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How to test silver at home

Wondering how to tell if silver is real? This article is for you. Authenticating silver at home is easier than you think. This guide will introduce you to seven reliable methods you can use right now to check if your silver is genuine. Keep reading to discover simple steps like checking hallmarks, performing the magnet test, and more.Key Takeaways
Understanding silver alloys is essential for accurately determining authenticity; sterling silver contains 92.5% silver, while fine silver is 99.9% pure.Effective home tests for identifying genuine silver include the magnet test, ice cube test, vinegar test, and sound test, each providing quick results.For high-value silver items, professional appraisal
methods such as X-ray fluorescence and chemical testing are recommended for reliable verification.Understanding Silver and Its AlloysUnderstanding the different types of silver and their compositions is crucial for interpreting test results accurately. Sterling silver is the most common alloy used in silver jewelry, consisting of 92.5% pure silver and
7.5% other metals, usually copper, which enhances its durability. This composition is often marked as ‘925’ or ‘Sterling’ on jewelry, indicating its purity level. Sterling silver is prized for its strength and beauty, making it ideal for everyday wear.Fine silver, on the other hand, contains 99.9% pure silver and is marked as .999. While it boasts a higher
silver content, fine silver is softer and less durable, making it less suitable for pieces that endure regular handling.Silver-plated items have a very thin layer of silver over a base metal, such as copper or nickel, resulting in a minimal actual silver content. Recognizing these differences aids in determining the authenticity of your silver items.Identifying
Hallmarks on Silver JewelryOne of the first steps in identifying genuine silver is to look for hallmarks or stamps on the jewelry. These marks provide vital information about the purity and authenticity of the piece. Authentic silver items are often marked with purity indicators such as ‘925’ or ‘Sterling.’'Internationally recognized stamps like 900 or 800
indicate a lower purity level of silver. Commercial silver items are usually marked with these hallmarks to indicate purity and other details. If you find no hallmark or stamp, it could suggest that the item is not genuine silver.You can rely on hallmark indicators to ensure you are purchasing genuine silver jewelry. These marks act as a secret code,
unlocking the true value of your jewelry. Always check for these marks to verify authenticity.The Magnet TestThe magnet test offers a quick and easy way to check silver at home. Since silver is not magnetic, a magnet sticking to your piece indicates it is likely not genuine.Use a strong magnet and hover it over the jewelry, avoiding clasps and other
non-silver components. If the magnet sticks strongly, it is not real silver. A lack of magnetic attraction suggests the item is likely genuine. However, be cautious as silver mixed with non-magnetic metals like stainless steel might affect results.Conduct the Ice Cube TestThe ice cube test is another effective method for testing silver at home. Due to
silver’s high thermal conductivity, it transfers heat rapidly, which you can observe by how quickly it melts ice.Place an ice cube on the silver item and observe how quickly it melts. Due to its high heat conductivity, genuine silver will melt the ice cube faster than other metals. Rapid melting indicates the presence of genuine silver.Using the Sound
TestThe sound test is an intriguing way to identify genuine silver. When struck, real silver produces a distinct, high-pitched ringing sound that resonates longer.Gently strike the silver item with a metal object and listen to the sound it produces. Authentic silver emits a clear, lasting tone, while fake silver typically produces a duller and shorter sound.
