.	They	read	it	together	and	come	to	know	that	it	was	about	a	Jewish	hero.	For
this	reason,	it	is	unacceptable	to	Nazis	and	is	damned	to	be	burnt.	There	is	a	shortage	of	food	due	to	the	rise	in	war	flames,	and	there	is	regulated	rationing	to	every	home.	She	and	Rudy	steal	apples	from	an	orchard,	and	for	the	first	time,	she	eats	six	apples	in	a	row.	Due	to	this,	she	falls	ill.	Later	one	day,	they	find	a	coin	on	the	road	and	go	to	a	shop
and	buy	candy	with	it,	sharing	the	licks.Max	has	got	a	fake	identity	card	which	is	given	to	him	in	Mein	Kampf,	and	he	boards	a	train.	He	is	sweating	throughout	the	way	for	fear	of	being	caught.	He	pretends	to	read	the	book	throughout	the	way.	In	the	book,	there	is	a	map	and	the	door	key	of	the	home	that	he	is	bound	to	go.	Rudy	and	Liesel	continue
their	thefts	and	one	day	plan	to	wet	the	road	so	that	the	delivery	boy	slips	and	they	steal	his	food.	They	exchange	this	food	with	the	local	shop	owner	for	a	bag	of	candies.	Max	has	arrived	in	Molching,	and	the	address	he	is	given	is	Hermanns’	house.	He	is	ready	to	unlock	the	door	and	enter	the	house.Max	arrives	there	and	is	welcomed	by	the	family.
Hans	tells	a	friend’s	story	when	he	was	fighting	in	World	War	I	as	a	soldier.	He	has	become	an	acquaintance	with	a	German	Jew	names	Erik.	He	wrote	letters	for	him	and	supported	him	there.	Later	in	the	war,	his	company,	along	with	Erik,	was	killed.	Erik	was	a	good	accordion	player.	Left	with	his	accordion	and	a	heap	of	his	memories,	he	had
decided	to	search	for	his	family	and	help	them	if	they	needed	it.He	had	found	his	family,	and	his	wife	asked	him	to	keep	the	accordion	and	told	him	to	help	her	son	if	ever	she	was	in	need.	Later	Hitler	came	to	power,	and	Jews	were	declared	unwanted	citizens.	In	1939,	their	properties	were	looted;	they	were	arrested	and	murdered.	Max,	Erik’s	son,
was	helped	by	his	father’s	friend.	After	two	years	of	living	as	a	fugitive,	he	had	come	there,	and	they	told	him	to	stay	in	the	basement.	Due	to	cold	weather,	he	would	come	and	spend	nights	on	the	ground	floor.	He	had	befriended	Liesel,	and	before	her	birthday,	he	stayed	secluded.	He	asked	her	not	to	come	to	the	basement	and	later	gave	her	a
birthday	gift.	It	was	about	his	stand-over,	and	he	had	written	it	with	wall	paint	on	pages	of	Mein	Kampf.In	the	opening	death	announces	that	Rudy	will	die	soon.	She	continues	to	visit	the	Hermanns	and	continues	reading	books	there.	When	she	is	offered	a	book,	she	refuses	to	take	it	and	responds	that	she	likes	to	read	a	few	pages	when	she	comes
there.	She	brings	newspapers	from	trash	bins	for	Max,	and	he	reads	them.	It	is	1941,	and	the	situation	is	worsening,	the	Mayor	has	asked	people	to	prepare	for	hard	times.Mrs.	Hermann	gives	her	a	letter	when	one	day	she	goes	there	to	collect	laundry.	The	letter	is	for	Rosa,	and	she	has	asked	her	not	to	send	Liesel	for	laundry	because	she	can	not
afford	it.	She	tells	Liesel	that	she	can	come	there	anytime	and	read	books.	Liesel	gets	angry	and	acts	rudely.	When	she	comes	home,	she	is	angry	over	Rosa	and	holds	her	responsible	for	all	that	has	happened.Max	fantasizes	about	having	a	boxing	match	with	Hitler	and	exercises	in	the	basement.	They	paint	more	pages	for	him	so	that	he	can	complete
his	book.	The	local	Youth	League’s	new	head	has	been	elected,	and	he	is	a	harsh	man.	Due	to	him,	Liesel	and	Rudy	leave	Youth	League	and	join	their	food-stealing	gang.	Liesel	gets	a	book,	and	the	Youth	League’s	leader	throws	it	to	a	river,	and	Rudy	jumps	to	save	it.	After	saving,	he	asks	for	a	kiss,	which	is	refused.Christmas	has	arrived,	and	Liesel
builds	a	snowman	for	Max.	She	keeps	bringing	gifts	for	him	like	wrappers,	pinecone,	feather,	etc.	Death	visits	Max	but	doesn’t	take	him.	One,	she	sees	clouds	over	a	mountain,	and	Hans	asks	her	to	give	it	to	Max	as	a	gift.	She	writes	a	description	and	puts	it	on	his	bedside.Max	stays	unconscious	due	to	weakness	and	remains	so	for	about	three	months.
