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In the broadest sense, sustainability refers to the ability to maintain or support a process continuously over time. In business and policy contexts, sustainability seeks to prevent the depletion of natural or physical resources, so that they will remain available for the long term. Sustainability is ability to maintain or support a process over time.
Sustainability is often broken into three core concepts: economic, environmental, and social. Many businesses and governments have committed to sustainable goals, such as reducing their environmental footprints and conserving resources.Some investors are actively embracing sustainability investments, known as "green investments." Skeptics have
accused some companies of "greenwashing," the practice of misleading the public to make a business seem more environmentally friendly than it is. Accordingly, sustainable policies emphasize the future effect of any given policy or business practice on humans, ecosystems, and the wider economy. The concept often corresponds to the belief that
without major changes to the way the planet is run, it will suffer irreparable damage. As concerns about anthropogenic climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution have become more widespread, the world has shifted to embrace sustainable practices and policies, primarily through the implementation of sustainable business practices and
increased investments in green technology. The idea of sustainability is often broken down into three pillars: economic, environmental, and socialalso known informally as profits, planet, and people. In that breakdown, the concept of "economic sustainability" focuses on conserving the natural resources that provide physical inputs for economic
production, including both renewable and exhaustible inputs. The concept of "environmental sustainability" adds greater emphasis on the life support systems, such as the atmosphere or soil, that must be maintained for economic production or human life to even occur. In contrast, social sustainability focuses on the human effects of economic
systems, and the category includes attempts to eradicate poverty and hunger, as well as to combat inequality. In 1983, the United Nations created the World Commission on Environment and Development to study the connection between ecological health, economic development, and social equity. The commission, then run by former Norwegian
prime minister Gro Harlem Brundtland, published a report in 1987 that has become the standard in defining sustainable development. That report describes sustainable development, or the blueprint for attaining sustainability, as "meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." In
business contexts, sustainability refers to more than just environmentalism. Harvard Business School lists two ways to measure sustainable business practices: the effect a business has on the environment, and the effect a business has on society, with the goal of sustainable practice being to have a positive impact on at least one of those areas.
Corporate sustainability emerged as a component of corporate ethics in response to public concerns of long-term damage caused by a focus on short-term profits. This view of responsibility encourages businesses to balance long-term benefits with immediate returns, and the goal of pursuing inclusive and environmentally sound objectives. This covers
a broad array of possible practices. Cutting emissions, lowering energy usage, sourcing products from fair-trade organizations, and ensuring their physical waste is disposed of properly and with a smaller carbon footprint would qualify as moves toward sustainability. Companies have also set sustainability goals such as a commitment to zero-waste
packaging by a certain year, or to reduce overall emissions by a certain percentage. Many corporations have made such sustainability promises in recent years. For example, Walmart Stores, Inc. (WMT) has pledged to reach zero emissions by 2040. Morgan Stanley has pledged net-zero "financed emissions" by 2050. Google has pledged to operate
carbon-free by 2030. The push for sustainability is evident in areas such as energy generation as well, where the focus has been on finding new deposits to outpace the drawdown on existing reserves. Some electricity companies, for example, now publicly state goals for energy generation from sustainable sources such as wind, hydropower, and solar.
Because these policies tend to generate public goodwill, some companies have been accused of "greenwashing," the practice of providing a false impression that makes a business seem more environmentally friendly than it is. Moreover, many companies have been criticized for cost-cutting measures that make it harder to evaluate their sustainability.
