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Whether you like to roleplay as a powerful mage or relive historical events on the battlefield, sometimes we want to play simply as ourselves. Our next list is filled with life simulation games, which are somewhat similar to the trendy game - the Sims. We’ve checked out multiple platforms and taken into account different approaches to life simulation
genre, and here’s what we dug out. Let’s check out our list of best games like The Sims. Editor’s Note: This list was updated in November 2023 and includes the newest and hottest life simulation games. Platforms: PC, Android Virtual Families is a life simulation game where you adopt and nurture a virtual family. The game allows you to control a
character and guide them through various aspects of life, such as finding a job, building relationships, and raising a family. Players are responsible for making decisions about the virtual characters’ careers, marriages, and home improvements. As you can see by the familiar interface, it’s pretty similar to Sims. Platforms: PC In Kudos, players take on
the role of a character starting a new life, and the game revolves around making choices to shape the character’s lifestyle and social interactions. The gameplay focuses on time management and decision-making. Players allocate their time to various activities such as work, socializing, hobbies, and personal development. Your choices affect your
character’s attributes, relationships, and overall happiness. Platforms: PC, Android Alter Ego is a text-based life simulation game that was first released in the 1980s. In the game, players guide a character from birth to old age, making decisions that shape their personality, career, relationships, and overall life path. The game is known for its deep
exploration of the human experience and the consequences of various choices. The game is divided into different stages of life, and players face a variety of scenarios and decisions at each stage. Platforms: PC, Android, Switch, PlayStation 4, Xbox One Stardew Valley needs no introduction. It’s similar to the Sims when it comes to micro-managing
your real estate and resources. When it comes to customization of your character, it’s not as intensive. In any case, if you haven't tried this yet, now would be the perfect time. Platforms: Switch Animal Crossing: New Horizons is more similar to Stardew Valley than the Sims but considering there are plenty of interactions with other NPCs and plenty
of micro-management related to your own character, it’s worth putting on this list. The game will absolutely devour hours of your time. Platforms: PC Dinkum is an Australia-inspired family sim. Traverse eucalyptus forests, endure scorching deserts and chill by billabongs. Encounter adorable Aussie wildlife, gather resources through hunting and
mining, and build your town. Attract townsfolk and businesses by customizing your surroundings. Team up with friends to explore landscapes teeming with dangers and protect each other in this unique adventure. Platforms: PC, Switch, PlayStation 5, PlayStation 4, Xbox One, Xbox Series X/S If you're a fan of Disney, this game is perfect for you.
Disney Dreamlight Valley is mix of life simulation and adventure, offering quests, exploration, and engaging activities with a cast of beloved Disney and Pixar characters. In the enchanting land of Dreamlight Valley, where harmony once prevailed, a mysterious event called the Forgetting occurred. Night Thorns spread, erasing precious memories. The
once vibrant inhabitants sought refuge in the Dream Castle. Now, as the player, the task is to unravel the tales of this world and restore the magic to Dreamlight Valley. Platforms: PC, PlayStation 4, Xbox One, PlayStation 5, Xbox Series X/S Medieval Dynasty portrays a world ruled by nobles and clergy, where trade brings both prosperity and conflict.
As young man escaping war, players in the game develop from inexperienced individuals into skilled leaders, navigating challenges such as hunting, resource gathering, and building to establish a lasting and prosperous dynasty. The open world offers a unique gameplay experience, allowing players to explore, build a thriving village, and ultimately
craft their legacy amidst the challenges of harsh winters and unexpected events. Platforms: PC I mean, the UI says it all. At first glance, this looks like the Sims 2, right? Well, it’s really similar: you take control of a character, and you engage in every day normal activities, trying to survive the best you can in the virtual world. Platforms: PC,
PlayStation 4, Xbox One My Time At Portia is a simulation RPG set in a charming post-apocalyptic world. Players inherit a workshop and must restore it to its former glory by farming, raising animals, and mining resources. The game also features crafting, exploration, and building elements, along with interactions with the vibrant residents of Portia.
It’s like Stardew Valley, but different. Platforms: Nintendo 3DS In Fantasy Life, players can choose from various “Life” classes, each representing a different profession or skill set. These Life classes include traditional RPG roles like Paladin, Wizard, and Archer, as well as non-combat roles like Tailor, Cook, and Carpenter. Players can switch between
Life classes at any time, allowing them to explore different aspects of the game world and pursue various activities. Platforms: PC, PlayStation 5, Xbox Series S/X I know that Crusader Kings III looks nothing like the Sims, but hear me out...In Crusader Kings, you rule with an iron fist to instill fear or inspire subjects. You can have your own her, but
beware, genetics play a role, passing along traits from genius to crippling stupidity. Groom heirs with appropriate guardians or take charge of their education. Customize rulers and noble houses, creating monarchs with inherited virtues and vices. Manage an evolving realm, granting titles or seizing crowns from lieges. Beware of rivals, from restless
serfs to revengeful concubines. Platforms: PC In Wander Willows, players find themselves stranded on a mysterious island after their hot air balloon crashes. The island, called Wandering Willows, is inhabited by various creatures and characters. The main objective of Wandering Willows is to explore the island, complete quests, and interact with the
diverse inhabitants. Players can befriend and help the whimsical creatures called Willows, each with unique personalities and needs. Platforms: Switch, Nintendo 3DS Tomodachi Life is known for its quirky and humorous take on life simulation, allowing players to create and customize Mii characters and observe their daily lives on an island. In
Tomodachi Life, players can create Mii characters based on themselves, friends, family, or fictional characters. These Mii characters live on an island, and players get to watch their personalities and relationships unfold. The Miis have needs and desires, and players can fulfill these by engaging in various activities, such as feeding them, playing
games, and giving them gifts. Platforms: PC, PlayStation 5, Xbox Series S/X, Play Station 4, Xbox One In My Time at Sandrock, set in a charming post-apocalyptic world 330 years after a catastrophic event, you step into the role of a Builder. Tasked with revitalizing the city-state of Sandrock, you must gather resources, construct machines, befriend
locals, and protect the community from menacing monsters. Accepting the job offer brings you to this wild and rugged city, where your trusty tools become instrumental in restoring Sandrock to its former glory. Oh, and by the way, this is from the creators of My Time at Portia. Platforms: Android, iOS In BitLife, live your life by making choices that
lead to different outcomes. Strive to become a model citizen with a happy family and a successful career, or take a different path filled with adventures, crime, and unconventional decisions. Your choices shape your unique story in this interactive text life simulator, offering a realistic simulation of adult life. Platforms: PC Sengoku Dynasty is a
dynamic blend of open-world RPG, city-building, life simulation, and survival set in feudal Japan. Navigate the turbulent times of this era by building and leading your own Dynasty. Play in solo or co-op mode, with the option of first or third-person views. In a region once ravaged by famine and war, forge your life, cultivate a community, and establish a
powerful dynasty. Explore a beautiful open world, gathering resources, crafting, hunting, building, and farming to ensure survival and prosperity for your village. Face formidable enemies, rise as a great leader, and fiercely defend your creations. It’s like the Medieval Dynasty but set in the Sengoku Period. Platforms: PC Oxygen Not Included is a
space-colony simulation game, so it differs from the Sims in that aspect. Players are tasked with managing a group of colonists who find themselves stranded on an asteroid. The primary goal is to help them survive and thrive in this harsh and unpredictable environment. Platforms: PC, Android, iOS Avakin Life is a virtual world and social simulation
game. Players have extensive options to customize their avatars, from appearance and clothing to accessories and hairstyles. This allows for a high level of personalization. The game emphasizes socialization, enabling players to connect with other Avakins from around the world. Interactions can include chatting, making friends, and engaging in
various activities together. Platforms: PC, Android, iOS WorldBox - God Simulator is a sandbox god game. Players can create and customize their own worlds by shaping the land, creating mountains, valleys, oceans, and more. The game provides a variety of tools for terraforming. Once a world is created, players can introduce various creatures and
beings to inhabit it. These beings can develop civilizations, build structures, and interact with each other based on the player’s influence. Platforms: PC In IMVU, users create and customize 3D avatars that represent them in the virtual world. The customization options are extensive, allowing users to personalize their avatars’ appearance, clothing,
and accessories. The primary feature of IMVU is virtual chat, where users interact with each other in a three-dimensional environment. Avatars can move, gesture, and communicate with others through text chat, creating a social and interactive experience. Platforms: PC The Guild 3 is yet another installment in the highly successful life & trading sim
franchise. Choose your path as an honest craftsman, trader, romantic, bribing official, or engaging in subterfuge. Acquire titles, secure council positions, and join guilds to advance your power. With a range of professions, a complex skill tree, and unlockable actions, customize your strategy. Explore 13 authentic historical scenarios in Central and
Northern Europe, navigating a dynamic day and night cycle with seasonal impacts. Platforms: PC Sun Haven is more of a Harvest Moon, Stardew Valley, and Animal Crossing clone, but due to its pronounced sim features, it belongs on this list. Tend to seasonal crops, raise fantastical animals, and engage in various activities. Play with up to 8 friends
online, explore three different cities, and utilize over 40 crafting stations for diverse tasks like smithing and jewelry making. Decorate your house and farm with numerous furniture items. Romance from 15 marriage candidates, combat monsters using swords, crossbows, or magic and unlock mine floors to gather resources and gems. The game offers
a blend of farming, crafting, and adventure elements for an immersive gaming experience. Platforms: PC Second Life provides users with a 3D virtual world where they can create and customize avatars, explore diverse landscapes, and participate in various activities. A significant feature of Second Life is user-generated content. Users can create and
design their own virtual spaces, known as “islands” or “regions,” where they can build homes, businesses, and other structures. Platforms: PC, Switch, Xbox One, PlayStation 4 In Youtubers Life 2, embark on a journey through NewTube City to elevate your online presence. Explore trends in three distinct neighborhoods, facing challenges, engaging in
seasonal events, and encountering famous characters. Each trend unfolds a unique story, providing opportunities for content creation and channel growth. Build relationships with over 30 characters who can become friends, rivals, or even lovers. Platforms: PC, Switch Moonstone Island is a creature-collecting life simulation game set in an expansive
open world with 100 islands to explore. Engage in activities such as making friends, brewing potions, and collecting Spirits. The core of the game involves testing your strength in card-based encounters to advance through your Alchemy training. Platforms: PC This is technically a Roblox Game, so you will need to get on the platform to play it. , The
game allows players to build their own houses using a variety of tools, ranging from simple homes to elaborate mansions. The extensive house-building system is complemented by a wide selection of furniture and decorations for customization. In addition to house design, players can get jobs, make friends, and engage in roleplay scenarios. It’s also a
blatant Sims clone. Platforms: PC They are not allowed to use ‘The Sims’ in the game, but you get the point. FreeSO is a Sims 1 port, and it’s basically the same game with few added functionalities like multiplayer. Platforms: PC In Sapiens, you craft your prehistoric civilization, guiding your tribe through the ages as you shape the world around you.