She	once	visits	Hermanns	and	steals	another	book	from	there.	The	library	window	is	open;	death	says	it	is	because	Mrs.	Hermann	wants	her	to	come	there	and	steal	books.	With	Max’s	coma,	they	have	felt	that	they	get	enough	food,	but	nobody	expresses	it.One	day	in	March,	Rosa	comes	to	her	school,	and	pretending	to	be	angry	takes	her	aside.	There
she	tells	her	that	Max	has	recovered	and	is	awake.	She	is	very	much	excited	and	happy	over	this	good	news.	One	day	German	soldiers	arrive	there	to	check	for	basements	because	there	is	a	threat	that	the	enemy	will	bomb	the	city.	Liesel	hardly	manages	to	go	home	and	tells	Rosa	about	the	coming	of	military	men.	Max	stays	there	hidden	and	is	not
seen	by	the	soldier.The	prospects	of	Allied	Forces’	attacks	have	grown,	and	Hans’	job	is	the	most	needed.	He	paints	the	windows	black	so	as	to	protect	the	residents	during	the	blackout.	She	accompanies	him	to	his	workplace,	and	they	spend	time	together.	She	listens	to	the	accordion	when	he	is	free	and	plays	it.	Some	pay	him	money	for	painting	the
windows	while	some	barter	his	services	for	food	and	other	necessities.She	visits	Hermanns’	house	and	finds	a	book	propped	in	the	window.	There	is	a	letter	stuck	in	it.	It	is	from	Mrs.	Hermann,	and	she	has	told	her	that	she	expects	her	to	come	there	stealing	the	books.	The	sentence	that	astonishes	her	is	that	she	has	asked	her	to	come	to	steal	the
books	through	the	front	door.	Rudy	prepares	for	the	upcoming	Hitler	carnival	and	dreams	that	he	will	win	four	medals	like	his	ideal	but	fails.One	day	the	enemy	fighter	jets	come	for	airstrikes,	and	they	go	to	neighbors’	basement	for	their	safety,	leaving	Max	back	in	the	basement.	She	reads	a	book	there	to	the	people	gathered	there	and	is	invited	to
read	it	to	them	in	the	afternoons	for	coffee,	and	she	accepts	the	offer.Hans	has	lost	his	reputation	for	helping	a	Jew	and	for	growing	suspicions	Max	leaves.	Gestapo	comes,	and	instead	of	taking	Hans,	they	are	there	for	Rudy.At	Rudy’s	house,	men	from	the	army	arrive	and	ask	his	father	to	take	him.	His	father	refuses	to	let	him	go	and	volunteers	in	his
place.		Hans’	request	to	join	the	Nazi	party	is	accepted.	He	is	deployed	at	Essen,	where	his	duty	is	to	take	care	of	those	injured	in	the	airstrikes.	Rudy	is	infuriated	over	all	that	happened	and	resolves	to	kill	Hitler.	Liesel	goes	and	asks	him	to	come	back,	which	he	accedes.She	and	Max	take	part	in	the	Jew	processions	and	throw	bread	crumbs	so	that
the	prisoners	eat	it.	She	takes	care	of	Han’s	accordion,	Rosa,	and	continues	reading	a	book	to	her	neighbor.	She	tells	Rudy	about	the	book	that	Max	has	written.	The	name	of	the	story	that	he	has	written	is	‘The	Word	Shaker.’	It	is	about	the	power	of	words	and	how	Hitler	has	utilized	this	power.	Another	story	tells	about	a	girl	who	has	come	to	know
the	power	of	words	and	uses	it	to	protect	herself.Christmas	is	approaching,	and	Rudy	steals	a	suit	for	her	from	his	father’s	shop.	There	are	about	to	kiss	but	don’t.Rudy	and	Liesel	come	again	to	Hermanns’	to	steal	books.	This	time	Ilsa	has	left	cookies	for	them	in	the	library.	They	eat	it,	and	Liesel	leaves	a	thank	you	note	for	her.	Hans’	coworker	Zucker
dislikes	him,	blames	him	for	treason,	and	wants	to	harm	him.	They	board	trucks	for	another	place,	and	Zucker	wants	to	change	places	with	him,	which	he	accepts.	A	tire	is	punctured,	and	the	vehicle	goes	off	the	road.	Zucker	dies	of	the	broken	neck	while	Hans	breaks	his	leg.	He	is	taken	to	hospital,	and	from	there	is	ordered	to	be	deployed	in	Munich.
He	informs	Rosa	and	Liesel	regarding	it.Mrs.	Holtzapfel’s	(Liesel’s	neighbor)	son	comes	back	to	him	while	the	other	is	killed	on	the	battlefield.	Airstrikes	continue,	and	one	day,	when	the	siren	is	heard,	she	refuses	to	leave	for	the	basement,	but	after	persistent	requests	go	there.Liesel	and	Rudy	go	to	the	forest	to	see	the	plane	that	has	been	shot	down
and	is	burning.	The	pilot	is	about	to	die.	Rudy	gives	him	a	teddy	bear,	and	the	pilot	says,	‘thank	you’	in	English.Hans	comes	back	and	tells	Rosa,	Liesel,	about	his	time	at	the	war	front.Death	informs	the	readers	about	the	catastrophe	that	is	about	to	come.	Himmel	Street	will	be	bombed,	and	Liesel’s	loved	ones	will	be	killed,	including	Rudy.	Now	the
scene	turns	towards	Molching,	where	the	situation	is	becoming	normal.	The	Jews	are	paraded	still,	and	one	day	she	finds	Max	in	a	procession	being	taken.	She	runs	towards	him	and	joins	the	procession.	A	soldier	comes	and	starts	beating	her	and	Max,	but	she	refuses	to	leave.	She	reads	him	a	passage	from	‘The	Word	Shaker.’	Then	when	she	is	again
hit	by	the	soldiers,	Rudy	comes	and	takes	her	away.	Staying	unwell	for	a	few	days	and	tells	Rudy	about	Max.She	starts	going	to	Hermanns	and	continues	reading.	Then	a	few	days	later,	Molching	is	attacked	by	fighter	jets,	and	all	her	acquaintances	are	dead.	She	stays	safe	because	she	is	working	on	writing	her	story,	which	she	has	named	‘The	Book
Thief.’	She	comes	and	kisses	Rudy’s	lips,	whose	body	is	lying	on	the	rubble.	She	stands	up	and	throws	the	book	she	is	writing.	It	is	later	thrown	into	the	garbage,	but	death	comes	and	secures	it.In	this	section,	death	concludes	the	story.	It	tells	how	Liesel	died	years	after	the	war,	having	three	children	and	many	grandchildren,	living	on	Himmel	street
in	Sydney,	Australia.	He	tells	about	the	happenings	after	the	bombing	incident	that	how	she	was	taken	by	Hermanns,	and	she	lived	with	her.	Death	also	tells	about	coming	back	to	Alex,	Rudy’s	father,	and	she	often	went	to	his	shop.	In	1945	Max	came	and	joined	them	after	the	war.	In	the	end,	death	says	that	it	hasn’t	understood	human	beings,
because	they	have	different	natures.	He	ends	the	story	by	saying	that	human	beings	haunt	him.She	is	the	protagonist	of	the	novel.	She	is	a	brave	hard-working,	and	kindhearted	girl.	She	steals	books	and	loves	them.	Her	love	for	books	is	precocious,	even	before	she	has	started	learning	to	read.	She	faces	a	tough	time	when	she	learns	to	read,	Hans
Hubermann	teaches	her,	but	he	himself	has	been	to	school	till	fourth	grade.	Liesel	has	lost	both	her	parents,	one	to	Nazi	Germany,	another	to	poverty	and	illness.She	didn’t	have	any	formal	education	before	she	came	to	Hubermanns.	The	reason	for	it	is	her	father’s	communist	affiliations.	The	age	at	which	she	comes	to	Hubermanns	is	about	ten	and
when	Himmel	street	is	destroyed.	The	novel	tells	about	her	death	years	later	when	she	is	old,	and	death	comes	to	collect	her	soul.	She	knows	the	power	of	words	and	wants	to	utilize	it.	She	makes	full	use	of	it	and	makes	it	comfort	for	herself	and	those	around	her.	She	knows	how	to	use	words	to	fill	the	space	inside	herself	and	outside.She	is	a	strong
person	who	builds	and	strengthens	a	family	when	she	loses	her	own.	She	develops	physically	as	well	emotionally	during	the	time	she	spends	with	Hubermanns.	She	tells	to	keep	the	secret	of	Max’s	presence,	which	shows	her	resilience,	trustworthiness,	and	loyalty.	She	is	a	morally	strong	person	who	beats	a	classmate	when	he	makes	fun	of	her,	but
when	he	is	injured,	she	helps	her.To	conclude,	she	is	a	round	character	that	develops	throughout	the	story	and	exhibits	human	excellence.Death	is	the	first	and	third-person	narrator	in	this	novel.	Death	is	not	portrayed	like	a	grim	reaper;	rather,	it	has	a	regular	job	which	it	has	to	carry	out.	Death	is	not	portrayed	as	a	decision-maker	rather;,	its	role	is
to	carry	out	the	orders	that	it	is	given.	Interaction	with	humans	has	made	it	feel,	and	it	has	emotions	when	it	takes	souls	of	those	it	doesn’t	think	deserving.	Death	considers	the	war	a	workload	and	thinks	that	it	needs	to	take	rest.It	is	a	mysterious	figure	which	enjoys	colors.	It	has	dealt	with	both	good	and	bad	human	beings	and	is	confused	by	how
varied	human	nature	is.	Death	is	mystified	by	the	author	in	this	novel	by	his	love	of	colors	and	its	epic	descriptions.It	seems	different,	and	when	talking	about	human	beings	seems	dark.	It	also	corrects	the	human	perceptions	regarding	it	as	it	tells	the	story.	It	tells	that	it	is	also	as	human	beings	and	works	at	the	order	of	human	bosses	like	Hitler	and
other	warmongers	and	gets	tired.Hans	Hubermann	is	Liesel’s	foster	father	and	lives	on	Himmel	Street,	Molching.	He	is	an	anti-Nazi	German	who	is	hated	for	his	anti-Nazi	sentiments	by	his	neighbors.	He	has	been	to	school	up	to	fourth	grade,	but	he	is	the	motivating	force	behind	Liesel’s	reading	habits.	He	is	a	house	painter	and	an	accordion	player.