A distinct, high-pitched ringing indicates real silver.The Vinegar TestThe vinegar test quickly differentiates between real and fake silver. Due to its acidic nature, vinegar, and genuine sterling silver reacts differently compared to other metals.Apply a small drop of vinegar to the silver item. Genuine silver will remain unaffected, while counterfeit silver
will show signs of tarnishing or a black residue. This effective method requires no specialized equipment, making it convenient for home testing.The Nitric Acid TestThe nitric acid test is a more advanced and definitive method for testing silver authenticity, involving direct application of nitric acid to observe color change.When performing the silver
acid test, exercise caution due to the corrosive nature of nitric acid. A blood-red reaction indicates the metal is likely sterling silver, while a green color signifies it is not genuine silver.This highly effective test should be conducted with proper safety measures in place.Visual and Tactile InspectionVisual and tactile inspection is fundamental for
assessing authenticity. Real silver shows oxidation over time, affirming its genuineness. Examine the piece closely for tarnish, which generally indicates real silver. Genuine silver is bright, shiny, and highly reflective, and exposure to air may develop tarnish.Rub the silver item with a white cloth; a black residue indicates genuine silver. Additionally, a
magnet test will be performed to confirm authenticity further. These clues can help identify real silver without chemical tests.Professional Verification MethodsFor high-value or rare silver pieces, seeking professional appraisal or lab testing is recommended for accurate verification. Professional appraisals provide a reliable method to authenticate
silver items, especially intricate or valuable pieces.Specialized labs use advanced methods like X-ray fluorescence (XRF) spectrometers, fire assays, gravimetric lab testing, and chemical testing. These methods offer highly precise and reliable results, making them worthwhile for high-value silver items.While home testing methods cannot guarantee
100% accuracy, professional verification offers peace of mind in determining silver authenticity.Recognizing Fake Silver JewelryRecognizing fake silver jewelry is crucial for informed purchasing decisions and avoiding potential harm. Common fakes include Tibetan silver, often made from inexpensive metals like tin or nickel, and nickel silver (German
silver), which contains no actual silver but is primarily copper mixed with nickel or zinc.Silver-plated jewelry has a thin layer of genuine silver over a base metal like brass or copper. The absence of markings can suggest it is silver-plated rather than solid silver. Lesser-quality metals mistaken for silver, such as aluminum, chrome, and stainless steel,
may cause skin reactions and are less valuable.Buy the Finest Sterling Silver Jewelry at Harlem BlingExperience the unmatched beauty of sterling silver jewelry with Harlem Bling. Our stunning collections feature meticulously crafted pieces, including elegant bracelets, dazzling necklaces, timeless rings, and striking earrings made from authentic 925
sterling silver. Whether you prefer classic designs or bold, modern styles, our jewelry adds a touch of class and sophistication to any look.Every piece in our collection is designed to stand out while offering durability and versatility. From everyday essentials to statement pieces for special occasions, our sterling silver jewelry is made to shine
brilliantly for years, giving you exceptional value without compromising on quality. Why Choose Harlem Bling for Sterling Silver Jewelry?At Harlem Bling, we are passionate about providing you with the best in sterling silver cuban link chains. Our jewelry is crafted from 100% real 925 sterling silver, ensuring authenticity and durability you can trust.
Each piece undergoes strict quality control to guarantee its beauty and resilience, making it a reliable choice for your collection.We believe everyone deserves luxury, which is why our silver jewelry offers exceptional value at unbeatable prices. Paired with our fast shipping and hassle-free returns, shopping with Harlem Bling means choosing jewelry
that’s not only beautiful but also backed by a promise of quality and care.Elevate Your Look with Sterling SilverOur sterling silver collections offer something for every style and occasion. Choose from sleek, minimalist designs for a subtle touch of elegance or bold, statement-making pieces that turn heads. From delicate paperclip bracelets to timeless
