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Learning about traffic signs and symbols is just one of the many conditions imposed by the Land Transportation Office (LTO) before issuing a driver’s license. Not only does it help you pass the LTO exams, but it also helps keep you and others safe on the roads. After all, while accidents do happen, knowing your way on the road and understanding the
traffic signs can help you avoid causing one. While it’s not possible to determine whether the people who didn’t follow the road signs and traffic rules don’t know them, we know that being on the road automatically makes you responsible for other people’s lives. As such, we made this guide to the most common road traffic signs and symbols so you
can refresh your knowledge or simply learn more about them. Road traffic signs and symbols are visual markers that were designed to guide drivers and pedestrians toward their destination. These were meant to keep them safe while they’re on the move on public roads. They usually provide either a direction, a warning, or an instruction that both
drivers and pedestrians must follow. Some road signs are usually found at the side of the street, though some can also be found above the roads or on the roads, pavements, and bridges. The traffic signs in the Philippines were designed to be simple, striking, and easy to understand. It is why it is usually written in large letters or shown as pictures or
symbols. In some cases, they are even translated into Filipino or the place’s local dialect, so they would be easier for locals to understand. In any case, these signs were designed such that no one will misinterpret what they mean. The official typeface for signs in the Philippines looks like Clearview. The designs, on the other hand, are standardized,
but are known to reflect some influences from America, Australia, and the Vienna Convention. They are regulated by the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) to ensure that the signs and symbols don’t change, regardless of location. The assortment of road traffic signs and symbols in the Philippines are important to both drivers and
pedestrian for the following reasons: Safety Warning for potential dangers of congested and accident-prone areas. Efficient explanation of the rules of road usage to facilitate better and safer traffic flows. For the motorists, the traffic signs can also be cues for mindful driving. Drivers and pedestrians can also refer to these signs to find areas that are
safe for walking, driving, turning, and crossing. Satisfies a requirement for driver’s license application. Learning the road signs is a section of the LTO written exam which happens to be one of the primary requirements for getting a driver’s license. In the Philippines, there is an assortment of road and traffic signs and symbols in the Philippines, and
LTO encourages drivers to learn them by heart to stay safe on the road. These traffic signs are divided into eight different categories, including: As the name suggests, regulatory signs provide information on traffic laws in the Philippines. These signs direct and help manage the flow of traffic and inform motorists and road users of traffic laws and
regulations. It also refers to the commonly known signs that motorists are obliged to follow because if they are disregarded, they will constitute an offense, which could lead to imposition of penalties and sanctions. There are six different types of regulatory traffic signs and they are as follows: Stop Sign This sign requires the driver to stop at a
designated stop line. They are also not allowed to park within 6 meters of the stop line. Give Way Sign With this sign, drivers are expected to yield to the vehicles on the right side of the intersection. Left Turner Must Give Way When turning left at intersections, you can only have the right of way if you use your turn signal at least 30 meters before
reaching the intersection. If there are cars arriving or already too close to the intersection, yield, give allowance, or make a full stop and let them pass. As the name implies, the direction signs are traffic signs indicative of the only direction(s) that the motorist is obliged to follow. These signs usually come in white arrows over a blue circle placed in a
rectangle with a label. All traffic must turn right All traffic must turn left Right lane must turn right The prohibited or restrictive signs indicate the direction(s) in which the motorist or pedestrian is obliged to follow. These signs tell drivers what is not allowed to enter on certain roads and can be easily identified by the slash symbol it bears. No entry
for all vehicles No entry for vehicles with trailer No entry for animal-drawn vehicles No pedestrian crossing Pedestrians are not allowed to cross the road. Use Overpass Pedestrians must use an overpass. Use Ped Xing Pedestrians must use a pedestrian crossing. No Right Turn Vehicles are not allowed to turn right. No Left Turn Vehicles are not
allowed to turn left. No U-Turn Vehicles are not allowed to make a U-turn. The signs included in this set basically tells drivers the minimum or maximum speed limit allowed in or out of a particular stretch of road. Maximum speed restriction End of maximum speed restriction Speed limit derestriction Minimum speed restriction These signs indicate
whether you can stop a vehicle with or without a driver, whether to park, load, or unload passengers, for at least three minutes outside of congested traffic. Allowable parking and loading zone at a given time and place Loading zone, xx:xx AM - xx:xx PM 2P Time restricted parking Loading and unloading zone Bawal maghintay ano mang oras (No
waiting anytime) No loading and unloading anytime Bawal magsakay at magbaba (No loading and unloading) Do not block intersection No Parking: Bawal Pumarada No Parking: Tow-away Zone Parked vehicle will be towed. No Parking Anytime from Monday-Friday Right Turner Cross at Broken Lines Vehicles from the left lane may cross the broken
line to turn right within the BUS/PU]J zone. No parking allowed in the following zones: No parking, public utility bus stop (Bus Stop Zone) No parking, public utility jeepney stop (PUJ Stop Zone) Other signs belonging to this category include: Load and Dimension Restriction Signs No entry for vehicles with more than 2 meters of width No entry for
vehicles with 3.5 meters in height No entry for vehicles with more than 10 meters in length No entry for vehicles with gross vehicle mass of more than 5 tons No entry for vehicles with gross axle load of more 2 tons Use Seat Belt sign This sign is being used pursuant to R.A. 8750, the Seat Belt Law. Be aware of pedestrian crossing Be aware of school
children crossing Be aware of Persons with Disabilities (PWD) crossing The LTO traffic signs under this category were designed to warn motorists and pedestrians about the hazards on the road or sidewalk. They may tell motorists that there’s an incoming road layout, hazards, or humps ahead or that the area they’re traversing is prone to flooding
and landslides. Warning signs are usually designed with an upward triangle outlined in red or filled with other shapes in yellow and green colors. They are intended to serve as a precaution and a reminder to be mindful of their surroundings for safety purposes. This type of road signs come with several subtypes, including: These signs are used to
indicate the type of road curve ahead of the motorist. They were designed to appear in white, red-bordered triangles that have black symbols depicting the type of curve or turn. These signs are usually seen when one approaches an intersection, junction, or rotunda. Staggered intersection (right) Staggered intersection (left) Skewed intersection
(right) Skewed intersection (left) Half Y-Junction behind (right) Half Y-Junction behind (left) Side road junction ahead (right) Side road junction ahead (left) Approach to intersection side road (right) Approach to intersection side road (left) Approach to Intersection merging traffic (right) Approach to Intersection merging traffic (left) These signs are
similar to the last sub-category, and are usually found when one approaches an intersection or junction. Traffic Lights Ahead Driver must not park or stop within six (6) meters of this sign as it reduces visibility for other drivers. These signs help inform drivers of a sudden change of road width either narrowing or widening of carriage ways. End of
divided traffic 2-way road ahead These are signs that warn drivers of the possible dangers or items that might slow them down, including animals crossing, airplanes, landslides, and floods. Slippery road (Mag-ingat madulas ang kalsada) These signs come in different shapes but are usually yellow in color. It signifies the need to slow down as children,
PWDs, and bikers are common in the area. There might also be a few pedestrian lanes. Slow down, pedestrian crossing ahead Pedestrian Crossing Ahead Be aware and stop for children crossing ahead Be aware and stop for Persons with Disabilities ahead Advice to pedestrian to cross at designated areas Be aware and slowdown on bike lane ahead
Railroad crossing vehicles must stop or give the right of way Railroad crossing advance warning (signaled) Railroad crossing advance warning (unsignaled) Alternative railway crossing position in an area that can be easily seen Indicates the distance from the hazard When wet (usually combined with the Slippery Road warning sign) Maximum height
of a vehicle must be 4.8 to 5.5 meters Maximum height of a vehicle must be 4.8 meters or less Slow down, accident-prone area Bumagal madalas ang aksidente dito These signs point or indicate what destination lies ahead or lies after a particular turn or exit, including milestones, signs, and distance markers that tells you where you are, where
certain facilities are, where important points of interests are, and how far the next town or city are from your current location. These signs are usually rectangular in shape and come in green and blue colors. These signs are usually found in national highways as they indicate which direction you should take if you are heading to a certain province.