With complete freedom, build towns and industries, ranging from the smallest details to monumental structures. Starting with nothing, progress through thousands of years of technological advancements in this intimate yet expansive colony simulation. Choose your home from a vast selection of procedurally generated lands on a map larger than
Earth, each with unique climates, resources, and challenges. Players lead a group of villagers, known as the “Isola tribe,” in their efforts to thrive on the island. This involves tasks such as building shelters, farming, and solving various challenges. The villagers in Virtual Villagers Origins 2 exhibit realistic behaviors and interact with each other. They
age, have families, and possess unique skills that contribute to the overall success of the village. Have a game to add to the list? Let us know in the comments below! What are the best games like The Sims? In our guide, we'll bring you the top Sims game rivals for portable platforms, showing you some life sim gems that offer a level of control you can
only dream about in the real world from both indie developers and AAA companies. Just, don't get weird with it (we know you will). If you'd rather have financial freedom over happy families, you might have a more productive time reading over our picks for the best Tycoon games. Or, if you're looking to nurture whole societies instead of nuclear
families, we've put together a list of the best games like Civilization so you can start on your path to global dominance. If you just want to have a good time, try our list of the best party games. Here are the best games like The Sims: Animal Crossing: New Horizons Portable platforms: Nintendo Switch Ah, the simple life. Leave the hustle and bustle of
modern times behind for an island retreat in Animal Crossing: New Horizons. This isn't a holiday, though, and you'll need to pull your weight on your island to bring in new neighbors, restore the museum to its former glory, and help Tom Nook shift his wares. The customization options are where New Horizons shines, with almost everything on your
island under your control so you can make your own slice of paradise. If you fancy customizing your devices to match your island life, head over to our Animal Crossing wallpapers guide. We also have a list of the best games like Animal Crossing, if you want to experience similar games. Stardew Valley Portable platforms: Nintendo Switch, iOS,
Android, Xbox Cloud Gaming, Steam Deck, Windows handhelds As one of the biggest breakaway indie hits of the last decade, Stardew Valley is a must-play for anyone even slightly invested in the life sim genre. From farming to fishing to falling in love with one of Pelican Town's singletons, there are few limits to what life in the valley can bring.
What's more, Stardew Valley's single developer has worked consistently to bring new content to the game since its release, so the once humble farming sim now has hours and hours of playability. Check out our Stardew Valley review to dive even deeper into this farming sim gem, or learn more about the newly-released Stardew Valley 1.6 update
before starting up your ranch. For some extra assistance, we can tell you about characters such as Stardew Valley's Linus, Stardew Valley's Shane, Stardew Valley's Haley, and Stardew Valley's Alex. The Sims Mobile Portable platforms: iOS, Android You can't get much more like The Sims than The Sims itself. This mobile port does tone down the
possibilities from the main series, but has all the main ingredients to create the classic Sims hijinks, and still retains some form of quest mode. It's a free-to-play title, too, so if you're not quite willing to commit to the responsibility of raising a family in the Sims 4, why not test out your domestic skills in a slimmed-down version of the original life sim.
Youtubers Life 2 Portable platforms: Nintendo Switch, iOS, Android, Steam Deck, Windows handhelds Dream big and stream big, in the vlogging life sim Youtubers Life 2. While this one is obviously aimed towards younger audiences, it can still be fun for all, as you do your best PewDiPie impression and live your life for the views. The goal in this
game is to amass as many subscribers as you can, unlocking customization options along the way to help your channel stand out from the crowd. Graveyard Keeper Portable platforms: Nintendo Switch, iOS, Android, Steam Deck, Windows handhelds Are you looking for more macabre moments in your life sim game? If so, Graveyard Keeper is a
surefire pick for you. You're not looking after a family of living beings here though. Instead, it's your job to tend to the dead and their resting places, as the purveyor of the local morgue and graveyard. There's a ton to do in Graveyard Keeper, especially with the ultimate edition, and it's one of the funnier games from this list, thanks to Gerry, the
booze-addled skull who guides you through your new career as a mortician. SimCity BuildIt Portable platforms: iOS, Android Swap out family planning for urban planning with SimCity Buildit, a scaled-down version of EA's architectural simulator, Sim City. If games like Cities: Skylines are a bit intimidating for you, this is a great alternative entry
point. The slimmed-down menus and options make SimCity BuildIt a perfect introduction to city-builder games for younger fans, with less emphasis on deep mechanics and an easily approachable design element that prioritizes wonder over architectural tedium. Cattails Portable platforms: Nintendo Switch, Steam Deck, Windows handhelds If you're
feline like playing something a little different from the other titles on this list, Cattails is one of the more out-there life sims on Switch. Plus, it's one of the best cat games too, so that's a bonus. If you hadn't guessed it, in Cattails, you're a cat. You're no stray, though - instead, you live in a community of other cats and spend your days hunting for mice,
searching for a mate, and, if you're lucky, popping out kittens. Virtual Families 3 Portable platforms: Nintendo Switch, iOS, Android When looking for a mobile equivalent to the Sims, you can't go wrong with Virtual Families 3. It's clear that the title lends a lot from its inspiration, both in terms of game design and controls, but it simplifies the formula
a little for those less accustomed to the genre and dials down the wacky. If you want to indulge in a bit of domestic bliss, we couldn't recommend this game enough. Two Point Hospital Portable platforms: Nintendo Switch, Steam Deck, Windows handhelds If your favorite parts of playing The Sims are following your Sim to work as a doctor and
micromanaging the hell out of their lives, then Two Point Hospital is for you. This medical addition to the Two Point series lets you build and manage your own hospital in the weird and wonderful Two Point County. For the super eager, check out Two Point Hospital with all of its DLC included, thanks to the Switch's Jumbo Edition, which includes the
Bigfoot, Pebberley Island, Close Encounters, and Off the Grid full expansions, plus the Retro and Exhibitions item packs. MySims: Cozy Bundle Portable platforms: Nintendo Switch This is the closest we'll ever get to The Sims on Switch, and I'm not mad about it. MySims: Cozy Bundle is a 2-in-1 port of the original MySims and MySims Kingdom games
from the Nintendo DS and Wii, reviving the cult classic for the modern age. In MySims, you can create a character, meet the townsfolk, decorate your house, and more. In MySims Kingdom, you're whisked off to a fantasy land to do, well, much of the same but with a medieval twist. The Game of Life 2 Portable platforms: Nintendo Switch, iOS,
Android, Apple Arcade, Steam Deck, Windows handhelds While The Game of Life 2 isn't your traditional life sim game, it is a simulation of life. This digital reimagining of the classic board game lets you speed around a colorful board, experiencing life's milestones and building your ideal future. Live out your dream life on the standard board, or take
on fantasy roles in Fairytale Kingdom or Haunted Hills. Customize your player peg and continue past the standard end state of retirement. There are so many ways to play The Game of Life on handheld, including as part of your Apple Arcade subscription. There you have it! With that list, you should have enough life sim games to keep you going for,
well, life. If you still haven't found anything that strikes a chord, have a browse of our picks for the best Switch simulation games to see some zanier options outside of the life sim sub-genre. It's maddening that we will not get a Sims Switch release. If you're looking for more Sims action, then our sister site PCGamesN has you covered. Check

out this list of Sims 4 cheats and all the best Sims 4 mods to improve your experience. There’s still not a game out there quite like The Sims.For over 20 years, this life simulation franchise has dominated its genre. Some similar games have been in development for years (and some, like Paradox’s Life by You, didn’t make it), but The Sims remains the
biggest life simulation series out there.So, if you’re looking for something like The Sims, it might be a little tricky to find — which is why we recommend really zeroing in on just what it is about The Sims that you like.Sims players tend to be drawn to one of three big tentpoles of the game:The micromanaging, wherein they control literally every aspect
of their Sims’ lives (and then some);the storytelling, a broad term for the live-play part of The Sims and crafting a storyline with Sims, be it building up their lives or creating juicy drama;the customization, which is the building, decorating, and dressing up of it all.So no matter what it is about The Sims that you love, we’ve picked out some great
games for you to try next.Where to play: Mac, PlayStation 4, Windows PC, Xbox OneRimWorld is an extremely customizable game, with a storyteller that spins the tale of your colony. Your job is to help your space colony survive, which includes giving them a nice place to sleep, plenty of food to eat, and toys for entertainment. As more random events
happen, and you progress through technology trees, your colonists have more involved wants and needs. You may need to hustle to amputate a limb before an infection overwhelms your colony’s doctor, or make transhumanist technology to appease an aging priest. Managing the mood of each character is crucial to success, as mental breaks can lead
to major issues — and even murder. —Cass MarshallWhere to play: Mac, PlayStation 4, Xbox One, Windows PCStellaris is my big micromanaging game of choice because I like space. There is a lot to keep track of, but I like games that look like I'm opening up a work spreadsheet. In Stellaris, you basically raise a spacefaring civilization, from the
moment they discover space travel to the fall of their empire. You get to pick how your aliens look like, and as you explore the vast expanse of space, you encounter other civilizations, which range from friendly to xenophobic imperialists . You create colonies on new planets, balance your economy, manage diplomatic relations, and more — all while
also discovering what lies out in the galaxy. —Petrana RadulovicWhere to play: PlayStation 5, Windows PC, Xbox Series XYou manage animals in Planet Zoo, not people. Like Zoo Tycoon and Zoo Tycoon 2 (or Maxis’ animal management games SimSafari or SimPark), you build habitats for animals while also making sure the zoo is staffed up and guests