For example, many companies might move some parts of their business to less-regulated markets, such as by offshoring production to obtain cheaper labor. This can make it harder to assess the costs of production on workers and the environment. Sustainability practices "significantly affect" the offshoring activities of multinational corporations,
according to an examination of data from 1,080 multinational corporations. The switch to sustainability can be difficult. The Santa Fe Institute outlines three major impediments for firms seeking to improve their environmental impacts: First, it is hard to actually understand the impact of any individual firm. Second, it is difficult to rank the
environmental impact of some activities, and finally, it is difficult to predict how economic agents respond to changing incentives. Sustainable investing surveys over the past couple of years have suggested that half (or in some cases, more than half) of investors say that sustainability is "fundamental" to investing strategy. Not everyone concerned
with investments shares the enthusiasm. In July 2021, for instance, Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) Commissioner Hester Peirce argued that not only would environmental, social, and governance (ESG) disclosure mandates violate the agency's authority, but it may also "undermine financial and economic stability." According to Peirce, the
"inherently political" sustainability metrics were "unabashedly" created to direct capital toward certain businesses. In response to public comments and regulatory pressure to look into such mandates, Peirce said that it would be a violation of the SEC's "historically agnostic approach" to regulations. Eiji Hirano, a former chairman of the board of
visitors for Japans Government Pension Investment Fund, has said that there's a bubble in ESG investing and that the fund needs to rethink its ESG investments, according to interviews with Bloomberg News. In addition to the social benefits of improving the environment and elevating human needs, there are also financial benefits for companies that
successfully implement sustainability strategies. Using resources sustainability can improve the long-term viability of a business concern, just as cutting waste and pollution can also help a company save money. For example, using more efficient lighting and plumbing fixtures can help a company save on utility bills, as well as improve its public image.
There may also be government tax incentives for companies that adopt certain sustainability practices. Sustainability can also make a company more attractive to investors. A 2019 HEC Paris Research paper showed that shareholders value the ethical dimensions of a firm so much that they are willing to pay $.70 more to purchase a share in a firm
that gives a dollar or more per share to charities. The study also revealed a loss in valuation for firms perceived as exercising a negative social impact. Based on interviews with senior executives across 43 global investing firms, Harvard Business Review has argued that the perception among some business leaders that environmental, social, and
governance issues are not mainstream in the investment community is outdated. The "sea change" in investor attitudes described by Harvard Business Review draws on the increased commitments of investors. The Principles for Responsible Investment, a United Nations-supported effort to bring these issues into investing, had 63 investment
companies with $6.5 trillion in assets under management that committed when it launched in 2006. In 2018, it had 1,715 companies with $81.7 trillion in assets. While it's tempting to support companies that seem environmentally friendly, some companies are less sustainable than they seem. This use of misleading advertisements or branding to
create a false impression of sustainability is sometimes called "greenwashing." Many corporations are seeking to integrate sustainability practices into their core business models. Companies can adopt sustainability strategies in the same way that they develop their other strategic plans. The first step to integrating sustainability practices is to
identify a specific weakness shortcoming. For example, a company might determine that it generates too much waste, or that its hiring practices are causing harm to the surrounding communities. Next, the company should determine its goals, and identify the metrics it will use to measure its achievements. A company might set an ambitious target
for reducing its carbon footprint, or set a specific percentage goal for diversity hiring. This will allow the company to determine objectively if its goals have been met. The final step is to implement the strategy and assess its results. This requires continuous re-evaluation, as a company's goals may change as the company grows. There are some
common pitfalls for companies aiming for sustainability. One of them is the knowledge-action gap: even though many executives set sustainability as one of their core business values, few of them take concrete actions to accomplish sustainability objectives. Another is known as the compliance-competitiveness gap. While improving sustainability
metrics can make a company more competitive in the market, these goals should not be confused with the mandatory compliance requirements that a company must adhere to. While sustainability is desirable, compliance is mandatory. An interesting example of a successful sustainability strategy is Unilever, the parent company of Dove soaps, Axe
body spray, Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream, Hellmann's mayonnaise, and many other familiar brands. In 2010, the company implemented the Unilever Sustainable Living Plan, a ten-year blueprint for reducing the environmental impact of its brands while providing a more fair workplace. By the end of Unilever Sustainable Living Plan, the company was able
to announce major achievements in improving its environmental footprint as well as the company's bottom line. By working to conserve water and energy, the company was able to save more than 1 billion euros between 2008 and 2018. Moreover, by creating more opportunities for women, Unilever also become the preferred consumer goods
employer for graduate students in 50 countries. The principles of sustainability refer to the three core concepts of environmental, social, and economic sustainabilitysometimes broken down as "people, planet, and profits." This means that in order to be considered sustainable, a business must be able to conserve natural resources, support a healthy
community and workforce, and earn enough revenue to remain financially viable for the long-term. Many sustainable businesses seek to reduce their environmental footprint by using renewable energy or by reducing waste. Companies may also be more sustainable by promoting diversity and fairness in their workforce, or enacting policies that
