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Whether	you’re	a	total	newbie	or	looking	to	up	your	Instagram	game,	this	ultimate	guide	to	mobile	photography	will	walk	you	through	everything	you	need	to	know—from	understanding	your	phone’s	camera	to	mastering	composition,	lighting,	and	editing.	Let’s	turn	your	smartphone	into	a	photo-taking	powerhouse!Before	we	dive	into	the	tips	and
tricks,	let’s	talk	about	why	mobile	photography	is	worth	your	time.	For	starters,	your	phone	is	always	with	you,	making	it	easy	to	capture	spontaneous	moments.	Plus,	smartphone	cameras	have	come	a	long	way—many	now	boast	multiple	lenses,	AI	enhancements,	and	even	RAW	shooting	capabilities.	But	the	real	magic?	Mobile	photography	is
beginner-friendly	and	encourages	creativity.	You	don’t	need	to	be	a	tech	guru	to	get	started—just	a	willingness	to	experiment	and	have	fun.	So,	whether	you’re	snapping	pics	of	your	morning	coffee	or	chasing	sunsets,	this	guide	will	help	you	make	every	shot	count.Your	phone’s	camera	might	seem	simple,	but	there’s	a	lot	going	on	under	the	hood.
Let’s	break	it	down:Hardware:	Lenses	and	SensorsLenses:	Most	smartphones	have	at	least	two	lenses—wide	and	ultra-wide.	Some	even	have	telephoto	or	macro	lenses	for	close-ups.	Experiment	with	each	to	see	what	they	can	do.Sensor:	The	sensor	captures	light	and	turns	it	into	an	image.	Larger	sensors	(like	in	newer	iPhones	or	Google	Pixels)
generally	perform	better	in	low	light.Software:	Camera	Apps	and	ModesDefault	Camera	App:	Start	here—it’s	optimized	for	your	phone.	Play	with	modes	like	Portrait	(for	blurry	backgrounds),	Night	Mode	(for	low	light),	and	Panorama	(for	wide	scenes).Third-Party	Apps:	For	more	control,	try	apps	like	ProCam	or	Camera+	2,	which	let	you	adjust
settings	like	ISO	and	shutter	speed.Pro	Tip:	Enable	gridlines	in	your	camera	settings	(usually	under	“Settings”	>	“Camera”)	to	help	with	composition.Great	photos	aren’t	just	about	the	camera—they’re	about	how	you	frame	the	shot.	Here	are	some	composition	techniques	for	mobile	photography:Imagine	your	screen	divided	into	a	3x3	grid.	Place	your
subject	along	the	lines	or	at	the	intersections	for	a	balanced,	eye-catching	photo.How	to	Use	It:	Turn	on	gridlines	in	your	camera	settings	and	align	your	subject	accordingly.Use	natural	lines	(like	roads,	fences,	or	railings)	to	guide	the	viewer’s	eye	through	the	photo.Example:	A	path	leading	to	a	sunset	draws	attention	to	the	horizon.Look	for
symmetrical	scenes	or	repeating	patterns—they	create	visually	pleasing,	harmonious	images.Tip:	Center	your	subject	for	maximum	impact.Don’t	fill	the	entire	frame.	Leave	empty	space	around	your	subject	to	create	a	sense	of	calm	or	focus.Perfect	For:	Minimalist	shots	or	highlighting	small	details.Lighting	can	make	or	break	a	photo,	but	with	a
smartphone,	you’ve	got	some	tricks	up	your	sleeve.	Here’s	how	to	use	light	to	your	advantage:Golden	Hour:	The	hour	after	sunrise	or	before	sunset.	The	soft,	warm	light	is	perfect	for	flattering	portraits	and	landscapes.Overcast	Days:	Clouds	diffuse	sunlight,	creating	even,	soft	light—great	for	avoiding	harsh	shadows.Avoid	Midday	Sun:	Direct	sunlight
can	cause	blown-out	highlights	and	deep	shadows.	If	you	must	shoot	at	noon,	find	shade	or	use	your	phone’s	HDR	mode.Indoor	Lighting:	Use	lamps	or	window	light	to	create	mood.	Avoid	mixing	different	light	sources	(like	warm	and	cool	tones).Night	Mode:	For	low-light	situations,	switch	to	Night	Mode	to	capture	more	detail	without	a	flash.Pro	Tip:
Tap	on	your	screen	to	adjust	exposure	manually—brighten	or	darken	the	image	as	needed.Your	phone’s	camera	is	packed	with	features	designed	to	make	your	photos	even	better.	Here	are	a	few	to	try:Creates	a	blurry	background	(bokeh	effect)	to	make	your	subject	stand	out.	Perfect	for	people,	pets,	or	even	objects.Tip:	Keep	your	subject	close	and
the	background	distant	for	the	best	effect.Balances	bright	and	dark	areas	in	high-contrast	scenes	(like	sunsets).	Most	phones	have	an	Auto	HDR	setting—use	it!When	to	Use:	When	your	photo	has	both	very	bright	and	very	dark	elements.Capture	wide	landscapes	or	tall	buildings	by	sweeping	your	phone	across	the	scene.Pro	Tip:	Move	slowly	and
steadily	for	a	smooth	pano.Hold	down	the	shutter	button	to	take	a	series	of	rapid	shots—great	for	action	or	group	photos	where	someone	always	blinks.How	to	Use:	Select	the	best	shot	from	the	burst	later.Even	the	best	shots	can	benefit	from	a	little	editing.	Luckily,	there	are	tons	of	photo	editing	apps	for	mobile	photography.	Here’s	how	to	get
started:Snapseed	(Free):	Powerful	and	beginner-friendly,	with	tools	for	cropping,	adjusting	exposure,	and	adding	filters.Lightroom	Mobile	(Free	with	premium	options):	Great	for	color	correction	and	advanced	edits.VSCO	(Free	with	premium	options):	Known	for	its	stylish	filters	and	film-like	presets.Crop:	Improve	composition	by	cutting	out
distractions.Exposure:	Brighten	or	darken	the	image.Contrast:	Make	colors	pop	by	increasing	contrast.Saturation:	Boost	or	mute	colors—don’t	go	overboard!Sharpness:	Add	a	touch	of	sharpness	for	crisp	details.Pro	Tip:	Less	is	more.	Aim	for	natural-looking	edits	that	enhance,	not	overpower,	your	photo.Mobile	photography	is	inherently	social—
sharing	your	work	is	half	the	fun!	Here’s	how	to	get	your	photos	out	there:Instagram:	The	go-to	platform	for	photographers.	Use	hashtags	like	#mobilephotography	or	#shotoniphone	to	reach	a	wider	audience.Flickr:	A	classic	for	sharing	high-quality	images	and	joining	photography	groups.500px:	Great	for	discovering	and	showcasing	your	work