are happy. There’s a lot to keep track of throughout the game, which makes it a lot like The Sims 4 — micromanaging all around! —Nicole CarpenterWhere to play: Just about any platform!Visual novels were my first foray into gaming after getting into The Sims. And I still love ‘em! I particularly like visual novels that are super choice-heavy, and let
you totally customize your protagonist and how the storyline unfolds. For anyone who loves The Sims because of the stories you get to curate, visual novels scratch that itch — while also having a low barrier to entry and running very easily on most devices!I play a lot of these on various platforms, but want to shout out a few of my favorites: Scarlet
Hollow, a horror and also romance visual novel from Black Tabby Games (the developers of Slay the Princess!) that takes place in a spooky Appalachian town; The Arcana, a freemium fantasy mobile game about a magician’s apprentice caught up in a murder mystery that has some of the most gorgeous art out there; and I Was a Teenage Exocolonist,
a coming-of-age sci-fi game taking place on a distant planet with an emphasis on replayability with its time loop mechanic. (Also shout out to Choice of Games, which hosts some very cool text-based stories — not a lot visually going on, but that’s the power of imagination). —PRWhere to play: Mac, PlayStation 5, Xbox Series X, Windows PCIf you spend
hours making Sims in Create-A-Sim, you’ll love poring over the Baldur’s Gate 3 character creator. Big sprawling roleplaying games let you create your own character and really dive into a world. There’s definitely more structure than something like The Sims, but if you have a favorite type of character or storyline to play out in The Sims, migrating
that roleplaying mindset over to Baldur’s Gate 3 is a pretty seamless transition. —PRWhere to play: Mobile and browserBitLife is the live-play aspect of The Sims stripped down and speedrunned. You start off with a random life, which then plays out in short textual descriptions. Every so often, a pop up prompts you to make a choice. But for the most
part, it’s pretty free range. You can send your little person off to college, pick what activities they do in their free time, nurture specific relationships (or not!), buy property or more. And like in The Sims, you can prime them for success, or have their life go totally off the rails. It’'s completely up to you!lt’s also free, with some totally optional perks as
DLC (I'm a fan of the spy expansion, myself). Also, it’s the rare mobile game that works without any Wi-Fi connection — always a win in my opinion. —PRWhere to play: Android, iOSLove Nikki Dress Up Queen isn’t a simulator game, but it does hit on one aspect of The Sims 4 — customization. The Love Nikki franchise is known for its elaborate
fashion systems; in Love Nikki, you move through the world and solve its problems with fashion battles. The better your outfit, based on set parameters for each encounter, the more points you score. If you're looking for a game that lets you play around with an avatar like you do in The Sims, Love Nikki is your game: Arguably, it’'s got more
customization than The Sims. —NCWhere to play: PlayStation 5, Windows PC, Xbox Series XI started playing Coral Island during its Early Access phase on Steam, and even when it was fraught with in-game roadblocks and bugs, it became one of my favorite life sims. There are tons of things to work toward and interacting with non-player characters
is delightful due to the themes (environmental issues, LGBTQ+ identities, community care) and the well-written dialogue. The animations make me want to move to an island in real life, and activities like cleaning up the coral in the ocean offer a fresh take on the spend-energy-to-get-items trope in simulation games. —Zoé HannahWhere to play:
Nintendo SwitchlIf the thing you like about The Sims 4 is building out a community or decorating spaces, try Animal Crossing: New Horizons. There isn’t the house customization you’ll find in The Sims — at least with exteriors — but there’s plenty to build out inside your own island home. The Happy Home Paradise DLC only takes that experience
further, putting the focus directly on decorating. Getting creative with your island design, too, expands the possibilities of the world you can create: Some players created huge libraries, lush jungles, and even recreated iconic spots from Ocarina of Time. —NCSee More: GamingPolygon ListsPolygon PicksWhat to Play What are the best games like The
Sims? Suppose you're fed up with setting your Sims on fire, watching them struggle to control their bladder, or seeing them wash their dinner plate in the bathroom sink. In that case, these games are very similar to The Sims but offer a nice alternative to EA's Truman Show simulator. You might be able to grab The Sims 4 for free these days, but
sometimes it's fun to try something different. While there are plenty of exciting life games on the horizon, including the hallowed Sims 5 release date, some of the best PC games available take their cue from Maxis. Join us as we run the gamut of games like The Sims on PC, from managing budgets in Two Point Hospital to forging relationships in
Stardew Valley. Here are the best games like The Sims: InZOI Unless you've been living under a rock in 2025, you'll have heard of InZoi, a new, realistic Sims-like that received an incredible amount of interest in the run-up to release. As we expected, it wasn't enough to topple The Sims as the king of the genre, but it's the closest you'll get to the
iconic franchise, it looks great, and it's certainly worth a try if you want to see what The Sims might look like in a more realistic setting. It's still in early access, and the InZoi roadmap promises an ever more glorious future for the life game, but you might want to check the InZoi system requirements before you buy, and read our InZoi early access
preview for more. Dreamlight Valley This Disney life sim places you in Dreamlight Valley itself, and you must set about bringing Disney and Pixar villagers back home after a mysterious event. This provides extensive, story-driven gameplay, while the story is driven by making friends. OK, you can't make them unhappy, and it's pretty easy to build a
friendship, but story and friendship quests that take place as you build out and decorate the valley itself are constantly entertaining, and soon you'll have a Sims-like town filled with comrades. PCGamesN has you covered for this game with our Disney Dreamlight Valley characters list, a Dreamlight Valley recipes guide, and all the latest working
Dreamlight Valley codes. Tiny Life Tiny Life isn't just like The Sims - it basically is The Sims. This early access life simulator goes back to basics, stripping out all the iterations and complexities of Sims 4 to transport you to a simpler time. Its pixel-based aesthetic and muted tones capture the crunchy polygons of yesteryear as you manage a household
of hapless humans like it's the year 2000. Tiny Life is currently in early access, so if it's feeling a little sparse right now, you're in luck - developer Ellpeck Games is introducing new objects, locations, and bodily functions to keep things fresh. It also includes mod support to download community-built furniture kits and unique homes - or design them
yourself. More clone than successor, Tiny Life is the nostalgia trip we've always wanted. Second Life Second Life was an institution for life game lovers in the mid-2000s, and while it hasn't quite managed to surpass those Y2K heights, it survives with a user base in the tens of thousands. This is partially down to its wealth of user-generated content,
from scenic alpine peaks to warehouse raves with live music. While it's billed as a virtual online experience rather than a videogame, Second Life is what you make of it - and if you're looking for a game like The Sims, it's hard to go wrong with a virtual world that lets you be whoever you want. It's also a free PC game, and its low barrier to entry is a
great opportunity to try it on for size. Step aside, Metaverse - Second Life did it first, and arguably, did it best. Two Point Hospital The spiritual successor to Theme Hospital doesn't disappoint. In Two Point Hospital, you're tasked with managing a hospital, growing it from just a small reception to a full-blown operation of diagnostic rooms, wards, and,
er, clown clinics. Everything can go wrong, and it often does, but learning to juggle the rising queues, the cranky doctors demanding pay rises, and training up fresh blood is half the fun. Striking the right balance between staff and patient demands while remaining profitable will force you into rash decisions and woeful mistakes. If you love designing
an ideal, functional Sims house and reacting to your Sims' unpredictable mood swings, then you'll love handling a pay dispute with Dr. Nigel Explosion. There are also plenty of fires to put out (literally) and ghosts to vacuum up in this weird but very wonderful ode to one of the best simulation games of all time. House Flipper 2 We've replaced House
Flipper on this list with its sequel, which takes things up a notch with new tools and a new UI. House Flipper takes what, in our opinion, is the best part of The Sims - creating the perfect house - and puts that front and center. Start with small jobs for other people, like cleaning up their mess after a garage gig or getting their new cafe ready for
business, and earn the money you need to buy and flip houses of your own. Take a look at our House Flipper 2 review for more. Pioneers of Pagonia This cute colony sim from the makers of the classic game The Settlers stole our hearts during Steam Next Fest in 2023. Our Pioneers of Pagonia review attest to the simple joy of its "Wuselfaktor": the
satisfaction that comes from sitting back and watching a life simulation run its course. While it offers a bit more strategy and city-building than The Sims, Pioneers still has enough similarities to earn a place on this list. You need to keep everyone in your settlement happy by ensuring that the correct buildings have been set up, that they have what
they need to build them, and even make sure they have enough food and housing to reproduce. Then, while you've got some downtime and they're all happy for now, just sit back and watch them interact with each other. My Time at Sandrock Speaking of the best relaxing games, My Time at Sandrock ranks high on our list. Now out of early access, it's
set to surpass My Time at Portia with its vital quality-of-life improvements to crafting and building. Sandrock is populated by a sleepy desert community that's fallen into disrepair, and it's up to you to transform it into a hub of productivity from your humble workshop. By expanding the land, you also expand Sandrock itself while helping its charming
residents maintain it. Unlike The Sims, the residents of Sandrock don't go about their everyday lives as much as they're tied to specific story events. However, you can still form relationships with the locals by giving them gifts, even going so far as to romance and marry them if you wish. While there are a lot of similarities between The Sims and My
Time at Sandrock, the latter provides a slightly more wholesome, story-driven experience. Stardew Valley If farming games sound more up your street, there's nothing more relaxing than Stardew Valley, a game where you leave the hubbub of the city and retire to a small town to take over the family farm. This life sim transports you to Pelican Town,