benefit the local community. Economic sustainability refers to a company's ability to continue its operations over a long-term horizon. In order to be economically sustainable, a company must be able to ensure that it will have adequate resources, workers, and consumers for its products into the distant future. There are many different ways to
measure and compare sustainable companies. Canadian research firm Corporate Knights publishes a list of the 100 most sustainable companies. The list is topped by the Danish companies Vestas Wind Systems and Chr Hansen Holding, Autodesk Inc., in the United States, Schneider Electric in France, and City Developments in Singapore. Non-
sustainable products uses resources that cannot be replaced or replenished at the same speed that they are consumed. Products that rely on fossil fuels cannot be sustainable, because the resources used to make them can never be replaced. Other resources such as as rainforest timber, fishery stocks, sea corals, and other wildlife can be sustainable,
if they are only harvested be limits that allow existing stocks to be replenished. As consumers become more environmentally conscious, more companies and businesses are finding ways to reduce their impacts upon the planet and their community. Sustainability practices allow companies to highlight their social benefits while continuing to attract
customers. It seems like nowadays, the term sustainable is used all around us from food packaging to clothing companies and even tourism. In fact, sustainability was one of the most-searched terms in fashion in 2019, and Google searches for the term have been on the rise, illustrating the publics growing interest in the topic. But what is
sustainability exactly and why is it so important? The go-to definition when discussing sustainability is meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. And though you may have heard this before, many people do not know the origins of this definition in particular. In 1987, the United
Nations Brundtland Commission published this particular definition of sustainability in the Brundtland report, which called for a strategy that united development and the environment. Over the years, alternative definitions have emerged, but the Brundtland reports 1980s take on the explanation is still commonly used. The Three Pillars of
Sustainability is another popular framework used to describe what sustainable development is. This tool conveys that sustainability consists of environmental, social, and economic factors that are vital when discussing the topic: Environmental sustainability is perhaps the most obvious of the three pillars, as it symbolises the importance of things like
natural resources and biodiversity to support life on Earth. Social sustainability places importance on social structures, well-being, and harmony; all factors that poverty, wars, and injustices can affect. Economic sustainability describes the ability of an economy to grow. This is especially important in todays societies, at a time when many sustainable
initiatives require financing and a strong economic rationale. In order to find solutions to ongoing sustainability issues, it is imperative that we consider all three pillars. The three pillars of sustainability. You might also like: We Need Sustainable Food Packaging Now. Heres Why. The concept of planetary boundaries (PB) is focussed on nine aspects
that humanity needs in order to thrive in the future. This idea was developed in 2009 by the Stockholm Resilience Centre and other groups: We propose a new approach to global sustainability in which we define planetary boundaries within which we expect that humanity can operate safely. Transgressing one or more [] may be deleterious or even
catastrophic due to the risk of crossing. At the time when this new concept was introduced, scientists believed that humanity had already transgressed three boundaries, and was rapidly approaching several others. In 2022, a re-assessment of the PBs by fourteen scientists concluded that humanity had transgressed additional boundaries, relating to
freshwater and environmental pollutants in particular. The planetary boundaries. Source: Stockholm Resilience Centre. The PBs have been widely cited in sustainability literature over the last decade, and provide an illustrative tool to track and evaluate how we are depleting the Earths valuable ecosystem services and precious systems. Though the
tool is mainly environmentally focused, it has informed various policies and practices, including the World Business Council on Sustainable Developments Action 2020 Strategy. In turn, this has had a knock-on effect on social and economic aspects of global policy and governance, including financial investment, food, textiles, building, technology and
household goods sectors. You might also like: Sustainable Alternatives to Fast Fashion In 2015, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was adopted by the UN Member States. One of the most well-known elements of this were the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) which set out various goals that the international community must
work together to achieve ranging from environmental and social to economic issues. The 17 Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations (17 UN SDGs). Image: UN. We cannot discuss the SDGs without first acknowledging their predecessor the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) set out in September 2000. These goals ranged from
halving extreme poverty to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS. By the end of the 15-year cycle of the MDGs in 2015, the UN established an even more ambitious set of goals the SDGs to enter into force on 1 January 2016. While not all of the MDGs were met globally, significant progress was made in several areas. The SDGs have been continually
monitored and provide key benchmarks for us to understand how sustainability is being achieved worldwide. Overview reports are regularly published and comment on the nuances that significant events bring to achieving the SDGs (like the COVID-19 pandemic, for example). You can read the 2022 SDG Report here. You might also like: Why the
Sustainable Development Goals for 2030 Are More Important Than Ever So far, weve discussed the different ways that sustainability is defined and the tools and metrics we have developed on a global scale to measure our impact on the environment, societies, and economies worldwide. But why is sustainability important? Here are a few reasons,
although the list could go on for a lot longer: Sustainability joins social, environmental, and economic issues together throughout global discussions, ensuring that key elements do not get left behind. Focusing on aspects other than the environment alone ensures a fairer, more equitable discussion (as long as a diverse range of players is at the table).
