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Historia	de	japón	resumida

Japón	tiene	una	rica	historia	que	abarca	desde	la	antigüedad	hasta	la	era	moderna,	con	períodos	como	Jomon,	Yayoi	y	Kofun	que	dieron	forma	a	su	cultura	antigua.	Durante	el	período	feudal,	Japón	experimentó	eventos	clave	como	la	aristocracia	en	la	era	Heian	y	el	florecimiento	de	los	samuráis	durante	las	guerras	Genpei	en	el	período	Kamakura.	En
tiempos	modernos,	Japón	se	vio	influenciado	por	la	restauración	Meiji	y	la	apertura	a	influencias	occidentales.	Estos	son	solo	algunos	aspectos	destacados	de	su	fascinante	historia.	El	origen	de	Japón	se	remonta	a	los	primeros	asentamientos	humanos	en	el	archipiélago,	que	llegaron	a	través	de	migraciones	desde	otros	lugares	de	Asia	durante	la
época	prehistórica.	Fueron	los	ancestros	de	los	japoneses	actuales.	Los	primeros	asentamientos	en	Japón	se	remontan	a	miles	de	años	atrás,	donde	los	primeros	habitantes	eran	cazadores-recolectores	que	vivían	en	comunidades	pequeñas	y	dependían	de	la	caza,	la	pesca	y	la	recolección	de	alimentos	para	sobrevivir.	Durante	este	período,	se
caracterizó	por	la	producción	de	cerámica	con	patrones	decorativos	únicos.	Después	del	período	Jomon,	Japón	experimentó	un	período	de	transición	conocido	como	el	período	Yayoi,	que	estuvo	marcado	por	una	importante	influencia	de	la	cultura	china	en	varios	aspectos	de	la	sociedad	japonesa.	Posteriormente,	el	período	Kofun	marcó	el	comienzo	de
la	formación	de	un	Estado	centralizado	en	Japón.	El	período	feudal	en	Japón	fue	una	etapa	crucial	en	su	historia,	caracterizada	por	cambios	políticos	y	sociales	significativos.	Durante	este	período,	Japón	experimentó	tres	subperiodos	importantes:	el	período	Heian,	el	período	Kamakura	y	el	período	Azuchi-Momoyama.	El	período	Heian,	que	abarcó
desde	el	año	794	hasta	el	1185,	se	caracterizó	por	el	florecimiento	de	la	cultura	aristocrática	y	el	auge	de	la	literatura	y	las	artes.	La	capital,	Heian-kyo	(hoy	día	Kioto),	fue	establecida	como	el	centro	político	y	cultural	del	país.	El	período	Kamakura,	que	tuvo	lugar	desde	el	año	1185	hasta	el	1333,	fue	testigo	del	surgimiento	del	shogunato	Kamakura
como	la	principal	autoridad	política.	From	Japan.	The	power	passed	from	the	imperial	court	to	the	shoguns,	who	governed	in	the	name	of	the	emperor	but	had	effective	control	over	the	country.	During	this	period,	samurais,	the	dominant	military	class,	gained	great	influence	in	society	and	established	themselves	as	the	ruling	elite.	Azuchi-Momoyama
Period	The	Azuchi-Momoyama	period,	which	ran	from	1573	to	1603,	marked	the	end	of	feudalism	in	Japan.	This	era	saw	the	powerful	warlord	Oda	Nobunaga	and	his	successor	Toyotomi	Hideyoshi	unify	Japan	after	a	period	of	conflict	and	establish	a	strong	central	government.	Additionally,	there	was	a	flourishing	of	the	arts,	architecture,	and	culture.
Feudal	Japan	was	an	era	of	profound	political	and	social	transformations,	where	power	shifted	from	aristocratic	nobility	to	shoguns	and	warlords.	These	changes	laid	the	foundation	for	the	consolidation	of	feudalism	and	Japan's	later	opening	to	foreign	influences	in	modern	times.	Modern	Japan	The	period	of	Japanese	history	that	spans	from	the	late
19th	century	to	the	present	is	known	as	Modern	Japan.	During	this	era,	the	country	experienced	significant	changes	that	transformed	it	into	a	global	power.	Meiji	Restoration	In	1868,	the	Meiji	Restoration	marked	the	end	of	the	Tokugawa	shogunate	and	the	return	of	power	to	the	Emperor.	This	period	was	characterized	by	a	series	of	political,
economic,	and	social	reforms	aimed	at	modernizing	and	westernizing	Japan.	Imperial	Period	Opening	to	Western	Powers	From	the	19th	century	onwards,	Japan	established	relations	with	several	Western	powers,	signing	commercial	and	diplomatic	treaties	that	allowed	for	trade	and	economic	growth.	This	opening	to	the	outside	world	influenced
Japanese	society's	modernization	and	adoption	of	new	technologies	and	Western	practices.	Significant	Events	The	Genpei	Wars	were	a	crucial	conflict	in	Japanese	history	that	took	place	during	the	Kamakura	period.	These	wars	pitted	the	Taira	and	Minamoto	clans	against	each	other	in	a	struggle	for	control	of	the	country.	The	Minamoto	clan,	led	by
Minamoto	no	Yoritomo,	emerged	victorious	in	1185,	solidifying	their	power	and	establishing	the	first	feudal	shogunate	in	Japan,	known	as	the	Kamakura	shogunate.	Consolidation	of	the	Tokugawa	Shogunate	Following	a	period	of	instability	known	as	the	Sengoku,	Tokugawa	Ieyasu	managed	to	unify	the	country	in	the	16th	century.	In	1603,	he
established	the	Tokugawa	shogunate,	which	would	govern	Japan	for	over	250	years.	During	this	period,	known	as	the	Edo	period,	policies	of	isolation	were	implemented	and	peace	and	stability	were	promoted	internally.	This	period	also	saw	the	consolidation	of	feudalism,	where	samurais	and	daimyos	played	a	central	role	in	Japanese	society.	Opening
to	Western	Powers	In	the	19th	century,	Japan	experienced	an	opening	to	foreign	influences	and	trade	with	La	influencia	occidental	en	Japón	comenzó	a	sentirse	después	de	más	de	dos	siglos	de	aislamiento,	lo	que	llevó	al	país	a	abrir	sus	puertas	debido	a	la	presión	de	las	potencias	extranjeras.	La	llegada	del	comodoro	Matthew	Perry	en	1853	condujo
a	la	firma	del	Tratado	de	Kanagawa	en	1854,	permitiendo	el	comercio	exterior	y	marcando	el	inicio	de	una	era	de	modernización	y	occidentalización.	Durante	el	período	Meiji	(1868-1912),	Japón	se	convirtió	en	un	país	moderno	adoptando	elementos	de	la	cultura	china,	como	la	escritura,	la	filosofía	y	las	artes.	La	introducción	del	budismo	desde	China
también	tuvo	un	impacto	significativo	en	la	sociedad	japonesa.	A	lo	largo	de	los	siglos,	Japón	ha	sido	influenciado	por	la	cultura	china	a	través	de	intercambios	culturales,	comerciales	y	religiosos.	El	período	Yayoi	(siglo	III	a.C.-tercer	siglo	d.C.)	marcó	el	inicio	del	contacto	con	la	cultura	china	a	través	del	comercio,	mientras	que	el	período	Asuka	(siglos
VI-VII	d.C.)	fue	testigo	de	la	adopción	de	la	arquitectura,	la	religión	y	la	gobernabilidad	chinas	en	Japón.	En	la	era	moderna,	Japón	se	ha	caracterizado	por	dos	períodos	significativos:	Heisei	(1989-2019)	y	el	actual	período	Reiwa.	Durante	el	período	Heisei,	Japón	experimentó	una	gran	prosperidad	y	avances	tecnológicos,	convirtiéndose	en	una	de	las
economías	más	sólidas	del	mundo.	El	período	Reiwa	comenzó	en	2019	con	la	ascensión	al	trono	del	emperador	Naruhito	y	se	espera	que	esté	marcado	por	cambios	sociales	y	culturales.	El	gobierno	japonés	ha	expresado	su	compromiso	con	construir	una	sociedad	más	inclusiva	y	sostenible,	pero	el	país	está	enfrentando	varios	desafíos	en	este	sentido.
Japón	sigue	siendo	líder	en	tecnología,	especialmente	en	áreas	como	la	robótica	e	inteligencia	artificial,	pero	también	está	luchando	contra	problemas	demográficos	como	la	disminución	de	la	tasa	de	natalidad	y	un	aumento	en	la	edad	de	la	población.	Esto	plantea	desafíos	para	el	cuidado	de	los	ancianos	y	la	sostenibilidad	económica.	Además,	Japón
ha	hecho	esfuerzos	para	abordar	los	problemas	ambientales	y	promover	la	energía	renovable.	La	historia	de	Japón	se	remonta	a	hace	al	menos	30.000	años,	cuando	los	seres	humanos	comenzaron	a	vivir	en	el	país.	Durante	la	última	era	glacial,	Japón	estaba	conectado	con	el	continente	asiático	por	un	puente	terrestre	y	los	cazadores	de	la	edad	de
piedra	pudieron	cruzarlo	a	pie.	Cuando	la	edad	de	hielo	terminó,	alrededor	del	año	10.000	a.C.,	Japón	se	convirtió	en	un	grupo	de	islas.	La	sociedad	japonesa	ha	cambiado	significativamente	a	lo	largo	de	la	historia.	En	el	período	Jomon	(del	8.000	a.C.	al	300	a.C.),	los	antiguos	japoneses	aprendieron	a	hacer	cerámica	y	vivían	de	la	caza,	la	pesca	y	la
recolección	de	mariscos.	Luego,	en	el	período	Yayoi	(del	300	a.C.	al	300	d.C.),	los	japoneses	aprendieron	a	cultivar	arroz	y	a	hacer	herramientas	de	bronce	y	hierro.	En	el	período	Kofun	(del	300	al	710	d.C.),	Japón	se	fue	uniendo	poco	a	poco,	y	los	hombres	ricos	y	poderosos	fueron	enterrados	en	vastas	tumbas	llamadas	Kofun.	La	influencia	china
también	comenzó	a	sentirse	en	este	momento,	con	la	introducción	de	la	escritura	procedente	de	China	alrededor	del	año	400	d.C.	Japón	ha	estado	luchando	por	mantener	relaciones	estables	y	fortalecer	la	cooperación	con	otros	países	en	ámbitos	como	el	comercio,	la	seguridad	y	la	cultura.	La	nación	sigue	siendo	líder	en	tecnología	y	ha	hecho
esfuerzos	para	abordar	los	problemas	ambientales	y	promover	la	energía	renovable.	A	partir	de	contacto	con	los	chinos,	los	japoneses	también	aprendieron	a	producir	porcelana,	seda	y	laca.	De	manera	similar,	adoptaron	la	planificación	urbana	china.	Según	la	tradición,	el	rey	de	Paekche	en	Corea	envió	sacerdotes	budistas	al	emperador	japonés	en
552	d.C.	con	la	intención	de	convertir	a	Japón	al	budismo.	La	religión	nativa	japonesa	se	llama	Shinto,	que	significa	"el	camino	de	los	dioses".	El	sintoísmo	enseña	que	los	espíritus	están	presentes	en	todas	las	manifestaciones	naturales.	Todo	fenómeno	natural	como	una	montaña,	un	lago,	un	árbol,	una	cascada	o	incluso	una	roca	tienen	un	espíritu.	El
sintoísmo	no	tiene	profetas	ni	un	libro	sagrado,	pero	sus	enseñanzas	se	transmiten	a	través	de	mitos.	El	sintoísmo	cuenta	con	muchas	ceremonias	y	festivales,	mientras	que	el	budismo	se	preocupa	más	por	lo	que	sucede	después	de	la	muerte.	Los	japoneses	practicaron	ambas	religiones	pacíficamente.	Además,	en	el	siglo	VII	d.C.,	el	emperador	se	hizo
más	poderoso.	El	príncipe	Shotoku	(574-622)	gobernó	como	regente	de	la	emperatriz	Suiko	y	era	un	mecenas	de	las	artes	y	el	aprendizaje.	Trajo	eruditos	de	China	y	Corea	a	Japón,	adoptó	el	calendario	chino	y	construyó	el	templo	y	monasterio	budista	Horyuji	en	607.	Después	de	él,	en	646	se	dieron	a	conocer	una	serie	de	reformas	conocidas	como	la
