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Earning	a	certification	in	IT	demonstrates	your	skills	by	verifying	that	you've	passed	an	exam.	Depending	on	the	role,	some	employers	may	ask	for	specific	certifications	by	name.	While	certifications	aren't	the	only	way	to	enter	the	industry,	you	can	also	prepare	for	an	entry-level	IT	job	by	completing	a	certificate	program.	To	compare	10	employer-
recognized	IT	certifications,	use	the	following	article.	If	you're	ready	to	obtain	specialized	training	from	an	industry	leader	while	earning	credentials	for	your	resume,	consider	enrolling	in	the	Google	IT	Support	Professional	Certificate	today.Research	suggests	that	certifications	are	linked	to	higher	incomes.	IT	professionals	who	received	a	raise	due	to
earning	a	new	certification	saw	an	average	salary	increase	of	$13,000	[2].	Additional	benefits	of	earning	a	certification	include	stronger	job	performance	and	increased	competitiveness	in	the	job	market.	An	IT	certification	on	your	resume	can	also	be	a	quick	way	for	hiring	managers	to	gauge	your	abilities.The	following	10	IT	certifications	are
designed	to	prepare	you	for	entry-to-mid-level	roles	in	IT:1.	CompTIA	A+:	This	widely	recognized	certificate	provides	a	well-rounded	introduction	to	IT,	covering	networking,	operating	systems,	security,	and	mobile	devices.	Two	exams	are	required,	with	no	prerequisites	but	recommended	nine	to	12	months	of	hands-on	experience.2.	Cisco	Certified
Network	Associate	(CCNA):	The	CCNA	certification	covers	the	fundamentals	of	IT	networking	issues,	including	network	access,	IP	connectivity,	and	IP	services.	One	exam	is	required,	with	no	prerequisites	but	recommended	having	a	year	of	training	and	experience	with	computer	networks.3.	CompTIA	Security+:	This	certification	will	equip	you	with
the	skills	to	perform	basic	security	functions,	covering	encryption,	physical	security,	and	wireless	security.	It	requires	one	exam.These	certifications	can	help	IT	professionals	gain	entry-to-mid-level	roles	in	various	fields.	By	specializing	in	a	specific	area	like	networking,	security,	or	cloud	computing,	individuals	can	enhance	their	career	prospects.The
global	cybersecurity	workforce	is	facing	a	significant	shortage,	with	a	gap	of	3.4	million	workers	identified	by	the	(ISC)	Cybersecurity	Workforce	Study	in	2022.	For	those	interested	in	pursuing	an	entry-level	position	in	this	field,	there	are	several	certification	options	available,	including	the	Security+	certification.	This	certification	requires	one	exam
and	has	no	prerequisites,	making	it	an	accessible	starting	point	for	new	entrants.Another	popular	option	is	the	Microsoft	Fundamentals	certification,	which	tests	core	technology	skills	and	is	a	good	fit	for	those	who	work	with	Microsoft	products.	The	AWS	Cloud	Practitioner	certification	is	also	a	great	entry-point	into	cloud	computing,	offering
foundational	knowledge	and	no	prior	experience	requirements.For	those	looking	to	build	fundamental	cybersecurity	skills,	the	Google	Cybersecurity	Professional	Certificate	program	is	a	viable	option.	This	program	provides	training	in	Linux,	SQL,	and	Python	programming,	among	other	tools.looking	for	a	career	in	IT	but	not	sure	if	IT	certifications
are	right	for	you?	The	Google	IT	Support	Professional	Certificate	can	help	you	decide	if	it's	worth	your	time.	If	you're	looking	for	a	certification	that	will	give	you	skills	for	an	entry-level	job	in	IT,	other	certifications	like	the	CompTIA	A+	might	be	more	suitable	for	you.###ARTICLEYou'll	gain	access	to	the	Google	Hiring	Consortium,	an	exclusive	job
board	connecting	you	to	employers	hiring	for	professionals	with	Google	Career	Certificates.	To	earn	an	IT	certification,	follow	these	steps:1.	Pick	a	certification.	Choose	one	based	on	your	interests	and	needs,	like	looking	at	job	descriptions	of	positions	you're	interested	in	and	seeing	which	certifications	are	mentioned	most	often.2.	Prepare	for	the
exam.	Meet	requirements,	schedule	the	exam,	pay	for	it,	and	study	for	it.	You	can	choose	to	study	on	your	own	or	sign	up	for	a	course	designed	to	prepare	you	for	the	test.3.	Take	the	exam.	You	can	take	it	online	or	in	person.	Make	sure	you	remember	important	things	like	having	a	valid	ID	before	the	exam.If	you	know	you	want	to	break	into	the	IT
field,	getting	a	certification	may	be	a	great	investment	in	your	career.	But	if	you're	already	employed	and	think	a	certification	will	be	beneficial	to	you	and	your	company,	you	might	talk	to	your	manager	about	covering	the	costs.You	can	start	preparing	for	the	CompTIA	A+	exam	with	the	Google	IT	Support	Professional	Certificate,	which	builds	skills
needed	for	an	entry-level	IT	job.	This	program	includes	a	dual	badge	of	completionperfect	for	your	resume	or	LinkedIn	profilefor	those	who	complete	the	Professional	Certificate	and	pass	the	A+	exam.Alternatively,	you	could	consider	the	IBM	Business	Analyst	Professional	Certificate,	which	is	a	comprehensive	program	designed	to	equip	you	with	the
job-ready	skills	needed	to	thrive	in	a	growing	field.	With	an	11%	projected	growth	in	management	analyst	positions	(20222032,	U.S.	Labor	Department)	and	average	U.S.	salaries	for	Business	Analysts	as	$85,452	and	$84,998	for	women	and	men	respectively	(IIBA),	this	program	sets	you	up	for	success.A	Business	Analyst	bridges	stakeholders	and
project	teams,	translating	needs	into	actionable	solutions,	identifying	requirements,	delivering	insights,	and	ensuring	goals	are	met.	This	program	includes	self-paced	courses	on	both	foundational	and	advanced	concepts,	focusing	on	process	modeling,	requirements	gathering,	stakeholder	engagement,	systems	analysis	tools,	data	analysis,	and
visualization	using	Excel	and	Cognos.Throughout	this	certificate,	you	will	complete	hands-on	labs	and	projects	to	gain	practical	experience	in	these	areas.	Some	examples	include	lab	exercises	like	documenting	requirements,	visualizing	business	processes,	creating	a	business	analysis	matrix,	and	evaluating	digital	transformation	scenarios.	You'll	also
work	on	final	projects,	such	as	creating	a	flowchart	for	order	management	or	creating	visualizations	using	Cognos	Analytics.
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