Stack direction sign (multiple destinations) Stack direction sign (single destinations) Stack direction sign (with road/street name) Diagrammatic direction sign Diagrammatic direction sign (for roundabout/rotunda junction) These signs are present at least one kilometer before you approach an intersection that you should take when going to a certain
province. Intersection direction sign (right-facing) Intersection direction sign (left-facing) Intersection direction sign (left and right-facing) Intersection direction sign with route number and road name These are signs that provide you with a guide on how many meters or kilometers you are away from a certain province or city exit. Reassurance
direction sign Reassurance direction sign with route number and road name These signs are more specific than the first two as they point you to where you should go in order to find a tourist spot, town, or landmark. These signs indicate which street you are in or about to enter or exit. These signs indicate the town you are in or about to enter or exit
as well as certain geographical features. Local government unit boundary These signs are designed to indicate which service facility like hospitals and restaurants in the area and usually come in blue with white symbols. Service sign (with name of service, symbols, and distance) Service sign (advance sign with name of service) These are neutral
white, round-shaped signs with black numbers or arrows that identify the arterial road as well as give directions how far the arterial road is. Expressway signs are neutral white or green-colored signs that indicate the location of certain services like the closest service station or rest stop that lie ahead in a certain direction or exit. It also tells motorists
to slow down or go the other direction. Some signs also give information that directs drivers to appropriate lanes or exits while some expressway signs indicate the start and the end of the expressway. Some special signs, on the other hand, may give drivers valuable reminders such as checking their brakes and reducing their speed. These signs are
typically installed in advance or at the nearest intersection or interchange leading to the expressway. Toll charges This sign informs motorists of the amount of toll charges required to pay at the toll plaza. Prohibited on expressway These signs offers advance information that prohibits traveling on expressways. Lane direction signs These signs guide
motorists into the correct lanes leading to an intersection or an interchange. These are signs placed in advance of an exit toll. Exit advance sign (with distance) Exit advance sign (with distance and “Right Lane”) Supplementary exit advance sign (“Next Exit”) Expressway exit signs are signs posted overhead before the exit ramp of an interchange for
directions. Exit direction sign (placed overhead in advance of the exit ramp) Exit direction sign (for numbered exits) These are signage pointing to services offered on or off expressways like rest areas and other services. Distance and Direction to Rest Areas Distance and Direction to Various Expressway Services These signs indicate the start and the
end of the expressway. These are special signs normally seen exclusively on expressways, usually about 200 meters away from toll exits. The signs under this category complement the regulatory signs and support the implementation of traffic rules by giving specific instructions for motorists and pedestrians to follow. Low clearance ahead, high
vehicles detour No right turn on red signal Slow vehicles use right lane Mabagal na sasakyan mamalagi sa kanan Trak at bus mamalagi sa kanan maliban kung lulusot. Trucks and buses keep right unless overtaking. These signs are pretty self explanatory and is used to indicate a directional change or the presence of an obstruction ahead. From the
name itself, it helps motorists avoid getting getting an LTO violation or getting into an accident by pointing them in the direction that the roadbend is going. Typically found on the side of provincial roads, along meandering, rural highways and consist of a sequence of red arrows (or chevron signs) which signal the driver to follow the direction of the
arrow, as the road ahead bends. In the Philippines, there are different kinds of hazard markers, including: One-way hazard markers Indicate the direction to be followed at the end of the road. Obstruction markers Indicates road closure ahead. Two-way hazard markers Warning that the road ahead is about to change direction. Two-way hazard
markers Usually used on two-way traffic obstructions or accompany a pass either side sign. Width markers (left) Narrowing vehicle width clearance usually used on approaches of narrow bridges or mounted below a keep left sign on traffic islands where the road narrows Width markers (right) Narrowing vehicle width clearance usually used on
approaches of narrow bridges or mounted below a keep right sign on traffic islands where the road narrows Self explanatory in its imagery, road works signs are typically found in places where there is ongoing road work and is typically seen in places where traffic is piling up ahead. Regardless, road work signs warn users and motorists to slow down
or to merge in the other direction because there is ongoing construction or excavation. These signs also offer warning against local hazards like deep holes or falling debris, prompting drivers to slow down or change their route. Unlike the other traffic signs and symbols, pavement markings usually appear as lines, symbols, messages or numerals set
into the surface of, applied upon, or attached to the pavement itself. Most of the time, pavement markings are used to supplement traffic control devices, traffic signals, and road signs in guiding traffic or by giving advance warnings. Center Line (Or Separation Line) These marks indicate that crossing solid white lines requires special care and is
discouraged. Lane Line (Broken white center line or lane divider) This mark mean that drivers can change lanes provided that it is safe to do so and will not result in obstruction. Barrier Line Double Solid Yellow Lines When you see this markings, it means you should never cross to pass another vehicle unless permitted. It is usually found around
blind curves. Broken Yellow Line This mark means passing is allowed. Single Solid Yellow Line This pavement mark means overtaking is prohibited in both directions. Broken And Solid Yellow Lines (Mixed center line) When you see this mark, it means overtaking is permitted on the side of the broken line but not on the side of the solid line. Solid
Yellow Lane On Left of Traffic Direction This mark means that a driver must not stop at the side of a road marked with a continuous yellow edge line. Continuity Line When you see continuity line on the left side, it means the lane is ending or exiting and that you, as the driver, must change lanes if you want to continue in the current direction.
Continuity lines on the right side means that the lane will continue unaffected. Transition Lines These markings are either used to guide the traffic safely past obstructions on roadways such as islands, median strips, bridge piers or to indicate changes in the width of the traveled portion of the roadway and an increase or reduction in traffic lanes. Stop
Lines Stop lines signify that vehicles are required to stop before the white line. Give Way or Holding Lines These lines mean that drivers must give way to all traffic according to the standard sign. Pedestrian Intersection Non-signalized Pedestrian Intersection Signalized Roundabout Holding Lines When you see these markings, it means that the
vehicle within the rotunda have the right-of-way over vehicles which are just about to enter. Parking Bay The marks mean that the designated space can be used to as parking space. Loading and Unloading Bay Lane Line Characterized by unbroken white lines, this mark signifies the proper location of loading and unloading zones of public utility
vehicles preferably with parking restrictions. Do Not Block Intersection lines This pavement marks consist of a yellow box within the intersection and yellow diagonal lines forming an “X” inside the box. It means that the box should be left open to avoid obstructing other vehicles. Turn Line This line is used to guide vehicles turning at intersections.