Taika.	Desde	entonces,	todas	las	tierras	de	Japón	pertenecían	al	emperador.	Los	campesinos	debían	pagar	impuestos	al	emperador,	ya	sea	en	forma	de	bienes	o	mano	de	obra.	En	el	año	670	se	realizó	un	censo	para	conocer	el	número	de	contribuyentes	y	a	finales	del	siglo	VII	Japón	era	un	reino	centralizado	y	altamente	civilizado.	Sin	embargo,	la
gente	creía	que	no	tenía	suerte	de	quedarse	en	el	mismo	lugar	después	de	la	muerte	de	un	emperador.	Siguiendo	la	costumbre	china,	los	japoneses	decidieron	crear	una	capital	permanente	y	construyeron	una	ciudad	en	Nara	en	710.	En	ese	momento	Japón	estaba	dividido	en	provincias	y	se	ordenó	a	los	gobernadores	que	escribieran	informes	sobre
sus	respectivas	provincias.	Sin	embargo,	en	el	siglo	VIII	los	monjes	y	sacerdotes	budistas	comenzaron	a	interferir	en	la	política	y	en	784	el	emperador	Kammu	decidió	trasladar	su	capital.	Finalmente,	en	794	se	trasladó	a	Heian-Kyo,	que	significa	"capital	de	la	paz",	y	más	tarde	el	nombre	de	la	ciudad	cambió	a	Kioto.	La	era	de	794	a	1185	es	conocida
como	el	período	Heian,	durante	el	cual	las	artes	y	el	aprendizaje	florecieron.	Alrededor	del	año	1000	d.C.,	Lady	Murasaki	Shikibu	escribió	la	primera	novela	del	mundo,	Genji	Monogatari.	Historia	de	Genji,	a	novel	about	the	life	of	Prince	Genji.	Another	book	from	that	time	is	Sei	Shonagon's	diary,	known	as	The	Pillow	Book.	Meanwhile,	in	the	9th
century,	Dengo	Daishi	founded	the	Tendai	Buddhist	sect,	and	Kobo	Daishi	founded	the	Shingon	sect.	In	the	late	7th	century,	the	Fujiwara	family	rose	to	great	power,	influencing	Japanese	politics.	Outside	of	Kyoto,	the	emperor's	power	weakened,	and	wealthy	landowners	became	more	powerful,	employing	private	armies	(Japanese	warriors	were	called
Samurai).	In	feudal	Japan,	samurai	warriors	followed	a	code	of	conduct	known	as	bushido.	They	were	expected	to	be	completely	loyal	and	self-disciplined;	instead	of	being	captured	by	enemy	samurai,	they	would	commit	seppuku,	or	ritual	suicide.	Samurai	fought	with	long	swords	called	katanas	and	short	swords	called	wakizashi.	They	also	used	lances
called	yari	and	daggers	called	tantō.	Samurai	wore	armors	like	haramaki	to	protect	their	torso,	as	well	as	kaskazuri	to	protect	the	lower	body.	Helmets	were	known	as	kabuto,	which	had	guards	at	the	neck	called	shikoro,	sometimes	featuring	a	crest	called	kaijirushi.	The	cowl	was	protected	by	a	piece	called	nowdawa.	Samurai	also	wore	masks	called
mempo	and	armors	called	kote	to	protect	their	arms.	In	1180,	a	civil	war	broke	out	between	powerful	families	in	Japan.	On	one	side	was	the	Taira	family	(also	known	as	Heike),	while	on	the	other	side	was	the	Minamoto	family	(also	known	as	Genepi).	The	Minamoto	were	supported	by	the	Fujiwara	clan	and	led	by	two	brothers,	Yoritomo	and
Yoshitsune.	The	Taira	were	eventually	defeated	by	the	Minamoto	in	a	naval	battle	at	Dannoura	in	1185.	In	1192,	the	emperor	granted	Yoritomo	the	title	of	Sei	Tai	Shogun,	meaning	"conqueror	of	the	great	general."	The	shogun	became	the	true	power	in	Japan,	governing	in	the	name	of	the	emperor.	This	new	form	of	government	was	called	bakufu,	or
the	tent	government,	since	generals	gave	orders	from	their	tents	during	war.	After	Yoritomo's	death,	two	of	his	sons	ruled	Japan.	However,	the	second	son	was	assassinated	in	1219,	and	power	passed	to	the	Hojo	family,	wife	of	Yoritomo.	Later,	Japan	had	an	emperor	as	a	figurehead,	a	Shogun,	and	a	regent	Hojo	who	governed	in	the	name	of	the
Shogun.	In	the	13th	and	14th	centuries,	Japanese	cities	and	commerce	grew,	and	merchants	became	wealthy.	They	organized	into	guilds.	Also	during	this	time,	Zen	Buddhism	gained	popularity.	Zen	emphasizes	meditation.	Some	followers	meditate,	trying	to	clear	their	minds	of	all	thoughts.	In	Japan,	people	focused	on	their	worldly	desires.	Others
meditated	using	Koans,	such	as	"What	is	the	sound	of	one	hand	clapping?"	Zen	Buddhism	had	a	significant	influence	on	arts	like	gardening	and	flower	arrangement	(Ikebana).	During	this	time,	the	Japanese	tea	ceremony	also	evolved.	According	to	tradition,	a	monk	named	Eisai	brought	tea	seeds	from	China	in	1191,	believing	it	would	help	monks	stay
alert	during	meditation.	The	slow	and	careful	preparation	of	tea	became	a	calming	ritual.	As	time	passed,	the	art	of	tea-making	spread	to	the	nobility	and	merchants.	By	the	end	of	the	16th	century,	the	traditional	Japanese	tea	ceremony	(cha-no-yu)	was	developed	in	its	modern	form	by	Sen	no	Rikyu.	Meanwhile,	the	Mongols	attempted	to	conquer
Japan	twice:	once	in	1274	and	again	in	1281.	The	second	invasion	lasted	for	seven	weeks,	but	ultimately	failed	due	to	a	typhoon.	This	struggle	against	the	Mongols	led	to	high	taxes	and	an	unpopular	government.	The	emperor	Go-Daigo	became	dissatisfied	with	being	a	mere	puppet	and	launched	a	rebellion	against	the	Hojo	clan	in	1333.	Ashikaga
Takauji,	the	leader	of	the	Hojo	forces,	defected	and	joined	Go-Daigo's	side.	This	led	to	a	period	of	dual	emperors	in	Japan,	lasting	until	1392.	The	Muromachi	period	(1333-1573)	was	characterized	by	the	Ashikaga	family	ruling	from	Kyoto's	Muromachi	district.	During	this	time,	Japanese	theater	(Noh)	developed,	featuring	masked	actors	performing	on
a	minimalist	stage	with	painted	backgrounds.	Two	notable	landmarks	from	this	era	are	the	Kinkaku-ji	and	Ginkaku-ji	temples	in	Kyoto.	However,	internal	conflicts	within	the	Ashikaga	family	led	to	the	Onin	War	(1467-1477),	resulting	in	significant	destruction	of	Kyoto.	By	the	end	of	the	15th	century,	the	central	authority	had	largely	disappeared,
leaving	behind	a	power	vacuum.	The	emperors	remained	mere	figureheads	as	rival	landowners,	known	as	daimyos,	fought	for	control.	In	1542,	Portuguese	traders	arrived	in	Japan,	marking	the	beginning	of	European	influence	on	the	country.	La	llegada	de	los	portugueses	a	la	isla	de	Tanegashima	marcó	un	punto	de	inflexión	en	las	relaciones	entre
Japón	y	Europa.	Los	japoneses	rápidamente	aprendieron	a	fabricar	armas	gracias	a	la	influencia	portuguesa,	y	también	introdujeron	tabaco,	batatas	y	relojes	en	el	país.	Los	misioneros	jesuitas	dirigidos	por	Francisco	Javier	llegaron	en	1549	con	el	objetivo	de	convertir	a	los	japoneses	al	catolicismo	romano,	pero	encontraron	una	recepción	inicial
favorable	que	luego	cambió.	La	introducción	de	armas	de	fuego	y	cañones	cambió	radicalmente	la	guerra	japonesa.	Un	líder	militar	llamado	Oda	Nobunaga	se	benefició	de	estas	nuevas	armas	y	en	1569	capturó	el	puerto	de	Sakai,	seguido	de	una	gran	victoria	en	Nagashino	en	1575.	Su	muerte	en	1582	lo	dejó	a	su	general	Toyotomi	Hideyoshi	para
continuar	la	labor	de	reunificar	a	Japón.	Toyotomi	sometió	la	isla	sureña	de	Kyushu	en	1587	y	conquistó	el	este	de	Japón	en	1590,	después	intentó	conquistar	Corea	pero	fracasó.	Su	fallecimiento	en	1598	marcó	el	final	de	su	intento	de	unificación.	Tokugawa	Ieyasu	rompió	su	promesa	con	Toyotomi	y	se	hizo	con	el	poder	tras	aplastar	a	sus	rivales	en
Sekigahara	en	1600.	Fue	nombrado	shogun	en	1603	y	capturó	el	castillo	de	Osaka,	la	fortaleza	de	Hideyori,	en	1615.	Este	evento	marcó	el	comienzo	del	gobierno	Tokugawa,	que	duraría	hasta	1868.	Durante	este	período,	la	sociedad	japonesa	estuvo	estrictamente	dividida	con	los	daimyo,	los	terratenientes,	encima	de	la	jerarquía	social,	y	los
comerciantes	en	la	base.	Sin	embargo,	un	inglés	llamado	William	Adams	llegó	a	Japón	en	1600	y	fue	bien	recibido	por	el	shogun	Ieyasu,	quien	lo	utilizó	para	construir	barcos	europeos.	Los	holandeses	fueron	dados	permiso	para	comerciar	con	Japón	en	1609	y	los	ingleses	obtuvieron	el	mismo	permiso	en	1613.	A	pesar	de	este	comercio	con	extranjeros,
el	gobierno	japonés	comenzó	a	perseguir	a	los	cristianos	y	restringió	aún	más	sus	actividades.	El	viaje	de	un	comerciante	japonés	llamado	Tanaka	Shosuke	a	México	en	1610	fue	una	pequeña	parte	de	estas	interacciones.	En	el	siglo	XVI,	los	cristianos	se	consideraban	una	amenaza	para	la	seguridad	interna	de	Japón.	En	1597,	Toyotomi	Hideyoshi
ordenó	crucificar	a	26	cristianos,	incluyendo	9	misioneros	europeos,	en	Nagasaki.	La	persecución	de	los	cristianos	continuó	y	en	1612	se	prohibió	completamente	el	cristianismo	en	Japón.	En	1637,	los	cristianos	de	la	zona	de	Shimabara	se	rebelaron,	pero	fueron	aplastados	en	1638.	El	gobierno	japonés	respondió	encerrando	a	su	país	del	mundo
exterior.	Entre	1633	y	1639,	se	aprobaron	leyes	que	prohibían	a	los	japoneses	viajar	al	extranjero	o	construir	barcos	oceánicos.	Sin	embargo,	se	permitió	el	comercio	con	chinos	y	holandeses,	y	en	1641,	los	holandeses	fueron	confinados	a	la	isla	Dejima	en	el	puerto	de	Nagasaki.	Esta	política	de	aislamiento	se	llamó	sakoku,	pero	Japón	no	estuvo
completamente	desconectado	del	mundo.	Los	libros	holandeses	seguían	siendo	importados	y	la	clase	dominante	japonesa	estaba	informada	sobre	los	acontecimientos	mundiales.	El	gobierno	de	Tokugawa	mantuvo	el	orden	controlando	directamente	un	cuarto	de	la	tierra	en	Japón	y	entregando	tierras	a	daimyos	de	confianza.	También	empleaban	espías
para	vigilar	a	las	familias	poderosas.	A	pesar	de	la	prosperidad	económica,	Japón	no	era	pacífico.	Hubo	muchas	rebeliones	campesinas	y	los	samuráis	se	convirtieron	en	menos	útiles	que	antes,	muchos	se	convirtieron	en	ronin	o	sin	señor.	En	el	siglo	XVIII,	el	teatro	Kabuki	se	desarrolló	y	el	arte	marcial	del	kendo	también	se	popularizó.	Sin	embargo,	a
finales	de	ese	siglo,	las	potencias	occidentales	comenzaron	a	presionar	a	Japón	para	que	abriera	sus	puertos	comerciales.	En	1853,	el	Comodoro	Matthew	Perry	lideró	una	flota	estadounidense	que	entró	en	aguas	japonesas	cerca	de	Edo	y	entregó	un	mensaje	pidiendo	derechos	comerciales.	El	shogun	accedió	a	abrir	dos	puertos	a	los	barcos
estadounidenses.	En	1856,	Francia,	Gran	Bretaña,	los	Países	Bajos	y	Rusia	también	obligaron	a	Japón	a	firmar	tratados	similares.	En	1858,	los	americanos	obligaron	a	los	japoneses	a	abrir	más	puertos	para	el	comercio.	Los	tratados	establecían	que	los	japoneses	sólo	podían	cobrar	derechos	de	importación	moderados.	The	Meiji	Restoration	had	many