alongside	other	photographers.Pro	Tip:	Engage	with	other	photographers—comment,	like,	and	collaborate.	It’s	a	great	way	to	learn	and	grow.Like	any	skill,	photography	improves	with	practice.	Here	are	some	challenges	to	keep	you	motivated:Photo	a	Day:	Commit	to	taking	one	photo	every	day	for	a	month.	It	can	be	anything—just	keep
shooting!Theme	Weeks:	Pick	a	theme	(e.g.,	“shadows”	or	“reflections”)	and	focus	on	it	for	a	week.Golden	Hour	Hunt:	Challenge	yourself	to	shoot	only	during	golden	hour	for	a	few	days.Mobile	photography	is	more	than	just	snapping	quick	pics—it’s	a	creative	outlet,	a	way	to	document	life,	and	a	skill	you	can	keep	growing.	With	your	smartphone,
you’ve	got	everything	you	need	to	start	capturing	stunning	images	right	now.	So,	go	ahead—experiment	with	composition,	play	with	light,	and	don’t	be	afraid	to	make	mistakes.	That’s	how	you	learn	and	find	your	unique	style.Got	questions	or	want	to	share	your	progress?	Drop	a	comment	below—I’d	love	to	see	what	you	create.	And	remember,	the
best	camera	is	the	one	you	have	with	you.	Happy	shooting!	These	days,	you	don’t	need	professional	photography	equipment	to	take	stunning	photos.	The	smartphone	in	your	pocket	has	the	power	to	capture	the	kind	of	high-quality	shots	you	can	find	in	magazines	–	and	it’s	extremely	easy	to	use,	too!	That	said,	smartphone	photography	involves	more
than	grabbing	that	iPhone	or	Google	Pixel,	turning	on	the	camera,	and	pointing	it	in	the	right	direction.	To	take	great	photos	with	a	smartphone,	you’ll	need	to	think	about	a	variety	of	elements,	including	composition,	lighting,	and	exposure	settings.	You’ll	also	want	to	consider	the	capabilities	of	your	specific	model	and	even	think	about	purchasing	an
accessory	or	two.	In	the	following	sections,	I’ll	share	everything	you	need	to	know	to	tap	into	your	smartphone’s	photography	potential.	From	choosing	the	right	smartphone	photo	gear	to	understanding	the	various	Android	and	iPhone	modes	and	settings,	I’ll	carefully	guide	you	through	the	process.	I’ll	also	share	with	you	some	simple	tips	so	that	you
can	get	started	creating	awesome,	beautiful,	and	memorable	mobile	phone	photos	of	your	very	own.	Now	grab	your	smartphone	and	get	ready	to	explore	the	power	of	photography.	No	matter	your	skill	level,	there’s	something	here	for	you.	Let’s	dive	right	in!	If	you’re	reading	this	article,	you	probably	already	know	that	smartphones	come	with	some
major	advantages	compared	to	traditional	cameras	like	DSLRs	and	mirrorless	models.	But	before	we	delve	into	the	nitty	gritty	of	smartphone	photography,	I’d	like	to	emphasize	a	few	particular	reasons	why	a	mobile	phone	can	outcompete	a	professional	camera.	First	and	foremost,	the	portability	and	convenience	of	having	a	camera	at	all	times	are
hard	to	beat.	Your	smartphone	is	always	with	you	and	is	always	ready	to	capture	those	unexpected	moments,	whether	you’re	on	a	train,	a	plane,	stopped	at	a	light,	or	in	the	middle	of	your	lunch	break.	Second,	the	various	built-in	features	and	modes	offered	by	smartphones	–	such	as	Portrait	mode,	HDR	settings,	and	Night	mode	–	can	enhance	the
average	beginner’s	images	above	and	beyond	the	shots	they	can	take	with,	say,	a	DSLR.	Yes,	an	experienced	photographer	with	an	expensive	camera	could	create	similar	effects	with	a	careful	approach	and	equally	careful	editing,	but	it	takes	time	and	a	lot	of	effort	to	get	to	that	point.	Third,	a	smartphone	allows	you	to	capture,	edit,	and	share	photos
all	in	one	place;	in	other	words,	it’s	a	one-stop	shop	for	photography.	Imagine	being	on	a	trip,	capturing	a	breathtaking	sunset,	editing	the	image,	and	sharing	it	with	friends	and	family	on	Facebook	–	all	in	the	span	of	about	10	minutes.	This	type	of	ultra-integrated	shooting	certainly	isn’t	possible	on	a	DSLR	and	is	one	of	the	unique	benefits	of
smartphone	photography.	Finally,	the	cost-effectiveness	of	smartphones	compared	to	professional	camera	gear	is	also	a	significant	advantage.	Non-smartphone	photography	can	be	an	expensive	hobby,	especially	when	you	factor	in	lenses,	tripods,	and	other	accessories.	However,	most	folks	already	own	a	smartphone	that	takes	solid	photos	–	and	even
if	you’re	looking	to	upgrade	so	you	can	achieve	the	best	possible	shots,	it	still	won’t	cost	you	an	arm	and	a	leg.	You	can	capture	great	photos	with	pretty	much	any	smartphone.	But	if	you’re	looking	to	capture	ultra-clean	images	and	gain	access	to	cool	features,	you	might	want	to	consider	an	Android	or	iPhone	device	with	photo-centric	capabilities.
Here	are	a	few	key	factors	to	consider	when	choosing	the	best	smartphone	camera:	Not	all	smartphone	cameras	produce	equally	high-quality	photos.	Resolution	is	one	factor	to	consider	here;	more	megapixels	are	often	better,	especially	if	you	want	to	be	able	to	crop	your	shots	without	dramatically	degrading	the	quality.	You	should	also	look	for	a
larger	sensor,	which	will	–	all	else	being	equal	–	allow	you	to	get	sharper,	more	natural	images	when	photographing	in	darker	areas.	Image	stabilization	can	also	come	in	handy,	especially	if	you	often	end	up	with	blurry	photos	in	low-light	situations.	Many	smartphones	offer	more	than	one	camera.	In	addition	to	the	ubiquitous	standard	camera,	you
might	find	a	phone	with	a	wide-angle	and	a	telephoto	camera,	or	even	an	ultra-wide	or	an	ultra-telephoto	camera.	Wider	cameras	are	perfect	for	landscapes,	while	telephoto	cameras	are	ideal	if	you	want	to	photograph	tight	portraits	and	distant	subjects.	As	you	consider	different	options,	think	about	the	camera	type(s)	that	best	suit	your	interests.