Sustainability opens up new conversations between a range of people with diverse skills and thought processes for example scientists, sociologists, and economists all have key skills to enable humanity to thrive and sustain the Earth. The SDGs are an impactful way to evaluate our progress and have encouraged key ideas and strategies to flourish
while remaining realistic about the next steps and improvements. Why Is Sustainability Important? How Does EPA Promote Sustainability? Sustainability is based on a simple principle: Everything that we need for our survival and well-being depends, either directly or indirectly, on our natural environment. To pursue sustainability is to create and
maintain the conditions under which humans and nature can exist in productive harmony to support present and future generations. Learn more about sustainability and how EPA incorporates it into its work in the National Research Council's report, Sustainability and the U.S. EPA. Why Is Sustainability Important? The National Environmental Policy
Actof 1969 committed the United States to sustainability, declaring it a national policyto create and maintainconditions under which humans and nature can exist in productive harmony, that permit fulfilling the social, economic and other requirements of present and future generations. In the years since NEPA was enacted, the publics interest in
sustainability has broadened. According to the National Research Council, there are many additional drivers for sustainability.In the areas where the US has seen considerable progress in sustainability, a common driver for sustainability efforts is citizens and other stakeholders concern. In addition, sustainability practitioners are becoming more
ambitious in their sustainability efforts and are working together to share best practices to ensure the greatest environmental, economic and social impact. EPA has a long history of working toward sustainable outcomes. How Does EPA Promote Sustainability? EPA has a variety of methods, tools, guidances and programs that support the application
of sustainability withindecision-making including: Executive orders and government-wide practices also influence EPA's work. Learn more at the following links: FedCenter Sustainability Page-guidance, examples, and information resources to aid federal agencies in developing and maintaining sustainable facilitiesSustainability is a broad discipline
that encompasses various strategies and practices aimed at meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. The concept integrates three core elements: environmental, economic, and socialoften referred to as the three pillars of sustainability. Environmental sustainability involves
managing natural resources judiciously to prevent degradation and maintain ecological balance. Economic sustainability ensures that communities can maintain economic stability and growth over time, while social sustainability focuses on maintaining fair and beneficial practices toward labor, the community, and the regions in which a corporation
operates.The concept of sustainability in its modern form was born during a time of growing concern about human impact on the environment, particularly highlighted in the late 20th century. The term became popularized after the publication of the Brundtland Report in 1987, formally titled Our Common Future, by the World Commission on
Environment and Development (WCED), led by Gro Harlem Brundtland. The report defined sustainable development and called for economic growth that is environmentally accountable and socially inclusive. This was a response to increasing concerns over the destructive impact of industrialization on the planet and its ecosystems, igniting global
discussions on how to address these pressing issues without halting economic progress.Aligning with this foundational philosophy, the United Nations introduced the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015 as part of its 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. These goals provide a blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and the
planet, now and into the future. Each goal addresses global challenges we face, including those related to poverty, inequality, climate change, environmental degradation, and justice. The SDGs are all interconnected, and the idea is that success in one area often involves tackling issues more commonly associated with another.The alignment of
sustainability with the SDGs is evident as each goal incorporates aspects of economic, social, and environmental sustainability. For example, SDG 13 (Climate Action) directly addresses environmental sustainability by calling for urgent actions to combat climate change and its impacts. Similarly, SDG 1 (No Poverty) and SDG 8 (Decent Work and
Economic Growth) reflect the economic dimensions of sustainability, advocating for sustained, inclusive economic growth and efforts to eradicate poverty. Meanwhile, SDG 5 (Gender Equality) and SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities) emphasize social sustainability by promoting equality and the empowerment of all individuals.Understanding and
implementing sustainability practices in line with the UNs SDGs requires collaborative efforts from governments, businesses, civil societies, and individuals. The comprehensive approach outlined by the SDGs highlights the interconnectedness of sustainabilitys three pillars and underscores the holistic effort required to achieve these goals. Through
global partnership and cooperation, the principles of sustainability can lead to substantive improvements in our environmental integrity, economic prosperity, and social equity, paving the way for a balanced and sustainable future for all. Within the broad framework of sustainability, various standards have been developed to address specific industry