implications	for	Japan's	relations	with	foreign	goods	and	people.	Foreigners	were	exempt	from	Japanese	law.	After	the	humiliating	treaties,	the	Japanese	resented	them	intensely,	calling	them	unequal.	The	shogun	lost	face	due	to	his	weakness.	Many	Japanese	believed	that	Japan	would	only	be	strong	if	the	shogunate	was	abolished	and	the	emperor
restored	to	power.	Some	Japanese	wanted	to	resist	foreigners,	while	others	wanted	to	copy	Western	technology.	Opinion	was	bitterly	divided.	In	1868,	a	brief	civil	war	broke	out	between	pro-emperor	and	pro-shogun	forces	at	Fushimi,	with	the	pro-emperor	force	emerging	victorious.	After	that,	Emperor	Meiji	and	his	followers	were	determined	to
modernize	Japan,	and	they	succeeded.	Within	a	surprisingly	short	period,	Japan	transformed	from	a	primitive	agricultural	country	to	an	industrialized	modern	nation.	The	government	encouraged	industrialization	through	loans	and	subsidies.	Soon	many	new	industries,	such	as	shipbuilding,	flourished.	In	1870,	the	first	mechanized	silk	factory	opened
in	Japan,	and	in	the	same	year,	the	first	telegraph	line	was	established	between	Tokyo	(formerly	Edo)	and	Yokohama.	By	1872,	a	railway	connecting	them	was	built.	Meanwhile,	in	1871,	private	armies	maintained	by	daimyo	were	abolished,	and	many	samurai	joined	the	new	national	army.	The	same	year,	Japan's	first	newspaper	was	published.	In	1872,
compulsory	education	was	introduced	in	Japan,	along	with	military	service.	By	1878,	Japan's	army	was	reformed	to	model	itself	after	Germany's.	Japan's	navy	was	inspired	by	Britain's.	In	1873,	Japan	adopted	the	Western	calendar.	That	same	year,	a	land	tax	and	Emperor	Meiji	and	his	empress	began	wearing	Western-style	clothing.	In	1889,	Emperor
Meiji	granted	a	constitution	based	on	Germany's.	Japan	gained	a	parliament	called	the	Diet,	but	only	a	small	minority	of	men	could	vote.	However,	these	rapid	changes	were	not	popular	among	all.	In	1877,	samurai	led	by	Saigo	Takamori	(1827-1877)	rebelled	in	Satsuma.	An	army	of	recruits	led	by	Marshal	Yamagata	crushed	the	rebellion.	After	that,
samurai	lost	their	privileges	and	most	had	to	accept	civilian	jobs.	In	1894,	Japan	and	China	clashed	over	Korea.	China	considered	Korea	to	be	under	its	"influence"	and	sent	troops	there	in	1894.	The	Japanese	opposed	this	and	went	to	war.	The	Sino-Japanese	War	was	an	impressive	victory	for	Japan.	Japan	quickly	expelled	Chinese	forces	from	Korea
and	captured	Port	Arthur.	The	Treaty	of	Shimonoseki	in	1895	granted	Japan	Formosa	(Taiwan)	and	Port	Arthur,	while	China	had	to	pay	a	large	indemnity	and	refrain	from	interfering	in	Korean	politics.	However,	Russia,	France,	and	Germany	forced	Japan	to	return	Port	Arthur.	El	Imperio	Japonés	se	convirtió	en	una	potencia	mundial	a	finales	del	siglo
XIX	y	principios	del	XX,	tras	una	serie	de	victorias	militares	contra	Rusia,	China	y	otras	potencias	europeas.	El	ataque	japonés	a	Rusia	en	1904	marcó	el	comienzo	de	esta	expansión,	y	Japón	eventualmente	obtuvo	territorios	significativos	en	Manchuria	y	Sakhalin.	Japón	ganó	la	guerra	ruso-japonesa	de	1905	y	se	convirtió	en	una	potencia	asiática
dominante.	El	país	también	se	benefició	de	la	mediación	estadounidense,	que	lo	ayudó	a	firmar	el	Tratado	de	Portsmouth,	que	otorgaba	territorios	a	Japón.	En	la	década	de	1910,	Japón	se	anexó	Corea	y	comenzó	a	expandirse	en	Asia.	Sin	embargo,	después	de	la	Primera	Guerra	Mundial,	Japón	se	enfrentó	a	la	oposición	de	los	Estados	Unidos,	que
presionaron	para	limitar	sus	aspiraciones	coloniales.	El	terremoto	de	Tokio	en	1923	y	las	restricciones	de	inmigración	estadounidenses	en	1924	fueron	golpes	significativos	para	el	país.	En	los	primeros	años	del	reinado	de	Hirohito,	la	economía	japonesa	funcionó	bien,	pero	la	Gran	Depresión	de	1929	afectó	al	país.	En	la	década	de	1930,	Japón	se
expandió	aún	más	en	Asia,	anexionando	Manchuria	y	creando	el	estado	fantoche	de	Manchukuo.	El	ejército	japonés	eventualmente	tomaría	el	poder	en	el	país,	y	Hirohito	se	convirtió	en	un	gobernante	nominal.	Los	líderes	políticos	eran	muy	débiles	para	resistir	a	la	presión	japonesa.	Muchos	en	el	ejército	querían	invadir	China.	En	1936,	China	se	vio
obligada	a	aceptar	la	ocupación	japonesa	de	la	región	de	Fengtai,	cerca	de	Beijing.	La	tensión	entre	las	tropas	japonesas	y	chinas	en	esa	área	aumentó	y	los	combates	estallaron	el	7	de	julio	de	1937.	Japón	envió	más	tropas	a	la	zona	y	pronto	se	convirtió	en	una	invasión	a	gran	escala	de	China,	aunque	no	hubo	una	declaración	formal	de	guerra.	En
diciembre	de	1937,	los	japoneses	capturaron	Nanking	y	masacraron	civiles.	Luego,	en	julio	de	1941,	las	tropas	japonesas	ocuparon	la	Indochina	francesa.	Los	EE.UU.	se	opusieron	a	la	expansión	japonesa,	temiendo	que	Japón	fuera	una	amenaza	para	sus	intereses	en	el	Pacífico.	Los	Estados	Unidos	prohibieron	las	exportaciones	de	petróleo	a	Japón	y
Japón	eligió	ir	a	la	guerra	en	lugar	de	rendirse.	Japón	envió	una	fuerza	de	portaaviones	y	atacó	la	flota	estadounidense	del	Pacífico	en	Pearl	Harbor	el	7	de	diciembre	de	1941.	Los	japoneses	tuvieron	éxito	al	principio,	capturando	Singapur,	Filipinas	e	Indonesia	en	los	primeros	meses	de	la	guerra.	Sin	embargo,	la	marea	cambió	en	la	batalla	de	Midway
en	mayo	de	1942	cuando	Japón	perdió	4	portaaviones.	En	enero-febrero	de	1943,	Japón	fue	obligado	a	evacuar	Guadalcanal	y	en	agosto	de	1943	fueron	derrotados	por	los	australianos	en	Nueva	Guinea.	Mientras	tanto,	los	americanos	comenzaron	la	guerra	submarina	y	la	navegación	japonesa	sufrió	terribles	pérdidas.	Los	estadounidenses	también
iniciaron	una	campaña	de	"salto	a	la	isla",	atacando	algunas	islas	del	Pacífico	que	estaban	en	manos	de	los	japoneses.	Japón	sufrió	una	severa	derrota	naval	en	el	Golfo	de	Leyte	en	octubre	de	1944.	Un	ejército	británico	de	la	India	empujó	a	los	japoneses	de	vuelta	a	Birmania.	Al	final,	Japón	fue	derrotado	por	la	aplastante	fuerza	industrial	de	los
Estados	Unidos.	A	partir	de	marzo	de	1945,	los	pilotos	kamikaze	japoneses	volaron	en	misiones	suicidas,	estrellándose	deliberadamente	contra	barcos	americanos.	Pero	fue	en	vano.	En	junio	de	1945,	los	americanos	capturaron	Okinawa.	Mientras	tanto,	los	bombardeos	americanos	estaban	destruyendo	ciudades	japonesas.	El	26	de	julio	de	1945,
Truman	y	Churchill	exigieron	la	rendición	de	Japón	y	amenazaron	a	los	japoneses	con	una	"destrucción	rápida	y	total"	si	no	lo	hacían.	Japón	se	negó	y	el	6	de	agosto	de	1945	un	bombardero	estadounidense	lanzó	una	bomba	atómica	sobre	Hiroshima.	El	9	de	agosto,	otro	fue	arrojado	sobre	Nagasaki.	Japón	capituló	el	15	de	agosto	de	1945.	El	2	de
septiembre	se	firmó	un	documento	oficial	de	entrega	y	los	americanos	ocuparon	Japón.	Japón	después	de	la	Segunda	Guerra	Mundial	y	su	crecimiento	económico	The	history	of	human	habitation	in	Japan	dates	back	around	38-39,000	years	to	the	Paleolithic	period.	This	was	followed	by	the	Jōmon	and	Yayoi	periods,	with	the	latter	marked	by	significant
cultural	and	technological	advancements,	including	the	introduction	of	iron	technology	and	agriculture	from	Asia.	The	population	grew	rapidly	due	to	these	innovations,	leading	to	the	eventual	decline	of	the	indigenous	hunter-gatherer	Jōmon	people.	The	legacy	of	Imperial	Japan	extends	back	to	the	establishment	of	Heian-kyō	(modern	Kyoto)	as	the
imperial	capital	in	794,	marking	the	start	of	the	Heian	period	-	a	golden	age	for	classical	Japanese	culture.	This	era	saw	the	blending	of	native	Shinto	practices	with	Buddhism,	laying	the	foundation	for	Japan's	spiritual	identity.	As	time	passed,	the	power	of	the	imperial	house	waned,	and	control	shifted	to	powerful	civilian	aristocratic	clans	like	the
Fujiwara,	followed	by	the	rise	of	military	families	and	their	samurai	armies.	The	Minamoto	clan	emerged	victorious	in	the	Genpei	War	of	1180-85,	leading	to	the	creation	of	the	Kamakura	shogunate	with	Yoritomo	as	its	leader.	The	Kamakura	period	saw	two	failed	Mongol	invasions	in	1274	and	1281	but	was	ultimately	toppled	by	a	rival	claimant	in
1333.	This	marked	the	beginning	of	the	Muromachi	era,	characterized	by	the	growth	of	regional	warlords	known	as	daimyō	at	the	expense	of	the	shogunate.	The	late	16th	century	saw	Japan	reunified	under	Oda	Nobunaga	and	his	successor	Toyotomi	Hideyoshi.	Following	Toyotomi's	death	in	1598,	Tokugawa	Ieyasu	came	to	power,	leading	to	a
prosperous	but	isolated	Edo	period	(1600-1868)	during	which	the	Tokugawa	shogunate	imposed	strict	social	classes	and	cut	off	most	contact	with	the	outside	world.	The	arrival	of	the	Portuguese	in	1543	marked	the	beginning	of	European	influence	on	Japan,	introducing	firearms	that	significantly	impacted	Japanese	warfare.	However,	it	was	not	until
the	Perry	Expedition	of	1853-54	that	Japan's	isolationist	policies	were	fully	dismantled,	leading	to	a	period	of	rapid	modernization	under	the	Meiji	era	(1868-1912).	Although	democracy	and	civilian	culture	thrived	during	the	Taishō	period	(1912-1926),	Japan's	military	maintained	significant	autonomy.	The	Japanese	military's	aggression	in	China	from
1937	and	its	surprise	attack	on	Pearl	Harbor	in	1941	drew	the	United	States	into	World	War	II,	leading	to	Japan	committing	numerous	war	crimes	across	Asia.	The	war	ended	with	Emperor	Hirohito	announcing	Japan's	surrender	on	August	15.	Following	Japan's	atomic	bombings	in	Hiroshima	and	Nagasaki	and	the	Soviet	invasion	of	Manchuria,	the
country	was	occupied	by	the	Allies	until	1952.	During	this	period,	a	new	constitution	was	enacted	in	1947	that	transformed	Japan	into	its	current	constitutional	monarchy	and	parliamentary	democracy.	After	1955,	Japan	experienced	rapid	economic	growth	under	the	Liberal	Democratic	Party's	governance,	becoming	a	world	economic	powerhouse.