rope chains and exquisite iced-out pendants, our selection ensures you'll find the perfect match for your unique taste.Shop our sterling silver collection today.ConclusionBy now, you should have a comprehensive understanding of how to test silver at home using various methods. From identifying hallmarks to conducting the magnet, ice cube, and
sound tests, you have the tools to ensure your silver is genuine.Remember, while home tests are useful, professional verification is recommended for high-value items. With these tips, you can confidently purchase and own real silver jewelry, avoiding the pitfalls of counterfeits. Choose Harlem Bling for authentic sterling silver jewelry.Frequently
Asked Questions1: How do I clean sterling silver flatware?To clean sterling silver flatware, use warm water, mild soap, and a soft cloth. For tarnish, apply a silver polish designed for the highest quality silver alloy to restore its shine.2: How can I tell if my silver jewelry is real at home?You can determine if your silver jewelry is real by conducting tests
such as the magnet test, sound test, or vinegar test, as these will help reveal the authenticity of the silver. Each method checks different properties, giving you clarity on your jewelry's composition.3: What is the significance of the '925' stamp on silver jewelry?The '925' stamp signifies that the jewelry is composed of sterling silver, containing 92.5%
pure silver, ensuring its authenticity and quality. Choosing pieces marked with this stamp guarantees that you are investing in a durable and valuable material.4: Where can I buy genuine silver jewelry?Purchase your genuine silver jewelry from Harlem Bling. We offer high-quality 925 sterling silver pieces. While you can use common household items
to get a good idea if a metal isn't sterling silver, to truly determine if your bling is genuine 925 silver, you should check for hallmarks, try an acid test, or consult a professional. Only these methods will confirm if it's the real deal! Pssst... Why not check out our silver guide for more telltale signs? That being said, you can use common household items
to get a good idea if a metal isn't sterling silver... 1. The Magnet Test Sterling silver isn't usually magnetic. It's mostly silver (92.5%) mixed with a bit of copper, which isn't magnetic either. The tiny amount of other metals in sterling silver (usually less than 8%) isn't enough to make it magnetic. So, if something sticks to a magnet, it's probably not real
sterling silver. What to do: Hold the magnet near the item. If it doesn't stick, it could be sterling silver. If it does stick, it's probably not sterling silver. What you need: 2. The Ice Cube Test Usually, putting a real silver item on ice will make the ice melt a bit faster. This isn't because of any special properties of silver itself; it's just that silver is great at
conducting heat. At room temperature, genuine sterling silver will melt ice very quickly. However, in very cold environments like outside during winter, the silver won't have any heat to conduct and therefore won't melt the ice. What to do: Wrap the piece of silver in aluminium foil. This helps create a controlled environment for the test. Place an ice
cube on top of the foil-wrapped silver item and watch how quickly the ice melts. You can also perform the foil test with another metal alongside sterling silver to compare their thermal conductivity. What you need: An ice cube Aluminium foil 3. The Vinegar Test Acidity in vinegar reacts with non-silver metals, causing discoloration. This can help
determine if an item is authentic silver or a cheaper metal. What to do: Mix equal parts of white vinegar and baking soda in a bowl and stir until the baking soda is dissolved. Dip the cloth in the mixture and rub it on the silver jewellery. If the cloth turns black or green, the item might not be sterling silver. Ensure you rinse the item thoroughly with
water after the test. What you need: White vinegar Baking soda A small bowl A soft cloth 4. The Baking Soda Test Got tarnished silver? Baking soda's gentle abrasiveness helps remove tarnish without damaging the silver. The shiny surface after polishing will leave you breathing a sigh of relief! What to do: Make a paste with baking soda and water.
