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If you're planning on giving away or selling your iPhone 13, you’ll first need to erase your data and account information off of it completely. That’s called a “factory reset,” and it’s easy to do in Settings for iPhone 13, iPhone 13 Mini, iPhone 13 Pro, and iPhone 13 Pro Max. Here’s how. Before You Reset: Make a Backup Whenever you do a factory reset,
it’s always a good idea to make sure you have a backup of your iPhone 13. To do so, you can use Finder on a Mac, iTunes on Windows, or iCloud. You can also transfer your iPhone 13 data directly to a new device using Quick Start. Be Sure to Disable “Find My iPhone,” Too If you're going to hand over your iPhone 13 to a new owner, you'll also need to
disable “Find My iPhone,” which keeps track of your iPhone’s location if it gets stolen or lost. To do so, open the Settings app and tap your account name near the top. In Apple ID, navigate to Find My > Find My iPhone and flip the switch beside “Find My iPhone” to “Off.” RELATED: What to Do Before Selling, Giving Away, or Trading Your iPhone
How to Erase All Content and Reset Your iPhone 13 To erase all content on your iPhone 13 and perform a factory reset, first open the Settings app. In Settings, select “General.” In General, scroll down to the bottom and select “Transfer or Reset iPhone.” In Transfer or Reset settings, tap “Erase All Content and Settings.” Warning: Make sure you have
a backup of your iPhone 13 before doing this. You’'re about to delete all the data—photos, videos, emails, messages, apps, and more—off your phone permanently! On the next screen, confirm by tapping “Continue.” If necessary, enter your device’s passcode or your Apple ID password. The reset process will begin, and your device will erase itself.
When it’s done, you'll see a welcome screen that will allow you (or the next owner) to set up the device from scratch. Good luck! RELATED: How to Sell Your Old iPhone for Top Dollar Phone Security (Image credit: Jerry Hildenbrand / Android Central) Factory Reset Protection (FRP) is a security method that was designed to make sure someone can't
just wipe and factory reset your phone if you've lost it or it was stolen. Starting with Android Lollipop, FRP is "standard" in vanilla Android, and most of the companies making our phones have implemented it in their own models. It's a good thing — it makes a stolen phone harder to use, which makes it less appealing to thieves, and anything that can
protect our data on a phone we've lost is welcome.It can become a problem if you sell, trade, or even give away a phone without factory resetting it, though. How it works explains why.You have to be signed in with the "owner" account of the phone (the one you used to set it up) in order to factory reset it. That means if you give me your phone, I can't
reset it without you being signed in. There are random workarounds on the Internet, but they tend to get patched almost as soon as they are discovered. You'll pretty much need to know the login details for the last account to use the phone before you can reset it and create a new owner account.Source: Android Central (Image credit: Source: Android
Central)We've been bitten by this ourselves. We ship phones all over North America and the U.K., and sometimes it's easy to forget you're still signed in when you stick a phone in a box. And yes, we end up having to share a password to get past the initial setup because of other policies Google has in place to protect your account.This is a bit of an
inconvenience, but usually, we remember the one critical rule: If you change or reset your Google account password, you can't use it to wipe a phone that's using it for 72 hours.Disabling FRP (Factory Reset Protection) is simple. On most phones, it will be automatically done whenever you choose to reset the data through the phone's settings. If your
phone has an extra layer of reset protection from the company who built it or has a "find my phone" app from the company who built it, you'll want to disable that manually first.There may be a few devices still in use that require a bit more hands-on work. If your phone is really old, you might need to remove the accounts that are signed in
manually:Open your device settings and remove any security you have for the lock screen. This isn't a required step for all phones, but some want you to do this, so we're including it here.Once that's done, you need to remove any and all Google Accounts from the phone or tablet. That's also done in the settings — look for a section labeled Accounts.