More	cameras	usually	mean	more	flexibility,	but	make	sure	to	look	at	the	specs	of	each	one.	The	image	quality	can	often	vary	from	one	camera	to	the	next,	meaning	that	a	48	MP	standard	camera	does	not	guarantee	48	MP	telephoto	images.	Think	about	additional	features	that	might	help	you	with	your	photography.	If	you	want	to	photograph
stationary	scenes	at	night	–	such	as	cityscapes	from	an	apartment	window	–	a	night	mode	can	make	a	huge	difference.	Portrait	mode	can	add	depth	of	field	effects,	while	panorama	mode	is	perfect	for	those	wide	scenic	shots.	These	additional	modes	and	features	can	take	your	photography	to	the	next	level,	but	not	every	smartphone	boasts	every
feature.	Make	sure	that	the	device	you	pick	gives	you	everything	you	need	to	capture	the	shots	you	want	to	create.	Determining	your	budget	is	crucial,	as	smartphones	can	vary	wildly	in	price.	You’ll	want	to	think	about	a	range	that	you’re	willing	to	spend,	then	look	for	the	best	value	within	that	range.	And	don’t	just	think	about	the	cost	of	the	phone
itself.	Consider	the	total	cost,	including	potential	accessories,	image-editing	app	subscriptions,	and	so	on.	If	you	don’t	have	the	budget	to	purchase	a	shiny	new	model,	older	models	with	strong	camera	features	are	definitely	worth	considering.	It’s	all	about	finding	the	right	balance	between	what	you	want	and	what	you	can	afford!	If	you’re	just	getting
started	with	smartphone	photography,	it’s	fine	to	shoot	with	only	your	smartphone.	However,	once	you	become	more	familiar	with	your	phone	camera,	and	especially	if	you	want	to	specialize	in	certain	photographic	genres,	you	may	want	to	consider	purchasing	an	accessory	or	two.	Now,	I’m	not	saying	you	should	rush	out	and	buy	every	gizmo	and
gadget	on	the	market.	Far	from	it.	Instead,	start	by	understanding	your	interests.	Are	you	into	sprawling	landscapes	or	close-up	flower	photos?	Depending	on	your	answer,	your	smartphone	setup	should	look	quite	different.	As	you	grow	more	confident	and	your	skills	start	to	increase,	you	can	begin	to	build	your	kit.	As	you	do,	here	are	a	few	items
worth	considering:	Stability	is	key	in	photography,	especially	for	long-exposure	shots,	and	that’s	where	a	tripod	comes	in	handy.	If	you’re	shooting	a	scene	and	you	want	to	show	off	movement	–	like	a	stream	running	through	a	valley	–	a	tripod	will	keep	your	smartphone	camera	motionless	as	it	records	a	photo	for	several	seconds.	Additionally,	a	tripod
allows	for	consistent	framing	when	capturing	several	shots	that	you	hope	to	blend	together;	this	is	key	if	you	want	to	create	stunning	time-lapses.	Look	for	portable	and	adjustable	options.	Some	tripods	even	come	with	Bluetooth	remotes,	allowing	you	to	take	photos	from	a	distance	without	touching	your	phone.	You	can	simply	mount	your	smartphone
on	the	tripod,	step	back,	and	use	the	remote	to	capture	the	perfect	moment	without	worrying	about	camera	shake.	Perhaps	you’re	looking	to	capture	ultra-wide	landscapes,	detailed	macro	images,	or	photos	of	skittish	subjects?	If	that’s	the	case,	clip-on	lenses	can	help	you	out	by	enhancing	your	smartphone’s	capabilities.	They	come	in	various	types,
including	wide-angle,	fisheye,	macro,	and	telephoto,	and	they	can	certainly	give	you	some	extra	focal	length	flexibility	when	shooting.	Before	buying	a	clip-on	lens,	however,	ensure	compatibility	with	your	smartphone	model.	Additionally,	the	quality	varies	wildly	from	lens	to	lens	–	this	is	something	that	I	have	plenty	of	experience	with!	–	so	it’s	wise	to
read	reviews	and	maybe	even	test	out	a	few	options	before	investing.	While	professional	photographers	often	love	to	use	studio	lighting,	even	serious	iPhone	and	Android	photographers	tend	to	shy	away	from	most	forms	of	artificial	light.	It	cuts	down	on	portability,	and	it	generally	doesn’t	look	that	great.	That	said,	portable	lighting	solutions	are
sometimes	useful	for	smartphone	portrait	and	smartphone	product	photography;	in	particular,	they	can	significantly	improve	lighting	for	indoor	or	low-light	shots.	If	you	need	an	artificial	light	boost,	consider	LED	ring	lights	or	small	portable	LED	panels.	Some	even	come	with	adjustable	color	temperature	for	creative	control.	These	tools	can	help	you
manage	shadows	and	highlights	in	a	way	that	helps	you	craft	the	mood	you	want	to	create,	and	they’re	designed	to	be	ultra-lightweight	and	compact.	Now	let’s	take	a	look	at	the	tips,	tricks,	and	techniques	you	can	use	to	capture	beautiful	photos	using	your	smartphone,	starting	with:	This	tip	is	extremely	basic,	but	you	will	be	amazed	by	the	dirt	and
grime	that	accumulate	on	your	smartphone	lens.	(When	I	reach	for	my	phone,	I	often	find	lots	of	smudges	and	dirt	caused	by	my	kids,	my	pockets,	the	environment,	and	more.)	So	do	yourself	a	favor	and	get	in	the	habit	of	quickly	wiping	your	phone	lens	before	beginning	a	photoshoot.	It’ll	make	your	photos	look	so	much	sharper!	Note	that	you’ll	want
to	pay	especially	close	attention	to	your	smartphone	camera	lens	during	bad	weather;	if	you’re	photographing	in	the	rain,	for	instance,	a	single	drop	of	water	can	turn	the	whole	shot	blurry.	Make	sure	you	wipe	that	lens	clean	at	least	every	few	minutes!	Typically,	when	you	point	your	smartphone	at	a	subject,	the	camera	will	guess	what	you	want	to
photograph.	For	instance,	if	it	recognizes	faces,	it’ll	focus	on	the	faces;	if	it	recognizes	a	person,	it’ll	focus	on	the	person.	This	method	of	autofocusing	can	work	well,	especially	if	you’re	photographing	a	clear	scene	with	an	obvious	main	subject.	But	when	the	scene	is	more	complex	–	you’re	photographing	a	bird	surrounded	by	trees,	for	example	–	your