Apply the paste to the jewellery and gently rub. If the item is sterling silver, it will shine after cleaning. Rinse and dry the item well after this test. What you need: Baking soda Water A soft cloth or sponge 5. The Sound Test This test is most effective with flat sterling silver pieces. Unlike other metals, 925 silver produces a distinct, clear ringing sound
when struck. What to do: Gently tap your silver jewellery with a coin. Genuine silver will produce a clear, ringing sound. Compare the sound with a known sterling silver item to distinguish between real and imitation. What you need: 6. The Discolouration Test While genuine sterling silver tarnishes, it won't reveal a different metal underneath, unlike
silver-plated items. If the silver starts to rub off, you'll know it's not the real deal! What to do: Check the item for any discolouration. If it's plated, the base metal will show through over time. What you need: Your eyes and good lighting 7. The Smell Test Real 925 silver is odourless, whereas other metals may emit a noticeable smell. What to do: If your
jewellery has a strong, metallic smell, it is likely not silver. What you need: Image courtesy: Wikimedia CommonsSilver, alongside gold, is considered to be one of the most precious metals in the world.It has served as a major currency during the Age of Exploration and the galleon trade in the Pacific. It’s even mentioned in the Bible as a revered
currency and is highly valued in Jewish culture.Silver has also been used in the production of coins in the early years of the 20th Century until the arrival of the Great Depression. Since then, currencies all over the world have been replaced with banknotes and coins minted with more common metals like aluminum, nickel or brass.Today, though
slightly still lesser in value in comparison to gold, many still invest in silver in the form of jewelry, family heirloom, bars, and bullion coins. Silver has taken many forms, even as everyday objects.But this can be disadvantageous as well with the proliferation of fake silver items.For the untrained eye, distinguishing real from fake silver can be very
confusing and misleading. Counterfeit silver items resemble real silver items a lot so don’t be fooled easily. If you really want to invest in silver, make sure you test it for authenticity. Here are some things to consider on how to test silver.This video shows you how to test silver to tell if it is fake or real:If you are about to purchase or invest in silver,
make sure you know how to distinguish the real ones, the silver plated ones, and the totally fake ones.There are a variety of tests that can be used but sometimes doing physical tests on the objects in question will keep its original value. Note however that physical tests have their own limitations as well.Checking the label goes first. If the item has an
inscription of “ster” or “sterling” that means the silver content in the item is at 92.5 or very close to being pure silver.Items that say “IS” mean that that the item is “international silver” or silver-plated.If testing for bullion coins, strike two coins together. If it makes a nice ringing sound, it is real. If it generates a dull sound, one of it is fake.Use a
neodymium magnet. Tilt object 45 degrees, place magnet on the tilted surface. If it slides down, it is real. If it sticks, it’s fake because real silver is non-magnetic.Get two ice cubes. Place one on top of the silver item and the ice cube on a regular pan. If the ice on the item melts faster than that of the pan, then the item is real silver as silver is a heat
conductor.For coins, using a Fisch device can be helpful too. Slide the coin in the device slot. If the device tilts, this means the coin is fake silver. If the device remains steady, the coin is real silver.For more complex and accurate testing, certain chemicals can be used to clearly determine the purity of silver of an item. It can help distinguish silver-
plated from real silver items in which physical testing could miss.The downside of chemical testing though, despite being more accurate, is that it may devalue the item partially or totally. Chemical testing however still works best in larger items like silverware. Note that the chemicals are EXTREMELY dangerous and should not be performed by
children under any circumstances. The Nitric Acid Test is used to check if silver is pure or plated. To do so, file a small part of the item in a discreet area where it cannot be seen. Apply a few drops of nitric acid. If the area turns into creamy white, the silver is pure or sterling. If green, it is probably fake or silver-plated.Simply apply bleach to a silver
product. If it tarnishes quickly, then it is real silver. Otherwise, it is fake. Bleach however may damage your item and devalue it greatly.Use the silver Acid Test to see the amount of silver content in the item. A few drops on the item will reveal some details based on the color. If the acid turns bright or dark red, it is likely that you have fine or sterling
silver. If acid turns brown, silver is 80% silver. If acid turns green, silver is only 50%. Both already mean they are silver-plated. Other colors will reveal a different metal is used and is just plated with silver.[amazon box="B002C8AJDG"]Other ways of determining the authenticity of silver is through a jeweler’s scale (to determine weight), a jeweler’s
loupe (to check for details especially in coins), and to a certain extreme, XRF analyzer machines that uses x ray fluorescence.So be a discerning silver investor by using these simple tricks and tips.Resources: I have heard that a sure way of checking whether an item has silver in it is by seeing if it will stick to a magnet when you touch the item. Is this
true? Tim U.May 10, 20134 found this helpfulBest AnswerThere are over 800 metals out there that a magnet will not stick to, so this is NOT the way to go. The law of the .925 stamp wasnt around when silver was popular from the 1860's to 1940's. Tarnishing is a sure fire method but not everyone has what they need on hand to test this method.