where you get to know, befriend, and possibly marry the local residents (although there's no WooHoo equivalent, despite the many Stardew Valley mods available). As you forge relationships with the townspeople, you must keep on top of your farming, creating profitable produce and mining resources to put back into the local community and use for
tool upgrades. If you're interested in getting rich quickly, check out our guide on how to make money fast in Stardew Valley - it's a bit trickier than using Sims 4 cheats. Planet Zoo Planet Zoo is an extensive and relaxing sim game where you'll spend ages building enclosures and creating the perfect habitats for your critters. You can even raise animals
to release back into the wild to earn conservation points, which unlock more exotic animals and upgrades for your zoo. You can either tackle a new zoo from scratch in sandbox mode or pull a low-performing zoo back from the brink in career mode. Of course, there's more to running a zoo than just cute pandas; you also need to keep the customers
and your staff happy. Adequate seating and educational tools are a must, plus staff rooms for your hard-working employees to take a break. If you're a stickler for details in The Sims, then Planet Zoo will have you obsessing over your zoo's layout and aesthetic in no time. Cities Skylines 2 If you want to rule over your residents without getting to really
know them, you can detach yourself from your Sims' disgruntled faces by overseeing the construction of a large city. Instead of zooming in on individual houses, you'll need to think bigger as you grow and maintain a city using grids to build entire neighborhoods. Sure, Sims had their own answer to this in the form of the SimCity series, but the Cities
Skylines games are arguably the best city-building games around. Following the success of Cities Skylines, CS2 is about creating a well-functioning city with effective roads and junctions, a running water supply, and a self-contained economy, but with even more added extras to the first game. Think more advanced economical decisions, more detailed
tax calculations, and better sounds. If you love The Sims' construction mechanics, there's a lot of similarity in Cities Skylines 2 management, but with more strategy and much less coaxing your Sim to get it on with Jeff from across the street. See what PCGamesN thought of the game in our Cities Skylines 2 review and if you are already playing then
check our guide to the best Cities Skylines 2 mods. Coral Island Coral Island is the perfect alternative if you're looking for a Sims-adjacent romantic life sim. You're challenged to improve the town you recently moved into by clearing out the ocean of garbage and oil - and you can also improve your life by making friends along the way. If you make
really good friends with someone, namely by giving them gifts, you can choose to marry them, and even have children with them, who themselves grow into adults. GTA V OK, hear us out. In GTA V, you play as a customized character in an open-world setting rife with content, from owning apartments to having your own garage packed with cars.
There's some Sims-esque action in earning money to buy and customize property, but instead of overseeing your Sims empire, you can roam the streets of Los Santos, choosing to throw a punch at an unsuspecting passerby or spin the wheel at the local Diamond Casino. If you want a more authentic sims experience, GTA Online roleplaying allows
players to play specific community roles like grocery store clerks, police officers, and taxi drivers. We've put together the best GTA Online roleplaying servers and how to join them, including some help navigating the forum lingo to get started. If you're already playing, then check out list of GTA 5 cheat codes and the best GTA 5 mods. Oh, and join us
in speculation over the GTA 6 release date. Minecraft You might be wondering how Minecraft is even remotely like The Sims, but here's the thing: if you like the house-building aspect of The Sims, then Minecraft's creative mode could be right up your, ahem, street (you know, like houses are on?). From vanilla mode to Minecraft mods, you can create
masterpieces big or small - and even kit out the interior if you're imaginative enough. If you're a builder in The Sims, we're certain the challenge of building in Minecraft will be satisfying and a walk in the park. Now that you've had your fill of the best games like The Sims, why not check out some of the best management games for a bit more
strategy? We've also got a list of the best Sims 5 mods on our wishlist and the Sims 5 cheats that are likely to appear in the next installment of our favorite life sim. Dive into a world where creativity knows no bounds, and every day presents a new adventure! For fans of games like The Sims 4, the thrill of creating unique characters, building dream
homes, and living out virtual lives is an addictive experience that has captured the hearts of millions. Since its inception in 2000, The Sims has become a cultural phenomenon, with key characteristics such as endless customization options, engaging challenges, and immersive gameplay that keep players coming back for more. But what if you’'re ready
to explore new horizons? In this article, we’ll introduce you to nine incredible games like The Sims that cater to the same excitement and creativity. Each game on our list offers its own distinct flavor and unique features that are sure to appeal to die-hard Sims fans while also providing fresh experiences and challenges. Get ready to dive into a world
of virtual possibilities as we explore these nine fantastic life simulation games that will captivate your imagination and provide countless hours of entertainment. Since its debut in 2000, The Sims has captivated the hearts of gamers worldwide with its unique blend of creativity, customization, and life simulation. But what is it about this game that has
made it such a cultural phenomenon and a staple in the gaming world? Let’s dive into the key characteristics that draw players to The Sims and keep them coming back for more. Creativity and Customization: One of the most appealing aspects of The Sims is the freedom to create and customize every aspect of your virtual world. From designing your
dream home to shaping the appearance and personality of your characters, The Sims 4 offers endless possibilities for players to express their creativity. The Sims, and games like it, provide players with endless customization options. Immersive Gameplay: The Sims thrusts players into a living, breathing world where they can control every aspect of
their characters’ lives. This level of immersion allows players to become deeply invested in their virtual families, forging emotional connections that make the gameplay even more engaging. Dynamic Challenges: The Sims offers a variety of challenges and goals for players to pursue, from climbing the career ladder to building relationships and raising
families. These dynamic objectives keep the gameplay fresh and exciting, ensuring that there’s always something new to strive for. Social Interaction: The Sims community is vast and diverse, with players often sharing their creations, stories, and experiences with others. This sense of camaraderie and shared passion further enhances the enjoyment
of the game, as players can learn from one another and celebrate their achievements together. Constant Evolution: With numerous expansions, updates, and sequels, The Sims has consistently evolved over the years, introducing new features, characters, and challenges that keep the gameplay fresh and exciting. This commitment to growth and
numerous DLC ensures that players always have something new to look forward to. There are tons of expansions available for The Sims 4. You can play in almost any way you want now. In this article, we will showcase six life simulation games like The Sims 4 that encompass many of these beloved characteristics. Each game offers its own unique spin
on the life simulation genre, providing fans of The Sims with an opportunity to explore new virtual worlds while still enjoying the core elements that make The Sims so special. Stay tuned as we embark on a journey to discover the best life simulation games that will captivate your imagination and provide countless hours of entertainment. In
RimWorld, you can manage an entire colony of simulated people. RimWorld is a life simulation game that offers players an immersive experience similar to The Sims series. In RimWorld, players get to manage a group of colonists who are stranded on an alien planet, and the game allows you to manage their stories, customize their living environment,
grow their skills, and overcome various challenges. Dynamic Storytelling One of the most appealing aspects of RimWorld is its dynamic storytelling. Each colonist has a unique backstory, personality, and set of skills that can affect the story’s outcome. As the player, you get to shape their lives and experiences as they face different challenges such as
harsh weather, disease outbreaks, and raiding parties. The gameplay experience is further enhanced by the inclusion of three different Al storytellers, each with their own unique approach to narrative. These storytellers offer varying levels of difficulty, with different events and challenges tailored to the player’s skill level and desired level of
engagement. RimWorld offers extensive customization options for your colonists and their living spaces. You can design their outfits, choose their hairstyles, and build and furnish their homes. With an extensive modding community, you can even add new content and features to enhance the gameplay experience. Players can completely customize
their entire colony in this life-sim game. Another exciting aspect of RimWorld is the relationships that form between the characters you manage. Colonists will develop friendships, rivalries, and even romantic relationships on their own, which can significantly impact your gameplay experience. These relationships can affect the mood and productivity
of your colonists and lead to unexpected outcomes. Overall, RimWorld provides players with a vast range of customization options and the freedom to create their unique stories. With its dynamic storytelling, immersive gameplay, and customizable features, RimWorld is a perfect choice for fans of The Sims who are looking for a fresh take on life
simulation games. Two Point Hospital is a management simulation game that offers players a unique and engaging gameplay experience reminiscent of The Sims series. In Two Point Hospital, players take on the role of a hospital administrator, where they manage staff, diagnose and treat patients, and customize their medical facilities. One of the
most appealing aspects of Two Point Hospital is its extensive customization options. Players have a lot of freedom in how they build and layout their hospitals, including choosing the decor, furnishings, and equipment. Furthermore, players can train their staff to improve their skills, research new treatments and medications, and unlock new rooms
with unique features and upgrades. Related: Best Story-Driven Games Like Life is Strange Two Point Hospital requires a blend of management and creativity for success, making it an excellent choice for fans of The Sims, who excel at balancing both aspects. Players must manage their staff, finances, resources, and patient flow while still maintaining