needs and challenges. These standards provide guidelines and benchmarks for businesses to measure and report on their sustainability performance. For instance, European Standards CSRD/, the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI) offers standards that are widely used by organizations to report on environmental, social, and corporate governance
(ESG) issues. Similarly, the Sustainability Accounting Standards Board (SASB) provides industry-specific standards that help businesses disclose financially material sustainability information to investors. Other frameworks, such as ISO 14001, focus on environmental management systems and help organizations improve their environmental
performance through more efficient use of resources and reduction of waste. Each of these standards caters to different aspects of sustainability and is designed to be applied across various business sectors, providing a structured approach to managing and communicating sustainability performance.Adopting these sustainability standards can
significantly benefit companies on their journey to managing ESG reporting more effectively. By integrating these standards into their business operations, companies can ensure comprehensive tracking and reporting of performance across all ESG aspects.Our Team can help you on your journey to ESG reporting easily. The most often quoted
definition comes from the UN World Commission on Environment and Development:sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. In the charter for the UCLA Sustainability Committee, sustainability is defined as: the integration of
environmental health, social equity and economic vitality in order to create thriving, healthy, diverse and resilient communities for this generation and generations to come. The practice of sustainability recognizes how these issues are interconnected and requires a systems approach and an acknowledgement of complexity. Sustainable practices
support ecological, human, and economic health andvitality. Sustainability presumes that resources are finite, and should be usedconservatively and wisely with a view to long-term priorities and consequences of theways in which resources are used. In simplest terms, sustainability is about our children and our grandchildren, and the world we will
leave them. Some other definitions of sustainability: If you are interested in more information, UCLA offers continuing education in sustainability, the UCLA Extension Sustainability Certificate Program. Stay connected to UCLA Sustainability Sustainability is based on a simple principle: Everything that we need for our survival and well-being depends,
either directly or indirectly, on our natural environment. Learn more here. Sustainability is a broad discipline, giving students and graduates insights into most aspects of the human world from business to technology to environment and the social sciences.Define SustainabilityThe definition of sustainability is the study of how natural systems
function, remain diverse and produce everything it needs for the ecology to remain in balance. It also acknowledges that human civilization takes resources to sustain our modern way of life (1). There are countless examples throughout human history where a civilization has damaged its own environment and seriously affected its own survival
chances (some of which Jared Diamond explores in his book Collapse: How Complex Societies Choose to Fail or Survive (10)). Sustainability takes into account how we might live in harmony with the natural world around us, protecting it from damage and destruction.Balancing Resource Use for a Greener FutureWe now live in a modern, consumerist
and largely urban existence throughout the developed world, and we consume a lot of natural resources every day. In our urban centres, we consume more power than those who live in rural settings (2, p3-4) and urban centres use a lot more power than average, keeping our streets and civic buildings lit, to power our appliances, our heating and
other public and household power requirements. That's not to say that sustainable living should only focus on people who live in urban centres though, there are improvements to be made everywhere - it is estimated that we use about 40% more resources every year than we can put back and that needs to change (3, p2). Sustainability and
sustainable development focus on balancing that fine line between competing needs - our need to move forward technologically and economically, and the needs to protect the environments in which we and others live.Sustainability is not just about the environment (4), it's also about our health as a society in ensuring that no people or areas of life
suffer as a result of environmental legislation, and it's also about examining the longer term effects of the actions humanity takes and asking questions about how it may be improved (2).History of SustainabilityHumans have, since the Neolithic Agricultural Revolution and maybe even before then, been a consumer rather than a replenisher of
environmental resources. From hunter-gatherer societies that moved into an area to use up its resources in a season before setting up camp or moving on, only to return the following year to do the same, the development of a surplus economy saw permanent settlements. Slash and burn farming replaced natural wilderness often with uniform crop
plantation (11, p2483) and camps gave way to settlements, then eventually villages, towns and cities which would put pressure on the environment.Sometimes, the environmental pressures forced people into making these changes in the first place (growing human population being one of those pressures) and often eventually they had to move on to