Anything that has the words "plated" or "community" isnt real silver. Also markings like "xxs" "IS" or "co." Are not real. Anything worth checking will have the word "sterling" but still not always real. Also really old silver will usually have random capatilized letters engraved in squares, standing for the country, year and ect the silver originated from.
But a lion on its hind legs facing to the right is your best chances at "pure" silver. Even though "pure" silver is actually only .999% Reply Was this helpful? 4 No doubt during your time treasure hunting there will be times you come across a coin, antique or piece of jewellery that you are unsure of. Unsure as to what that special item is made from and
whether it’s really silver, silver plated, EPNS or made from a completely different metal. Luckily you don’t need expensive equipment and acids to test if silver is real, plated or fake. The following simple ways will allow you the most simple ways for testing silver at home to determine if its real or not. Check for hallmarks What you'll need - 1 x Loupe
To begin with and before carrying out the proceeding home silver tests its wise to check thoroughly for hallmarks. If you've got a loupe handy then you should most definitely use it, as hallmarks can be very tiny at hard to see with the naked eye. Hallmarks will vary and largely depend on the country of origin. They are usually made up of numbers and
symbols for example if you see a hallmark number of 925, this means your item is made up of 92.5% silver. In the UK hallmarks will usually have tiny icons to identify the makers mark, the date it was made and the place it was made. If you see EPNS this means unfortunately your item is not silver, it is an abbreviation of electro plated nickel silver. To
identify any hallmarks you find on your item you can visit this website - 925-1000.com With all of that being said just because your item doesn’t have a hallmark doesn’t mean it is not silver. Coins do not have a hallmark, older items don’t and some countries do not stamp their silver. Also some handcrafted silver will not be marked. So we need to
carry out other simple home tests to determine if your item is in fact silver or not. Spit and foil silver test What you’ll need - Cooking/Aluminium foil and Spit! Yes you read it right! Spit. Gross right? However this is a very common and popular home silver test to give you a good idea if your object is made from silver. Before you carry out any tests you
should remember home tests may cause damage to your item so if its something you’'re planning on selling or attached too, then take it to a specialist. This is especially important for collectible coins as spitting on the coin or even handling it could cause spotting which will significantly devalue the coin. The spit and foil silver testing method will not
determine the exact silver content of the item but will give you an indication. Get some aluminium foil. Take the item you want to test and spit on it. No need to cough up your lung. Just a little spit will do. Now take the item and wrap it tightly in the cooking foil. Rub the wrapped item gently for around 5 - 10 seconds. Bring the foil and item close to
your nose and unwrap. Smell the foil, can you smell rotten eggs? If so then your item has a good chance of being silver. Again this test is not a guarantee that your item is silver, as heavily plated items can still cause this chemical reaction smell. This home silver test is just a good indicator. Testing silver with ice cubes What you’ll need - Large ice
cubes Silver is a very good heat conductor. Which is why the following test is again another simple way to test silver. This home test does not guarantee your item is in fact silver, but when combined with all of the tests on this page can be a great indication. Take an ice cube from your freezer. Ensure that your suspected silver item has been left at
room temperature. Take the item and place it on top of the ice cube. If after a few minutes the ice-cube has started to melt then your item could quite well be silver. Its worth noting that there are other metals that are great conductors of heat that could quite possibly cause the same melting effect on the ice-cube. So this is not a given! Using bleach
to test silver What you'll need - Domestic bleach PLEASE NOTE: Before carrying out the bleach test on your silver, you will need to have a way of cleaning or polishing your item, the reaction from the bleach will leave a visible mark on your item if it is silver. Bleach is one of the most effective home tests for silver that you can carry out, the bleach
from your bathroom will do! As bleach is a very strong oxidation agent when it comes in contact with real silver it will tarnish very quickly. This is because real silver is highly susceptible to the oxidation process. Place the item within a container or in a place that can be cleaned after the test has been carried out. Now take your domestic bleach and
put a single drop of bleach on the item. Observe carefully, if your item is silver the area in which you placed the drop of bleach should start to get dark very fast, until eventually losing all lustre and original silver color. It will eventually completely change to a very dull grey shade. Testing silver with a magnet What you’ll need - A powerful magnet