a fun, welcoming, and efficient environment for their patients. Moreover, the game’s quirky humor and whimsical graphics add a charming and entertaining touch to the gameplay, making it enjoyable for players of all ages. Two Point Hospital offers a fantastic mix of customization, management, and creativity that will appeal to fans of The Sims. The
game provides a unique and engaging experience that allows players to design and manage their virtual hospitals to their liking, with endless customization options and plenty of challenges to overcome. The Sims has elements of home-building and interior decorating. Stardew Valley’s focus on farming and resource management creates a more
immersive and engaging experience for players who enjoy these aspects. Like The Sims, Stardew Valley also includes a social aspect where players can interact with NPCs and form relationships. These relationships can lead to special events and benefits, much like The Sims’ system of building friendships and romantic relationships. The game’s
open-ended gameplay and customization options allow players to create their ideal rural paradise. Players can design their farm, choose which crops to plant, and raise animals, all while managing their resources and expanding their farm. Stardew Valley offers a vast range of skills and abilities that players can develop over time. Much like The Sims
4, the player’s avatar will learn new skills as they progress, allowing them to take on new challenges and achieve greater success on their farm. The game’s pixelated art style and charming soundtrack add a cozy and relaxing ambiance that is perfect for unwinding after a long day. Moreover, the game’s charming and lighthearted tone makes it
appropriate for players of all ages. Stardew Valley offers an engaging and immersive life simulation experience that will appeal to fans of The Sims. Its focus on farming and resource management, combined with customizable avatars and social interactions, creates a unique and enjoyable gameplay experience. With its charming graphics, relaxing
atmosphere, and endless possibilities, Stardew Valley is an ideal game for those looking for a fun and engaging life simulation game. Terraria is a unique and engaging life simulation game that shares similarities with The Sims 4. In Terraria, players get to customize and craft their environment and shelter from scratch, much like in The Sims 4. The
gameplay is open-ended, allowing players to explore and create their unique worlds. One of the most appealing aspects of Terraria is its extensive customization and crafting options. Players can build and design their homes, craft weapons, tools, and armor, cultivate gardens, and even raise pets. The game allows players to create a unique and
personalized experience based on their preferences and play style. This extensive level of customization, especially in the player’s surroundings, makes it one of the best life sim games like The Sims. Terraria differs from The Sims 4 by placing a much greater emphasis on adventure and combat. The game offers extensive combat options, including
magic spells, melee weapons, and ranged weapons. Players must battle various enemies and bosses while exploring the game’s world, adding an exciting and challenging element to the gameplay. While Terraria’s 2D artwork is unlike The Sims 4, it is still just as charming and enjoyable. The game’s vibrant and colorful graphics, combined with its
enchanting soundtrack, create a delightful and immersive atmosphere that players will love. In conclusion, Terraria is a fantastic life simulation game that offers a unique and engaging experience for Sims fans who want more action and adventure. With its extensive customization and crafting options and emphasis on combat, Terraria creates a
thrilling and immersive gameplay experience. Its charming art style and enchanting soundtrack add to the game’s overall appeal, making it a must-try for fans of The Sims 4. Related: 4 Best Life Sim Games Like Progress Knight Second Life is an immersive life simulation game that offers players a unique and engaging experience similar to The Sims
4. In Second Life, players get to create and play as a virtual alter-ego in a vast online world, where they can live out their desired life. Like The Sims 4, Second Life allows players to create their avatars and customize their appearance, home, and surroundings. However, unlike The Sims 4, Second Life is more about living that life in real-time rather
than quickly living through many days. Players can explore the vast open-world environment, interact with other players, attend events, and even create their businesses. Second Life shares many similarities with The Sims 4, including the ability to customize your avatar and your surroundings. Additionally, both games offer players a chance to live
and explore virtual worlds, complete with social interactions and complex economies. The graphics in Second Life are relatively similar to those of The Sims 4, providing a visually appealing and immersive experience. This game is an exciting and immersive life simulation game that offers a unique experience for Sims fans who want to explore a
virtual world in real time. With its vast open-world environment, customization options, and social interactions, Second Life creates a thrilling and immersive gameplay experience. Its similarities to The Sims 4 make it an excellent choice for players who enjoy life simulation games and want to try something new and exciting. Animal Crossing is a
charming and engaging life simulation game that shares many similarities with life sim games like The Sims 4. In Animal Crossing, players get to create their own avatar and customize their surroundings, just like in The Sims. Like The Sims 4, Animal Crossing is an open-ended game with no definite goal or endpoint. Players can explore the game’s
world, interact with non-playable characters (NPCs), collect items and resources, and design and customize their homes and surroundings to their liking. Animal Crossing’s art style is cuter than The Sims 4, with its cartoonish characters and vibrant colors. However, both games share a similar positive and humorous vibe that adds to the enjoyable
gameplay experience. Animal Crossing offers many different ways to play the game and various ways to customize your surroundings. Players can choose from a wide range of clothing, furniture, and decorations to personalize their homes and surroundings. Furthermore, the game has various events and activities throughout the year, providing
players with endless opportunities to explore and engage with the game’s world. This is an excellent life simulation game that offers a unique and engaging experience for Sims fans. With its open-ended gameplay, cute art style, and extensive customization options, Animal Crossing creates an immersive and enjoyable gameplay experience. Its positive
and humorous vibes add to the game’s overall appeal, making it a must-try for fans of life sim games like The Sims 4. Also, Check Out: The Greatest and Cutest PC Games That You Can Play Today In conclusion, The Sims 4 has been a staple in the world of life simulation games for years. However, there are several other games that offer similar
experiences and gameplay styles that are worth exploring for fans of the series. The six games covered in this article each bring something unique to the table. From managing a colony on an alien planet to designing a dream home or running your own hospital, these games offer endless hours of fun and creative opportunities. While some of these
games may have a steeper learning curve than others, they all share the same immersive and engaging experience that makes life-sim games so enjoyable. Whether you prefer building, crafting, adventuring, or socializing, there is a game like The Sims on this list that will satisfy your needs. Overall, these games provide excellent alternatives to The
Sims 4, offering players new and exciting ways to explore virtual worlds and live out their digital dreams. For fans of life sim games like The Sims who want something different, you may also want to check out our list of the best time survival games like Vampire Survivors. It has many other great diversions worth checking out. by Fernando Diaz /
Articles, Lists, The Sims 4, Upcoming Games / 02 Oct 2024 The Sims is still king of life simulation games, but a host of newcomers thinks it’s time to duke it out in the arena. Since 2000, Will Wright's baby has given players limitless creativity as they navigate their Sims through daily life. It's about time we check out the new life simulation games
coming to us in the year 2025! Sims lovers here; looking for a little something different? The following 7 games, coming out in 2025, might just fit the bill! From making new friends to building your dream house, these games are filled with fun features that capture the freedom of The Sims with their own unique twist. You are going to want to
customize everything from your avatar to your abode! Some of these games, like InZoi, are so graphically impressive that even the latest version of The Sims 4 seems like something produced by a student—not to say, of course, that graphics are everything; it’'s about gameplay, too. We’ve thrown in some pixelated life simulations for good measure,
too, like To Pixelia. Let’s dive into these fun new life simulation games that will no doubt bring color to your days in 2025. You might just find your favorite game on this list. List of Games Check out these awesome games in the video above. (Click on the game titles to go to their Steam pages and learn more.) To Pixelia Vivaland inZOI Paralives Tiny
Glade The Ranchers Tiny Life If there are any more notable Sims-like games coming out in 2025 & beyond, let us know in the comments below... For house building games like The Sims it is hard to look past My Sunny Resort which offers a free to play browser based (online with no download) alternative for fans of The Sims franchise. Focusing the
player's attention on the management and growth of their own island resort you'll be given complete control over the finances, resort activities and most importantly designs of the individual guest rooms. From the basic decisions of choosing appropriate bedding, tables and accessories on your budget rooms to the glamorous and over the top
decorations used to attract high value clients to your resort through premium rooms every item placement and design is up to the player in a similar fashion to the acclaimed Sims. My Sunny Resort features nearly 1,000 furniture items and decorations for players to mix and match as they desire allowing for the creation of unique and stunning resort
rooms. All of these objects are slowly unlocked as you progress through the levels of My Sunny Resort and allow for the accumulation of Hotel Dollars from your visitors to reinvest back into grander resort designs. My Sunny Resort also features some basic need management for your guests based around having the correct buildings although not at
the depth offered by The Sims. Important to note is that like many free online games My Sunny Resort requires Flash in your browser to run or alternatively the Upjers Playground browser installed on your computer. [Read Review] 8.7 User Avg (69 votes) VISIT Lady Popular is all about fashion and avatar customisation making it an attractive