Objects Within the Roadway Objects Adjacent to the Roadway Curb Markings for Parking and Loading and Unloading Restrictions Approach Markings to Islands and Obstructions Chevron markings Chevron marks are often used to guide traffic into the right turning lanes separated by an island. Rumble Strips The rumble strips are thermoplastic
lane markings designed to aid and provide motorists with visual, audio, and motion warnings on the road. These are highly visible horizontal lines on the road that produce a humming sound and ample bumpy ride when motorists run over. Motorcycle Lanes The markings allot lanes for motorcycle riders and can be shared by other vehicles. Riders are
not allowed to stay on other lanes unless instructed by enforcers or the rider is turning into an intersection. Bus Lane These pavement marks identify the designated lanes for buses. Pavement Arrows These arrows are painted on pavements for lane control and is usually in white color. For Bicycles Only These marks painted in the pavement using
solid white lines along either side of the street signify bike lanes. Speed Limit at 60KPH The speed limit pavement markings are meant to supplement the speed limit posted on the road side. Each LTO traffic sign is very straightforward and easy to understand. In the event that you still have some questions related to them, you can use this section as
additional reference. No. The pavement markings, though essentially used to complement traffic and road signs, are in a different category assigned by both the Department of Transportation (DOTr) and the Land Transportation Office (LTO). Nevertheless, these marks are meant to add another layer of safety for both drivers and pedestrians. If you
don’t abide by the rules as marked by the traffic signs and symbols, you are considered a traffic violator which may result in having to pay fines or penalties. It may also result in accidents. There are numerous resources online, but since it is an important part of the LTO Driver’s License Exams, then you may also find it on the LTO’s Land
Transportation Management System (LTMS) portal’s eLearning section. To access the LTMS e-Learning section and the materials within, you may follow these steps: Step 1: On the LTMS page, click the E-Learning tab. Step 2: Click Getting Ready to Drive. Step 3: On the next page, click Road Traffic Signs. If you want to learn more about road
markings, click Pavement Markings instead. The LTMS e-Learning tab is accessible with or without an LTMS account. It also offer materials covering other topics like: Driving Fundamentals Road Courtesy and Safety Rights, Duties, and Responsibilities of Drivers Land Transportation-Related Laws The LTO Traffic signs and symbols were primarily
designed to help drivers, passengers, and pedestrian stay safe on the road. These are visual markings that everyone need to observe, lest it causes danger to all road users. It’s important enough that it merits a space in the LTO exams required for license applicants to show off how well they know the signs and symbol. Having said that,
understanding the traffic signs and symbols and following them is useful in increasing driver’s awareness and preventing accidents. After all, public roads can be quite dangerous when you operate vehicles without practicing utmost care and caution. Plus, accidents can sometimes be fatal, both to drivers, passengers, and pedestrians. It’s best to
enjoy the scenery in the comforts of your car or motor vehicle while still being mindful of your surroundings and staying safe. If you’'re still reading this part, then congratulations! You’ve taken yet another step to becoming a good driver and a responsible pedestrian. If you wish to learn more, then feel free to contact LTO or visit any of the LTO
offices in the Philippines. LTO traffic signs and symbols are essential tools for regulating traffic, providing important information, and ensuring the safety of all road users. They serve to guide, warn, and instruct drivers and pedestrians, helping to maintain order on the roads and prevent accidents. Understanding these signs is crucial for complying
with traffic laws and for making informed decisions while driving or walking. Knowing traffic signs and symbols helps to avoid legal penalties imposed by authorities like the Land Transportation Office (LTO) and ensures smoother traffic flow, reducing the risk of accidents and congestion. Ignorance of these signs can lead to violations, accidents, and
potentially severe consequences for public safety. The law mandates that all road users must adhere to these signs, and failure to do so can result in fines, penalties, or even more serious legal repercussions. LTO traffic signs and symbols are standardized visual cues used on roads to communicate important information to drivers and pedestrians.
These signs include regulatory signs, warning signs, directional signs, and informative signs, each serving a specific purpose to ensure road safety and efficient traffic management. Regulatory signs, for example, inform road users of laws and regulations, while warning signs alert them to potential hazards ahead. These symbols are designed to be
easily recognizable and universally understood, using shapes, colors, and pictograms to convey messages quickly and effectively. For instance, a red octagon universally signifies a stop sign, while a yellow triangle warns of potential dangers. The detailed and consistent use of these signs ensures that all road users, regardless of language or
background, can navigate roads safely and follow traffic rules. Understanding the LTO traffic signs and symbols is necessary to ensure safety and order on Philippine roads. These signs which are designed to communicate important information to drivers and pedestrians, guiding, warning, and regulating road use, are also things that every driver
needs to know to avoid getting in trouble with the law. Knowing these signs and symbols also help them avoid penalties which can be quite troublesome to settle. Here, we provided a comprehensive list of the most common traffic signs and symbols, categorized for easy reference, along with detailed descriptions and purposes. Regulatory signs inform
drivers of laws and regulations that must be followed. They dictate actions, such as speed limits and parking rules, to ensure traffic flow and safety. Common examples include speed limit signs, stop signs, and no parking signs. These signs are legally enforceable and non-compliance can result in fines or penalties. They are typically rectangular or
square and use a white or red background with black or red symbols or text. They often feature clear, concise directives, such as “STOP” or “NO ENTRY.” Regulatory signs are commonly found at intersections, along roadways, and in parking areas. Stop Sign: A red octagon indicating that drivers must come to a complete stop at the designated stop
line. Yield Sign: An inverted triangle instructing drivers to yield to oncoming traffic or to the vehicles on the right side of the intersection. No Entry: A red circle with a horizontal white bar, indicating that entry is prohibited for all vehicles. Speed Limit: Signs showing the maximum (or minimum) speed allowed in kilometers per hour. No Parking: A
red circle with a diagonal line over a “P”, indicating areas where parking is prohibited. No U-Turn: A red circle with a diagonal line over a U-turn arrow, are signs displayed to indicate that U-turns are prohibited in the area. No Overtaking: A red circle with a diagonal line over two cars, indicating overtaking is not allowed. Seat Belt Use: A sign
indicating the mandatory use of seat belts in compliance with RA 8750. Warning signs alert drivers to potential hazards or changes in road conditions ahead. They are designed to help prevent accidents by providing advance notice of dangers such as curves, construction zones, or pedestrian crossings. Examples include sharp turn signs, construction
warning signs, and pedestrian crossing warnings. These signs are meant to prepare drivers for unusual or unexpected conditions. They are typically diamond-shaped with a yellow or orange background and black symbols or text. They are placed in areas where caution is required due to a change in road conditions. Warning signs are commonly found
in areas with potential hazards or near construction zones. Curve Signs: Yellow diamonds with curved arrows, indicating curves, sharp turns, and winding roads ahead. Intersection Signs: Yellow diamonds with symbols of different types of intersections such as T-junctions, Y-junctions, and roundabouts. Pedestrian Crossing: A yellow diamond with a
pedestrian figure, alerts drivers that a pedestrian may be crossing ahead. Railroad Crossing: A yellow diamond with a train symbol, warning of a railroad crossing ahead Road Narrows: A yellow diamond indicating that the road ahead narrows. Slippery Road: A yellow diamond with a car and skid marks, indicating slippery conditions due to rain or
other factors. Animal Crossing: A yellow diamond with an animal symbol, warning of areas where animals frequently cross the road. Directional signs provide guidance on navigation, helping drivers understand which way to go to reach specific destinations or follow certain routes. They often include information about routes, exits, or the direction to
particular places. Examples are exit signs on highways, directional arrows, and signs pointing to landmarks. These signs are essential for effective route planning and navigation. They are typically rectangular or arrow-shaped, using colors like green for guidance, blue for services, and brown for recreational areas. They display information such as
exit numbers, road names, or direction arrows. Directional signs are commonly found on highways, intersections, and major roads. One-Way Signs: Rectangular signs with arrows indicating that the traffic flows in one direction only on this road. Turn Signs: Signs indicating mandatory directions in which vehicles must turn, such as left turn only or
right turn only. Advance Direction Signs: Signs providing information on the direction to take before the upcoming intersections or exits. Reassurance Direction Signs: Signs showing approximate distances to a particular exit or specific destinations. Informative signs offer general information about the road or nearby facilities rather than directing or
regulating traffic. They include information about points of interest, services available, or road conditions. Examples are signs indicating tourist information centers, rest areas, or historical sites. These signs aim to assist drivers by providing helpful information about their surroundings. They often use a variety of colors and symbols to convey
different types of information, such as blue for services and brown for tourist information. The design includes text or pictograms providing relevant details. Informative signs are typically found on highways, near rest areas, and around points of interest. Hospital: A blue sign with a white “H”, indicating the location of hospitals or medical services.