smartphone	may	get	the	focusing	wrong,	and	the	shot	will	turn	out	blurry.	So	what	do	you	do?	Instead	of	letting	your	smartphone’s	algorithms	determine	your	point	of	focus,	simply	tap	on	your	subject,	and	then	–	voila!	–	you’ll	get	a	sharp	result.	Note:	If	you	want	extremely	fine	control	over	your	smartphone’s	focusing	–	such	as	when	you’re	doing
close-up	photography	–	there	are	a	variety	of	camera	apps	that	allow	you	to	focus	manually	so	that	you	can	rack	the	plane	of	focus	back	and	forth	until	you	get	the	results	you’re	after!	Your	smartphone	camera	has	a	flash,	but	it	really,	really	sucks!	Sorry	–	there	simply	isn’t	a	way	to	sugarcoat	it:	The	flash	on	your	phone	camera	is	not	flattering	for
photos,	whether	you’re	shooting	in	the	daytime,	late	at	night,	landscapes,	flowers,	or	portraits.	So	whenever	you’re	shooting,	keep	that	flash	off.	Instead,	use	natural	light	for	great	results.	For	instance,	shoot	in	the	early	morning	or	the	late	evening	to	get	beautiful	golden	lighting,	or	work	on	cloudy	days	for	soft,	evenly	lit	images.	And	if	you
desperately	need	extra	light,	invest	in	lighting	accessories	designed	for	smartphones,	such	as	an	LED	ring	light.	Sometimes,	the	perfect	shot	requires	a	touch	of	subtlety	–	such	as	when	you	notice	a	beautiful	scene	while	out	walking,	or	if	you’re	watching	your	kids	do	something	especially	cute.	In	such	instances,	using	the	volume	button	to	take	photos
is	a	great	way	to	capture	the	image	without	disturbing	the	subjects	or	making	them	feel	self-conscious.	How	does	this	work?	Some	smartphones	automatically	set	the	volume	buttons	as	an	alternative	shutter	control,	while	others	don’t	default	to	this	option	but	do	let	you	set	it	up	on	your	own	(this	process	is	simple	and	usually	involves	togging	an	item
in	the	camera	settings).	Then,	with	your	smartphone	set,	you	can	discreetly	raise	your	camera	and	nudge	a	volume	button	upward	or	downward.	Remember,	the	key	here	is	to	use	this	technique	with	care	and	ethics.	The	goal	isn’t	to	make	your	subjects	feel	uncomfortable!	Did	you	know	that	you	can	set	image	brightness	(i.e.,	image	exposure)
manually?	It’s	true,	and	you	can	use	this	function	to	control	the	level	of	detail	that	will	appear	in	the	final	photo.	The	details	depend	on	your	specific	smartphone	model,	but	try	tapping	on	the	screen,	then	look	for	some	sort	of	exposure	symbol	(such	as	a	sun).	Swipe	up	(or	drag	the	corresponding	slider)	to	brighten	the	exposure,	and	swipe	down	(or
drag	the	corresponding	slider)	to	darken	it.	Note	that	the	general	goal	is	to	keep	as	much	detail	as	possible	in	the	final	image.	However,	you	can	also	deliberately	brighten	or	darken	an	image	for	creative	effect,	like	this:	HDR	is	a	handy	feature	found	in	most	smartphones	today,	and	you	might	be	surprised	to	learn	how	much	it	can	enhance	your
photos.	It	stands	for	high	dynamic	range,	and	its	primary	purpose	is	to	bring	out	the	details	in	the	shadows	and	highlights.	It	works	by	taking	multiple	shots	at	different	exposures	and	then	merging	them	together	to	create	a	balanced	image.	Most	modern	phones	offer	some	sort	of	HDR	option,	which	can	often	be	toggled	on	and	off	in	your	phone’s
settings.	(It’s	usually	tucked	away	in	the	camera	app	settings.)	What’s	important	is	that	you	make	sure	HDR	is	active	when	you’re	photographing	scenes	with	significant	contrast	between	bright	and	dark	areas.	It’s	especially	useful	for	landscapes	where	the	sky	is	bright	but	the	land	is	shrouded	in	shadow,	or	for	subjects	that	are	lit	from	behind.	As
long	as	it’s	enabled,	HDR	will	work	its	magic	to	even	out	those	contrasts	and	make	the	image	look	more	like	how	your	eyes	see	it.	On	the	other	hand,	there	are	times	when	you	might	want	to	turn	HDR	off,	such	as	when	you’re	aiming	for	a	more	dramatic	or	moody	effect.	It’s	good	to	know	how	to	control	the	feature	so	you	can	make	a	choice	that	fits
your	creative	vision.	Composition	refers	to	the	arrangement	of	elements	in	the	frame.	If	you	want	to	capture	stunning	photos,	you	must	carefully	position	people	and	objects	in	a	pleasing	way.	A	few	quick	pieces	of	advice:	Avoid	placing	your	subject	smack-dab	in	the	center	of	the	frame	Symmetry	often	looks	good	Try	to	include	a	natural	frame	around
your	subject,	like	a	window,	a	doorway,	or	an	arch	If	you	want	especially	beautiful	compositions,	I’d	recommend	using	the	rule	of	thirds,	which	encourages	you	to	position	key	elements	a	third	of	the	way	into	the	image.	See	how	the	chairs	are	positioned	around	the	bottom-third	portion	of	the	frame:	Note	that	you	don’t	have	to	use	the	rule	of	thirds	–
it’s	not	really	a	rule,	just	a	guideline	–	but	it	helps	create	compositions	that	are	well-balanced	and	dynamic	at	the	same	time.	Another	tip	for	great	smartphone	composition	is	the	rule	of	odds,	which	encourages	you	to	group	your	subjects	in	odd-numbered	collections.	(For	some	reason,	odd-numbered	collections	just	tend	to	look	good!)	So	if	you	were
photographing	a	group	of	people,	you’d	want	to	include	three,	five,	or	seven	people	in	a	cluster	–	not	two	or	four.	And	if	you	were	photographing	a	group	of	forks,	you’d	want	to	include	three,	five,	seven,	or	nine.	Make	sense?	As	with	the	rule	of	thirds,	the	rule	of	odds	isn’t	actually	a	rule.	It’s	a	suggestion	–	but	a	good	one,	so	I	do	recommend	you	follow