One of the most simple tests to determine if your silver item is fake is to use a magnet. Both silver and gold are NOT magnetic, therefore if your item sticks to a magnet it is NOT silver. Many fake silver items are mixed with other metals which are magnetic. For this home silver test you will need a strong magnet. Place your item on a smooth flat
surface. Take the magnet and slowly move towards the object. Take note of the reaction. If your item is drawn towards the magnet or outright sticks to the magnet your item is not silver. Again this test is not a direct indicator that your item is silver, sometimes metals like stainless steel are used which again is not magnetic. Size & Weight Test The
weight test really applies to only coins and medallions. Most coins and medallions will have their size, thickness and weights documented on the internet. To determine if your coin or medallion is real or fake silver you should research what the official weight and sizes should be and then compare your item to this. Find out what the size and weight of
the coin/medallion should be by research. Take an accurate set of scales and tape measure. Weigh and measure your item and compare to the official weight and dimensions. If yours item is the same weight and size then there is a very high chance it is real. A lot of reproduction coins and medals will use a different metal, which in turn has a different
density so your item may weigh more or less if it is a fake. Testing Silver With Acid What you’ll need - Official silver testing acid The most accurate of all tests is the acid test. This will require you to purchase official silver testing acid. Silver testing acids are a mixture of nitric and muriatic acid so will require caution and for you to wear chemical
resistant gloves and safety glasses. Using acids to test your silver item is the most accurate way however it is also a very harsh way and will cause damage to your item. So if you plan on selling or the item is collectible please do not carry out this test and instead ask an expert to authenticate. The acid silver test will require a good eye and is
determined by the color the acid changes to after applied to the item, so get ready to watch out for it. Put on your safety gloves and glasses. Take the item you want to test and place a drop of your testing acid onto the surface. Watch for the color change. (you can see the silver acid testing results color chart below) Wipe the acid from your item. In
some cases and if you are in doubt that your item is silver plated only, then you will need to file through to the core of the item for the test. This is because some items that are heavily silver plated will show as silver if you test on the surface. Here’s the results color chart: Solid silver: Blood red 925 or 92.5% Silver: Dark red 800 or 80% Silver: Brown
500 or 50% Silver: Green If you are going to be using the silver acid test quite often then you can buy what they call a silver testing stone. With a testing stone you rub the silver item onto it (This will cause scratches to your item) You then test the silver scrapings that are left on the stone. Home testing silver conclusion When testing silver at home it
really should be approached with caution, extreme care and thought. I can’t stress enough that you should never carry out any of the above tests if your item is historic, rare, collectible or important to you. The damage you may cause is irreversible and can significantly decrease the value and desirability of your item. When using acids or bleach for
testing ensure you wear the correct protective clothing. All of the home silver testing methods we have spoken about in this article, other than official acid tests, are not 100% accurate. They should only ever be used as an indicator, carrying out more than one test will help you confirm the “probability” that your item is not fake. (Visited 1,150 times, 1
visits today) < Diamond Detectors & Testers - All You Need To Know 7 Beginners Tips When Searching For Ambergris (AKA Whale Vomit ) — Silver is a highly coveted precious metal. Many societies throughout the centuries have used it as money or bartering item. To this day, many investors trade this rare metal as a hard asset. To top it off, silver
has many uses in different industry sectors. It is the best electrical and thermal conductor of all metals. It is resilient, yet very lustrous and won’t tarnish or corrode. Jewelry, electronics, medicine, dentistry, photovoltaic solar energy, and many industries resort to silver’s unique qualities. And precisely because silver is always in high demand, many
wrongdoers see it as an opportunity to take advantage of ill-advised people. According to a survey conducted by the National Coin & Bullion Association Anti-Counterfeiting Task Force, more than 40% of U.S. coin dealers that took part in the survey reported that customers have tried to sell them fake American Silver Eagle bullion coins. In this
article, we will cover some basic tests you can do at home to try and identify counterfeit silver coins, jewelry, or even flatware. They are not 100% accurate and, if possible, check with your trusted precious metal dealer or jeweler to confirm the results. What is real silver? Before we get into the tests, first let’s clarify what is considered real silver.