Gas Station: A blue sign with a fuel pump icon, showing the location of gasoline stations. Parking Area: A blue sign with a white “P”, indicating designated parking areas. Accommodation: Signs showing the location of hotels, motels, and other lodging facilities. Tourist Information: Signs indicating tourist spots and points of interest. Road markings
are painted lines and symbols on the road surface that convey important traffic control information and guide vehicle movements. They include lane lines, crosswalks, and symbols indicating parking areas or bus lanes. Examples are solid or dashed lane lines and pedestrian crossing markings. Road markings help organize traffic flow and ensure safe
driving practices. They are painted in various colors, such as white for lane boundaries and yellow for no-parking zones. The markings can be solid lines, dashed lines, or symbols. Road markings are commonly found on all types of roads, especially at intersections, pedestrian crossings, and lane boundaries. Lane Lines: White or yellow lines indicating
the separation of traffic lanes. Pedestrian Crossings: White stripes marking designated pedestrian crossing areas. No Parking Zones: Often marked with yellow or red curbs to indicate where parking is prohibited. Bus and PU]J Lanes: Lanes specifically designated for buses and public utility jeeps. Traffic lights and signals control and manage vehicle
and pedestrian movements at intersections and along roadways. They include both the physical signs, like stop and yield signs, and electronic signals, such as traffic lights. Examples are red, yellow, and green traffic lights and stop signs. They are critical for maintaining orderly and safe traffic flow. Traffic lights are typically made of metal or plastic,
while signals are usually electronic with colored lights. Signs include symbols or text, while signals use color changes to convey instructions. Traffic lights and signals are commonly found at intersections, pedestrian crossings, and busy roadways. Red Light: Requires vehicles to stop. Yellow Light: Warns that the signal is about to change to red and
that the drivers must exercise caution. Green Light: Allows vehicles to proceed, yielding to pedestrians. Flashing Yellow Light: Advises drivers to proceed with caution. Flashing Red Light: Requires vehicles to stop and proceed only when it is safe. Hazard markers are used to alert drivers to specific dangers or obstacles on the road that may not be
immediately visible. They help prevent accidents by marking hazards such as road defects, narrow bridges, or obstacles. Examples include reflective markers for curves or obstructions and warning beacons for low clearances. Hazard markers provide visual cues to increase driver awareness of potential dangers. They often use bright colors, reflective
materials, or distinctive shapes to stand out and draw attention. Common colors include yellow, orange, or red with black patterns or symbols. Hazard markers are typically placed near dangerous or unusual road features, such as sharp turns or narrow passages. Chevron Signs: Black and white striped signs that guide drivers through changes in road
alignment. Obstruction Markers: Signs indicating the presence of obstructions like traffic islands or bridge piers. Width Markers: Signs showing the narrow width clearance, often near bridges. One-way hazard markers: These signs indicate the direction to be followed at the end of the road These signs and symbols are critical for maintaining road
safety, ensuring smooth traffic flow, and preventing accidents. Adherence to these signs is mandated by law, and failure to comply can result in fines and penalties, emphasizing the importance of familiarizing oneself with them. Traffic signs and symbols play a crucial role in maintaining road safety and ensuring efficient traffic flow. They provide
essential information to road users, guiding, warning, and regulating the movement of vehicles and pedestrians. Understanding and obeying these signs is vital for preventing accidents and complying with traffic laws. Traffic signs alert drivers to potential hazards, helping to prevent accidents and injuries. Signs manage the movement of vehicles and
pedestrians, reducing congestion and improving traffic efficiency. Directional and informative signs help drivers navigate roads, find services, and reach their destinations efficiently. Adhering to traffic signs and symbols helps avoid fines, penalties, and other legal consequences. Pedestrian-specific signs and crossings ensure the safety of individuals
walking near or across roads. Warning signs keep drivers alert to changes in road conditions, upcoming intersections, and other critical information. Clear and consistent signage aids emergency responders in reaching locations quickly and efficiently. Proper signage contributes to a more organized and predictable driving environment, reducing
stress and confusion for drivers. Understanding the importance of these signs is crucial for all road users to maintain a safe and orderly transportation system. Traffic signs and symbols are fundamental for maintaining safety and order on the roads. They provide critical information, guide road users, and help prevent accidents by clearly
communicating rules and warnings. Understanding these signs is essential for all drivers and pedestrians to ensure a safe and efficient transportation system. Watch this video from Jeff Ski and see how well you know your traffic signs and symbols today. LTO traffic signs and symbols are essential for regulating traffic, providing information, and
ensuring the safety of all road users in the Philippines. These signs, categorized into regulatory, warning, directional, and informative types, help guide, warn, and instruct drivers and pedestrians, promoting smooth traffic flow and preventing accidents. Understanding and obeying these signs is crucial for avoiding legal penalties and maintaining an
orderly and safe road environment. Road markings consist of visual symbols and lines painted or applied on road surfaces to convey essential information to drivers and pedestrians about lane usage, merging, traffic regulations, and accident prevention. They serve multiple purposes, including directing traffic flow, defining lane divisions, marking
pedestrian crossings, signaling hazards, and designating specific areas like bus or bicycle lanes. Road markings are essential for conveying meanings, offering clear instructions, and guiding drivers to navigate roads safely, preventing accidents, and complying with traffic laws. This article explores the common road markings on Philippine roads,
along with their significance and implications for all road users. Road markings serve as crucial elements of road infrastructure, conveying vital information to both drivers and pedestrians through their placement on the road surface. Utilizing durable materials like paint or thermoplastic, these markings feature diverse shapes, colors, and patterns,
each carrying a distinct significance and purpose. The different types of road markings include: Longitudinal Lines (Lane dividers) Longitudinal lines refer to markings on the road that run parallel to the direction of traffic flow. These lines are used to separate lanes, indicate prohibited areas for overtaking, and guide drivers safely along the roadway.