it	whenever	possible!	Your	smartphone	likely	comes	with	several	photography	modes,	each	offering	a	different	way	to	create	your	images.	Portrait	mode,	for	instance,	will	blur	the	background	and	put	focus	on	the	subject.	This	is	great	for	individual	or	couple	photos	and	can	give	a	professional	touch,	similar	to	what	you	could	achieve	with	a	high-end
camera.	Night	mode	is	another	powerful	feature.	If	you’ve	ever	tried	to	take	a	photo	in	low	light,	you	know	how	difficult	it	can	be,	but	Night	mode	takes	several	images	and	blends	them	together	for	a	clear	and	bright	shot.	And	then	there’s	Panorama.	Want	to	capture	a	breathtaking	landscape?	Panorama	mode	lets	you	take	a	series	of	photos	and	stitch
them	together	into	one	wide	image.	You	don’t	need	to	be	a	technical	whiz	to	use	these	modes.	Just	find	them	in	your	camera	app,	select	the	one	that	fits	your	scene,	and	shoot.	Over	time,	you’ll	get	a	feel	for	when	to	use	each	mode,	but	experimenting	is	the	best	way	to	learn!	So	don’t	hesitate	to	try	these	modes	and	see	what	works	best	for	you.	The
more	you	play	with	them,	the	more	you’ll	understand	what	they	can	do.	That’s	the	first	step	in	becoming	a	more	skilled	and	confident	smartphone	photographer.	A	common	beginner	smartphone	photography	mistake	is	a	crooked	horizon.	After	all,	it’s	so	easy	to	accidentally	tilt	your	phone	when	shooting!	Unfortunately,	crooked	horizons	are	a	major
problem,	and	unless	you	know	how	to	handle	them	(either	in	the	field	or	in	post-processing),	you’ll	be	stuck	with	a	set	of	bad	photos.	Fortunately,	dealing	with	crooked	horizons	isn’t	difficult.	Simply	take	a	moment	to	turn	on	your	camera	grid;	this	will	display	a	set	of	lines	across	the	screen,	which	you	can	then	use	to	level	your	horizons	in	the	field.
You	can	also	handle	crooked	horizons	in	post-processing.	Most	editing	apps	include	some	sort	of	straightening	option,	though	you	will	lose	pixels	in	the	process,	so	it’s	always	best	to	get	it	right	in	the	field!	Leading	lines	are	lines	that	lead	the	viewer	into	the	frame	and	draw	attention	to	the	main	subject.	And	these	lines,	if	used	correctly,	are	insanely
powerful.	When	you’re	shooting	with	your	smartphone,	look	around	for	roads,	buildings,	or	even	furniture	that	can	help	lead	the	eye	to	the	subject.	Technically,	a	leading	line	can	be	pretty	much	anything,	from	outstretched	arms	and	tree	branches	to	road	signs	and	buildings,	so	even	if	you	can’t	see	any	obvious	lines,	I	encourage	you	to	keep	looking!
Once	you	find	a	leading	line,	adjust	your	position	so	that	it	points	to	the	main	subject.	Your	composition	will	instantly	improve!	Here,	I	used	the	row	of	chairs	to	direct	the	viewer	toward	the	building	in	the	background:	Earlier	in	the	article,	I	mentioned	the	value	of	natural	light,	but	it’s	so	important	that	it	deserves	its	own	section.	You	see,	there	is
something	so	pure	and	clean	about	photographing	in	natural	light.	It	looks	great,	it	produces	beautiful	photos,	and	it’s	always	available.	I	love	morning	and	evening	light	because	of	its	golden	hues	and	soft,	flattering	effect.	Overcast	light	is	nice,	too.	And	even	high-contrast	light	produced	by	the	harsh	sun	can	look	amazing	(especially	in	black	and
white).	If	you	shoot	in	heavy	shade	or	at	night,	you	can	still	use	natural	light,	but	you’ll	need	to	use	a	tripod	to	prevent	image	blur.	(Fortunately,	there	are	plenty	of	high-quality	yet	relatively	cheap	smartphone	tripods	to	choose	from!)	This	next	image,	of	a	foggy	morning	out	on	Lake	Michigan,	shows	the	beauty	of	soft	natural	light:	Unless	your
smartphone	offers	a	proper	telephoto	camera,	I	recommend	you	do	as	little	zooming	as	possible.	You	see,	most	zoom	functions	use	digital	zoom,	which	simply	crops	the	image	to	magnify	the	subject.	In	other	words,	it	doesn’t	actually	get	you	closer	to	the	subject;	instead,	it	just	removes	pixels.	Recently,	smartphone	manufacturers	have	developed
algorithms	that	allow	for	slightly	better	results	when	zooming	digitally,	but	it’s	still	always	better	to	get	close	to	your	subjects	instead	of	relying	on	your	device’s	digital	zoom	capabilities.	If	you	own	a	smartphone	with	a	zoom	capability,	and	you’re	not	sure	whether	the	images	are	simply	cropped	or	whether	the	device	boasts	a	genuine	telephoto	lens,
go	ahead	and	read	the	specifications	sheet	(you	can	find	this	on	the	manufacturer’s	website).	In	general,	this	should	clear	things	up,	and	you	can	determine	the	best	approach	for	photographing	distant	subjects.	I	know	that	you	might	be	comfortable	with	the	built-in	camera	app	on	your	smartphone.	But	as	you	grow	in	your	photography	skills,	you’ll
find	that	more	sophisticated	camera	apps	can	provide	you	with	greater	control	and	creativity.	Many	advanced	camera	apps	offer	manual	controls.	Imagine	being	able	to	adjust	the	shutter	speed,	ISO,	and	white	balance,	just	like	professional	photographers	do	with	their	DSLRs.	And	as	I	mentioned	in	a	previous	tip,	some	of	these	apps	let	you	focus
manually	to	pinpoint	exactly	where	you	want	the	sharpest	details	in	your	image.	Some	apps	also	allow	for	a	more	artistic	shooting	process.	They’ll	apply	filters	to	your	camera	feed	in	advance	so	you	can	see	the	world	in	high-contrast	black	and	white,	intense	grunge,	monochromatic	blue,	and	much	more.	If	you’re	in	a	creative	rut,	trying	such	an	app
can	certainly	help	you	out.	Note	that	camera	apps	like	Adobe	Lightroom	Mobile	and	ProCam	offer	significant	manual	capabilities	and	are	generally	user-friendly,	so	don’t	be	afraid	to	experiment	with	them	and	see	what	you	think.	The	work	doesn’t	stop	once	you’ve	captured	a	nice	photo	–	because	with	a	little	post-processing,	you	can	turn	a	good