When it comes to silver bullion (silver coins, silver bars, and silver rounds, for instance), most products contain 99.9% pure silver, or .999 fine in millesimal fineness. That is the preferred standard for bullion, to maximize the investment in terms of pure silver. However, some old silver coins may contain a less pure alloy. The term “junk silver” refers
to old common silver coins, with not much numismatic value. Most of them contain 90% silver. The term “sterling silver” is an indication of 92.5% silver content. .925 fine silver is largely used in jewelry. Pure silver is relatively soft, so it is often mixed with a small amount of copper for improved hardness and strength. Zinc or nickel sometimes are
used in sterling silver as well. It does, however, make the metal more prone to tarnishing and corrosion. It is possible to find good-quality jewelry with .900 or even .800 fine silver. On the other hand, silver-plated items contain a large amount of cheaper metals, such as copper, zinc, and/or nickel, and a thin layer of silver plating. Those are not
considered real silver items. Let’s analyze a few ways in which we can test silver at home: 1. Look for hallmarks and mintmarks Most manufacturers will include a stamp, engraving, or some sort of marking to attest to their product’s quality. That can be either a small logo or inscription. Silver products might also contain an indication of the silver
content. That can be in millesimal fineness, such as 800, 900, 925, 950, or even 999. Or, with the term “STER”, indicating a variation of sterling silver, such as .925 fine silver. When it comes to bullion, many manufacturers are adding anti-counterfeiting measures to their products. The Royal Canadian Mint is famous for its innovative security features.
One example is the Canadian Maple Leaf silver coin. They contain the RCM's "Laser Mark Micro Engraving" privy marks, along with laser engraved radial lines in the fields of the coin. Not only national mints but also private mints take certifying and authenticating the purity of their products very seriously as well. PAMP Suisse, one of the world’s
most renowned refineries, secure their products with their state-of-the-art Veriscan technology. They engrave their products with microscopic marks, much like fingerprints, that can only be read and identified by their advanced scanners. Although these security features can’t really be checked at home, other unique characteristics can be easily
spotted through the naked eye. For instance, the Silver Britannia, by the Royal Mint, portrays a wave-patterned background on the reverse. When moved under the light, it creates a surface animation, like moving waves. Silver bars produced by the Perth Mint and PAMP Suisse come in an assay package. The protective package contains a serial
number that is also engraved on the silver bar itself. The number can be used to verify its authenticity with the manufacturer. 2. Look for discolorations Make a simple inspection for any discolorations on the surface of your silver jewelry, silverware, or bullion. Fine silver (.999 and above) won't easily tarnish or corrode. Thus, if you see any
discolorations starting to show an inner core of a different color, that is an indication that your item is may be either silver-plated or of a lesser purity such as sterling silver. For instance, if you start to see reddish wear marks, that suggests your piece is made of copper. 3. The Ice Cube Test As we have mentioned before, silver has the highest
thermal conductivity among metals. That means if you place an ice cube on top of a silver surface (such as coin or flatware), it should melt faster than a second ice cube on top of other metals, such as nickel or zinc. 4. The Magnet Test Pure silver is not a magnetic material. To be more specific, silver is not ferromagnetic. Which means it won’t attach
to magnets when close to one. In fact, silver is classified as diamagnetic. Like gold and copper, silver is slightly repelled by magnetic fields. The reaction is very subtle, though. In order to properly take this test, use a strong magnet, such as a neodymium magnet. Bring it close to the piece of silver you want to test. If it gets strongly attached to the
magnet, it means your item is not really made of silver. Maybe it is silver-plated with a nickel core, or another ferromagnetic metal, such as iron. Keep in mind that if the core is made of another diamagnetic metal, such as copper, the object is not going to attach to the magnet as well. So, this test might be good to confirm cheap fake silver (if the