Traverse Lines (Intersection markings) Traverse lines, such as stop lines and give way lines, are pavement markings that indicate specific points where vehicles must stop or yield to other traffic, enhancing safety and regulating traffic flow at intersections and pedestrian crossings while facilitating orderly movements. Other lines (Special purpose
lines) Other lines encompass various pavement markings that serve specific purposes beyond traffic regulation. These include markings for parking bays, loading and unloading zones, “Do Not Block” intersection lines, turn lines for guiding vehicles during turns at intersections, and designated lanes for buses and public utility jeepneys (PU]J). Object
Markings (Hazard warnings) Object markings typically refer to visual cues or symbols painted on or adjacent to the roadway to indicate the presence of objects such as islands, median strips, bridge piers, or other obstructions to provide advance warning of potential hazards on the road. Raised pavement markings are physical elements installed on
the road surface, such as reflective cat’s eyes or rumble strips, designed to provide tactile and visual feedback to drivers, alerting them to changes in road conditions or potential hazards ahead. Knowing and following road markings offer the following benefits: Reduces risk of vehicular accidents Promotes safety for all road users Helps avoid costly
fines and penalties, Helps avoid potential damage requiring expensive vehicle repairs Here’s a list of the common road markings found on Philippine streets/roads/highways: White lines on the road typically indicate lane boundaries, dividing traffic flows in opposite directions or separating lanes traveling in the same direction, reminding drivers to
stay within their lanes for safety. Meaning: Denotes the edge of the roadway, indicating that vehicles should not encroach beyond this line during normal operation. Implication: Drivers should stay within the designated roadway and avoid using the area beyond the solid white line. Meaning: These lines, bordered by solid white lines, designate areas
outside the roadway proper. Vehicles are expected to refrain from entering these areas except in emergencies. Implication: Drivers should avoid occupying spaces delineated by diagonal white lines, maintaining clear passage for emergency vehicles and ensuring smooth traffic flow. Meaning: Divides traffic on multi-lane roads, indicating separate
flows of traffic in opposite directions. Implication: Overtaking is discouraged over solid white center lines, and drivers should maintain their respective lanes to prevent collisions with oncoming traffic. Meaning: Marks the center of a two-lane road or separates lanes on multi-lane roads, allowing for overtaking or lane changes when safe to do so.
Implication: Drivers may cross broken white center lines when overtaking or changing lanes, exercising caution and yielding to other vehicles as needed. Meaning: Indicates areas where overtaking is prohibited. Left turns are permitted if the road is clear, but right of way is granted to oncoming traffic. Implication: Drivers should refrain from
overtaking across double white center lines and exercise caution when making left turns. Meaning: Indicates stopping points at intersections or traffic lights, ensuring orderly traffic flow. Implication: Drivers must come to a complete stop behind solid white horizontal lines and proceed only when safe to do so. Meaning: Reminds drivers to stay within
their lanes, particularly near intersections. Implication: Drivers should adhere to lane discipline and use turning lanes appropriately to facilitate smooth traffic flow. Yellow lines on the road generally signify restrictions or warnings for drivers. They can indicate no-passing zones, delineate lanes reserved for specific vehicles such as buses or bicycles,
or warn of potential hazards like curves or intersections. Meaning: Signifies hazardous conditions where overtaking is prohibited at all times. Implication: Drivers must avoid overtaking over double yellow center lines, particularly in areas with limited visibility or fast-moving traffic. Meaning: Identifies bus lanes or bicycle lanes, restricting access to
designated vehicles. Implication: Private vehicles should refrain from entering bus or bicycle lanes to ensure safety and compliance with traffic rules. Meaning: Allows vehicles to merge into bus lanes or prepare for turning off major roads. Implication: Drivers should exercise caution when merging into bus lanes and yield to buses as required.
Meaning: Designates intersections that must be kept clear at all times to facilitate traffic movement. Implication: Drivers should avoid entering yellow boxes unless they can clear the intersection completely, preventing traffic congestion and ensuring smooth traffic flow. Other lines on the road serve various purposes, including guiding traffic flow,
indicating parking or loading zones, and highlighting pedestrian crossings, ensuring efficient use of road space. Meaning: Allows overtaking from one side indicated by a broken line while restricting overtaking from the other side with a solid line. Implication: Drivers should only overtake from the side indicated by the broken line, ensuring clear
visibility and yielding to oncoming traffic. Meaning: Indicates permissible directions of travel within lanes, guiding drivers on lane usage and turning maneuvers. Implication: Drivers must follow directional arrows to comply with traffic regulations and avoid violations. Meaning: Designates lanes reserved for motorcycles, promoting safer travel for
motorcyclists. Implication: Drivers should respect designated motorcycle lanes and yield to motorcyclists when using these lanes. Meaning: Restricts lane changes from one side while allowing merging from the other side. Implication: Drivers should observe lane restrictions and merge safely when transitioning between roads or lanes. Meaning:
Alerts drivers to hazards such as sharp curves or merging traffic, prompting them to reduce speed and exercise caution. Implication: Drivers should heed warnings provided by rumble strips and adjust their speed accordingly to avoid accidents. Meaning: Marks pedestrian crossing zones, requiring drivers to yield to pedestrians and refrain from
stopping over the crossing. Implication: Drivers should stop behind zebra crossings to allow pedestrians to cross safely and avoid traffic violations. Meaning: These are raised pavement markers typically embedded in the road surface, often used to enhance nighttime visibility for drivers by reflecting headlights. Implication: Cat’s eyes provide visual
guidance and warning to drivers, especially in areas with low-light conditions, poor visibility, or adverse weather conditions. Meaning: Designates designated space for parking. Implication: Indicates areas where vehicles are permitted to park, facilitating organized parking and preventing congestion. Meaning: Indicates the proper location for
loading and unloading zones of public utility vehicles, typically with parking restrictions. Implication: Helps ensure efficient loading and unloading operations while minimizing traffic disruptions. Meaning: These pavement markings supplement the speed limit signage posted on the roadside, indicating a maximum speed of 60 kilometers per hour.