He	is	a	kind	and	gentle	person.He	cares	for	his	family	and	for	this	purpose,	enlists	for	the	Nazi	party	because	he	doesn’t	want	his	family	to	be	harmed.	He	is	a	WWI	veteran,	and	his	life	was	saved	by	a	German	Jew.	This	is	the	reason	that	he	doesn’t	hate	Jews	and	protects	his	friend’s	son	Max	when	he	is	in	need.He	is	not	a	fighter	literally,	but	he	is	a
fighter	who	fights	the	Nazi	propaganda	by	painting	the	slurs	written	about	Jews.	He	is	a	man	of	principles	and	can	take	great	risks	for	it,	and	that	makes	him	a	strong,	undefeatable	man.Rosa	is	Hans’	wife	and	works	as	a	laundrywoman.	She	is	a	short	and	plump	woman.	She	yells	and	shouts	at	people	she	doesn’t	like.	She	like	her	husband	is	a	loving
person,	though	she	doesn’t	express	it.	She	is	a	woman	who	stands	by	her	husband	when	he	is	in	need	and	supports	him	throughout.	She	keeps	the	presence	of	Max	in	her	house	basement	and	is	ready	to	share	her	family’s	food	without	questioning	her	husband.Though	she	is	a	rude	person,	her	care	for	her	family	is	unquestionable.	She	is	a	complex
character.	She	curses	her	husband	for	uselessness	when	he	is	at	home	while	when	he	is	away,	she	prays	for	his	return.Rudy	is	Liesel’s	friend,	and	he	is	a	symbol	of	opposition	to	Nazi	thinking.	His	ideal	is	Jesse	Owens,	and	he	paints	himself	black	like	him.	He	loves	Liesel	and	constantly	tries	to	get	a	kiss	from	her,	but	she	kisses	him	when	it	is	too	late.
He	is	good	at	studies	and	is	a	good	athlete.	He	is	always	there	to	support	Liesel	when	she	is	in	need.	He	is	a	kindhearted	person.He	initially	opposes	the	Nazi	idea	but	comes	to	open	opposition	when	his	father	is	taken	by	the	military.	He	starts	hating	the	Nazi	ideology	when	local	thugs	come	in	power	and	try	to	bully	him.	He	even	tries	to	go	and	kill
Hitler	but	is	stopped	by	Liesel.	He	is	Liesel’s	partner,	both	in	good	and	bad.	He	is	like	an	ideal	of	Hitler’s	Nazi	youth	but	proves	the	opposite	through	his	actions	because	he	can’t	stand	injustice.He	is	Eric	Vandenburg’s	son,	who	was	a	Jewish	friend	of	Hans	Hubermann	and	saved	his	life	in	WWI.	He	is	provided	shelter	at	Hubermanns	as	a	return	for	his
father’s	good	that	he	did	to	Hans.	He	is,	in	many	respects,	the	same	to	Liesel,	he	has	lost	his	father,	and	he	has	escaped.	His	life	is	haunted	by	nightmares.	He	has	respect	for	words	and	thinks	of	Hans	as	his	savior.	He	is	a	good	friend	of	Liesel	and,	like	her,	hates	Hitler.	He	is	a	daydreamer	and	dreams	of	having	a	boxing	match	with	Hitler.	He	thinks
that	his	life	is	saved	by	the	words	that	Liesel	built	as	a	fortress	around	him.He	is	an	artist	as	well	as	an	indefatigable	fighter	who	never	gives	up	and	comes	out	of	the	plight	successfully.Ilsa	is	the	mayor’s	wife	and	a	loving	person.	She	is	a	book	lover	and	comes	to	know	Liesel	for	the	first	time	when	she	sees	her	stealing	the	book	from	the	burnt	pile.