However,	since	the	Lost	Decade	of	the	1990s,	Japanese	economic	growth	has	slowed.	In	prehistoric	times,	hunter-gatherers	arrived	in	Japan	around	38-40,000	years	ago,	with	evidence	of	human	habitation	dating	back	to	32,000	years	ago	on	Okinawa's	Yamashita	Cave	and	up	to	20,000	years	ago	on	Ishigaki	Island.	These	early	humans	likely	traveled
by	sea	on	watercraft.	The	Jōmon	period,	spanning	from	roughly	13,000	BC	to	about	1,000	BC,	saw	Japan	inhabited	by	a	predominantly	hunter-gatherer	culture	that	reached	a	considerable	degree	of	sedentism	and	cultural	complexity.	This	period	is	characterized	by	the	cord-marked	pottery	style,	which	was	decorated	by	impressing	cords	into	the
surface	of	wet	clay.	The	advent	of	the	Yayoi	people	from	the	Asian	mainland	brought	significant	transformations	to	Japan's	archipelago,	including	the	development	of	rice	cultivation	and	metallurgy.	Initially	importing	bronze	and	iron	weapons	and	tools	from	China	and	the	Korean	peninsula,	the	Yayoi	radiated	out	from	northern	Kyūshū,	gradually
replacing	the	Jōmon	culture	and	introducing	weaving	and	silk	production.	The	Yayoi	period	in	Japan	was	marked	by	significant	technological	advancements,	cultural	exchange,	and	societal	changes.	The	expansion	of	this	ancient	civilization	led	to	a	fusion	with	the	indigenous	Jōmon	people,	resulting	in	a	small	genetic	blend.	New	woodworking
techniques,	glassmaking	technologies,	and	architectural	styles	emerged	during	this	time,	which	originated	from	the	Asian	mainland.	Scholars	debate	the	extent	to	which	these	innovations	were	spread	through	migration	or	cultural	diffusion.	Genetic	and	linguistic	studies	support	the	theory	of	migration	as	the	primary	factor	behind	the	Yayoi's
technological	advancements.	Historian	Hanihara	Kazurō	estimates	that	between	350	to	3,000	immigrants	arrived	on	Japanese	shores	annually.	The	population	of	Japan	rapidly	increased,	with	some	estimates	suggesting	a	tenfold	rise	over	the	Jōmon	period.	By	the	end	of	the	Yayoi	period,	the	population	size	varied	from	1	to	4	million.	Notable	changes
during	this	time	included	improvements	in	health	and	nutrition	standards,	as	evidenced	by	skeletal	remains	from	late	Jōmon	sites.	In	contrast,	Yayoi	archaeological	sites	featured	large	structures	such	as	grain	storehouses,	indicating	a	shift	towards	more	organized	societies.	The	Yayoi	tribes	coalesced	into	several	kingdoms,	which	were	later
mentioned	in	written	records	such	as	the	Book	of	Han	and	the	Book	of	Wei.	The	kingdom	of	Yamatai,	ruled	by	female	monarch	Himiko,	gained	ascendancy	over	others	around	240	AD.	During	the	subsequent	Kofun	period,	Japan	unified	under	a	single	territory,	with	massive	burial	mounds	constructed	from	around	250	AD	onwards.	These	kofun,	such	as
the	Daisenryō	Kofun,	symbolized	the	growing	power	of	the	Yamato	state's	leaders	and	were	often	surrounded	by	clay	sculptures	depicting	warriors	and	horses.	The	center	of	the	unified	state	was	Yamato	in	central	Japan,	with	a	hereditary	line	of	emperors	reigning	as	the	world's	longest	dynasty.	The	rulers	expanded	their	territory	through	military
conquest	while	also	seeking	diplomatic	recognition	from	China.	The	Asuka	period	in	Japan,	spanning	from	538	AD	to	645	AD,	was	marked	by	significant	interactions	with	continental	powers,	particularly	China	and	Korea.	The	Yamato	federation	and	the	Izumo	Federation	engaged	in	a	centuries-long	struggle	before	written	records	existed.	During	this
time,	Buddhist	temple	Hōryū-ji,	commissioned	by	Prince	Shotoku,	emerged	as	the	oldest	wooden	structure	worldwide,	showcasing	Korean	architectural	influence.	Buddhism	was	introduced	to	Japan	from	Baekje	kingdom	in	538	AD,	coexisting	with	Shinto	religion	and	shaping	the	nation's	Shinbutsu-shūgō	ideology.	The	period	got	its	name	from	Asuka,
the	de	facto	imperial	capital.	The	Soga	clan	took	control	of	the	government,	with	Prince	Shōtoku	serving	as	regent	from	594	to	622,	implementing	reforms	like	the	Seventeen-article	constitution	and	the	Cap	and	Rank	System.	Japan's	official	name	"Nippon"	emerged	in	670,	inspired	by	Prince	Shōtoku's	phrase	addressing	China's	ruler.	The	Soga	clan's
overthrow	in	645	led	to	the	Taika	Reforms,	aiming	for	centralization	and	imperial	power	enhancement	through	Confucian	ideas.	Envoys	and	students	visited	China	to	learn	about	writing,	politics,	art,	and	religion.	The	Nara	and	Heian	periods	in	Japanese	history	were	characterized	by	significant	legal	reforms,	cultural	achievements,	and	social	changes.
The	ritsuryō	state	was	established,	a	system	of	centralized	government	inspired	by	Chinese	models,	which	lasted	for	half	a	millennium.	Buddhist	art	flourished	during	this	time,	as	seen	in	the	iconic	Hōryū-ji	temple	commissioned	by	Prince	Shōtoku	in	607	AD.	This	period	also	saw	the	creation	of	Japan's	earliest	written	records,	including	the	Kojiki	and
Nihon	Shoki,	which	chronicled	the	country's	mythological	origins.	However,	Japan	faced	numerous	challenges,	including	natural	disasters	and	disease	outbreaks,	such	as	a	devastating	smallpox	epidemic	in	735-737	that	killed	over	a	quarter	of	the	population.	Emperor	Shōmu	responded	by	increasing	government	support	for	Buddhism	and
constructing	temples	like	Tōdai-ji	in	752.	The	Heian	period	that	followed	was	marked	by	the	consolidation	of	power	by	the	Fujiwara	clan,	who	became	increasingly	influential	at	the	imperial	court	through	intermarriage.	This	led	to	a	significant	transfer	of	political	power	away	from	the	emperor	and	towards	the	nobles.	The	capital	city,	Heian-kyō
(modern	Kyoto),	remained	the	center	of	power	until	1868.	During	the	height	of	Fujiwara	clan's	power	in	996,	exceptional	statesman	Fujiwara	no	Michinaga	held	kampaku	position	and	maried	four	of	his	daughters	to	emperors,	current	and	future.	The	clan	maintaned	grip	on	power	until	1086	when	Emperor	Shirakawa	ceded	throne	but	still	exercised
political	autority	through	cloistered	rule	practis.	This	system	made	emperor	a	figurehead	while	retired	predecessor	held	real	powa	behind	the	scenes.	Heian	period	saw	declin	of	imperial	court's	power	as	it	became	self-absorbed	with	power	struggels	and	artistic	pursuit	of	court	nobles,	neglecting	government	administration	outside	capital.	Ritsuryo
state	decayed	as	noble	families	and	religous	orders	secured	tax-exempt	status	for	private	shoen	manors,	resulting	in	central	goverment	losing	control	over	land	and	tax	revenue.	Shoen	owners	then	set	up	their	own	armies	of	samurai	warriors	to	pay	for	national	army.	Two	powerful	nobel	families,	Taira	and	Minamoto	clans,	acquired	large	armies	and
many	shoen	outside	capital.	Central	government	used	these	warrior	clans	to	suppress	rebellions	and	piracy.	Japan's	population	stabilized	during	late	Heian	period	after	centuries	of	decline.	Imperial	court	successfully	consolidated	control	over	Emishi	people	in	northern	Honshu	during	early	Heian	period.	Later,	court	requested	Minamoto	clan	to
engage	Abe	clan,	whom	they	defeated	in	Former	Nine	Years'	War.	After	another	civil	war	–	Later	Three-Year	War	–	Fujiwara	no	Kiyohira	took	full	power	and	his	family,	Northern	Fujiwara,	controlled	northern	Honshu	for	next	century	from	Hiraizumi	capital.	In	1156,	dispute	over	succession	to	throne	erupted	and	rival	claimants	(Emperor	Go-Shirakawa
and	Emperor	Sutoku)	hired	Taira	and	Minamoto	clans,	leading	to	war	between	two	clans	with	Taira	clan	winning	and	accumulating	power	in	Kyoto.	This	led	to	rivalry	between	Minamoto	and	Taira	clans,	resulting	in	ongoing	power	struggle	between	them.	Heiji	Rebellion	occurred	in	1160,	leading	to	Taira	no	Kiyomori's	challenge	from	Minamoto	no
Yoritomo	in	1180.	Although	Kiyomori	died	in	1181,	the	Genpei	War	continued	for	another	four	years.	The	Minamoto	clan	emerged	victorious	in	1185	due	to	Minamoto	no	Yoshitsune's	win	at	Dan-no-ura.	This	solidified	Yoritomo	and	his	retainers	as	de	facto	rulers	of	Japan.	During	the	Heian	period,	the	imperial	court	was	a	hub	for	high	art	and	culture,
producing	notable	works	like	Kokinshū	and	The	Pillow	Book.	The	kana	syllabaries	developed	during	this	time	marked	a	shift	away	from	Chinese	influence.	Notable	architectural	achievements	include	Byōdō-in	temple	in	Uji	built	in	1053.	The	Kamakura	period	began	with	Minamoto	no	Yoritomo's	establishment	of	the	shogunate	in	1192,	allowing	the
samurai	to	rule	Japan.	This	system	remained	in	place	until	1868,	with	legitimacy	coming	from	the	Imperial	court	but	actual	power	resting	with	the	shogunate.	After	Yoshitsune's	death,	his	successor	Yoritomo	tried	to	gain	favor	with	him	by	attacking	his	home.	Although	Yoritomo	killed	Yoshitsune,	he	still	invadied	and	conquered	the	Northern	Fujiwara
clan's	lands.[75]	Over	time,	Yoshitsune	became	a	legendary	figure,	portrayed	in	many	works	of	literature	as	an	idealized	tragic	hero.[76]	After	Yoritomo's	death	in	1199,	his	wife	Hōjō	Masako	took	control	behind	the	scenes.	In	1203,	her	father,	Hōjō	Tokimasa,	was	made	regent	to	the	shogun,	Yoritomo's	son	Minamoto	no	Sanetomo.	From	then	on,	the
Minamoto	shoguns	became	puppets	of	the	Hōjō	regents,	who	actually	held	power.[77]	The	regime	that	Yoritomo	established	and	his	successors	maintained	was	decentralized	and	feudalistic	in	structure,	unlike	the	earlier	ritsuryō	state.	Yoritomo	appointed	provincial	governors	from	among	his	close	vassals,	the	gokenin.	The	Kamakura	shogunate
allowed	its	vassals	to	keep	their	own	armies	and	administer	law	and	order	in	their	provinces	as	they	saw	fit.[79]	In	1221,	the	retired	Emperor	Go-Toba	started	the	Jōkyū	War,	a	rebellion	against	the	shogunate,	trying	to	restore	power	to	the	court.	The	rebellion	failed	and	led	to	Go-Toba	being	exiled	to	Oki	Island,	along	with	two	other	emperors,	the
retired	Emperor	Tsuchimikado	and	Emperor	Juntoku.[80]	This	solidified	the	shogunate's	control	over	Kyoto	aristocracy.[81]	Japan	mobilized	its	samurai	armies	in	1274	and	1281	to	fight	off	Kublai	Khan's	Mongol	Empire	invasions.	Although	outnumbered,	the	Japanese	fought	bravely	until	the	Mongol	fleet	was	destroyed	by	typhoons	called	kamikaze.