alternative for players that value the ability to dress up their own character. Available within your browser and on mobile devices Lady Popular also includes a city to explore with quests and your own place to house your fashion purchases making it ideal for the gamer looking for something similar to Sims Mobile or Sims FreePlay. The foundation of
Lady Popular is offered through the hundreds of clothing items that are slowly unlocked through gameplay and goes beyond most fashion-based titles with an impressive range of clothing items and accessories to create your ideal avatar. An exciting feature in particular is the colour palette which gives every item several variants which creates an
added layer of customisation from the thousands of other players. For additional structure and long term goals to strive towards Lady Popular bases the gameplay loop around the Fashion Arena where your popularity stats (which are driven by your clothing and other in game actions) are compared to a random player of your level with the victor
receiving a healthy bonus of cash to reinvest into extra fashion items. [Read Review] 8.6 User Avg (322 votes) VISIT For the creatively minded Sims fans IMVU offers a wealth of customisation for your virtual avatar and allows you to become a creator of such items through the VIP system in a similar vein to second life. If your ideal life simulation
game experience ends after customising your character and house then IMVU is a viable option given the games absolute focus on making your dream avatar and personalised space. In the IMVU Shop you’ll be able to select from tens of thousands of tops, bottoms and accessories to craft your avatar along with a similar expansive number of furniture
items to express your own style. Particularly attractive is the opportunity for shared rooms where you and an IMVU friend (or game marriage partner) can decorate the interior of your house together. Outside of customisation IMVU is primarily a chat-based experience where players can connect with others with shared interests to meet new people
and form lasting online friendships. [Read Review] 8.9 User Avg (217 votes) VISIT Despite a different game setting that focuses around the creation of movies with some light touches of business and tycoon management The Movies is another high-quality game to play if you like Sims. Based around the idea of building your own movie studio players
are invited to create their own scripts, build movie sets and manage the needs of their upcoming stars. The interface and general gameplay are reminiscent of the earlier Sims titles with players managing stats such as stress and boredom while also customising their studio. Careful management of both of these mechanics can add significant
production value to their movie and with diligent genre, script and costume selection can hopefully win a movie award. While the campaign mode of The Movies introduces these elements slowly and pairs it with a progression through the eras of film (impacting genre preferences and technology) a sandbox mode is also available for complete movie
freedom. [Read Review] 8.4 User Avg (88 votes) BUY With Adobe Flash ceasing to be supported in modern web browsers the number of games like Sims online (free, no download) has shrivelled in recent years leaving fans few options to enjoy a life simulation experience for free online. Unfortunately, City Girl Life suffers from the retirement of Flash
as well however the game does live on through the Facebook Gameroom which for a small download grants access to City Girl Life and other Facebook games. Despite being a Facebook game City Girl Life captures some of the fundamentals of The Sims franchise such as avatar customisation, apartment decoration and needs management. For
customisation players will be able to access hundreds of items to create their own style and upgrade their apartment from basic to fabulous by excelling in their artistic career path (7 total options). While juggling this career players must also balance their character needs of rest, hygiene, health, friendship and fun which are impacted by individual
actions that are taken within the game world and are designed to encourage players to get out of their apartment and enjoy the city life in New York City. [Read Review] 8.4 User Avg (522 votes) VISIT Offering one of the few free life simulation games Virtual Families 2: Our Dream House builds on the success of the franchise with a range of new
features and general expanded pool of items, events, collectibles and trophies. Just like the original and the other games from Last Day of Work your Virtual Families 2 game runs at a slower pace with a year spread across several game hours and designed to represent real-time gameplay. This design encourages players to check in regularly with
their virtual family rather than constantly playing as one would in The Sims. Within these check-in points players will respond to random events such as sickness, renovate their house, customise rooms, shop for items, upgrade their career and even adopt a virtual pet. Not limiting itself to a single-family generation Virtual Families 2 expects you to go
through this cycle several times as you care for one generation to the next. [Read Review] 8.4 User Avg (55 votes) GET GET For realistic real world lifestyle simulation few multiplayer games can compete with Second Life which offers a complete virtual world experience. Replicating the real world and encouraging user generated content Second Life
provides the infrastructure for a player driven economy tied to real money. With this unique setup Second Life has proven to be both a fun and profitable past time for a number of Second Life Residents Economy aside Second Life is ideal for The Sims fan who wants to recreate themselves in a virtual environment and pursue objectives or interact
with other players as it is one of the few multiplayer games like The Sims. With the multiplayer component Second Life offers content far beyond any single player game even beating The Sims vast catalogue of items and clothing thanks to its central feature of user created virtual content. Said content includes environments, avatar clothing and
scripts which are all traded on the virtual marketplace. For those that would rather be a consumer of content rather than a creator you’ll still find plenty of engaging experiences as you explore the hundreds of themed game locations. To unlock even more of this impressive lifestyle simulation experience Second Life does offer a premium monthly
membership for players looking to stand out from the crowd with additional in game funds. [Read Review] 8.3 User Avg (250 votes) VISIT Focusing on your journey up the social ladder and obtaining your dreams Life Quest 2 offers an experience similar to Kudos 2 (also featured on this list) with gameplay revolving around specific objectives that are
achieved through stat based milestones. Giving players 100 days to achieve the 12 life quests there is an emphasis on replay as players attempt different strategies and paths to reach this ultimate objective. This design gives Life Quest 2 a much shorter gameplay loop than other Sim alternatives and a great option for those that find their interest
quickly dies away after the first few hours of a new Sims playthrough. These objectives fall into broad categories such as popularity, leisure, finance, medicine, fitness, athletics, academics, relationship, practicality, startup, toys and law with each having their 3 step quest lines to accomplish in order to fully achieve that life quest. Tasks range from
the simple like spending a day at the park for leisure to obtaining a job as hedge fund manager that requires a wealth of prerequisites to be met. Accordingly, players have to optimise their time, travel the game’s virtual city and complete tasks to improve their character statistics to open the necessary doors for life quest completion. [Read Review]
8.2 User Avg (17 votes) BUY BUY For the life simulation game fan that prefers to crunch numbers and optimise their character stats Kudos 2 offers this gameplay loop as players guide their customised character through 10 years of their virtual life (age 20 to 30). Taking these years one day at a time Kudos 2 gives you a limited amount of time each
day to complete tasks, work, eat, shop and ultimately increase the near two dozen character statistics. With this focus on limited time players will have to consider their specific goals within each playthrough and optimise the appropriate stats for that goal. Be it the dream career, relationship or simply the best life possible Kudos 2 allows players to
chase all of these objectives within its sandbox framework. While not as interactive as The Sims franchise Kudos 2 excels at stat optimisation and the difficult choices that we all experience day to day as we aim to maximise our time, relationships and money. [Read Review] 8.1 User Avg (22 votes) VISIT The Virtual Families series and other titles from
Last Day of Work separate themselves from the life simulation genre by employing real time mechanics which means that Virtual Families moves at a slower pace, allowing for methodical decision making and a more realistic presentation of life. These decisions put before the player revolve around your adopted virtual family such as career, house
decoration and day to day family life. A key element of Virtual Families is the randomly generated combinations of family members that players adopt and come with their own associated personalities. With a focus on the multi-generational families through the family tree mechanic players can reflect back on up to 30 generations. This is not the only
dynamic system at the heart of the Virtual Families either with weather, puzzles and sickness mechanics that make the experience a reactive title where players respond to events that happen to their virtual family. Given the original Virtual Families accessibility on iOS and Android devices it’s a fantastic option for those seeking games like the Sims
Mobile in particular with the aforementioned real time elements suiting the mobile environment as you check in on your virtual family throughout the day from anywhere. [Read Review] 8.1 User Avg (41 votes) BUY BUY BUY For games similar to Sims 4 but with more structure and storyline Desperate Housewives: The Game offers a story focused life
simulation adventure with close ties to the early seasons of the popular television series of the same name. Fan of the comedy drama show or not Desperate Housewives: The Game features a similar user interface and general gameplay of the popular Sims franchise albeit with a more defined path of progression with 4 possible endings which make it
ideal for the fan of the genre that is running out of creativity in the sandbox heavy environments of similar games. Other core gameplay elements with Desperate Housewives: The Game include the likes of house design and interior decoration alongside managing character needs (appearance, social, composure and happiness) and relationships with



other non-player characters. Underneath this Sim like gameplay is also mystery solving which requires players to visit key locations, uncover clues and question characters across the 12 episodic storyline. [Read Review] 8.1 User Avg (57 votes) BUY Released around the same time as The Sims 2 Singles Flirt Up Your Life takes clear inspiration from