somewhere new where the environmental could better sustain them and their practices, or make further changes to their existing environment. There was no real concept of sustainable living, even if the people of the distant past understood that soil had a maximum fertility that could be exhausted and replenished with livestock.It is widely
acknowledged that many societies collapsed due to an inability to adapt to the conditions brought on by these unsustainable practices (10). Whether that was introducing alien species that upset the balance of the ecosystem, cutting down too many trees at once or even a failure to adapt to natural fluctuations in the climate, we are far more aware in
the modern world about the potential damage caused by human action. Cultural change often led to survival of those societies beyond what might have been expected under the circumstances (11, p2485).Though some Renaissance and Enlightenment philosophers would express concern about resources and over-population and whether these were
sustainable in the long term, these people were not taken seriously at the time other than as a hypothetical question. It would take until the 20th century before we would understand the impact that we could have on our environment. Environmental damage, pollution, destabilizing soils by cutting down trees, fossil fuels and other environmental
issues led to a growing concern about the environment and whether we were or could damage our own ecosystem. The United Nations was founded after World War II and in 1945, UNESCO was established to promote the importance of human culture and of science (14). Today, their remit is "to contribute to the building of peace, the eradication of
poverty, sustainable development and intercultural dialogue through education, the sciences, culture, communication and information" (15).By the late 20th century, the science of climate change was firmly established. We knew by the 1980s about the problems of the greenhouse effect and the destruction of the ozone layer (12) and coming very late
in the century, an awareness of the notion that some of our resources - particularly fossil fuels - were finite and that we should make efforts to move to renewable methods of power. It was then that we saw the social, economic and scientific birth of the environmental movement. In 2005, the World Summit on Social Development identified three core
areas that contribute to the philosophy and social science of sustainable development. These pillars in many national standards and certification schemes, form the backbone of tackling the core areas that the world now faces. The Brundtland Commission described it as development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs" (6). We must consider the future then, in making our decisions about the present.Economic DevelopmentThis is the issue that proves the most problematic as most people disagree on political ideology what is and is not economically sound, and how it will affect businesses and by extension, jobs
and employability (2, p4). It is also about providing incentives for businesses and other organizations to adhere to sustainability guidelines beyond their normal legislative requirements. Also, to encourage and foster incentives for the average person to do their bit where and when they can; one person can rarely achieve much, but taken as a group,
effects in some areas are cumulative. The supply and demand market is consumerist in nature and modern life requires a lot of resources every single day (6); for the sake of the environment, getting what we consume under control is the paramount issue. Economic development is about giving people what they want without compromising quality of
life, especially in the developing world, and reducing the financial burden and red tape of doing the right thing.Social DevelopmentThere are many facets to this pillar. Most importantly is awareness of and legislation protection of the health of people from pollution and other harmful activities of business and other organizations (6). In North America,
Europe and the rest of the developed world, there are strong checks and programs of legislation in place to ensure that people's health and wellness is strongly protected. It is also about maintaining access to basic resources without compromising the quality of life. The biggest hot topic for many people right now is sustainable housing and how we
can better build the homes we live in from sustainable material. The final element is education - encouraging people to participate in environmental sustainability and teaching them about the effects of environmental protection as well as warning of the dangers if we cannot achieve our goals (7, p7-12).Environmental ProtectionWe all know what we
need to do to protect the environment, whether that is recycling, reducing our power consumption by switching electronic devices off rather than using standby, by walking short journeys instead of taking the bus. Businesses are regulated to prevent pollution and to keep their own carbon emissions low. There are incentives to installing renewable
power sources in our homes and businesses. Environmental protection is the third pillar and to many, the primary concern of the future of humanity. It defines how we should study and protect ecosystems, air quality, integrity and sustainability of our resources and focusing on the elements that place stress on the environment (6). It also concerns
how technology will drive our greener future; the EPA recognized that developing technology and biotechnology is key to this sustainability, and protecting the environment of the future from potential damage that technological advances could potentially bring (1).What are the Primary Goals of Sustainability?The sustainable development professional