[82]	Despite	their	victory,	the	Kamakura	shogunate	struggled	financially,	unable	to	compensate	its	vassals	for	their	role	in	the	battle.	This	had	long-term	negative	effects	on	relations	between	the	shogunate	and	samurai	class.[83]	Discontent	among	the	samurai	ultimately	led	to	the	end	of	the	Kamakura	shogunate.	In	1333,	Emperor	Go-Daigo	launched
a	rebellion	hoping	to	restore	imperial	power.	The	shogunate	sent	General	Ashikaga	Takauji	to	quell	the	revolt,	but	he	and	his	men	instead	joined	forces	with	Emperor	Go-Daigo	and	overthrew	the	Kamakura	shogunate.[84]	Japan	experienced	a	period	of	prosperity	and	population	growth	starting	around	1250.	In	rural	areas,	iron	tools,	fertilizer,
improved	irrigation	techniques,	and	double-cropping	increased	productivity	and	allowed	villages	to	grow.	Fewer	famines	and	epidemics	led	to	city	growth	and	booming	commerce.[85]	Buddhism	was	brought	to	the	masses	by	prominent	monks	like	In	the	13th	century,	Japan	saw	the	establishment	of	Pure	Land	Buddhism	by	Honen	(1133-1212)	and
Nichiren	(1222-1282).	Meanwhile,	Zen	Buddhism	spread	among	the	samurai	class.	The	Mongol	invasion	also	had	a	significant	impact	on	Japanese	history.	Ashikaga	Takauji,	who	founded	the	Ashikaga	shogunate,	became	dissatisfied	with	Emperor	Go-Daigo's	Kenmu	Restoration	and	rebelled	after	being	refused	the	title	of	shōgun.	This	led	to	the
establishment	of	rival	courts	in	Kyoto	and	Yoshino,	resulting	in	a	prolonged	period	of	conflict.	The	Muromachi	shogunate	faced	challenges	from	both	within	and	outside	its	borders,	including	fighting	against	the	Southern	Court	and	maintaining	control	over	its	governors.	The	Ashikaga	shoguns	who	successfully	brought	the	country	together	were
Takauji's	grandson,	Yoshimitsu,	and	his	successor,	Yoshinori.	In	the	late	14th	century,	Yoshimitsu	brokered	a	deal	to	end	the	civil	war	and	keep	the	emperor	under	tight	control.	However,	during	the	final	century	of	the	Ashikaga	shogunate,	Japan	descended	into	another	period	of	civil	war,	known	as	the	Ōnin	War,	which	lasted	from	1467	to	1477.	This
era	saw	the	rise	of	powerful	daimyōs,	including	Uesugi	Kenshin	and	Takeda	Shingen,	who	fought	each	other	for	control	of	the	country.	The	era	also	gave	birth	to	the	ninja,	skilled	spies	and	assassins	hired	by	daimyōs,	whose	secretive	lifestyles	became	the	subject	of	many	legends.	The	arrival	of	European	traders	in	Japan	marked	the	beginning	of
significant	changes	in	the	country's	history.	Buddhist	temples	were	also	raising	their	own	armies	during	this	period.	In	1543,	a	Portuguese	trading	ship	landed	on	Tanegashima	island,	introducing	Europeans	to	Japan	for	the	first	time.	The	introduction	of	firearms,	particularly	muskets,	had	a	profound	impact	on	Japanese	warfare,	with	daimyōs	using
over	300,000	muskets	by	1556.	The	spread	of	Christianity	in	Japan	was	also	rapid,	with	an	estimated	350,000	believers	by	the	mid-16th	century.	Jesuit	missionary	Francis	Xavier	played	a	crucial	role	in	introducing	Christianity	to	Japan.	The	Portuguese	established	trade	routes	and	colonies,	including	Nagasaki,	which	became	a	significant	hub	for
Christian	missionaries	and	traders.	However,	the	civil	war	situation	in	Japan	also	presented	opportunities	for	rival	daimyōs	to	attract	European	trade	and	influence	to	their	domains.	The	Portuguese	initially	settled	in	lands	belonging	to	Matsura	Takanobu	and	Ōtomo	Sōrin	but	later	moved	to	Yokoseura	after	Omura	Sumitada	offered	to	convert	to
Christianity.	The	alliance	between	the	Portuguese	and	Japanese	forces	led	to	several	notable	events,	including	the	first	bombardment	by	foreign	ships	on	Japan	in	1561	and	the	Battle	of	Fukuda	Bay	in	1565.	The	Portuguese	traders	eventually	established	a	safe	harbor	in	Nagasaki,	which	became	an	important	center	for	Christian	missionaries	and
trade.	By	the	late	16th	century,	Nagasaki	had	grown	significantly,	with	over	400	houses	and	a	growing	population	of	Portuguese	merchants	and	residents.	The	Jesuits	continued	to	play	a	key	role	in	the	city's	development,	but	they	also	faced	challenges	in	understanding	the	local	language	and	culture.	The	period	in	Japanese	history	known	as	the
Azuchi–Momoyama	period	was	marked	by	significant	economic	prosperity,	cultural	development,	and	military	conquest.	The	country's	population	had	grown	to	around	ten	million	by	1450,	with	commerce	flourishing	through	trade	with	China	and	Korea.	Japan	began	to	adopt	a	currency-based	economy,	and	various	art	forms	such	as	ink	wash	painting,
ikebana,	and	Noh	theater	developed	during	this	time.	The	period	was	also	characterized	by	the	rise	of	powerful	warlords,	including	Oda	Nobunaga	and	Toyotomi	Hideyoshi,	who	gradually	reunified	the	country	under	their	rule.	Nobunaga	was	a	key	figure	in	promoting	cultural	developments	and	was	known	for	his	strategic	leadership	and	ruthlessness.
He	encouraged	Christianity	and	formed	alliances	with	European	arms	merchants,	and	equipped	his	armies	with	muskets	and	innovative	tactics.	Nobunaga's	successor,	Hideyoshi,	continued	this	process	of	reunification	and	implemented	significant	changes	to	Japanese	society,	including	the	confiscation	of	swords	from	peasants	and	new	restrictions	on
daimyos.	Despite	their	military	prowess,	both	Nobunaga	and	Hideyoshi	faced	challenges	during	their	reigns.	Nobunaga	was	killed	by	one	of	his	own	officers	in	1582,	but	Hideyoshi	avenged	him	and	went	on	to	complete	the	reunification	of	Japan.	Hideyoshi's	rule	was	marked	by	sweeping	changes,	including	land	surveys	and	new	laws	that	restricted
social	mobility.	Overall,	the	Azuchi–Momoyama	period	was	a	time	of	significant	cultural,	economic,	and	military	development	in	Japanese	history.	Tokugawa	Ieyasu's	Rise	to	Power	and	the	Establishment	of	the	Tokugawa	Shogunate	After	granting	freedom	to	most	of	Japan's	slaves,	Hideyoshi	continued	to	expand	his	power.	He	dreamed	of	conquering
China	but	failed	in	two	massive	invasions	of	Korea	starting	in	1592.	In	1598,	he	died	after	a	war	with	Chinese	and	Korean	armies	on	the	Korean	Peninsula	ended.	Despite	this	failure,	Toyotomi	Hideyori	inherited	Hideyoshi's	empire	and	was	promised	by	his	father	to	become	shogun	himself.	However,	immediately	after	his	death,	a	civil	war	broke	out
between	loyalists	of	Toyotomi	Hideyori	and	those	of	Tokugawa	Ieyasu,	a	former	ally	turned	daimyo.	Tokugawa	Ieyasu	won	the	Battle	of	Sekigahara	in	1600	and	went	on	to	become	the	founder	and	first	shōgun	of	the	Tokugawa	shogunate.	The	Edo	period	was	characterized	by	relative	peace	and	stability	under	tight	control	of	the	Tokugawa	shogunate,
which	ruled	from	the	city	of	Edo	(modern	Tokyo).	In	1603,	Emperor	Go-Yōzei	declared	Ieyasu	shogun,	but	he	abdicated	two	years	later	to	groom	his	son.	The	process	took	time,	however,	as	seen	in	1609	when	the	shogun	authorized	the	invasion	of	the	Ryukyu	Kingdom	for	perceived	insults	towards	the	shogunate,	starting	a	period	of	dual	subordination.
Ieyasu	also	led	the	Siege	of	Osaka	that	ended	with	the	destruction	of	the	Toyotomi	clan	in	1615.	The	laws	for	military	houses	and	alternate	attendance	system	were	established	to	control	daimyos,	but	they	maintained	significant	autonomy	in	their	domains.	The	Edo	period	was	marked	by	strict	isolationism,	with	only	the	Dutch	allowed	on	Japanese	soil.