image	into	a	great	one.	And	the	best	part?	You	don’t	need	to	be	a	Photoshop	wizard	to	do	it.	Most	smartphones	come	with	a	range	of	easy-to-use	editing	apps	that	can	help	you	enhance	your	pictures.	I’d	recommend	starting	with	the	basics:	Crop	your	photo	to	improve	the	composition,	then	adjust	brightness	and	contrast	to	make	the	image	pop.	You
might	also	tweak	the	white	balance	or	add	a	bit	of	sharpening.	Don’t	be	afraid	to	play	around	with	these	settings.	Often,	a	little	tweak	here	and	there	can	make	a	world	of	difference.	Many	of	these	apps	also	offer	filters	and	presets.	These	are	ready-made	settings	that	apply	a	particular	look	to	your	image	with	just	a	single	tap.	They	can	be	a	fun	way	to
explore	different	styles,	but	be	sure	to	use	them	judiciously.	Sometimes,	less	is	more.	If	you	want	to	dive	a	little	deeper,	some	apps	allow	more	advanced	editing	like	layering	and	blending.	You	might	find	these	options	a	bit	more	challenging	if	you’re	new	to	editing,	but	don’t	be	discouraged.	There	are	plenty	of	tutorials	online	that	can	guide	you
through	the	process.	What’s	vital	here	is	to	maintain	the	quality	of	your	image	during	editing.	If	the	app	doesn’t	offer	non-destructive	processing,	always	work	on	a	copy	of	the	photo	rather	than	the	original	file,	and	be	cautious	not	to	over-edit.	Subtlety	often	works	best.	Editing	isn’t	about	changing	what	you	captured;	it’s	about	enhancing	it.	Think	of
it	as	the	final	touch	that	brings	your	photo	to	life.	And	most	importantly,	have	fun	with	it!	Experimenting	with	different	techniques	can	be	an	enjoyable	and	rewarding	part	of	the	photographic	process.	With	a	bit	of	practice,	you	can	capture	amazing	smartphone	photos	of	landscapes,	people,	and	so	much	more	–	even	if	you’re	an	absolute	beginner.
Keep	in	mind	that	photographing	with	a	smartphone	should	be	simple.	At	the	same	time,	an	iPhone	or	Android	camera	is	a	genuinely	powerful	tool	to	explore	the	world	around	you,	capture	memories,	and	express	your	artistic	vision.	There’s	no	right	or	wrong	approach,	so	feel	free	to	experiment	and	find	what	works	best	for	you.	I	encourage	you	to
pick	up	your	phone	and	start	exploring	the	possibilities.	You	might	be	surprised	at	what	you	can	create.	And	remember,	the	best	camera	is	the	one	you	have	with	you!	Now	over	to	you:	What	kind	of	smartphone	photos	do	you	plan	to	take?	Which	of	these	tips	will	you	use	first?	Share	your	thoughts	in	the	comments	below!	Only	3	or	4	years	ago,
smartphone	photography	was	a	joke.	The	photos	were	so	bad	that	you	couldn’t	even	post	them	in	low	resolution	to	be	viewed	on	mobile	devices.	Phones	had	a	fixed	lens,	small	sensor	and	an	awful	performance	in	low	light	conditions	(and	by	low	light	I	don’t	mean	scenarios	such	as	concerts	or	something	like	that	but	even	for	sunrise	and	sunset
shooting)	Recently	things	have	changed,	especially	in	the	last	two	years.	Who	would	have	thought	that	mobile	phones	would	shoot	in	RAW	format,	that	dimension	of	those	photos	would	be	30,	50	or	even	108	MP	and	that	those	file	sizes	would	be	80MB	or	more?	Who	would	imagine	that	you	have	a	couple	of	lenses	on	your	smartphone,	one	for	wide-
angle,	standard	and	telezoom	photos?Can	you	believe	this	is	taken	with	a	smartphone?	Check	out	amounts	of	details,	sunrays,	foreground,	and	background:So	let’s	start	this	comprehensive	guide	to	smartphone	photography	by	looking	at	how	to	choose	the	right	phone.Choosing	the	right	phone	can	be	difficult	(and	often	depends	on	your	personal
preferences)	but	the	best	way	to	start	is	by	going	to	the	DXO	Mobile	reviews	and	read	their	articles	and	reviews.	They	run	sophisticated	tests	and	are	quite	objective,	meaning	that	what	you	read	there	is	quite	likely	to	happen.Also,	their	test	is	not	just	for	photography	but	also	for	video,	so	if	you	are	videographer	it	can	help	you.	The	best	smartphone
for	photography	is	one	that	can	capture	images	in	RAW	format	as	it	stores	more	information	that’s	crucial	for	post-processing.	Purchasing	the	flagship	model	(not	the	lite	version)	is	my	second	recommendation	when	choosing	the	phone.	Like	with	normal	cameras,	this	is	more	expensive	but	it’s	worth	investing	in.	Flagship	models	have	the	best	camera,
battery,	chip,	etc.	All	brands	announcing	their	flagships	models	once	a	year,	so	if	you	buy	a	new	one,	you	have	the	best	thing	for	the	next	12	months.	Now	that	you’ve	selected	your	phone,	you’re	ready	to	head	straight	out	photographing.	Or	are	you?This	shot	was	taken	in	the	middle	of	a	day	where	even	the	best	DSLR’s	would	have	problems	due	to	the
dynamic	range	While	smartphones	have	a	pretty	simple	menu,	they	aren’t	that	different	from	the	standard	menus	on	DSLRs	or	mirrorless	cameras.	Those	menus	are	here	to	help	you	to	get	better	photos	and	to	avoid	errors.	The	first	thing	you	want	to	check	in	your	settings	menu	is	the	resolution.	I	recommend	setting	it	to	the	highest	possible;	don’t
shoot	10MP	if	you	have	40	because	maybe	you’ll	capture	a	great	shot	and	if	it’s	not	captured	at	the	highest	resolution,	you	won’t	get	as	much	out	of	the	file	as	preferred.	Next,	if	possible,	shoot	in	RAW.	The	phone	stores	the	image	in	both	JPG	and	RAW	when	using	this	setting.	That	means	you	can	delete	all	the	files	you	don’t	need	later	on.	Note:	the
RAW	files	on	my	Huawei	are	almost	80MB,	which	is	2	or	3	times	larger	than	the	raw	file	captured	with	my	DSLR	camera.	So	to	save	storage	on	your	phone,	delete	the	unwanted	files.	Despite	the	large	file	sizes,	photographing	in	RAW	is	essential	if	you	want	to	improve	your	smartphone	photography.	Especially	if	you’re	into	landscape	photography.