network thinks, acts and works globally.In 2012, the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development met to discuss and develop a set of goals to work towards; they grew out of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) that claimed success in reducing global poverty while acknowledging there was still much more to do. The SDG eventually
came up with a list of 17 items (8) which included amongst other things:The end of poverty and hungerBetter standards of education and healthcare - particularly as it pertains to water quality and better sanitationTo achieve gender equalitySustainable economic growth while promoting jobs and stronger economiesAll of the above and more while
tackling the effects of climate change, pollution and other environmental factors that can harm and do harm people's health, livelihoods and lives.Sustainability to include health of the land, air and seaFinally, it acknowledged the concept of nature having certain rights - that people have stewardship of the world and the importance of putting people
at the forefront of solving the above global issues (9) through management of the environment and of consumption (for example, reducing packaging and discouraging food waste as well as promoting the use of recyclable materials).Essential Skills for Sustainability GraduatesThe core skills with which environmental science graduates leaves college
or university are highly sought after, especially in a modern world looking to drastically reduce carbon emissions and discover and develop the technologies of the future. Sustainability draws on politics, economics and, philosophy and other social sciences as well as the hard sciences.Sustainability skills and environmental awareness is a priority in
many corporate jobs at graduate level and over as businesses seek to adhere to new legislation. Therefore, Sustainability graduates will go into many fields but most commonly civic planning, environmental consultancy (built and natural environment), agriculture, not for profit, corporate strategies, health assessment and planning, and even into law
and decision making. Entry-level jobs are growing and over the coming years, bachelors graduates can expect more and more options and opportunities.Bachelor's Degrees in Sustainability: A Gateway to Diverse OpportunitiesSustainability is one the newest degree subjects that attempts to bridge social science with civic engineering and
environmental science with the technology of the future. When we hear the word sustainability we tend to think of renewable fuel sources, reducing carbon emissions, protecting environments and a way of keeping the delicate ecosystems of our planet in balance. In short, sustainability looks to protect our natural environment, human and ecological
health, while driving innovation and not compromising our way of life. Because of this growing requirement, a master's will not necessarily be required for most jobs as bachelor's programs (and in some cases lower than this) prepares people for a career in sustainability. Read more about the various sustainability degrees and education. A
Sustainable Futurelt is not yet clear what our sustainable future will look like but with emerging technologies and the improvement of older cleaner fuel sources, many people now look to a post fossil fuel world - including businesses. Since the 1950s, we have experienced unprecedented growth including intensive farming, a technological revolution
and a massive increase in our power needs (13, p2) putting even greater pressure and strain on the planet's resources. We are also far more aware of the plight of the developing world and that facing our planet as we now observe both natural and human-caused disasters and the effects that these can have on the ecosystems and on human
population. It's vital that we develop new, cleaner technologies to cope with our energy demands but sustainability is not just about the environment.The biggest social activism movement related to the social development side of sustainability, has been programs such as Fair Trade and the Rainforest Alliance in encouraging good farming practices
while ensuring farmers who produce luxury goods such as coffee and cocoa receive a decent living wage (14). Activist and sustainability professionals hope to remove trade barriers in future so that they may benefit everyone, contributing to the economic and social development core of sustainability while promoting good environmental practice
(16).Sources MG Mason has a BA in Archaeology and MA in Landscape Archaeology, both from the University of Exeter. A personal interest in environmental science grew alongside his formal studies and eventually formed part of his post-graduate degree where he studied both natural and human changes to the environment of southwest England;
his particular interests are in aerial photography. He has experience in GIS (digital mapping) but currently works as a freelance writer as the economic downturn means he has struggled to get relevant work. He presently lives in southwest England.

What is sustainability reporting practices. What is sustainability reporting gri. What is the primary role of cpas in sustainability reporting. What is sustainability reporting standards. What is sustainability
reporting in accounting. What is sustainability reporting assurance. What is sustainability reporting pdf. What is materiality in sustainability reporting. What is sustainability reporting in business. What is
sustainability reporting framework. What is corporate sustainability reporting. What is the primary purpose of sustainability reporting. What is integrated sustainability reporting. What is sustainability reporting
in finance. What is sustainability reporting and why is it important.