They	were	granted	a	trading	post	on	Dejima	island	from	1634	to	1854.	China	and	Korea	were	also	permitted	to	trade,	while	foreign	books	were	heavily	restricted.	During	this	time,	William	Adams,	an	English	navigator,	became	the	first	European	to	reach	Japan	in	1600.	He	was	later	granted	samurai	status	and	played	a	significant	role	in	Japanese
society.	The	population	more	than	doubled	to	thirty	million	due	to	agricultural	growth.	The	shogunate's	infrastructure	development,	including	road	construction	and	coin	standardization,	facilitated	commercial	expansion	and	benefited	merchants	and	artisans.	City	populations	grew,	but	most	of	the	population	remained	rural.	Literacy	rates	increased
significantly,	with	private	schools	expanding	and	literacy	reaching	thirty	percent.	Numeracy	levels	were	also	high,	comparable	to	those	in	north-west	European	countries.	These	factors	contributed	to	Japan's	strong	economic	growth	in	the	following	century.	Samurai	wielded	significant	power,	with	commoners	fearing	their	authority.	The	Edo	period
was	marked	by	cultural	flourishing,	as	the	merchant	class	grew	wealthy	and	spent	their	income	on	entertainment	and	cultural	pursuits.	The	"floating	world"	lifestyle	emerged,	characterized	by	hedonism	and	patronage	of	culture	and	art.	This	inspired	popular	novels	and	ukiyo-e	woodblock	prints,	which	became	increasingly	sophisticated.	Forms	of
theater	like	kabuki	and	bunraku	puppet	shows	gained	popularity,	accompanied	by	short	songs	and	music	played	on	the	shamisen,	a	new	import	to	Japan	in	1600.	The	Edo	period	was	marked	by	significant	cultural,	economic,	and	social	changes.	Matsuo	Bashō's	poetry	had	a	profound	impact	on	the	form,	while	geishas	emerged	as	popular	entertainers.
The	Tokugawa	shogunate's	influence	of	Neo-Confucianism	led	to	four-class	society,	with	samurai	adhering	to	bushido	ideology.	As	the	shogunate	weakened,	peasant	unrest	and	government	failures	exacerbated	the	situation.	The	influx	of	Western	ideas,	particularly	through	Dutch	books,	sparked	interest	in	"rangiaku"	or	"Dutch	learning".	Scholars	like
Sugita	Genpaku	applied	Western	medical	concepts,	while	kokugaku	promoted	native	Japanese	values,	criticizing	Neo-Confucianism.	The	arrival	of	Commodore	Matthew	Perry's	fleet	in	1853	threw	Japan	into	turmoil,	forcing	the	shogunate	to	accept	unequal	treaties.	The	failure	to	oppose	Western	powers	angered	many	Japanese,	particularly	from
southern	domains	like	Chōshū	and	Satsuma.	These	regions	formed	an	alliance,	adopting	nationalist	doctrines	and	slogans	like	"sonnō	jōi".	Civil	unrest	continued,	with	Tokugawa	Yoshinobu	struggling	to	maintain	power.	The	Chōshū	and	Satsuma	domains'	actions	ultimately	led	to	the	downfall	of	the	Tokugawa	shogunate.	The	collapse	of	the	Tokugawa
shogunate	was	imminent	as	Emperor	Meiji	and	his	advisors	drafted	a	rescript	calling	for	its	downfall.	Chōshū	and	Satsuma's	armies	soon	marched	on	Edo,	sparking	the	Boshin	War	which	led	to	the	eventual	demise	of	the	shogunate.[162]	In	the	midst	of	this	turmoil,	Emperor	Meiji	began	to	assert	his	authority	as	the	supreme	ruler,	with	the	imperial
family	relocating	from	Kyoto	to	Edo,	now	renamed	Tokyo,	in	1869.[164]	However,	actual	power	remained	in	the	hands	of	former	samurai	from	Chōshū	and	Satsuma,	collectively	known	as	the	Meiji	oligarchs,	who	would	drive	Japan's	transformation	during	this	period.	Led	by	figures	such	as	Ōkubo	Toshimichi	and	Saigō	Takamori	from	Satsuma,	along
with	Kido	Takayoshi,	Ito	Hirobumi,	and	Yamagata	Aritomo	from	Chōshū,	the	Meiji	government	sought	to	modernize	Japan	into	a	nation	capable	of	rivaling	Western	powers.[166]	This	drive	for	modernization	included	sweeping	changes	such	as	abolishing	the	Edo	class	structure,[167]	replacing	feudal	domains	with	prefectures,[164]	implementing
comprehensive	tax	reform,	and	lifting	the	ban	on	Christianity.	Key	priorities	also	involved	introducing	railways,	telegraph	lines,	and	a	universal	education	system.[168]	The	Meiji	government	enthusiastically	adopted	Western	practices,	hiring	hundreds	of	advisors	from	Western	nations	to	remake	Japan's	institutions.	This	included	adopting	the
Gregorian	calendar,	Western	clothing,	and	hairstyles.[171]	Notable	advocates	for	Westernization	were	the	writer	Fukuzawa	Yukichi	and	the	establishment	of	institutions	promoting	Western	science,	such	as	the	Institute	for	Infectious	Diseases	founded	by	Kitasato	Shibasaburō	in	1893,[173]	which	would	become	internationally	renowned.	The
introduction	of	Western	literary	styles	also	triggered	a	surge	in	new	works	of	prose	fiction,	with	authors	like	Futabatei	Shimei	and	Mori	Ōgai	gaining	prominence.[175]	Natsume	Sōseki,	however,	stands	out	as	the	most	celebrated	writer	of	the	Meiji	era,[176]	known	for	blending	older	and	newer	styles	in	his	satirical,	autobiographical,	and
psychological	novels.[178]	This	period	also	saw	significant	growth	in	government	institutions	due	to	the	Freedom	and	People's	Rights	Movement,	a	grassroots	campaign	demanding	greater	popular	participation	in	politics.	The	leaders	of	this	movement,	including	Itagaki	Taisuke	and	Ōkuma	Shigenobu,[180]	were	met	with	responses	from	the
government,	culminating	in	the	writing	of	the	Meiji	Constitution	by	Itō	Hirobumi	and	its	promulgation	in	1889.	This	new	constitution	established	an	elected	lower	house,	the	House	of	Representatives,	but	restricted	its	powers.[162]	Japanese	Imperial	Expansion	and	Military	Modernization	in	the	Late	19th	Century	The	Japanese	government's
expansionist	policies	led	to	the	modernization	of	its	military	and	the	assertion	of	its	claims	to	territories	beyond	its	borders.	The	Meiji	period,	which	spanned	from	1868	to	1912,	was	marked	by	a	series	of	military	conquests	that	transformed	Japan	into	a	regional	power.	Japan's	economy	rapidly	transformed	during	this	period.	Western	technology	and
knowledge	were	adopted	to	establish	factories	capable	of	producing	a	wide	variety	of	goods,	making	manufactured	goods	the	majority	of	Japan's	exports.	Huge	family-owned	conglomerates	called	zaibatsu	emerged,	such	as	Mitsubishi	and	Sumitomo.	This	industrial	growth	led	to	rapid	urbanization,	with	agriculture's	workforce	shrinking	from	75%	in
1872	to	50%	by	1920.	The	Tokyo	Metro	Ginza	Line	opened	in	1927,	becoming	the	oldest	subway	line	in	Asia.	Japan	experienced	solid	economic	growth	during	this	time,	and	most	people	enjoyed	longer,	healthier	lives,	leading	to	a	population	increase	from	34	million	in	1872	to	52	million	in	1915.	However,	poor	working	conditions	led	to	growing	labor
unrest.	Many	workers	and	intellectuals	began	to	support	socialist	ideas,	prompting	the	Meiji	government	to	respond	with	harsh	suppression	of	dissent.	The	establishment	of	the	Tokkō	secret	police	force	aimed	to	root	out	left-wing	agitators	after	a	failed	assassination	plot	against	the	emperor	in	1910.	The	Meiji	government	introduced	social	legislation
in	1911	setting	maximum	work	hours	and	a	minimum	age	for	employment.	During	the	Taishō	era,	Japan	developed	stronger	democratic	institutions	and	grew	in	international	power.	Mass	protests	and	riots	organized	by	Japanese	political	parties	forced	Katsura	Tarō	to	resign	as	prime	minister.	The	rice	riots	of	1918	increased	the	power	of	Japan's
political	parties	over	the	ruling	oligarchy.	Universal	male	suffrage	was	introduced	in	1925,	but	harsh	penalties	for	political	dissidents	were	also	prescribed	under	the	Peace	Preservation	Law.	Japan's	participation	in	World	War	I	sparked	unprecedented	economic	growth	and	earned	new	colonies	in	the	South	Pacific	seized	from	Germany.	After	the	war,
Japan	signed	the	Treaty	of	Versailles	and	enjoyed	good	international	relations	through	its	membership	in	the	League	of	Nations	and	participation	in	international	disarmament	conferences.	The	Great	Kantō	earthquake	in	September	1923	left	over	100,000	dead	and	destroyed	more	than	three	million	homes.	The	subsequent	Kantō	Massacre	saw
thousands	of	Korean	people	murdered	by	Japanese	military,	police,	and	vigilantes	after	rumors	of	well-poisoning	were	spread.	These	rumors	were	later	described	as	false	by	numerous	Japanese	sources.	The	growth	of	popular	prose	fiction	also	occurred	during	this	time,	although	the	details	regarding	this	are	not	included	in	the	provided	text.	The	Meiji
period	laid	the	groundwork	for	literary	and	cultural	developments	during	the	Taishō	period,	which	saw	a	rise	in	literacy	rates	and	decreased	book	prices,	leading	to	an	increase	in	literary	output.	Notable	authors	of	this	era	included	Ryūnosuke	Akutagawa	and	Haruo	Satō,	with	Jun'ichirō	Tanizaki	producing	works	influenced	by	European	literature,	as
well	as	Tarō	Hirai's	popular	mystery	novels.	Emperor	Shōwa	ruled	from	1926	to	1989,	marking	the	longest	reign	in	recorded	Japanese	history.	The	early	years	of	his	rule	were	characterized	by	extreme	nationalism	and	expansionist	wars,	while	Japan's	occupation	following	World	War	II	led	to	its	emergence	as	a	major	world	economic	power.	Radical
right-wing	groups	gained	popularity,	influencing	the	government	and	society,	particularly	within	the	Kwantung	Army.	The	Manchurian	Incident	in	1931	marked	a	turning	point,	with	the	Kwantung	Army	invading	Manchuria	and	establishing	the	puppet	state	of	Manchukuo	without	Japanese	government	permission.	International	criticism	led	to	Japan's
withdrawal	from	the	League	of	Nations.	The	assassination	of	Prime	Minister	Tsuyoshi	Inukai	in	1932	and	the	attempted	coup	d'état	by	young	radical	officers	in	1936	further	solidified	the	military's	control	over	the	political	system,	with	many	parties	abolished	in	favor	of	the	Imperial	Rule	Assistance	Association.	As	Japan's	expansionist	vision	grew
bolder,	its	political	elite	aspired	to	acquire	new	territories	for	resources.	The	Empire	of	Japan's	aggressive	ambitions	led	to	the	Second	Sino-Japanese	War	in	'37,	resulting	in	a	devastating	conflict	that	lasted	till	'45.[225]	Following	their	victory	in	Nanjing,	the	Japanese	military	committed	atrocities	during	the	infamous	Nanjing	Massacre.	Despite	initial
success,	the	war	became	a	bloody	stalemate	as	Japan	failed	to	defeat	the	Chinese	government	led	by	Chiang	Kai-shek.[226]	The	primary	goal	of	Japan's	militarism	was	establishing	the	Greater	East	Asia	Co-Prosperity	Sphere,	a	vast	pan-Asian	union	under	Japanese	control.[227]	Historians	are	divided	on	Hirohito's	role	in	Japan's	foreign	wars,
portraying	him	as	either	a	powerless	figurehead	or	an	enabler	of	Japanese	militarism.[228]	The	US	opposed	Japan's	invasion	of	China	and	implemented	economic	sanctions	to	restrict	their	resources.[229]	Japan	responded	by	forming	the	Tripartite	Pact	with	Germany	and	Italy	in	1940,	worsening	relations	with	the	US.	In	July	'41,	the	US,	UK,	and
Netherlands	froze	all	Japanese	assets	after	they	completed	their	invasion	of	French	Indochina.[230]	The	late	'41	saw	Japan's	government	deciding	to	break	the	U.S.-led	embargo	through	force,	leading	to	a	surprise	attack	on	Pearl	Harbor	in	December	'41.[231]	The	Empire	of	Japan	then	successfully	invaded	Asian	colonies,	including	the	Philippines,
Malaya,	and	Hong	Kong.	However,	after	the	Battle	of	Midway	and	Guadalcanal,	the	tide	turned	against	Japan.	The	Japanese	military	was	responsible	for	numerous	war	crimes	during	this	period,	earning	a	reputation	for	fanaticism	and	brutality.[234]	In	'44,	the	Imperial	Japanese	Navy	introduced	kamikaze	pilots	who	would	crash	their	planes	into
enemy	ships.	Life	in	Japan	became	increasingly	difficult	due	to	food	rationing	and	electrical	outages	as	the	conflict	escalated.[235]	In	'45,	the	US	captured	Saipan,	allowing	them	to	launch	widespread	bombing	raids	on	Japanese	territory.	The	devastating	atomic	bomb	dropped	on	Hiroshima	marked	a	turning	point	in	the	war,	leading	to	Japan's
eventual	surrender.[236]	On	Japan's	mainland,	devastating	bombings	destroyed	over	half	of	the	country's	major	cities.[237]	The	Battle	of	Okinawa,	fought	from	April	to	June	1945,	resulted	in	massive	casualties	-	115,000	soldiers	and	150,000	civilians	lost	their	lives,	foreshadowing	an	even	bloodier	invasion	of	mainland	Japan.[239]	The	Japanese
battleship	Yamato	sank	en	route	to	aid	in	the	Battle	of	Okinawa.[240]	However,	on	August	6,	1945,	a	U.S.	atomic	bomb	devastated	Hiroshima,	claiming	over	70,000	lives	-	history's	first	nuclear	attack.	On	August	9,	the	Soviet	Union	declared	war	on	Japan	and	invaded	Manchukuo	and	other	territories,	while	Nagasaki	suffered	a	second	atomic	bombing,
killing	around	40,000	people.[241]	Emperor	Hirohito	announced	Japan's	surrender	to	the	Allies	on	national	radio	on	August	15,	following	its	communication	on	August	14.[242]	Under	the	Allied	occupation	from	1945	to	1952,	Japan	underwent	significant	political	and	social	transformation.	U.S.	General	Douglas	MacArthur	played	a	central	role	in
implementing	reforms	inspired	by	the	New	Deal	of	the	1930s	as	Japan's	de	facto	leader.[243]	The	occupation	aimed	to	decentralize	power	by	dismantling	zaibatsu,	transferring	agricultural	land	ownership	from	landlords	to	tenant	farmers,[244]	promoting	labor	unionism,[245]	and	demilitarizing	and	democratizing	Japan's	government	and	society.