She	is	a	kind	woman	who	encourages	Liesel’s	reading	habits.	She	is	thought	by	the	majority	of	the	town’s	inhabitants	that	she	is	mad	because	she	roams	around	in	her	bathrobe.	She	has	lost	a	son	in	WWI,	and	there	are	suggestions	that	she	hates	jingoes.She	is	aware	of	the	fact	that	Liesel	has	come	to	steal	the	book,	but	she	encourages	her	and
welcomes	her.	Probably	she	has	found	the	figure	of	her	lost	son	in	Liesel	because	there	is	an	indication	that	her	son	had	reading	habits.	She	is	the	one	who	provides	Liesel	books	and	paper,	encourages	her	to	write	her	story.	She	is	broken	by	the	loss	of	her	only	son,	and	she	wants	nobody	to	be	lost	this	way.He	is	the	leader	of	Nazi	Germany	and	the
protagonist	of	the	story.	He	is	the	reason	behind	all	the	misery	and	is	considered	evil.	He	never	appears	physically	in	this	story	but	is	shown	through	his	book	Mein	Kampf.	He	uses	how	to	use	the	power	of	words	and	uses	it	as	a	propaganda	machine.She	is	a	sick	woman	whose	husband	has	been	taken	away	by	the	Nazis.	She	spends	a	miserable	life
having	lost	her	son	to	death	and	her	daughter	to	live	in	strangers’	house.Werner	is	Liesel’s	brother,	who	dies	on	the	way	to	Munich	in	train.	He	is	the	one	who	appears	in	Liesel’s	dreams	and	haunts	her	mind.	His	death	is	the	main	event	because	it	leads	to	make	Liesel	a	book	thief.He	is	Hans	Hubermann’s	son	and	a	Nazi	fanatic.	He	fights	his	father	for
his	jingoism	and	calls	him	a	traitor.	He	is	a	type	that	represents	evil,	unkindness,	and	ossification.She	is	Liesel’s	neighbor	and	has	lost	one	son	on	the	battlefield.	She	tries	to	find	relief	in	words	and	asks	Liesel	to	come	and	read	her	from	the	book.	She	has	had	an	argument	with	Rosa	and	hates	her	for	it,	but	later	it	is	mended.He	is	Hans’	friend	and	a
Jew.	He	saved	Hans’	life	and	lost	his	own,	thus	indebting	him	for	the	whole	life.	He	is	an	accordionist	and	teaches	Hans	to	play	the	accordion.	He	is	a	symbol	of	hope.Zucker	is	a	24-year-old.	He	is	a	colleague	of	Hans	and	develops	hatred	towards	him	after	losing	a	card	game	from	him.	He	loses	his	life	due	to	his	hatred.	Michael	is	Frau	Holtzapfel’s	son
and	has	fought	in	the	Soviet	Union,	losing	his	brother	before	his	own	eyes.	His	trauma	doesn’t	let	him	lead	a	normal	life	and	ends	up	committing	suicide.Love	is	shown	in	this	novel	in	different	forms;	these	can	vary	from	romance	to	kindness.	In	Germany,	Nazis	have	changed	the	meaning	of	love;	it	is	only	the	affection	shown	to	an	Aryan.	Any
sympathies	shown	to	non-Aryans	are	a	crime,	and	if	anybody	commits	it,	he/she	is	punished.	But	love	exists	in	human	nature	and	is	expressed	regardless	of	the	restrictions	put	on	people.People	are	forced	to	hate	Jews,	but	some	are	there	who	hide	them	at	their	homes,	risking	their	lives.	Some	share	crumbs	of	food	with	them	when	they	are	marched	to
concentration	camps.	There	is	also	childish	romantic	love	between	Liesel	and	Rudy,	which	is	completed	when	Rudy	dies.	She	consummates	it	when	she	kisses	him	on	his	lips	after	his	death.The	theme	of	love	appears	at	different	places	in	this	story	and	has	different	connotations.The	title	suggests	that	there	would	be	something	shown	about	Literature,
and	there	is.	Liesel	has	a	love	for	books	and	knows	the	power	of	words.	Words	form	language	and	Literature	is	the	most	refined	form	of	language.	She	uses	this	power	of	words	and	writes	about	what	she	faced	and	what	her	companions	saw	during	the	Nazi	regime.	Characters	like	her	use	and	enhance	Literature	for	the	good	of	humanity	while	others
try	to	destruct	it.Nazis	burn	books	and	think	that	they	have	burnt	the	ideas,	but	it	is	not	possible.	They	try	to	silence	non-Aryans	and,	for	this	reason,	try	to	censor	their	ideas.	They	do	so	by	censoring	their	words	because	they	think	word	contagious,	which	passes	from	one	to	another.	In	response,	Max	is	seen	trying	to	obliterate	Meinkampf	by	painting
its	pages,	which	is	a	reaction	to	the	Nazi	regime.The	Book	Thief	is	temporally	set	in	a	war,	from	1939	to	1943.	It	portrays	an	era	of	war	and	atrocities	related	to	it.	In	this	period	Holocaust	and	WWII	are	going	on,	and	this	moulds	even	characters	like	death.	Death	wants	to	go	on	a	vacation	because	he	is	working	overtime.	There	is	also	an	opposition	to
the	view	of	Allies	as	peace	forces	because	they	didn’t	do	differently	from	the	Nazis.	They	targeted	civilian	residential	areas	regardless	of	the	fact	that	they	didn’t	want	or	participate	in	the	war.	Thus	it	shows	a	multifaceted	view	of	war,	which	is	fierce	and	forces	death	to	take	people’s	souls.In	the	modern	era,	identity	is	ambiguous	and	hard	to	clarify.	In
Nazi	Germany,	it	is	tricky	because	people	of	a	specific	race	and	political	affiliation	are	allowed.	The	rest	are	sent	to	concentration	facilities	to	be	exterminated.	In	the	majority	of	the	cases	in	this	novel,	the	characters	try	to	forge	their	identities	and	change	it	from	what	it	is,	especially	Jews.	In	the	case	of	non-Jewish	Germans,	there	is	a	shift	of	identity
seen	from	Nazi	to	anti-Nazi	factions,	which	try	to	defy	the	Nazi	regime.Words	have	the	greatest	power	than	anything	else.	And	that’s	what	the	major	characters	try	to	use	either	to	help	or	manipulate	people.	They	connect	people,	and	if	these	are	manipulated	can	result	in	different	ways;	an	example	of	it	is	their	successful	use	as	propaganda.	Words
strengthen	the	bond	between	Liesel	and	Hans;	again,	they	do	it	between	Max	and	Liesel.	Liesel,	through	words,	connects	Liesel	to	the	outside	world.Max	gives	Liesel	a	gift,	which	is	a	book	that	he	has	written	himself,	and	this	gives	her	hope.	Words	are	used	as	a	refuge	from	the	harsh	realities	of	the	world,	like	stories	used	by	Liesel	to	escape	the	idea
of	Nazism.	It	is	her	words	that	are	left	behind	and	emotionally	effect	death.	Words	carry	ideas,	either	good	or	bad,	and	thus	are	dangerous.	Overcome	by	this	fear,	Nazis	try	to	burn	books	so	that	they	can	stop	ideas	from	spreading,	but	they	can’t	be	contained.When	human	beings	are	bound	to	act	in	opposition	to	their	impulses,	they	are	bound	to	be
dual-faced.	The	same	happens	in	this	novel.	Nazism	forces	Germans	to	do	which	the	majority	is	not	willing	and	thus	changes	them	to	a	people	whose	outward	is	different	from	the	inward.	Human	beings	can’t	conform	to	human-made	ideals,	and	Rudy	is	an	example	of	it.	His	ideal	is	Jesse	Owens,	an	African	American	athlete,	while	he	himself	is	like	an