Implication: By clearly indicating the speed limit, these markings help enforce traffic regulations, promote safe driving practices, and reduce the risk of accidents caused by excessive speed. Some of the penalties associated with failure to follow road markings include: Disregarding traffic signs (DTS) or specific colored lines, except for yellow bus
lanes along EDSA, incurs a PHP 1,000 fine for all offenses according to MMDA'’s penalties. Reckless driving carries the following fines: PHP 500 fine for the first offense PHP 750 for the second offense with a license suspension PHP 1,000 for the third offense resulting in a license revocation Illegal or unauthorized counterflow results in the following:
PHP 2,000 fine plus a 3-month license suspension for the first offense PHP 2,000 plus a 6-month suspension for the second offense PHP 2,000 plus license revocation for the third offense In essence, reading road markings is an important skill for both new and veteran drivers, yet it’s one that even the authorities painting them often seem puzzled by
where they should actually go. By understanding these common road markings, you as a driver or other type of road user can help regulate traffic, improve road safety, and facilitate efficient transportation systems. The Land Transportation Office (LTO) mandates drivers to familiarize themselves with traffic signs and symbols before obtaining a
license. This imperative not only facilitates success in the LTO exams but, more importantly, ensures the safety of both drivers and pedestrians. Despite the inevitable accidents, a profound understanding of road dynamics and traffic signage is vital in accident prevention. Why These Traffic Signs Are Important These signs provide directions,
warnings, and instructions through visual cues, catering to drivers and pedestrians. Whether positioned on the roadside, above the thoroughfare, or directly on the pavement, these signs foster a secure and organized traffic environment. Traffic signs are meticulously crafted in the Philippines to be simple and understandable. In some instances, local
languages are incorporated, further enhancing accessibility for residents. The overarching objective is to ensure everyone can interpret these signs accurately, regardless of background or familiarity. For drivers, these signs go beyond mere directives; they act as friendly reminders to exercise caution. Offering guidance on optimal walking routes,
driving lanes, turning points, and pedestrian crossings, these signs create a harmonious coexistence between vehicles and pedestrians. Types of Road Traffic Signs Regulatory signs are the cornerstones of safe and orderly road navigation, encompassing vital directives and speed limit indicators. Understanding and adhering to these signs is not
merely a choice; it’s a crucial obligation, as violations come with penalties and sanctions. Priority signs Priority signs, including STOP, GIVE WAY, and LEFT TURNER MUST GIVE WAY, command attention for a reason. They dictate the right of way, ensuring an orderly and safe traffic progression. Stop Sign: Octagonal red sign with “STOP” written in
white. Requires drivers to come to a complete stop before proceeding. Give Way Sign: Triangular that requires drivers to give way to vehicles from opposite directions. Left Turner Must Give Way: Drivers turning left must yield the right of way to all vehicles and pedestrians traveling straight or turning right, regardless of who arrived at the
intersection first. Directional Signs ONE WAY, KEEP RIGHT, and NO TURN are directional signs that pave the way for seamless traffic flow. Understanding these signs is paramount for preventing confusion and maintaining road order. One Way: This indicates a road where traffic can only travel in one direction. Keep Right or Keep Left: These signs
direct traffic to stay in a specific lane, either the right or left lane. All Traffic Must Turn Left or Right: No straight-through traffic is allowed at that intersection. Merging Traffic: This refers to two separate streams of traffic converging into one lane. When merging, yield the right of way to vehicles already in the main lane. Prohibitive/Restriction
Signs NO PEDESTRIAN CROSSING, NO ENTRY, and NO MOTORCYCLES fall under this category, delineating areas where certain activities are restricted or prohibited. Compliance is non-negotiable. No Entry for All Vehicles: This sign strictly prohibits all vehicles from entering a specific road or area. Look for alternative routes or access points if
needed. No Right or Left Turn: This sign prohibits right and left turns at that intersection. No U-Turn: This sign prohibits making U-turns at that location. Look for designated U-turn areas or alternative routes to turn around. U-turns can be dangerous and disrupt traffic flow. No Overtaking Zone: This sign prohibits overtaking other vehicles in a
specific area. It could be due to narrow roads, sharp turns, or safety concerns. Warning Signs Each sign serves as a visual cue, prompting individuals to exercise caution and adjust their driving or walking behavior accordingly. Warning for an Uncontrolled Y-Crossroad: This indicates an intersection where three roads meet, but there are no traffic
lights, stop signs, or yield signs to control traffic flow. Falling Rocks in Road: This warns of the danger of falling rocks on the road ahead. Reduce your speed significantly and proceed cautiously, paying close attention to the road surface and any signs of fallen rocks. Rail Crossing Without Barriers Ahead: This signifies an unguarded railroad crossing
ahead. Come to a complete stop before proceeding and look both ways for approaching trains, listening carefully for any train whistles or horns. Roundabout Ahead: This warns of an upcoming roundabout. Reduce your speed, signal your intention to enter the roundabout, and yield the right of way to traffic already circulating within the roundabout.
Slippery Road Surface Ahead: This warns of a section of road with a slippery surface, possibly due to rain or other factors. Reduce speed, increase your following distance, and avoid sudden maneuvers. Steep Descent Ahead: This warns of a steep downhill section of road. Reduce your speed before the descent and use a lower gear if necessary to
maintain control of your vehicle. Informative Signs Informative Signs highlight specific destinations, providing crucial information about distances, roadside services, and upcoming towns or cities. Begin of an Expressway: These are large overhead signs with the expressway’s name. Information About the Next Exit: These are overhead signs
displaying upcoming exits with their distances and destinations written in Filipino and English. These signs might also include icons for gas stations, rest areas, or other services. Information About the Destination of the Ramp: Once on the exit ramp, specific signs will clearly show the exit number and destination it leads to. These signs are usually
mounted on the side of the ramp or overhead. Traffic Instruction Sign Traffic Instruction Signs stand as silent guides, complementing regulatory signs to ensure the seamless implementation of traffic rules. Speed Limit: This sign displays the maximum speed allowed on that specific road section. Exceeding the speed limit is dangerous and can result
in fines or even accidents. Height Restriction Ahead: This warns of an upcoming obstacle with limited clearance, typically for bridges, underpasses, or tunnels. Pay attention to the displayed height restriction and ensure the vehicle can safely pass under it. Reduce Speed: This indicates the need to slow down due to upcoming hazards or changes in
road conditions. Look for additional signs or visual cues explaining the reason for the speed reduction, such as sharp curves, merging traffic, or construction zones. A thorough understanding of the Philippines’ diverse roads and traffic signs is paramount for ensuring road safety and adherence to traffic regulations. By adhering to traffic signs and
symbols, drivers, and pedestrians create a safer and more efficient road environment. Learning about traffic signs and symbols is just one of the many conditions imposed by the Land Transportation Office (LTO) before issuing a driver’s license. Not only does it help you pass the LTO exams, but it also helps keep you and others safe on the roads.
After all, while accidents do happen, knowing your way on the road and understanding the traffic signs can help you avoid causing one. While it’s not possible to determine whether the people who didn’t follow the road signs and traffic rules don’t know them, we know that being on the road automatically makes you responsible for other people’s
lives. As such, we made this guide to the most common road traffic signs and symbols so you can refresh your knowledge or simply learn more about them. Road traffic signs and symbols are visual markers that were designed to guide drivers and pedestrians toward their destination. These were meant to keep them safe while they’re on the move on
public roads. They usually provide either a direction, a warning, or an instruction that both drivers and pedestrians must follow. Some road signs are usually found at the side of the street, though some can also be found above the roads or on the roads, pavements, and bridges. The traffic signs in the Philippines were designed to be simple, striking,
and easy to understand. It is why it is usually written in large letters or shown as pictures or symbols. In some cases, they are even translated into Filipino or the place’s local dialect, so they would be easier for locals to understand. In any case, these signs were designed such that no one will misinterpret what they mean. The official typeface for signs
in the Philippines looks like Clearview. The designs, on the other hand, are standardized, but are known to reflect some influences from America, Australia, and the Vienna Convention. They are regulated by the Department of Public Works and Highways (DPWH) to ensure that the signs and symbols don’t change, regardless of location. The