The Sims franchise and targets the sub-group of fans that spend the bulk of their time dedicated to relationship management, dating and romance. Limiting you to a single house of roommates Singles Flirt Up Your Life features similar room customisation, needs management and romance options as the various instalments in the Sims series. What
sets Singles Flirt Up Your Life apart though is that the relationship between the two roommates that you select is your ultimately your sole focus. With a preset number of characters with their own traits and backgrounds it’s the matching of personalities that creates alternative and interesting gameplay for Singles Flirt Up Your Life. While selecting
similar characters is definitely possible the real enjoyment of the game comes from selecting opposing personalities and attempting to make them work amongst balancing career and day to day tasks. [Read Review] 7.5 User Avg (63 votes) BUY Like other games on this page Ciao Bella opts for a stat and story focused life simulation and management
game. Its simple design makes it particularly attractive for those that want a more casual offering in the genre or aren’t able to achieve the higher system requirements that current day games demand. Following the story of Elena, Ciao Bella challenges players to guide her through the hectic requirements of day to day living across family, work and
health. A central theme to the 13 chapter driven story is her relationship with Elio and the potential for a marriage proposal amongst a backdrop of family drama which requires players to travel around the city to resolve. Other activities include going out to eat, hitting the gym, working or relaxing at home which all require balance and have their
own trade-offs. [Read Review] 7.1 User Avg (28 votes) BUY Sansar is a newer entrant in the life simulation genre and comes from the same creators (Linden Labs) that brought you Second Life. While similar in overall design to the experience offered by Second Life Sansar builds on the fundamentals with a fresh visual look and the inclusion of VR as
it continues to grow in popularity. Sansar is also one of the limited number of Steam games like Sims for gamers who prefer to house all their games within their Steam library. For the Sims fan the attraction to Sansar is similar to that of Second Life with players who want to go from creating houses to creating entire worlds using self-created objects
or those found within the Sansar store. In particular Sansar has established itself as home for fanatics of popular culture to recreate scenes from their favourite films and novels with entire worlds dedicated to Star Trek, Star Wars and other culture that has been meticulously created. This is paired with arguably one of the best avatar customisation
systems of any life simulation title to recreate yourself or something entirely new in the Sansar universe which is used to play games, explore worlds and meet new people. [Read Review] 6.7 User Avg (5 votes) VISIT Avakin Life offers a game like Sims for Android (and iOS) with vast avatar customisation and house building alongside social oriented
gameplay. This mobile game has attracted an audience of millions with its high-quality graphics which is able to bring your avatar and dream home creations to life within the palm of your hand. A vast range of home and clothing styles makes Avakin Life comparable to The Sims franchise in terms of raw item numbers especially when the regular
updates are considered. The free price tag also makes Avakin Life an affordable virtual simulation pick and means you don’t have to fork out extra money for the latest expansion content pack like you do in The Sims. As a social focused chat game though Avakin Life does lack life simulation and management elements, instead replacing it with social
and community features where you’ll meet and interact with other players and take part in fashion challenges. [Read Review] 6.5 User Avg (60 votes) GET GET RELATED PAGES: Games Like Avakin Life, Games Like Covet Fashion, Games Like Gaia Online, Games Like GirlSense, Games Like Habbo Hotel, Games Like Kim Kardashian Hollywood,
Games Like Lady Popular, Games Like Line Play, Games Like Meez, Games Like Movie Star Planet, Games Like OurWorld, Games Like Second Life, Games Like SmallWorlds, Games Like Smeet, Games Like Star Girl , Games Like Stardom, Games Like The Sims, Games Like TinierMe, Games Like WeeWorld, Games Like Woozworld, Games Like
Zwinky, Games Like Game Dev Tycoon, Games Like Prison Architect, Games Like Roller Coaster Tycoon, Games Like Theme Hospital, Games Like Virtual Families, Games Like Alter Ego, Games Like Village Life, Games Like Virtual Villagers, Games Like ArcheAge, Games Like EVE Online, Games Like GMod, Games Like IMVU, Games Like Ultima
Online, Games Like Wurm Online, Games Like My Candy Love Show More By Phil Owen on April 24, 2025 at 12:11PM PDT GameSpot may receive revenue from affiliate and advertising partnerships for sharing this content and from purchases through links. The Sims franchise has had a monopolistic grip on the life sim genre for 25 years, and EA
seems determined to keep it that way by turning The Sims 4 into a true forever game. We're in the 11th year of The Sims 4 now, and there's no end to its cycle of expansions and other DLC packs anywhere in sight. So it certainly seems as though The Sims 4 could theoretically be the only game you ever need. But where's the fun in that?One of the
downsides of The Sims 4 being more than a decade old is that it's built on a foundation that isn't exactly modern--the Sims 4 launched before the PlayStation 4 and Xbox One did. That dated foundation puts some limits on what EA can do with it, and it also means you could seriously use a change of pace every once in a while. Ten years is a long time
to play one game, even one that's refreshed this often.Fortunately, there are plenty of games out there that can scratch that same Sims itch even while being something that's pretty different--or, in one particular new case, by being very similar but trying lots of new stuff. Let's dive in. Or if you'd prefer to stick with what you already know, check out
our recommendations for the best Sims 4 mods.Developer: InZoi StudioRelease Date: March 27, 2025 in early accessPlatforms: PCGenre: Life simThe Sims has had such an intense chokehold on the life sim genre that there has never really been any direct competition, but that streak ended with the early-access release of InZoi--which has positioned
itself as a much more modern take on the genre with deep customization [link], more realistic graphics, and a simulation that is simultaneously more granular and larger in scale. Right now, however, InZoi is still very much a game that was just released in early access, and so it's a fairly hollow experience compared with The Sims 4. Even so, InZoi
already does a lot of things you can't do at all in The Sims 4, and that more than makes it worth checking out.Developer: Colossal OrderRelease Date: March 10, 2015/October 24, 2023Platforms: PC, PS4, PS5, Xbox One, Xbos Series X|S, Switch for CS1. PC only for CS2Genre: City builderDespite being the heir to Sim City’s city-building throne, there's
a certain portion of folks who who look down on the Cities: Skylines games as being more of a "city painter" than a true building game, but I've never understood why that's such a bad thing. If [ want to micro-manage all the granular details of how my town works, I'll play Dwarf Fortress or Workers & Resources: Soviet Republic. If I just want to chill
out and build a huge and sprawling city with a huge public transportation network, I'll go with one of the Cities: Skylines games. It's that relaxed nature that makes this franchise scratch that Sims itch--it's hard to fail at Cities: Skylines, and as with The Sims, life usually goes on even when things do go badly. In a sense, Cities: Skylines is The Sims on
a larger scale, a city-sized version of a dollhouse.Disclosure: Fanatical and GameSpot are both owned by Fandom.Developer: NintendoRelease Date: March 20, 2020Platforms: SwitchGenre: Social simlt's not the most sophisticated experience, but that's the point. The Animal Crossing franchise is a low-key homeowner experience, in which you've
gotta do whatever sort of odd activities--like fishing, collecting various flora and fauna, and doing tasks for your neighbors--in order to pay your mortgage and expand the size of your house so you can decorate it with all the cool stuff you've collected in order to impress your neighbors and anyone who might visit you. So, yeah, Nintendo's little life sim
about anthropomorphized animals is like The Sims, but there's a bit of crafting involved, and you will never die from laughing too hard. If you find it's to your liking, we also have picks for more games like Animal Crossing.Developer: ConcernedApeRelease Date: February 26, 2016Platforms: PCGenre: Life simIn Stardew Valley, you'll take over an old,
dilapidated farm and turn it into a fresh and thriving one. It's a simple premise, but after eight years of steady updates from the single developer who makes it, Stardew Valley is an incredibly robust open-world experience that's grown so much over the years. You can make friends and start a family. You can explore a mysterious cave that goes on
forever and is full of valuable items. You can grind up your skills so that you're more effective at farming or fighting off baddies. And, most importantly, you can do basically anything else you can think of that would make sense in this context--like fishing, cooking, building, and more. If you dig it, you can also expand your experience with a wide array
of Stardew Valley mods.Developer: Paradox Development StudioRelease Date: February 14, 2012/September 1, 2020Platforms: PC, Mac, Linux for both; PS5 and Xbox Series X|S for CS3Genre: Grand strategy and role-playinglf you love The Sims but sometimes feel as though it doesn't have enough religious scandals, succession crises, or murder,
then Crusader Kings may just hit the spot. This grand-strategy franchise is different from most in that you're not controlling a nation, but rather the individual in charge of it--you've gotta keep the people of your realm happy, keep foreign foes at bay, and try not to get murdered by your family members who think they should be in charge instead of
you. And, yeah, there's plenty of WooHooing going on here as well--but if you sleep with the wrong guy's wife in Crusader Kings, you might find yourself buried alive or tossed in an oubliette (best not to Google that one unless you enjoy nightmares). While the first two games are famously inscrutable, Crusader Kings 3 is pretty well streamlined and
approachable by comparison.Developer: MaxisRelease Date: September 4, 2008Platforms: PC, MacGenre: Life sim, strategyThe Sims 4 has been around for a long time, and a lot of folks have had the same game running for years--I've had a vampire dynasty going for a few years myself, and it's really cool that I have this whole little universe with a
robust history that I've witnessed from the beginning. But the world doesn't really change much over time--it's just the people who are different from one era to the next. But Maxis, the studio that created The Sims, has a game that will give you more of a longitudinal perspective on civilization: Spore. In Spore, you begin as a primordial, single-cell
organism and grow from there into land animals, then intelligent beings who create a society, and eventually you'll take over your home planet and head into outer space--instead of living through the life of a person, you're living through the life of an entire species.Developer: Frontier DevelopmentsRelease Date: November 5, 2019Platforms: PC, PS5,