Aryan	ideal.	This	gives	him	a	different	identity,	African	American	in	ideas	while	Aryan	in	appearance.Max	also	has	two	identities	when	he	travels	to	Hubermanns;	one	is	his	Jewish	identity,	while	the	other	is	his	apparent	Nazi	identity.	He	reads	Mein	Kampf	while	inside	his	mind,	he	hates	it.	Same	is	the	case	with	the	Hubermanns	who	appear	like	law-
abiding	citizens,	but	they	hide	a	fugitive	at	their	home.	Thus	they	are	apparently	patriots	according	to	the	then	definition	of	term	apparently,	and	in	reality,	they	are	traitors.Liesel	expresses	her	hatred	for	Hitler,	and	Hans	slaps	her	for	it	because	he	doesn’t	think	it	fit	to	be	done	in	public.Human	beings	are	born	both	cruel	and	kind;	it’s	the	individual’s
choice	to	be	either.	In	this	novel,	the	instances	of	kindness	or	cruelty	are	shown	in	variant	degrees.	Some	characters	like	Ilsa	and	Rudy	show	kindness	in	its	mild	form,	while	some	evil	characters	like	Hitler,	Victor	Chemmel,	Franz	Deutcher,	etc.	are	the	ones	who	show	cruelty	in	its	extreme.There	is	kindness	in	some	instances	when	characters	like
Hans	and	his	family	risk	their	lives	for	Max	and	keep	him	in	their	house.	They	love	a	Jew	because	his	father	saves	Hans’	life.	Liesel	loves	Max	as	if	he	is	a	family	member,	not	a	fugitive	who	is	hiding	at	their	home.		In	sharp	contrast,	there	are	concentration	camps,	which	are	not	shown	though,	but	they	present	cruelty	at	its	extreme.A	juxtaposition	of	a
kind	and	cruel	behavior	at	a	single	instant	is	shown	when	Jews	are	marched	to	Dachau,	and	Hans	tries	to	give	bread	to	a	Jew	prisoner	and	gets	beaten.	In	this	picture,	on	one	side,	there	are	human-like	beasts	called	Nazis	who	kill	Jews	in	gas	chambers,	and	on	the	other	hand,	there	are	kind	people	like	Hans	who	act	according	to	their	impulses	and
help	those	who	are	in	need.Human	life	is	filled	with	miseries,	and	they	suffer	throughout	their	life,	especially	characters	in	The	Book	Thief.	There	we	can	see	war,	illness,	hunger,	abuse,	and	other	forms	of	suffering.	It	is	just	the	representation	of	life	in	the	Nazi	cities,	not	the	concentration	camps.	It	is	a	mild	insinuation	of	what	may	have	happened
there.	This	is	the	relatively	dark	representation	of	the	bleakest	situations.	There	is	a	feeling	of	guilt	and	loss	over	the	suffering	of	the	loved	ones	shown.Death	is	often	described	as	a	bleak	carrier	of	unfortunate	happenings,	and	we	loath	it	for	this	perception.	In	this	novel,	the	writer	has	made	a	new	attempt	to	perceive	it.	It	is	represented	as	more
human	than	some	human	beings	like	warmongers.	Death	is	shown	having	feelings,	and	it	is	sad	about	the	death	of	those	who	don’t	deserve	it.	In	contrast,	some	human	beings	don’t	think	about	it	and	kill	mercilessly.	So	death	is	shown	having	the	human	feelings	and	humanity	inside	it,	which	is	an	ironic	representation	of	some	biped-humans.The	Book
Thief	is	a	novel	set	in	Nazi	Germany	which	relates	the	story	of	a	word	lover	girl	who	seeks	refuge	in	books	when	human	beings	fall	short	of	humanity.	It	is	a	modern	realistic	work,	where	the	characters	(fictional)	and	incidents	(some	real	while	other	fictional)	reinforce	the	message	the	author	wants	to	convey	using	the	story	of	the	extermination	of
Jews	and	the	infallibility	of	human	love.Through	its	close	to	real	portrayal	of	incidents	and	the	reader	attracting	story	of	Liesel,	the	reader	is	engaged	and	reads	the	book	till	the	tragic	end	nears.	Its	well-wrought	plot	and	the	narrator	make	it	interesting	where	sage	sayings	are	sprinkled	like	fragments	of	gold	to	tell	the	reader	not	to	be	ever
disappointed	with	humanity.The	tone	of	the	novel	is	desperately	hopeful.	The	novel	starts	in	bleak	situations,	but	death	tells	about	the	good	days	that	will	come.	The	situation	is	dark,	but	death	asserts	that	it	will	show	a	bright	day	because	human	beings	deserve	it.In	the	novel,	we	see	that	the	characters	often	lose	hope	and	despair,	but	then	they
gather	their	courage,	and	we	see	they	fight	till	the	end.	Though	not	all	survive	till	the	end,	even	their	end	is	a	source	of	inspiration	for	others.	The	story	of	the	Holocaust	is	getting	old,	but	it	asks	the	reader	to	pledge	to	stand	against	any	injustice	anywhere	in	the	world.It	is	historical	fiction,	a	war	drama,	and	tells	about	the	coming	of	age	of	the
protagonist	and	her	friend	Rudy	Steiner.	It	focuses	on	Liesel’s	life,	ups,	and	downs,	sorrows,	and	joys	that	she	saw	and	came	out	of	WWII	as	a	survivor	but	a	different	and	strong	person	from	what	she	was.This	novel	doesn’t	give	a	dry	description	but	from	the	point	of	view	focusing	on	Liesel	Meminger,	making	it	an	interesting	human	story,	though
death	a	loathed	concept	is	the	narrator.Death	is	the	narrator	of	the	novel,	but	his	narration	point	of	view	changes	from	the	first	person	to	the	third	person.	The	limited	first-person	point	of	view	shows	death	as	a	weary	worker	who	is	tired	of	collecting	the	souls	from	dying	people.	In	first-person	he	doesn’t	show	much	information	and	like	the	rest	of	the
people	is	knows	what	others	do	and	generally	tells	about	Liesel	and	incidents	taking	place	in	Germany.	As	a	third-person	omniscient	narrator,	he	tells	the	things	that	others	don’t	know	and	are	extraordinary,	like	the	happenings	after	the	airstrike	and	change	of	situations	after	WWII.	He	tells	about	her	how	she	spent	her	life	later	and	naturalized	to
Australia.	These	shifts	make	the	readers	believe	the	story.The	temporal	setting	of	the	novel	is	the	period	of	WWII	from	1939	to	1943.	The	spatial	setting	of	the	story	is	Germany,	places	vary.	The	places	used	are	Molching,	which	is	a	neighborhood	of	Munich	and	Munich	city.	The	places	vary	from	open	areas	like	public	squares	to	streets,	parade
grounds,	rivers,	and	cryptic	places	like	basements.	These	settings	help	add	to	the	tone	of	the	novel,	and	the	reader	feels	as	if	he/she	himself	is	in	place	of	Liesel	in	Nazi	Germany	and	facing	all	that	is	happening	around.The	title	of	‘The	Book	Thief’	is	given	to	Liesel	by	her	friend	and	accomplice	in	thefts.	It	signifies	the	life	of	Liesel,	who	is	the