object is attracted to the magnet), but it doesn’t guarantee you have real silver (if the object isn’t attracted to the magnet). 5. The Density Test This test requires a good scale in grams, not ounces, and a graduated cylinder or a kitchen container with milliliter markings. Just make sure the container will fit your silver item inside. First, weigh your
silver item on the scale and write down its precise weight. Source Next, fill the container with water and write down the exact amount of water it contains in milliliters. Then, slowly drop your silver item in it. The water level will rise. Take notes of the new water level. Now, subtract the number of the final water level by the original one. For instance,
if the water level was at 10 milliliters and it went up roughly to 13, the water displacement was close to 3 milliliters. That number represents the object’s volume. Write it down. Silver has a density of 10.49 g/cc (grams per cubic centimeter). So, simply divide the item’s weight in grams by its volume in milliliters. So, if your product weighs 31 grams,
and it displaced 3 milliliters, the math will be: 31 / 3 = 10.33 10.33 is pretty close to silver’s actual density, which is 10.49. The numbers used in the example are only approximate, though. For example, an American Silver Eagle coin weighs 1 troy ounce or 31.1035 grams. Its volume should be around 2.96 mL. So the real numbers aren’t quite as exact
as in the example above. However, if the math results in a density way off 10.49 g/cc, that certainly means the object is not pure silver. For instance, copper has a density of 8.96 g/cc and nickel 8.902 g/cc. Aluminum, on the other hand, is very light. It has a density of 2.7 g/cc. Watch the following video for more information on this test: 6. The Bleach
Test Bleach is an oxidizing agent. If you drop it on silver, the metal should turn black. But we don’t want to ruin your silver piece by bathing it in bleach. Find an inconspicuous place of your silver item, like the inside of a ring or bracelet. Drop a single drop of bleach on it. If the surface of the metal creates a black spot, then you have real silver. If not,
it’s probably a fake. 7. Silver Testing Kits These kits contain some acid solutions to test your material. Although very accurate, this test can damage your piece. It is, sometimes, referred to as the scratch test or acid test. The kits contain a touchstone or something else you can use to scratch the surface of your metal. Scratch your silver piece on the
touchstone to create a silvery line on it. Apply the acid on the line and it will change colors according to its metal content. For instance, pure silver will turn orange, while sterling silver will turn red. Lead or tin will turn yellow and nickel will turn blue. 8. Sigma Metalytic Scanners Although expensive, Sigma Metalytic Scanners or other similar
electronic testers are, by far, the most accurate way to check the precious metal content of your item. Keep in mind, however, that there are different scanners for jewelry and bullion. The scanner sends electromagnetic waves over the surface of the metal. It analyzes the metal’s resistance to the waves. Each metal has a unique resistance, so the
scanner can identify the object’s composition. Metalytic scanners are usually the test of choice among jewelers and precious metal dealers. If you just need to test one or two items, it is certainly cheaper to have them tested by a professional than purchase a scanner for your personal use. How to avoid buying fake silver? The best things you can do to
avoid buying fake silver are: Educate yourself. Learn more about how to buy silver before you start putting your money into this market; Buy from reputable dealers only. SD Bullion has been in operation for almost a decade. Throughout this time, we have grown to be one of the largest and most respected precious metal dealers in the world by
providing the best prices and best service. Here at SD Bullion, we have a range of silver products available, along with gold, platinum, and palladium to meet any investor’s needs. Contact our customer support service in case you need any help. You can reach us over the phone at 1(800)294-8732 and at sales@sdbullion.com. Or you can talk to one of
our agents through our live web chat feature on the bottom right of your screen. Lastly, please note that none of these methods are 100% fail-proof. You should always seek a third parties opinion as well on the value and validity of gold or silver.