Xbox Series X|SGenre: Management simPets in The Sims are great, and I bet it'd be pretty fun to have an all-pets world. That's not really an option in The Sims 4 even with mods, but fortunately we've got Planet Zoo to keep us occupied. Planet Zoo is exactly what the name implies: a zoo builder. But what makes it of particular interest to us, beyond
our enjoyment of building stuff, is its emphasis on caring for the animals and meeting their needs--it really does have the feel of a The Sims: Animal Edition in that way. And it's got that same relaxed vibe that makes The Sims work so well. Planet Zoo is a treasure in its own right, but it certainly scratches a lot of itches for simmers.Developer: Humble
ReedsRelease Date: June 8, 2024Platforms: PC, Switch, Xbox Series X|SGenre: Casual management simIf zoos make you feel weird, Kamaeru: A Frog Refuge is a palatable alternative that more or less hits the same sweet spot for simmers. This indie delight has you play as a pair of conservationists who are trying to turn some local wetlands into a
preserve for frogs--basically, you're building a little town for them, with little frog houses and frog chairs and stuff. Very adorable, very unstressful, and the chillest game on this list.Developer: Bethesda Game StudiosRelease Date: November 10, 2015Platforms: PC, Xbox One, Xbox Series X|S, PS4, and PS5Genre: Open-world RPGWhile Fallout 4 is
mostly just a story-based open-world RPG, there's one particular aspect of the game that proved surprisingly compelling for me: setting up little villages all over the wasteland. And with mods (including on the console versions), you can remove most of the limits on building--restrictions on the amount of stuff that can go into a single settlement, or on
where you can build a new town, can be removed easily, and let you turn the Commonwealth into a whole new Sims world that you can manage. Hilariously, you only have to play a new game for about 15 minutes before somebody tries to recruit you to run a settlement--so you don’t have to deal with the story too much if you don’t want to.Developer:
Gameloft MontrealRelease Date: December 5, 2023Platforms: PC, PS4, PS5, Xbox One, Xbox Series X|S, Switch, all Apple devicesGenre: Action-adventure, life simThere are two main types of gameplay in Disney Dreamlight Valley--there's the adventuring side of things, where you explore the world and find cool stuff and meet famous Disney
characters. And then there's the part where you take control of the titular valley and rebuild it into a thriving little town for both yourself and your Disney pals to live in. You can build and decorate the town and the houses within however you like, but instead of having normal human neighbors, you'll be rubbing elbows with folks like Buzz Lightyear
and Moana. If you think this sounds like it could have been called Disney Stardew Valley, you'd be right, but there ain't nothing wrong with that.Developer: Live Motion GamesRelease Date: June 9, 2022Platforms: PCGenre: Construction simIf you enjoy building houses in The Sims but want to take your home-building experience to a whole new level,
Builder Simulator may be the game for you. Unlike The Sims, where building a wall involves a couple clicks of the mouse, Builder Simulator puts you in a first-person perspective and makes you build the house by hand--pouring cement, putting down individual bricks and tiles, and painting every wall stroke by stroke. If you aren't a construction
worker by trade, Builder Simulator will probably give you a new appreciation for all the nonsense that goes into it.Developer: Microbird GamesRelease Date: July 18, 2024Platforms: PC, Xbox Series X|SGenre: Action/adventure, role-playingAt a glance, Dungeons of Hinterberg is exactly what the name implies: a dungeon crawler. Indeed, by day you'll
explore the oddly stylish world and delve into a wide variety of strange dungeons in search of treasure and fortune. But at night you'll return to Hinterberg, where the game turns into a bit of a social sim--it's structured like a Persona game, more or less. The relationships you form in Hinterberg will be crucial to your success, both because it's good to
have friends and also because you can learn a lot from your fellow adventurers--to find every secret that this game holds, you'll need to get popular.Developer: CandyWriterRelease Date: September 29, 2018Platforms: Browser, iOS, AndroidGenre: Life simThis text-based indie and its sequel are very simple: You're presented with a player character at
birth, and you decide what they do as they get older and eventually die. For every year of the character's life, you'll be given a decision prompt and the ability to do lots of stuff like dating, going to school, getting a job, gambling away all your money, and so on. The interface is low-key--you pick an action and the game tells you what the immediate
result is, and sometimes there will be further consequences later. It's like a Sims Lite, in a sense, since you get to experience a whole lifespan in a much shorter time than it takes for a sim to die of old age. And the best part? The Bitlife games are both free and playable in any web browser and on mobile. For all those who wanted more freedom in The
Sims games, The Sims 3 is their dream come true. The game offers more playability and more freedom as compared to its predecessors. While playing the game, it literally feels like the series has grown up to provide more entertainment and possibilities to the players. For example, the Sims in the game are no longer bound to the dollhouse
mechanics. They now have Personalities, Life Goals, Body types and Hairstyles, and they can now move more freely in the game world, thanks to the revamped game mechanics. Furthermore, The Sims 3 allows the players to customize the environments with ease and enjoy going through millions of new ways to create the world of their dreams. There
are loads of new features added in the game such as New and Unique Skills, more new Careers, New worlds to explore, the fantastic Build and Buy modes and the freedom to create whole new worlds, etc. The Sims 3 offers a huge bunch of Expansion Packs as well that provide with additional game features such as new Quests, Careers, Locations,
Social Interaction, New Skills, etc. The Expansion Packs include World Adventures, Ambitions, Late Night, Showtime, Pets, Generations, University Life, Supernatural, Seasons, Into the Future and Island Paradise. Each and every Expansion pack offers loads of new and exciting things and enhances the player’s fantastic experience with the game. The
Sims 3 provides various Stuff packs and Editions as well to add up more spice to the Gameplay. In general, The Sims 3 is the most amazing Life-Simulation and Social networking platform for all the players around the world. Do try it out if you have played The Sims 1 and 2, you will definitely feel the difference. (Image credit: Maxis, Electronic Arts)
For the past 25 years, any list of games like The Sims has been mostly wishful thinking. There hasn't been anything truly like The Sims series—until now. In 2025 we're finally getting some true Sims competition that mimics the full suite of character creation, Build Mode, and Live Mode simulation that the series has dominated for decades.There are
now two games like The Sims in early access that you can play right now with at least one more scheduled to launch in 2025. I'll lay out which games you can expect to play and when and a few bonus options for games that aren't exactly like The Sims but do capture at least part of that experience while we wait for more to launch.Games like The
Sims(Image credit: Krafton)InzoiRelease date: 2025 (early access) | Developer: Inzoi Studio | Steam Related Articles The first genuine competition to The Sims series has finally launched and Krafton's life sim is just as pretty as I expected. The character creator is gorgeous and the build mode, after I got used to it, is incredibly pretty too. Inzoi came
out the gate with some features that have long been pain points for Sim fans: decent wedding ceremonies, pregnancy gameplay, and an open world with drivable cars.At the beginning of early access, Inzoi did feel a little empty, in my opinion. It's clearly a good foundation on which Inzoi Studio has a lot of plans to build, according to the Inzoi
roadmap. My biggest concern for Inzoi right now is that it may continue prioritizing development of its various Al tools instead of creating custom swatches and patterns for us to play with.(Image credit: Ellpeck Games)Tiny LifeRelease date: 2023 (Early access) | Developer: Ellpeck Games | SteamTiny Life is still in early access with a small
development team but it already meets so many parts of the quintessential Sims experience. You can build homes and community lots, create families with silly traits and goals, and manage their unpredictable life journeys in an open world with multiple neighborhoods.The pixelated art style won't be to everyone's taste but I already had a surprisingly
good time digging into Tiny Life's early access version. It makes keeping an eye on traits and relationships pretty easy so I always felt like I was able to appreciate its funny moments of simulated weirdness. The open world is also great, bringing a bit of old Sims 3 nostalgia for those that miss it.Keep up to date with the most important stories and the
best deals, as picked by the PC Gamer team.(Image credit: Electronic Arts)The Sims 3Release date: 2009 | Developer: Maxis | SteamSince there are still very few true options for games like The Sims to play I am going ahead and recommending The Sims 3. I've been returning to it myself in the past year and honestly having a blast. Visually, The Sims
3 may have aged like milk—though I do have a soft spot for the crunchy old homes if not the characters—but the way it forces you to play is still great.Unlike The Sims 4, which always asks for permission before sending your Live Mode story spiralling in a new direction, The Sims 3 very deliberately throws speedbumps at you. I really enjoy being
forced to react to burglars, unlikely romantic attraction, and other chaos. It's a matter of taste definitely, but if you're someone constantly feeling bored of The Sims 4 and not sure what you want to do in game next, The Sims 3 is my answer.Games kind of like The SimsWhile we wait for more Sims-like to launch, I'll also recommend some games that
capture the same vibe as just part of The Sims experience. And I promise not to pretend that Stardew Valley is like The Sims just because it's a life sim—it isn't.Upcoming games like The Sims(Image credit: Paralives Team)ParalivesRelease date: 2025 (early access) | Developer: Alex Massé & Paralives Studio | SteamParalives has been in the works for
a long time from a small team and finally plans to reach early access in 2025. It leans even harder into stylized visuals than The Sims 4 does, with characters that almost look painted. The big appeal of Paralives for me is its very adaptable build system that lets you do things like resize windows (imagine that), turn objects like tables and lamps into
different size variants easily, and grid-free wall construction. On the simulation side Paralives looks like it's definitely going to lean into developing a character over time by growing skills, changing jobs, and more.