protagonist	and	her	friend	who	helps	her	steal	a	book	from	Hermanns’	library.	Death,	who	is	the	narrator	of	the	book,	is	also	a	thief	who	steals	Liesel’s	book	when	she	throws	it	away.	Max	is	also	a	thief	who	paints	the	pages	of	Mein	Kampf	and	uses	them	for	his	own	purpose.	Hitler	is	also	a	big	thief	who	steals	and	burns	the	books.	Thus	the	thefts	set
both	background	and	foreground,	making	the	story	interesting	and	charm	the	reader.At	the	end	of	WWII	in	Molching,	Liesel	loses	the	majority	of	her	friends	and	acquaintances.	Though	Rudy’s	father	and	Ilsa	stay	alive	and	they	are	the	hope	of	a	good	life	which	she	later	spends	in	Australia.	In	contrast	to	the	opening,	the	ending	is	not	that	bleak,	and
there	is	a	ray	of	hope	that	her	life	will	change	as	war	is	over.	And	as	said,	it	happens	in	Australia	where	she	leads	a	happy	life.	The	ending	signifies	human	resolution	and	hope,	which	can	change	any	bleak	situation.Like	other	modernist	works,	there	are	innovative	experiments	in	this	novel.	There	are	books	within	books,	foreshadowing,	and	spoilers
that	break	the	information	before	it	is	the	right	time.	Death	is	used	as	a	narrator,	and	that	adds	to	the	mysterious	nature	of	the	book.	There	is	not	only	a	written	description;	rather,	there	are	illustrations	to	tell	the	reader	about	what	happened.	Death	is	used	as	a	tricky	narrator	and	often	tells	what	is	deceptive,	makes	believe,	and	then	deserts;	an
instance	of	it	is	withholding	some	information	that	would	be	a	ray	of	hope	in	the	bleak	situation.The	Accordion	and	Meinkampf	are	used	as	symbols	in	this	novel.	The	former	represents	hope,	love,	friendship,	creativity,	and	harmony.	It	helps	relieve	the	weary	denizens	of	Himmel	street	to	get	rid	of	the	devilish	reality	and	find	respite	in	music	for	a
short	time.	The	latter	is	a	symbol	of	terror,	destruction,	inhumanity,	and	devilish	desires.	It	shows	the	ill	use	of	words	and	the	cause	of	the	miseries	of	the	millions	of	human	beings.The	swastika	is	also	presented	as	a	symbol,	which	didn’t	carry	the	connotative	meanings	that	it	carries	today.	It	was	Nazis	malice,	which	made	it	a	symbol	of	evil	instead	of
its	denotation,	which	was	‘good	fortune.’There	are	allusions	to	literary	works	like	Mein	Kampf,	which	is	Adolf	Hitler’s	autobiography.	Historically	there	are	allusions	to	Adolf	Hitler,	Jesse	Owens,	Berlin	Olympics	of	1936,	Joseph	Goebbels,	and	Joseph	Stalin,	etc.	There	are	also	references	to	music	geniuses	like	Beethoven,	Mozart,	and	Strauss.	Der
LovelyBooks	Leserpreis	zeichnet	seit	2009	jährlich	die	besten	Neuerscheinungen	in	unterschiedlichen	Kategorien	aus.	Das	Besondere:	Du	als	Leser*in	bestimmst,	welche	Bücher,	Autorinnen	und	Autoren	gekürt	werden,	du	zeigst	mit	deiner	Stimme,	welche	Bücher	die	besten	Neuerscheinungen	des	Jahres	sind.	Der	LovelyBooks	Leserpreis	bündelt	so
die	Meinung	der	deutschsprachigen	Leser*innen	und	zeichnet	die	Bücher	aus,	die	die	Leser*innen	wirklich	lieben	und	empfehlen.Auf	den	Bestsellerlisten	stehen	Bücher,	die	sich	gut	verkaufen,	während	Bücher,	die	eine	Fachjury	überzeugend	findet,	Kritikerpreise	gewinnen.	Der	LovelyBooks	Leserpreis	ist	anders!	Hier	bestimmen	allein	die
Leser*innen,	welche	Bücher	ihnen	im	vergangenen	Jahr	besonders	gut	gefallen	haben.Der	Preis	ist	ein	Dankeschön	der	Leser*innen	an	die	Autorinnen	und	Autoren,	die	mit	ihren	Geschichten	und	Texten	unser	Leben	bereichern.	Bücherfans	bietet	der	LovelyBooks	Leserpreis	eine	Orientierung,	eine	Empfehlung,	die	klar	sagt,	welche	neu	erschienenen
Bücher	im	jeweiligen	Jahr	wirklich	lesenswert	sind.	aliases	Grim	Reaper	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	The	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award,	also	known	as	the	BSBY	Award,	was	inaugurated	at	BookExpo	America	2000.	The	books	on	each	list	represent	a	comb	The	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award,	also
known	as	the	BSBY	Award,	was	inaugurated	at	BookExpo	America	2000.	The	books	on	each	list	represent	a	combined	national	and	local	staff	pick	selection	of	booksellers'	favorites	from	more	than	1,200	independent	bookstores	with	Book	Sense.From	2009	this	award	is	known	as	the	Indies	Choice	Book	Awards.From	1991-2000	this	award	was	known
as	the	American	Bookseller	Book	Of	The	Year	(ABBY).	...more	Knuffle	Bunny	Too:	A	Case	of	Mistaken	Identity	(Knuffle	Bunny,	#2)	by	4.28	avg	rating	—	28,614	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Children's	Illustrated	(2008)	The	Invention	of	Hugo	Cabret	by	4.22	avg	rating	—	187,660	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for
Children's	Literature	(2008)	Animal,	Vegetable,	Miracle:	A	Year	of	Food	Life	by	4.05	avg	rating	—	112,050	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Adult	Nonfiction	(2008)	A	Thousand	Splendid	Suns	by	4.45	avg	rating	—	1,662,733	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Adult	Fiction	(2008)	Water	for	Elephants	by	4.11	avg	rating	—
1,673,943	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Adult	Fiction	(2007)	I	Feel	Bad	About	My	Neck	and	Other	Thoughts	on	Being	a	Woman	by	3.74	avg	rating	—	83,382	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Adult	Nonfiction	(2007)	Owen	and	Mzee:	The	True	Story	of	a	Remarkable	Friendship	by	4.28	avg	rating	—	2,490	ratings	Book
Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Children's	Illustrated	(2007)	The	Book	Thief	by	4.39	avg	rating	—	2,776,195	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Children's	Literature	(2007)	Inkspell	(Inkworld,	#2)	by	3.95	avg	rating	—	132,954	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Children's	Literature	(2006)	Zen	Shorts	by	4.26	avg	rating	—
13,294	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Children's	Illustrated	(2006)	The	Historian	by	3.80	avg	rating	—	272,707	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Best	Adult	Fiction	(2006)	Freakonomics:	A	Rogue	Economist	Explores	the	Hidden	Side	of	Everything	by	4.01	avg	rating	—	881,885	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award
for	Adult	Nonfiction	(2006)	Jonathan	Strange	&	Mr	Norrell	by	3.87	avg	rating	—	248,187	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Adult	Fiction	(2005)	Shadow	Divers	by	4.36	avg	rating	—	34,444	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Adult	Nonfiction	(2005)	Chasing	Vermeer	(Chasing	Vermeer,	#1)	by	3.73	avg	rating	—	31,047	ratings
Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Children's	Literature	(2005)	Duck	for	President	by	4.03	avg	rating	—	7,902	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Children's	Illustrated	(2005)	The	Secret	Life	of	Bees	by	4.10	avg	rating	—	1,332,109	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Paperback	(2004)	How	I	Became	a	Pirate	by	4.09	avg
rating	—	25,429	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Children's	Illustrated	(2004)	Eragon	(The	Inheritance	Cycle	#1)	by	3.96	avg	rating	—	1,888,824	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Children's	Literature	(2004)	The	da	Vinci	Code	(Robert	Langdon,	#2)	by	3.93	avg	rating	—	2,461,035	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year
Award	for	Adult	Fiction	(2004)	Reading	Lolita	in	Tehran:	A	Memoir	in	Books	by	3.66	avg	rating	—	137,861	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Adult	Nonfiction	(2004)	Bel	Canto	by	3.94	avg	rating	—	308,740	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Paperback	(2003)	The	Children	of	Green	Knowe	(Green	Knowe,	#1)	by	4.01	avg
rating	—	9,616	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Rediscovery	(2003)	Dear	Mrs.	LaRue:	Letters	from	Obedience	School	by	4.21	avg	rating	—	8,734	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Children's	Illustrated	(2003)	Don't	Let's	Go	to	the	Dogs	Tonight:	An	African	Childhood	by	3.97	avg	rating	—	56,382	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of
the	Year	Award	for	Adult	Nonfiction	(2003)	The	Lovely	Bones	by	3.86	avg	rating	—	2,431,339	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Adult	Fiction	(2003)	The	Thief	Lord	by	3.99	avg	rating	—	100,947	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Children's	Literature	(2003)	Peace	Like	a	River	by	4.03	avg	rating	—	98,323	ratings	Book	Sense
Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Adult	Fiction	(2002)	Seabiscuit:	An	American	Legend	by	4.23	avg	rating	—	166,626	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Adult	Nonfiction	(2002)	The	Sisterhood	of	the	Traveling	Pants	(Sisterhood,	#1)	by	3.85	avg	rating	—	725,317	ratings	Book	Sense	Book	of	the	Year	Award	for	Children's	Literature	(2002)
purpose	of	the	Sydney	Taylor	Book	Award	is	to	encourage	the	publication	of	outstanding	books	of	Jewish	con	purpose	of	the	Sydney	Taylor	Book	Award	is	to	encourage	the	publication	of	outstanding	books	of	Jewish	content	for	children	and	teens,	books	that	exemplify	the	highest	literary	standards	while	authentically	portraying	the	Jewish	experience.
It	is	hoped	that	official	recognition	of	such	books	will	inspire	authors,	encourage	publishers,	inform	parents	and	teachers,	and	intrigue	young	readers.	The	committee	also	hopes	that	by	educating	readers	about	the	Jewish	experience,	they	can	engender	pride	in	Jewish	readers	while	building	bridges	to	readers	of	other	backgrounds.HistoryThe
Association	of	Jewish	Libraries	(AJL)	has	been	recognizing	quality	Jewish	literature	for	many	years.	In	1968,	AJL	established	a	children's	book	award	called	the	Shirley	Kravitz	Children's	Book	Award.	The	first	winner	of	this	award	was	author	Esther	Hautzig	for	her	book	The	Endless	Steppe.	This	award	was	renamed	"the	Sydney	Taylor	Book	Award"	in
1978	after	the	death	of	Sydney	Taylor,	author	of	the	All-of-a-Kind	Family	series.	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	The	National	Jewish	Book	Awards	is	an	award	that	has	been	given	out	annually	by	the	Jewish	Book	Council	since	1948.	The	awards,	presented	by	category,	The	National	Jewish	Book	Awards	is	an	award	that	has	been	given	out	annually
by	the	Jewish	Book	Council	since	1948.	The	awards,	presented	by	category,	are	designed	to	give	recognition	to	outstanding	books,	to	stimulate	writers	to	further	literary	creativity	and	to	encourage	the	reading	of	worthwhile	titles.	...more	The	Safekeep	by	4.08	avg	rating	—	36,069	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Debut	Fiction	(2024)	Night
Owls:	A	Mystical	Tale	of	Love	and	Lore,	Unfolding	in	the	Shadows	of	New	York's	Underworld	and	Historic	Cinemas―a	Sydney	Taylor	Award	Winner	in	Young	Adult	by	4.06	avg	rating	—	456	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Young	Adult	Lit​er​a​ture	(2024)	The	Blood	Years	by	4.31	avg	rating	—	897	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Young
Adult	Literature	(2023)	Between	Two	Worlds:	Jewish	War	Brides	after	the	Holocaust	by	4.06	avg	rating	—	32	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Women's	Studies	(2023)	Kantika	by	4.05	avg	rating	—	5,696	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Sephardic	Culture	(2023)	Fractured	Tablets:	Forgetfulness	and	Fallibility	in	Late	Ancient	Rabbinic
Culture	by	it	was	amazing	5.00	avg	rating	—	1	rating	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Scholarship	(2023)	When	There	Was	Light	by	4.34	avg	rating	—	32	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Poetry	(2023)	The	Dubious	Pranks	of	Shaindy	Goodman	by	3.90	avg	rating	—	270	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Middle	Grade	Literature	(2023)	The
Ghost	Tattoo	by	4.37	avg	rating	—	549	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Holocaust	Memoir	Award	(2023)	Operation	Bethlehem	by	4.26	avg	rating	—	280	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Hebrew	Fiction	in	Translation	(2023)	Kibbitz	and	Nosh:	When	We	All	Met	at	Dubrow's	Cafeteria	by	it	was	amazing	5.00	avg	rating	—	3	ratings	National
Jewish	Book	Award	for	Food	Writing	&	Cookbooks	(2023)	Israel	201:	Your	Next-Level	Guide	to	the	Magic,	Mystery,	and	Chaos	of	Life	in	the	Holy	Land	by	4.37	avg	rating	—	63	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Education	and	Jewish	Identity	(2023)	All-Night	Pharmacy	by	3.50	avg	rating	—	7,153	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Debut
Fiction	(2023)	Loving	Our	Own	Bones:	Disability	Wisdom	and	the	Spiritual	Subversiveness	of	Knowing	Ourselves	Whole	by	4.45	avg	rating	—	178	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Contemporary	Jewish	Life	and	Practice	(2023)	Two	New	Years	by	4.35	avg	rating	—	407	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Children's	Picture	Book	(2023)	The