This	is	because	there’s	so	much	information	in	highlights	and	shadows	that	you	can	work	with.	Only	a	little	bit	of	editing	will	make	the	image	a	whole	lot	better	than	the	original	file.*Tip:	Most	smartphones	have	only	digital	zoom.	Try	to	avoid	this,	shoot	in	full	resolution	and	then	crop	that	photo	in	post-production	–	the	quality	of	that	file	will	be	better
than	the	quality	of	the	photo	taken	with	digital	zoom.	If	you	are	shooting	in	the	highest	resolution,	and	you	want	to	zoom	or	focus	on	something	in	your	photo,	you’ll	have	more	pixels	to	crop	later	and	that	photo	will	have	better	image	quality.	From	wide-angle	to	50x	zoom.	Using	the	5x	optical	zoom	gives	much	better	results	than	using	a	digital
zoomThe	next	thing	that	will	help	you	is	the	famous	rule	of	thirds,	an	assistive	grid	that	helps	you	get	a	better	composition.	The	idea	is	to	place	the	most	important	parts	of	the	photo	on	one	of	the	intersecting	lines	or	along	them;	is	the	sky	the	most	interesting	part	of	your	photo?	Put	horizon	on	the	lower	third.	Do	you	have	good	leading	lines	and	an
interesting	foreground?	Align	the	horizon	to	the	upper	third.There	are,	as	always,	situations	where	you	want	to	break	the	rules.	One	example	is	when	you	photograph	reflections	and	place	the	horizon	in	the	center	to	get	a	’50-50	shot’.	That	being	said,	the	Rule	of	Thirds	helps	you	capture	eye-catching	and	well-balanced	images.The	Rule	of	Thirds	grid
is	turned	on	in	the	second	imageAfter	turning	the	Assistive	Grid	on,	there’s	one	more	thing	you	should	activate	to	get	even	better	images:	the	Horizontal	Level.It’s	easy	to	forget	to	hold	your	camera	straight	when	shooting	in	really	bright	conditions	and	trying	to	correctly	align	your	image	with	the	grid	view.	The	Horizontal	Level	tool	changes	its	color
between	yellow	and	green	to	show	you	if	the	image	is	straight	or	not.	Simply	tilt	your	phone	a	little	back	and	forth	until	it	becomes	green.	Be	careful;	there	are	a	lot	of	critics	out	there	and	if	the	horizon	is	not	straightened,	they	will	mark	you	as	an	amateur...!People	tend	to	always	think	of	the	Timer	function	for	taking	selfies	but	there’s	another	great
advantage	of	it	too.	The	latest	phones	have	50x	zoom	and,	let’s	be	honest,	it’s	really	hard	to	get	a	sharp	image	with	that	big	of	a	magnification	handheld.	So	if	you	want	to	use	that	much	of	a	zoom,	you’ll	need	a	tripod	for	your	smartphone.Here’s	a	short	procedure	on	how	to	do	that:	Mount	your	smartphone	on	a	tripod.Set	the	timer	to	2	seconds	(or
more)Adjust	the	composition	and	tap	to	focusPress	the	shutter	button	and	the	phone	takes	a	delayed	photoThe	main	reasons	that	you	want	to	use	a	tripod	and	delayed	shutter	(especially	when	working	with	extreme	zoom	levels)	are	to	avoid	unwanted	camera	shake	and	to	get	the	sharpest	images	possible.Tip:	adjust	your	focus	to	the	subject	you’re
shooting;	don’t	just	point	and	shoot	without	doing	that.	If	you	have	a	complex	scene,	with	information	in	both	the	foreground	and	background,	focus	on	the	first	third	of	the	scene	to	get	the	maximum	depth	of	the	field	and	ensure	that	a	large	part	of	the	scene	will	be	well	focused.Focus	on	the	first	third	of	the	scene	to	get	everything	sharpSome
smartphones	allow	you	to	choose	between	standard,	vivid	or	smooth	colors	in	your	photos.	This	is	in	many	ways	similar	to	what	we	know	as	Picture	Styles	in	DSLR	cameras	(such	as	landscape,	portrait,	standard	and	neutral)		There’s	no	right	or	wrong	choice	here	and	it’s	not	a	bad	idea	to	choose	something	that	suits	you	best.	However,	if	you	intend	to
edit	your	images	it’s	better	to	leave	it	to	the	standard	one	and	rather	work	on	the	individual	color	changes	in	post-production.	Add	some	blue	color	for	the	atmosphereYour	smartphone	spends	most	of	its	time	in	your	pocket	or	hands.	Those	are	not	clean	places	and	it	results	in	a	lot	of	dirt,	grease,	and	fingerprints	all	over	the	lens	and	screen.	Make
sure	to	clean	those	areas	with	a	microfiber	cloth	before	you	start	photographing.	Be	careful	not	to	scratch	the	lens	when	you’re	doing	this.	Failing	to	clean	the	lens	from	dirt	and	fingertips	will	blur	your	photos	and	in	some	cases,	you	might	get	a	lower	contrast	and	unwanted	flares.Clean	the	lens,	maybe	you	have	water	spray	on	it	Remember	that	the
rules	are	made	to	help	you	get	better	photos	but	sometimes	they	should	be	broken.One	of	the	differences	between	smartphone	photography	and	‘regular’	photography	is	the	different	shooting	modes	you	can	choose	between.	But	which	one	should	you	choose?	The	short	answer	is:	it	depends	on	what	you’re	shooting.	So,	let’s	start	from	the
beginning:With	the	Aperture	Mode,	you	can	blur	the	background	of	photos	to	emphasize	subjects	that	are	within	2	meters	of	your	lens.	Recommended	Reading:	Introduction	to	Aperture	in	Landscape	PhotographyUsing	this	mode	is	as	straightforward	as	it	comes;	choose	the	aperture	you	want	to	use	and	watch	the	background	become	blurry.	If	you
feel	that	the	blur	is	too	much	or	too	little	but	you’ve	already	taken	the	photo,	no	problem!	Simply	tap	on	the	part	you	want	to	have	in	focus	and	move	the	slider	from	left	to	right	to	adjust	the	aperture.For	example,	on	my	Huawei,	I	have	an	aperture	range	from	f/0.95	to	f/16	and	it’s	possible	to	edit	and	save	as	many	versions	as	you	want	from	the