With an account selected, look for a delete or remove option, usually hidden behind the three little dots in the top corner of the screen.When you've made sure all of the Google accounts have been erased, you can then factory reset your phone or tablet through the device settings.On modern Android phones, there shouldn't be any problems as long as
you choose to factory reset your phone through its settings. This will automatically remove all the associated accounts in a way that "frees" the phone from FRP. If you try to reset a phone through the bootloader, FRP will kick in, and it can't be set back up without the previous account's password.You can make sure any reset protection has been
removed from a phone you want to find a new owner for. Just try to sign back into it after you've reset it. If it asks for the previous username and password, FRP is still enabled. If it doesn't, you're good to go: power it off and box it up!Oops! Too late, I already sent it.If you've forgotten to turn off FRP and send a phone to someone else, you'll likely
need to help them get it set up. This means giving them access to your Google account password. The only other reasonable option is to have it returned so you can do it yourself.If you choose to let someone know your Google credentials, do it while you are on the phone with them. Give them the password to your account and have them verify that it
worked, and they can continue the setup process. Then immediately change your Google account password, as well as any other accounts that might have been using the same password.Remember to not erase or delete the Google account from another phone for 72 hours after you've done this! If you try, you may be locked out of your account and
need to speak with someone at Google to resolve everything.While we haven't seen headlines telling us mobile phone theft is down by any measurable percentage since FRP was enabled, it's still a good way to keep your data safe. And it's pretty easy to disable when you want someone else to be able to use your old phone. Method 1: Use the Windows
7 installation DVD or a drive with the operating system on it.Method 2: If a recovery disc or partition came with your computer, use it.Method 3: If you backed up using the built-in backup utility, restore system image in Advanced Recovery Methods. This article explains several methods for performing a Windows 7 Factory Reset. Windows 7 is no
longer supported by Microsoft. For fresh security updates and new features, we recommend upgrading to Windows 11 or Windows 10. A Windows 7 factory reset is helpful if Windows can’t be repaired. If you’ve tried everything you can to fix errors or repair whatever is preventing the PC from being used normally, a factory reset would be the best
way to get the operating system back in normal working order. Unfortunately, unlike the built-in reset option in Windows 11/10/8, factory resetting this version of Windows might require a bit more work. But as long as you follow along closely, it's a process easy enough for anyone to complete. There are a few methods: With a Windows 7 installation
DVD or an external hard drive that has the operating system files on it. This will erase everything on the computer and restore only the files that come with a new installation.Use a recovery disc or partition that came with your new computer. This is the closest thing to a true factory reset.Restore a full system backup that was created by Windows or
with a third-party tool. Anything that was backed up to the system image will be restored, which might include all your personal files and custom programs. Before continuing with these directions, confirm that you actually want to perform a reset. See the bottom of this page for some alternatives that you might prefer, depending on how you plan to
use Windows afterwards. One reset technique uses a Windows 7 setup disc. If you have one from installing Windows yourself or if the disc came with the computer when you bought it, you can factory reset Windows this way. This method will erase everything and reinstall Windows from scratch. No customizations or personal files from the current
installation will be saved during a clean install. See our How to Clean Install Windows 7 tutorial for a full walkthrough. Do you have an HP computer that came with Windows 7? Depending on your specific setup, you can reset with a recovery disc or HP’s Recovery Manager software that came built-in to the computer. See Performing an HP System
Recovery for more on how to do this. If your computer has a Dell Factory Image Restore partition, you can factory reset Windows 7 to reinstall the operating system and restore all the default files and programs that came with your Dell computer. You can also manually reinstall Windows with the Dell Operating System Installation Disc. This is the
same thing as a clean install, mentioned above. Visit Dell's Windows 7 factory reset help page for directions over both of these methods and instructions on how to get your Dell drivers reinstalled after the reset. If you backed up Windows using the built-in backup utility, you can restore the system image from the Advanced Recovery Methods area of
Control Panel. No installation disc necessary! This method is only recommended if you made the system image while your computer was still working properly (i.e., it didn't have viruses or corrupt files), and it's especially ideal if the backup contains all your personal files and favorite programs. Since this is simply a backup of whatever was on your
computer when you created it, it could contain most of your files, something these other Windows 7 factory reset methods can't do. This way of factory resetting only works if you still have access to Windows, since you need to log in and open the utility. Your backup might be stored on another hard drive, a DVD, or a folder on the network. How-To
Geek has a tutorial on resetting Windows 7 this way. A true factory reset, also called a factory restore, reverts Windows to the state it was in when it was first installed on the computer. Returning the OS to the way it was when it left the factory is where this term gets its name. When you first got your computer or when you first installed Windows (if
you did it yourself), it had only the essentials—Internet Explorer and maybe a few extra tools, depending on the manufacturer. Resetting deletes everything but those default items. All your personal files will be erased and any and all programs you installed will be deleted. However, depending on the method you use, resetting might also delete
Windows updates and drivers. Or, if you reset Windows with a backup, it could restore old files and programs. Be sure to read carefully to learn what the reset option you choose will and will not restore. A “factory reset” might mean other things depending on what, exactly, you want accomplished. If you’'re selling your computer, you can remove
Windows entirely by wiping the hard drive. This will reset the computer to a blank slate, one without any files, programs, or operating system. Resetting to a previous state is called a restore. Using System Restore doesn’t delete the whole OS or any personal files, but it does revert the operating system to an older state, hopefully fixing any issues
with important system files. Some Windows 7 backups are created with third-party tools like Macrium Reflect. If you have a Windows backup that was created by a specific program, you can use that software's restore utility to reset Windows to the state it was in when the backup was created. Thanks for letting us know! Get the Latest Tech News
Delivered Every Day Subscribe Tell us why!
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