Heaven	&	Earth	Grocery	Store	by	3.93	avg	rating	—	285,038	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Book	Club	Award	(2023)	Bruno	Schulz:	An	Artist,	a	Murder,	and	the	Hijacking	of	History	by	4.22	avg	rating	—	93	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Biography	(2023)	Happily:	A	Personal	History-with	Fairy	Tales	by	3.87	avg	rating	—	617	ratings
National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Autobiography	and	Memoir	(2023)	Walkers	in	the	City:	Jewish	Street	Photographers	of	Midcentury	New	York	by	4.75	avg	rating	—	8	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	American	Jewish	Studies	(2023)	Time's	Echo:	The	Second	World	War,	the	Holocaust,	and	the	Music	of	Remembrance	by	4.52	avg	rating	—	676
ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Jewish	Book	of	the	Year	(2023)	The	Prince	of	Steel	Pier	by	4.30	avg	rating	—	123	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Middle	Grade	Literature	(2022)	Abomination	by	3.85	avg	rating	—	572	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Debut	Fiction	(2022)	Torah	in	a	Time	of	Plague:	Historical	and	Contemporary
Jewish	Responses	by	3.25	avg	rating	—	4	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Modern	Jewish	Thought	and	Experience	(2021)	Antisemitism:	Here	and	Now	by	4.09	avg	rating	—	1,133	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Jew​ish	Edu​ca​tion	and	Iden​ti​ty	Award	(2019)	Fly	Already	by	4.03	avg	rating	—	4,398	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for
Fiction	(2019)	Edith	Halpert,	the	Downtown	Gallery,	and	the	Rise	of	American	Art	by	4.71	avg	rating	—	7	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Visual	Arts	(2019)	What	We	Talk	about	When	We	Talk	about	Hebrew	(and	What	It	Means	to	Americans)	by	4.20	avg	rating	—	5	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Anthologies	and	Collections	(2019)
Naamah	by	3.25	avg	rating	—	1,347	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Debut	Fiction	(2019)	The	Last	Watchman	of	Old	Cairo	by	3.74	avg	rating	—	2,822	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Fiction	(2018)	The	Weight	of	Ink	by	4.14	avg	rating	—	39,510	ratings	National	Jewish	Book	Award	for	Book	Club	(2017)	«	previous	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	next	»
The	Boeke	Prize,	sponsored	by	Exclusive	Books,	is	a	South	African	tongue-in-cheek	version	of	the	prestigious	Man	Booker	Prize.	Boeke	is	the	Afrikaans	The	Boeke	Prize,	sponsored	by	Exclusive	Books,	is	a	South	African	tongue-in-cheek	version	of	the	prestigious	Man	Booker	Prize.	Boeke	is	the	Afrikaans	word	for	books.	The	award	is	for	popular	novels.
The	Judges'	Choice	is	determined	by	a	large	panel	from	the	South	African	media.	The	Readers'	Choice,	a	more	recent	category,	is	determined	via	online	voting.	...more	Thirteen	Hours	(Benny	Griessel,	#2)	by	4.10	avg	rating	—	7,289	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(2011)	When	God	Was	a	Rabbit	by	3.78	avg	rating	—	49,447	ratings	Exclusive
Books	Boeke	Prize	(2011)	The	Postmistress	by	3.36	avg	rating	—	45,168	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(2010)	One	Day	by	3.87	avg	rating	—	394,755	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(2010)	The	Help	by	4.46	avg	rating	—	2,942,100	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(2009)	The	Girl	With	the	Dragon	Tattoo	(Millennium,	#1)	by	4.17	avg
rating	—	3,356,381	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(2008)	The	Book	Thief	by	4.39	avg	rating	—	2,776,195	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(2007)	Q	&	A	by	4.02	avg	rating	—	37,523	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(2006)	The	Time	Traveler's	Wife	by	really	liked	it	4.00	avg	rating	—	1,837,836	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(2005)
The	Curious	Incident	of	the	Dog	in	the	Night-Time	by	3.89	avg	rating	—	1,558,192	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(2004)	The	Kite	Runner	by	4.35	avg	rating	—	3,370,739	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(2004)	Life	of	Pi	by	3.94	avg	rating	—	1,714,424	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(2003)	Atonement	by	3.95	avg	rating	—	547,606
ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(2002)	Eddie's	Bastard	by	4.08	avg	rating	—	1,577	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(2001)	The	Poisonwood	Bible	by	4.11	avg	rating	—	774,881	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(2000)	The	Reader	by	3.78	avg	rating	—	224,407	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(1999)	Cold	Mountain	by	3.89	avg	rating	—
247,400	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(1998)	Angela’s	Ashes	(Frank	McCourt,	#1)	by	4.15	avg	rating	—	648,477	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(1997)	Behind	the	Scenes	at	the	Museum	by	3.98	avg	rating	—	42,400	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(1996)	Midnight	in	the	Garden	of	Good	and	Evil	by	3.92	avg	rating	—	287,030	ratings
Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	(1995)	The	Whisperer	(Mila	Vasquez,	#1)	by	4.18	avg	rating	—	29,423	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	Nominee	(2011)	The	Slap	by	3.25	avg	rating	—	32,321	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	Nominee	(2011)	The	Glass	Room	by	3.92	avg	rating	—	12,424	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	Nominee	(2011)	Cutting
for	Stone	by	4.33	avg	rating	—	413,794	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	Nominee	(2011)	Matterhorn	by	4.27	avg	rating	—	46,126	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	Nominee	(2011)	Secret	Daughter	by	really	liked	it	4.00	avg	rating	—	76,834	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	Nominee	(2011)	Exile	by	4.04	avg	rating	—	4,600	ratings	Exclusive
Books	Boeke	Prize	Nominee	(2007)	Measuring	the	World	by	3.73	avg	rating	—	21,062	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	Nominee	(2007)	Salmon	Fishing	in	the	Yemen	by	3.55	avg	rating	—	16,694	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize	Nominee	(2007)	No	Country	for	Old	Men	by	4.16	avg	rating	—	229,205	ratings	Exclusive	Books	Boeke	Prize
Nominee	(2007)