Japan's	military	was	disarmed,[246]	its	colonies	gained	independence,[247]	and	the	Peace	Preservation	Law	and	Special	Higher	Police	were	abolished.[248]	The	International	Military	Tribunal	of	the	Far	East	tried	war	criminals,	and	the	cabinet	became	accountable	to	the	elected	National	Diet	rather	than	the	Emperor.[250]	The	Emperor	renounced
his	divine	claims,	a	pillar	of	State	Shinto,	and	was	permitted	to	remain	on	the	throne.[251]	Japan's	1947	constitution	guaranteed	civil	liberties,	labor	rights,	women's	suffrage,[252]	and	through	Article	9,	Japan	relinquished	its	right	to	wage	war	with	another	nation.[253]	The	San	Francisco	Peace	Treaty	of	1951	normalized	U.S.-Japan	relations,	but	the
concurrent	U.S.-Japan	Security	Treaty	locked	Japan	into	a	military	alliance	with	the	United	States,	allowing	U.S.	military	bases	on	Japanese	soil.[254]	The	occupation	officially	ended	in	1952,	although	the	U.S.	continued	to	occupy	Ogasawara	and	Ryukyu	Islands	until	their	return	to	Japanese	sovereignty	in	1968	and	1972,	respectively.[255]	The	revised
U.S.-Japan	Security	Treaty	played	a	crucial	role	in	shaping	postwar	Japan's	economic	miracle.	The	Republic	of	China	on	Taiwan	is	considered	the	legitimate	government	of	China	following	World	War	II,	although	Japan	switched	its	recognition	to	the	People's	Republic	of	China	in	1972.	Japan	maintained	a	close	alliance	with	the	United	States
throughout	the	Cold	War,	despite	not	having	unanimous	support	from	the	Japanese	people.	As	requested	by	the	US,	Japan	reconstituted	its	military	in	1954	under	the	name	Japan	Self-Defense	Forces,	although	some	Japanese	disputed	this	move	due	to	Article	9	of	their	constitution.	A	wave	of	protests	in	Japan	against	US	military	bases	and	nuclear
testing	culminated	in	the	massive	1960	Anpo	protests,	which	saw	millions	of	citizens	take	to	the	streets.	Although	these	protests	ultimately	failed	to	halt	the	revision	of	the	US-Japan	Security	Treaty,	they	led	to	the	resignation	of	unpopular	Prime	Minister	Nobusuke	Kishi.	Kishi's	successor,	Hayato	Ikeda,	successfully	diverted	attention	away	from
political	struggles	with	his	"Income	Doubling	Plan,"	which	promised	to	double	Japan's	GDP	in	10	years.	This	plan	was	successful	in	achieving	its	goal	in	just	seven	years,	and	Ikeda	also	oversaw	the	completion	of	the	world's	first	bullet	train	line	and	the	1964	Tokyo	Olympics.	This	period	marked	a	golden	age	for	Japanese	cinema	due	to	the	abolition	of
government	censorship,	low	film	production	costs,	and	increased	access	to	new	technologies.	Japanese	pop	culture,	including	kaiju	movies,	anime,	manga,	video	games,	and	martial	arts,	also	gained	popularity	worldwide	during	this	time.	The	post-occupation	period	saw	Japan	emerge	as	an	exporter	of	popular	culture,	with	authors	such	as	Yasunari
Kawabata	and	Yukio	Mishima	gaining	international	recognition.	The	economic	bubble	burst	in	1989,	leading	to	a	decade	of	stagnation	and	deflation,	which	is	often	referred	to	as	Japan's	Lost	Decade.	The	1990s	saw	poor	economic	performance,	with	the	stock	market	failing	to	recover	from	its	pre-1989	highs.	The	system	of	lifetime	employment	largely
collapsed,	unemployment	rates	rose,	and	corruption	scandals	weakened	the	LDP's	dominant	political	position.	Japanese	politics	and	relations	with	neighboring	countries	were	marked	by	controversy	during	certain	periods	from	1993	to	2012	due	to	sensitive	issues	surrounding	war	memory.	Formal	apologies	given	by	Japanese	officials	and	emperors,
such	as	the	Emperor's	apology	in	1990	and	the	Murayama	Statement	of	1995,	were	seen	as	insufficient	or	insincere	by	some	politicians	and	activists	in	China	and	South	Korea.	Nationalist	sentiment	in	Japan	sometimes	exacerbated	these	tensions	through	denial	of	war	crimes,	revisionist	history	textbooks,	and	visits	to	Yasukuni	Shrine,	which	honors
Japanese	soldiers	but	also	includes	convicted	war	criminals.	The	country's	population	peaked	at	128	million	in	2008	but	had	fallen	below	126	million	by	December	2020.	During	this	time,	Japan	faced	economic	challenges,	including	being	surpassed	by	China	as	the	world's	second-largest	economy	by	nominal	GDP	in	2011.	However,	Japanese	popular
culture	continued	to	gain	worldwide	popularity,	especially	among	young	people.	In	March	2011,	the	Tokyo	Skytree	became	the	tallest	tower	globally	at	634	meters.	But	just	a	few	days	later,	on	11	March,	the	devastating	Tōhoku	earthquake	triggered	a	massive	tsunami	that	damaged	nuclear	facilities	in	Fukushima,	leading	to	a	severe	nuclear
meltdown	and	radiation	leakage.	This	disaster	resulted	in	nearly	26,000	deaths	or	missing	persons.	In	May	2019,	Emperor	Naruhito	began	his	reign	after	the	abdication	of	his	father,	Akihito.	Tokyo	was	set	to	host	the	Summer	Olympics	for	the	second	time	since	1964	but	postponed	due	to	the	COVID-19	pandemic	until	2021.	Japan	secured	third	place
in	the	medal	count	with	27	gold	medals.	When	Russia	invaded	Ukraine	in	2022,	Japan	condemned	and	imposed	sanctions	on	Russia,	becoming	one	of	the	first	Asian	nations	to	do	so.	The	country	froze	Russian	assets,	banned	high-tech	exports,	and	revoked	Russia's	favored	nation	trade	status.	The	public	was	shocked	by	the	assassination	of	former
Prime	Minister	Shinzo	Abe	on	July	8,	2022,	during	an	election	campaign	in	Nara.	Firearm	fatalities	were	extremely	rare	in	Japan,	with	only	ten	such	incidents	reported	over	several	decades.	The	island	nation	of	Taiwan	experienced	a	series	of	heightened	tensions	in	2022,	particularly	after	U.S.	Speaker	Nancy	Pelosi's	visit	in	August,	which	prompted
China	to	conduct	military	exercises	and	precision	missile	strikes	in	the	ocean	around	its	coastline.	These	actions	raised	concerns	about	regional	security	and	China's	growing	influence	in	the	region.	Japan	also	reported	that	Chinese	ballistic	missiles	landed	within	its	exclusive	economic	zone,	prompting	a	diplomatic	protest	from	Beijing.	In	response,



Japan	announced	a	significant	shift	in	its	military	policy,	including	acquiring	counterstrike	capabilities	and	increasing	its	defense	budget	to	2%	of	GDP	by	2027.	This	move	was	aimed	at	addressing	concerns	over	regional	security	threats	posed	by	China,	North	Korea,	and	Russia.	Women	gained	legal	equality	with	men	but	faced	persistent	workplace
discrimination.	A	movement	for	women's	rights	led	to	the	passage	of	an	equal	employment	law	in	1986,	yet	by	the	1990s,	only	10%	of	management	positions	were	held	by	women.	In	1590s,	Hideyoshi's	land	survey	abolished	slavery,	freeing	most	of	Japan's	slaves.	The	social	hierarchy	chart	used	was	later	removed	from	textbooks	as	studies	revealed
peasants,	craftsmen,	and	merchants	to	be	equal.	The	Tokugawa	shogunate	categorized	people	into	four	main	groups:	samurai,	peasants,	craftsmen,	and	merchants.	However,	recent	studies	suggest	these	classes	are	not	a	hierarchical	system	but	rather	social	classifications.	Marriage	between	certain	classes	was	restricted,	with	daimyo-samurai
marriages	forbidden	due	to	potential	political	maneuvering.	The	poor	samurai	class	often	adopted	women	from	lower	classes	into	their	families,	which	led	to	economic	advantages.	Despite	the	social	stratification,	economic	conditions	varied	greatly	among	classes.	Samurai	lived	in	poverty,	while	merchant	wealth	grew	as	urbanization	developed.	The
Edo-era	social	structure	eventually	gave	way	to	a	new	system	where	commercial	power	played	a	significant	role	after	the	Meiji	Restoration.	Japanese	Social	Stratification	After	World	War	II	The	origins	of	Japanese	civilization	date	back	to	the	Jomon	period	(10,000-300	BCE).	During	this	time,	Japan	was	inhabited	by	hunter-gatherer	societies	that
developed	complex	cultures	and	technologies.	*	Excavations	at	the	Tategahana	Paleolithic	Site	in	Lake	Nojiri,	Nagano	Prefecture,	have	revealed	evidence	of	early	human	habitation	dating	back	to	around	30,000	years	ago.	*	The	Jomon	people	are	believed	to	have	been	influenced	by	neighboring	cultures,	including	those	from	Korea	and	China,	which
introduced	new	technologies	such	as	pottery-making.	*	Archaeological	studies	suggest	that	the	Jomon	component	of	modern	Japanese	culture	is	estimated	at	around	25%.	*	The	earliest	societies	in	Japan	developed	into	more	complex	forms	during	the	Yayoi	period	(300	BCE-300	CE),	when	rice	cultivation	was	introduced	and	settled	agriculture	became
widespread.	*	As	Japanese	society	evolved,	it	adopted	many	cultural	practices	from	neighboring	countries,	including	Korea	and	China,	which	had	a	significant	impact	on	its	development.	Some	of	the	key	sources	used	to	support	these	findings	include:	*	Excavation	research	by	Kondo	et	al.	(2018)	*	Historical	studies	by	Totman	(2005)	and	Habu	(2004)	*