assortment of road traffic signs and symbols in the Philippines are important to both drivers and pedestrian for the following reasons: Safety Warning for potential dangers of congested and accident-prone areas. Efficient explanation of the rules of road usage to facilitate better and safer traffic flows. For the motorists, the traffic signs can also be
cues for mindful driving. Drivers and pedestrians can also refer to these signs to find areas that are safe for walking, driving, turning, and crossing. Satisfies a requirement for driver’s license application. Learning the road signs is a section of the LTO written exam which happens to be one of the primary requirements for getting a driver’s license. In
the Philippines, there is an assortment of road and traffic signs and symbols in the Philippines, and LTO encourages drivers to learn them by heart to stay safe on the road. These traffic signs are divided into eight different categories, including: As the name suggests, regulatory signs provide information on traffic laws in the Philippines. These signs
direct and help manage the flow of traffic and inform motorists and road users of traffic laws and regulations. It also refers to the commonly known signs that motorists are obliged to follow because if they are disregarded, they will constitute an offense, which could lead to imposition of penalties and sanctions. There are six different types of
regulatory traffic signs and they are as follows: Stop Sign This sign requires the driver to stop at a designated stop line. They are also not allowed to park within 6 meters of the stop line. Give Way Sign With this sign, drivers are expected to yield to the vehicles on the right side of the intersection. Left Turner Must Give Way When turning left at
intersections, you can only have the right of way if you use your turn signal at least 30 meters before reaching the intersection. If there are cars arriving or already too close to the intersection, yield, give allowance, or make a full stop and let them pass. As the name implies, the direction signs are traffic signs indicative of the only direction(s) that the
motorist is obliged to follow. These signs usually come in white arrows over a blue circle placed in a rectangle with a label. All traffic must turn right All traffic must turn left Right lane must turn right The prohibited or restrictive signs indicate the direction(s) in which the motorist or pedestrian is obliged to follow. These signs tell drivers what is not
allowed to enter on certain roads and can be easily identified by the slash symbol it bears. No entry for all vehicles No entry for vehicles with trailer No entry for animal-drawn vehicles No pedestrian crossing Pedestrians are not allowed to cross the road. Use Overpass Pedestrians must use an overpass. Use Ped Xing Pedestrians must use a
pedestrian crossing. No Right Turn Vehicles are not allowed to turn right. No Left Turn Vehicles are not allowed to turn left. No U-Turn Vehicles are not allowed to make a U-turn. The signs included in this set basically tells drivers the minimum or maximum speed limit allowed in or out of a particular stretch of road. Maximum speed restriction End
of maximum speed restriction Speed limit derestriction Minimum speed restriction These signs indicate whether you can stop a vehicle with or without a driver, whether to park, load, or unload passengers, for at least three minutes outside of congested traffic. Allowable parking and loading zone at a given time and place Loading zone, xx:xx AM -
xx:xx PM 2P Time restricted parking Loading and unloading zone Bawal maghintay ano mang oras (No waiting anytime) No loading and unloading anytime Bawal magsakay at magbaba (No loading and unloading) Do not block intersection No Parking: Bawal Pumarada No Parking: Tow-away Zone Parked vehicle will be towed. No Parking Anytime
from Monday-Friday Right Turner Cross at Broken Lines Vehicles from the left lane may cross the broken line to turn right within the BUS/PUJ zone. No parking allowed in the following zones: No parking, public utility bus stop (Bus Stop Zone) No parking, public utility jeepney stop (PUJ Stop Zone) Other signs belonging to this category include:
Load and Dimension Restriction Signs No entry for vehicles with more than 2 meters of width No entry for vehicles with 3.5 meters in height No entry for vehicles with more than 10 meters in length No entry for vehicles with gross vehicle mass of more than 5 tons No entry for vehicles with gross axle load of more 2 tons Use Seat Belt sign This sign
is being used pursuant to R.A. 8750, the Seat Belt Law. Be aware of pedestrian crossing Be aware of school children crossing Be aware of Persons with Disabilities (PWD) crossing The LTO traffic signs under this category were designed to warn motorists and pedestrians about the hazards on the road or sidewalk. They may tell motorists that there’s
an incoming road layout, hazards, or humps ahead or that the area they’re traversing is prone to flooding and landslides. Warning signs are usually designed with an upward triangle outlined in red or filled with other shapes in yellow and green colors. They are intended to serve as a precaution and a reminder to be mindful of their surroundings for
safety purposes. This type of road signs come with several subtypes, including: These signs are used to indicate the type of road curve ahead of the motorist. They were designed to appear in white, red-bordered triangles that have black symbols depicting the type of curve or turn. These signs are usually seen when one approaches an intersection,
junction, or rotunda. Staggered intersection (right) Staggered intersection (left) Skewed intersection (right) Skewed intersection (left) Half Y-Junction behind (right) Half Y-Junction behind (left) Side road junction ahead (right) Side road junction ahead (left) Approach to intersection side road (right) Approach to intersection side road (left) Approach to
Intersection merging traffic (right) Approach to Intersection merging traffic (left) These signs are similar to the last sub-category, and are usually found when one approaches an intersection or junction. Traffic Lights Ahead Driver must not park or stop within six (6) meters of this sign as it reduces visibility for other drivers. These signs help inform
drivers of a sudden change of road width either narrowing or widening of carriage ways. End of divided traffic 2-way road ahead These are signs that warn drivers of the possible dangers or items that might slow them down, including animals crossing, airplanes, landslides, and floods. Slippery road (Mag-ingat madulas ang kalsada) These signs come
in different shapes but are usually yellow in color. It signifies the need to slow down as children, PWDs, and bikers are common in the area. There might also be a few pedestrian lanes. Slow down, pedestrian crossing ahead Pedestrian Crossing Ahead Be aware and stop for children crossing ahead Be aware and stop for Persons with Disabilities ahead
Advice to pedestrian to cross at designated areas Be aware and slowdown on bike lane ahead Railroad crossing vehicles must stop or give the right of way Railroad crossing advance warning (signaled) Railroad crossing advance warning (unsignaled) Alternative railway crossing position in an area that can be easily seen Indicates the distance from
the hazard When wet (usually combined with the Slippery Road warning sign) Maximum height of a vehicle must be 4.8 to 5.5 meters Maximum height of a vehicle must be 4.8 meters or less Slow down, accident-prone area Bumagal madalas ang aksidente dito These signs point or indicate what destination lies ahead or lies after a particular turn or
exit, including milestones, signs, and distance markers that tells you where you are, where certain facilities are, where important points of interests are, and how far the next town or city are from your current location. These signs are usually rectangular in shape and come in green and blue colors. These signs are usually found in national highways
as they indicate which direction you should take if you are heading to a certain province. Stack direction sign (multiple destinations) Stack direction sign (single destinations) Stack direction sign (with road/street name) Diagrammatic direction sign Diagrammatic direction sign (for roundabout/rotunda junction) These signs are present at least one
kilometer before you approach an intersection that you should take when going to a certain province. Intersection direction sign (right-facing) Intersection direction sign (left-facing) Intersection direction sign (left and right-facing) Intersection direction sign with route number and road name These are signs that provide you with a guide on how
many meters or kilometers you are away from a certain province or city exit. Reassurance direction sign Reassurance direction sign with route number and road name These signs are more specific than the first two as they point you to where you should go in order to find a tourist spot, town, or landmark. These signs indicate which street you are in
or about to enter or exit. These signs indicate the town you are in or about to enter or exit as well as certain geographical features. Local government unit boundary These signs are designed to indicate which service facility like hospitals and restaurants in the area and usually come in blue with white symbols. Service sign (with name of service,
symbols, and distance) Service sign (advance sign with name of service) These are neutral white, round-shaped signs with black numbers or arrows that identify the arterial road as well as give directions how far the arterial road is. Expressway signs are neutral white or green-colored signs that indicate the location of certain services like the closest
service station or rest stop that lie ahead in a certain direction or exit. It also tells motorists to slow down or go the other direction. Some signs also give information that directs drivers to appropriate lanes or exits while some expressway signs indicate the start and the end of the expressway. Some special signs, on the other hand, may give drivers