Archaeological	findings	by	Imamura	(1996),	Kaner	(2011),	Mizoguchi	(2013),	and	Hudson	(1999)	*	Linguistic	analysis	by	Maher	(1996)	Note	that	the	original	text	is	a	long	list	of	citations	with	brief	summaries,	so	I've	tried	to	condense	the	main	points	into	a	more	coherent	narrative	while	maintaining	the	accuracy	of	the	information.	The	text	appears	to
be	a	collection	of	references	and	quotes	from	various	historians	and	scholars	discussing	the	history	of	Japan	during	the	Heian	period	(794-1185	CE).	Some	notable	events	and	themes	mentioned	include:	*	The	construction	of	the	wooden	temples,	such	as	the	famous	Fushimi-dera	temple	in	Kyoto	*	The	Asuka	period,	which	saw	the	introduction	of
Buddhism	to	Japan	*	The	role	of	Korean	culture	in	shaping	Japanese	society	during	this	time	*	The	Heian	court's	social	and	cultural	developments,	including	the	rise	of	warrior	clans	*	The	impact	of	the	bubonic	plague	on	Japanese	society	*	The	development	of	Buddhism	in	Japan	and	its	relationship	with	Shintoism	*	The	transition	from	a	centralized	to
a	decentralized	government	system	Some	quotes	and	references	include:	*	William	R.	Carter's	"Asuka	period"	(1983)	*	Frederic	Louis's	"Japan	Encyclopedia"	(2002)	*	Song	Nai	Rhee	et	al.'s	"Korean	Contributions	to	Agriculture,	Technology,	and	State	Formation	in	Japan"	(2007)	*	Totman's	"A	History	of	Japan"	(2005)	*	Sansom's	"A	History	of	Japan"
(1958)	Please	note	that	this	is	a	condensed	version	of	the	original	text,	which	appears	to	be	a	comprehensive	reference	guide	on	the	history	of	Japan	during	the	Heian	period.	^	a	b	c	Perez	1998,	pp.	37-48,	51-52,	60-63,	67	^	Henshall	2012,	p.	41-61,	64-70,	53-55,	54-55	^	Hane,	Mikiso	and	Perez,	Louis	G.	(2015).	Premodern	Japan:	A	Historical	Survey
(2nd	ed.).	Boulder,	Colorado:	Westview	Press.	pp.	161-162,	170-171,	200-202,	220-221	^	Farris	2009,	p.	152-193,	166-167	^	Hesselink,	Reinier	(2015).	The	Dream	of	Christian	Nagasaki.	McFarland.	ISBN	9780786499618.	^	Silva,	Samuel.	"História	Portugal-Japão	(o	comércio	entre	Macau	e	o	Japão)"	^	Costa,	João	(1993).	Portugal	and	the	Japan:	The
Namban	Century.	Portuguese	State	Mint.	ISBN	9789722705677	^	Hesselink,	Reinier	(2015).	João	Rodrigues's	Account	of	Sixteenth	Century	Japan.	The	Hakluyt	Society,	3rd	series,	vol.	7	^	Bolitho,	Harold	(2007).	"Yoshimasa	and	the	Silver	Pavilion:	The	Creation	of	the	Soul	of	Japan.	By	Keene	Donald.	New	York:	Columbia	University	Press,	2003.	x,	208
pp.	$29.95	(cloth)".	The	Journal	of	Asian	Studies.	63	(3):	799-800.	^	Jansen	2000,	p.	116-117	^	Hesselink,	Reinier;	Baten,	Jörg	(2016).	A	history	of	the	global	economy	:	from	1500	to	the	present.	Cambridge.	p.	177.	ISBN	978-1-107-10470-9.	The	Great	Kanto	Earthquake	in	1923	had	significant	consequences	for	Japan's	development.	The	disaster	led	to
widespread	destruction	and	loss	of	life,	but	also	spurred	modernization	efforts	in	various	fields.	In	the	aftermath	of	the	earthquake,	Japan	underwent	rapid	industrialization	and	urbanization.	The	country	invested	heavily	in	infrastructure,	including	transportation	systems	such	as	the	Shinkansen	bullet	train	network.	Japan's	economic	growth	was	also
facilitated	by	its	strategic	location	and	favorable	trade	relationships	with	other	nations.	The	country's	export-oriented	economy	grew	rapidly	during	this	period,	driven	by	industries	such	as	textiles	and	electronics.	The	post-war	era	saw	significant	changes	in	Japan's	politics	and	society.	The	country	transitioned	from	a	militaristic	state	to	a	more
democratic	one,	with	the	introduction	of	a	new	constitution	and	the	establishment	of	a	two-party	system.	Women's	rights	also	made	significant	progress	during	this	period,	with	the	passage	of	laws	promoting	equality	and	women's	participation	in	the	workforce.	Feminism	in	Japan	emerged	as	a	major	force,	influencing	social	attitudes	and	policies.
However,	the	country	still	faced	challenges	related	to	its	economic	development	and	regional	security.	The	United	States	maintained	a	military	presence	in	Japan,	while	the	country	struggled	to	assert	its	independence	and	sovereignty.	The	1964	Tokyo	Olympics	marked	an	important	milestone	for	Japan's	modernization	efforts,	with	the	country
showcasing	its	technological	advancements	and	cultural	achievements	on	the	world	stage.	Japan	has	undergone	significant	changes	throughout	its	history.	The	country's	current	government,	the	Liberal	Democratic	Party	(LDP),	was	introduced	in	1955	and	has	been	in	power	since	then.	Japan	has	continued	to	modernize	and	industrialize,	with	major
infrastructure	projects	such	as	the	Tokyo	Sky	Tree	and	the	tallest	communications	tower	in	the	world.	In	recent	years,	Japan	has	faced	various	challenges,	including	natural	disasters	like	the	2011	Tohoku	earthquake	and	tsunami,	which	had	a	significant	impact	on	the	country's	population	and	economy.	The	government	has	also	been	working	to
strengthen	its	defense	capabilities,	following	a	shift	away	from	pacifism	and	towards	a	more	robust	defense	stance.	The	current	Emperor	of	Japan	is	Naruhito,	who	ascended	to	the	throne	in	2019.	The	country	is	preparing	for	the	2021	Summer	Olympics,	which	will	be	held	in	Tokyo.	In	addition,	there	have	been	tensions	between	Japan	and	China	over
issues	such	as	missile	launches	and	territorial	disputes.	Overall,	Japan	continues	to	evolve	and	adapt	to	the	changing	world,	with	a	focus	on	modernization,	defense,	and	international	relations.	Please	note	that	this	paraphrased	version	is	not	intended	to	replace	the	original	text,	but	rather	provide	a	concise	summary	of	its	main	points.	The	following
texts	discuss	various	aspects	of	Japanese	history	and	society	during	the	Edo	period	(1603-1868)	and	beyond.	*	Tonomura's	book	(2009)	examines	the	social	and	economic	conditions	of	Japan	in	the	Edo	period,	including	the	concept	of	"shinokosho"	or	the	four	occupations	of	samurai,	farmers,	artisans,	and	merchants.	*	Farris'	book	(1995)	discusses
population	growth,	disease,	and	land	ownership	during	this	period.	*	Hastings'	book	(2007)	provides	an	overview	of	Japan's	history	from	1944	to	1945,	including	its	military	campaigns	and	eventual	surrender.	The	following	sources	provide	information	on	specific	aspects	of	Japanese	society:	*	"Shinokosho"	or	the	four	occupations	are	no	longer	taught
in	schools	as	they	were	considered	outdated.	*	The	concept	of	"kōshi"	or	household	registration	was	used	during	this	period	to	categorize	people	based	on	their	occupation	and	social	status.	*	Marriage	and	divorce	laws	in	feudal	Japan	required	permission	from	the	lord	or	daimyo,	and	divorce	was	often	difficult	to	obtain.	*	Income	inequality	increased
significantly	during	the	Edo	period	due	to	the	growth	of	a	wealthy	merchant	class.	The	following	texts	discuss	the	impact	of	Japanese	expansionism:	*	Duus'	book	(1995)	examines	Japan's	colonization	of	Korea	in	the	late	19th	century.	*	Neary's	article	(2003)	discusses	the	treatment	of	burakumin,	an	outcast	group	in	Japanese	society,	during	this
period.	Overall,	these	sources	provide	a	wealth	of	information	on	various	aspects	of	Japanese	history	and	society	from	the	Edo	period	to	the	present	day.	This	list	includes	publications	on	Japanese	history	and	culture	from	various	authors,	covering	a	wide	range	of	topics	and	time	periods,	from	ancient	times	to	the	present	day.	The	books	span	multiple
centuries,	including	works	by	renowned	scholars	such	as	George	Sansom,	Donald	Keene,	and	Sheldon	Garon.	They	cover	aspects	of	Japanese	society,	politics,	economy,	culture,	and	foreign	policy,	offering	insights	into	the	country's	development	from	its	origins	to	the	21st	century.	Some	notable	titles	include	"The	Making	of	Modern	Japan"	(2000),
"Japan	at	the	Crossroads:	Conflict	and	Compromise	after	Anpo"	(2018),	"A	History	of	Japanese	Literature"	(1999),	"Okinawa:	History	of	an	Island	People"	(1958),	"Japan:	A	Concise	History"	(2009),	and	"A	Companion	to	Japanese	History"	(multiple	editions).	Other	authors,	such	as	James	McClain,	Stephen	Large,	and	W	Scott	Morton,	have	also
contributed	to	the	field	of	Japanese	studies.	The	list	showcases	a	diverse	range	of	perspectives	and	approaches	to	understanding	Japan's	complex	history	and	its	place	in	the	world.	Japan	has	a	rich	literary	history	spanning	centuries.	A	History	of	Japanese	Literature	by	Jeffrey	Kingston	focuses	on	the	modern	era,	from	dawn	to	the	west.	This	volume
explores	fiction	in	paperback	edition.	Other	notable	works	include	Japan	in	Transformation	and	The	Political	History	of	Modern	Japan:	Foreign	Relations	and	Domestic	Politics	by	Shin'ichi	Kitaoka.	William	McOmie	edited	Foreign	Images	and	Experiences	of	Japan.	Schirokauer's	A	Brief	History	of	Chinese	and	Japanese	Civilizations	provides	an	overview
of	civilizations	from	ancient	times.	Tames'	Traveller's	History	of	Japan	is	a	popular	history	book,	while	Richard	Hildreth's	Handbook	of	Old	Japan	offers	insights	into	pre-modern	Japan.