valuable reminders such as checking their brakes and reducing their speed. These signs are typically installed in advance or at the nearest intersection or interchange leading to the expressway. Toll charges This sign informs motorists of the amount of toll charges required to pay at the toll plaza. Prohibited on expressway These signs offers advance
information that prohibits traveling on expressways. Lane direction signs These signs guide motorists into the correct lanes leading to an intersection or an interchange. These are signs placed in advance of an exit toll. Exit advance sign (with distance) Exit advance sign (with distance and “Right Lane”) Supplementary exit advance sign (“Next Exit”)
Expressway exit signs are signs posted overhead before the exit ramp of an interchange for directions. Exit direction sign (placed overhead in advance of the exit ramp) Exit direction sign (for numbered exits) These are signage pointing to services offered on or off expressways like rest areas and other services. Distance and Direction to Rest Areas



Distance and Direction to Various Expressway Services These signs indicate the start and the end of the expressway. These are special signs normally seen exclusively on expressways, usually about 200 meters away from toll exits. The signs under this category complement the regulatory signs and support the implementation of traffic rules by giving
specific instructions for motorists and pedestrians to follow. Low clearance ahead, high vehicles detour No right turn on red signal Slow vehicles use right lane Mabagal na sasakyan mamalagi sa kanan Trak at bus mamalagi sa kanan maliban kung lulusot. Trucks and buses keep right unless overtaking. These signs are pretty self explanatory and is
used to indicate a directional change or the presence of an obstruction ahead. From the name itself, it helps motorists avoid getting getting an LTO violation or getting into an accident by pointing them in the direction that the roadbend is going. Typically found on the side of provincial roads, along meandering, rural highways and consist of a
sequence of red arrows (or chevron signs) which signal the driver to follow the direction of the arrow, as the road ahead bends. In the Philippines, there are different kinds of hazard markers, including: One-way hazard markers Indicate the direction to be followed at the end of the road. Obstruction markers Indicates road closure ahead. Two-way
hazard markers Warning that the road ahead is about to change direction. Two-way hazard markers Usually used on two-way traffic obstructions or accompany a pass either side sign. Width markers (left) Narrowing vehicle width clearance usually used on approaches of narrow bridges or mounted below a keep left sign on traffic islands where the
road narrows Width markers (right) Narrowing vehicle width clearance usually used on approaches of narrow bridges or mounted below a keep right sign on traffic islands where the road narrows Self explanatory in its imagery, road works signs are typically found in places where there is ongoing road work and is typically seen in places where
traffic is piling up ahead. Regardless, road work signs warn users and motorists to slow down or to merge in the other direction because there is ongoing construction or excavation. These signs also offer warning against local hazards like deep holes or falling debris, prompting drivers to slow down or change their route. Unlike the other traffic signs
and symbols, pavement markings usually appear as lines, symbols, messages or numerals set into the surface of, applied upon, or attached to the pavement itself. Most of the time, pavement markings are used to supplement traffic control devices, traffic signals, and road signs in guiding traffic or by giving advance warnings. Center Line (Or
Separation Line) These marks indicate that crossing solid white lines requires special care and is discouraged. Lane Line (Broken white center line or lane divider) This mark mean that drivers can change lanes provided that it is safe to do so and will not result in obstruction. Barrier Line Double Solid Yellow Lines When you see this markings, it
means you should never cross to pass another vehicle unless permitted. It is usually found around blind curves. Broken Yellow Line This mark means passing is allowed. Single Solid Yellow Line This pavement mark means overtaking is prohibited in both directions. Broken And Solid Yellow Lines (Mixed center line) When you see this mark, it means
overtaking is permitted on the side of the broken line but not on the side of the solid line. Solid Yellow Lane On Left of Traffic Direction This mark means that a driver must not stop at the side of a road marked with a continuous yellow edge line. Continuity Line When you see continuity line on the left side, it means the lane is ending or exiting and
that you, as the driver, must change lanes if you want to continue in the current direction. Continuity lines on the right side means that the lane will continue unaffected. Transition Lines These markings are either used to guide the traffic safely past obstructions on roadways such as islands, median strips, bridge piers or to indicate changes in the
width of the traveled portion of the roadway and an increase or reduction in traffic lanes. Stop Lines Stop lines signify that vehicles are required to stop before the white line. Give Way or Holding Lines These lines mean that drivers must give way to all traffic according to the standard sign. Pedestrian Intersection Non-signalized Pedestrian
Intersection Signalized Roundabout Holding Lines When you see these markings, it means that the vehicle within the rotunda have the right-of-way over vehicles which are just about to enter. Parking Bay The marks mean that the designated space can be used to as parking space. Loading and Unloading Bay Lane Line Characterized by unbroken
white lines, this mark signifies the proper location of loading and unloading zones of public utility vehicles preferably with parking restrictions. Do Not Block Intersection lines This pavement marks consist of a yellow box within the intersection and yellow diagonal lines forming an “X” inside the box. It means that the box should be left open to avoid
obstructing other vehicles. Turn Line This line is used to guide vehicles turning at intersections. Objects Within the Roadway Objects Adjacent to the Roadway Curb Markings for Parking and Loading and Unloading Restrictions Approach Markings to Islands and Obstructions Chevron markings Chevron marks are often used to guide traffic into the
right turning lanes separated by an island. Rumble Strips The rumble strips are thermoplastic lane markings designed to aid and provide motorists with visual, audio, and motion warnings on the road. These are highly visible horizontal lines on the road that produce a humming sound and ample bumpy ride when motorists run over. Motorcycle Lanes
The markings allot lanes for motorcycle riders and can be shared by other vehicles. Riders are not allowed to stay on other lanes unless instructed by enforcers or the rider is turning into an intersection. Bus Lane These pavement marks identify the designated lanes for buses. Pavement Arrows These arrows are painted on pavements for lane control
and is usually in white color. For Bicycles Only These marks painted in the pavement using solid white lines along either side of the street signify bike lanes. Speed Limit at 60KPH The speed limit pavement markings are meant to supplement the speed limit posted on the road side. Each LTO traffic sign is very straightforward and easy to
understand. In the event that you still have some questions related to them, you can use this section as additional reference. No. The pavement markings, though essentially used to complement traffic and road signs, are in a different category assigned by both the Department of Transportation (DOTr) and the Land Transportation Office (LTO).
Nevertheless, these marks are meant to add another layer of safety for both drivers and pedestrians. If you don’t abide by the rules as marked by the traffic signs and symbols, you are considered a traffic violator which may result in having to pay fines or penalties. It may also result in accidents. There are numerous resources online, but since it is an
important part of the LTO Driver’s License Exams, then you may also find it on the LTO’s Land Transportation Management System (LTMS) portal’s eLearning section. To access the LTMS e-Learning section and the materials within, you may follow these steps: Step 1: On the LTMS page, click the E-Learning tab. Step 2: Click Getting Ready to Drive.
Step 3: On the next page, click Road Traffic Signs. If you want to learn more about road markings, click Pavement Markings instead. The LTMS e-Learning tab is accessible with or without an LTMS account. It also offer materials covering other topics like: Driving Fundamentals Road Courtesy and Safety Rights, Duties, and Responsibilities of Drivers
Land Transportation-Related Laws The LTO Traffic signs and symbols were primarily designed to help drivers, passengers, and pedestrian stay safe on the road. These are visual markings that everyone need to observe, lest it causes danger to all road users. It’s important enough that it merits a space in the LTO exams required for license applicants
to show off how well they know the signs and symbol. Having said that, understanding the traffic signs and symbols and following them is useful in increasing driver’s awareness and preventing accidents. After all, public roads can be quite dangerous when you operate vehicles without practicing utmost care and caution. Plus, accidents can
sometimes be fatal, both to drivers, passengers, and pedestrians. It’s best to enjoy the scenery in the comforts of your car or motor vehicle while still being mindful of your surroundings and staying safe. If you're still reading this part, then congratulations! You’'ve taken yet another step to becoming a good driver and a responsible pedestrian. If you
wish to learn more, then feel free to contact LTO or visit any of the LTO offices in the Philippines.