original	photo.	Compare	the	images	and	see	whether	you	like	it	better	with	an	aperture	of	f/1.4	or	f/5.6	and	choose	the	best	one.	This	is	an	especially	nice	feature	for	portrait	photography.Watch	this	video	to	see	how	it	works:Same	shot	at	f/0.95	and	f/16	This	is	a	shooting	mode	that	has	amazed	me.	Depending	on	the	available	light,	it	requires	an
exposure	time	of	a	few	seconds.	Sometimes	it’s	4	seconds,	other	times	it’s	8	seconds	but	the	best	and	most	unbelievable	part	is	that	you	can	get	sharp	results	handheld;	no	camera	shake,	no	blurred	parts	and	if	the	subject	is	not	moving	too	fast	you’ll	get	it	sharp	too.In	Night	mode,	the	smartphone	takes	several	rapid	photos	and	combines	the	image
data	to	get	the	maximum	light	and	color	information.	Utilizing	AI	Image	Stabilization	makes	the	resulting	photos	look	crisp	even	when	shot	handheld,	which	eliminates	the	need	to	use	a	tripod	or	turn	on	the	flash	to	snap	a	great	shot.	Another	impressive	feature	about	this	mode	is	that	while	it	combines	the	photos	to	get	more	information	from	the
shadows	it	also	reduces	burned	highlights.	Shot	in	Night	Mode	in	RAW	with	a	tripodAs	the	name	indicates,	the	Portrait	Mode	is	used	for	taking	photos	where	the	background	is	blurred.	It’s	similar	to	aperture	mode	but	it	has	2	more	advantages:	the	Beauty	and	Bokeh	effects.		Beauty	smoothes	your	face	(some	women	can’t	live	without	that!)	Bokeh
allows	you	to	blur	the	background	lights	with	shapes	of	circles,	hearts,	swirls,	discs,	etc.	A	great	feature	for	Christmas	time	when	everything	is	decorated	with	thousands	of	lights.	Tip:	avoid	shooting	portraits	(and	other	photos)	with	flash	as	smartphones	don’t	have	a	sophisticated	flash	and	the	shadows	will	look	too	harsh.	If	you	don’t	have	any	idea
how	to	shoot	and	use	the	various	settings,	simply	shoot	in	photo	mode	where	everything	is	set	to	auto.	Also	if	you	have	AI	turn	it	on	and	the	smartphone	will	suggest	you	mode	for	shooting.	For	example,	if	it	recognizes	clouds,	the	Blue	Sky	mode	will	turn	on	or	if	you’re	out	in	nature,	Greenery	will	be	activated.		The	Monochrome	Mode	can	be	very
useful	for	shooting	street	and	architecture	photography	or	if	you	want	to	produce	some	fine	art	photos.	Some	smartphones	also	have	a	Monochrome	Aperture	Mode,	Monochrome	Portrait	Mode	and	Monochrome	Pro	Mode	which	give	you	even	more	opportunities	to	explore.	If	you	shoot	in	Black	and	White	you	will	have	to	think	more	about	textures,
patterns,	lights,	and	shadows	then	normal.	You’ll	also	find	that	you	need	to	edit	your	monochrome	photos	to	get	more	contrast	and	impact.	Streets	and	Mediterranean	architecture	looks	amazing	in	Black	and	WhiteWhen	you	want	to	photograph	something	which	is	too	close	to	your	smartphone	and	you	can’t	properly	focus	on	the	subject,	try	the	Super
Macro	Mode.	Compared	to	the	normal	camera	mode,	close-up	shooting	can	capture	more	details	and	even	give	you	small	surprises	that	are	not	easily	noticeable	by	the	eyes.	Most	smartphones	difficulty	focusing	and	become	blurry	at	five	to	six	centimeters	away,	so	this	is	a	great	feature	for	you	who	like	to	take	close	detailed	shots.	The	most	common
subjects	for	Super	Macro	are	flowers,	bugs,	butterflies	or	bees	but	sometimes	you	can	photograph	food	and	get	a	new	and	possibly	better	perspective.		Huawei	has	four	options	for	adding	awesome	effects	for	your	photos.	For	most	of	those	modes,	you’ll	need	a	tripod	and	you’ll	notice	that	they	work	very	similar	to	Bulb	Mode	on	DSLR	cameras.Traffic
Trails	is	great	during	the	blue	hour	for	cityscape	shooting.	Put	your	smartphone	on	a	tripod	and	try	to	catch	the	warm	yellow	and	red	lights	of	cars	against	the	cold	blue	sky.Light	Graffiti	is	a	fun	mode	that	you	can	get	creative	with.	Find	a	light	torch	or	something	similar	and	start	painting	in	the	dark.Silky	Water	lets	you	replicate	the	effects	of	Long
Exposure	Photography	but	most	impressively,	you	don’t	need	any	(expensive)	filters	for	this!	Also,	you	don’t	need	to	think	about	the	exposure	time	either	it’s	in	the	middle	of	the	day,	at	sunset	or	sunrise.	Just	focus	on	your	subject,	push	the	shutter	button	to	start	shooting	and	again	to	end	it.	This	makes	the	sea	blurry,	without	any	patterns	and	give
that	milky	effect	to	rivers	and	waterfalls.	One	of	the	best	things?	No	blown	highlights!	Still,	the	best	thing	about	the	Silky	Water	mode	is	that	you	can	shoot	10,	15	or	more	seconds	handheld	and	get	sharp	photos!	Blurry	parts	like	water,	clouds	or	trees	will	be	blurry,	but	stones,	rocks,	buildings,	etc	will	remain	perfectly	sharp.	This	long	exposure	photo
was	taken	handheld	at	noon	without	any	filtersHere’s	a	video	that	shows	exactly	how	the	Silky	Water	mode	works:	Star	Trails	is	used	for	long	exposures	like	20-30	minutes.	It	can	be	used	to	capture	the	moving	stars	at	night	or	to	completely	blur	any	moving	elements	at	day.Don’t	get	me	wrong,	these	photos	I’ve	shared	are	not	for	winning	awards	but
I	want	to	show	that	even	beginners	can	use	all	these	modes	from	day	one	because	the	smartphone	takes	one	initial	shoot	which	is	used	as	a	background	layer	and	then	it	keeps	on	adding	extra	data	by	taking	continuous	shots	that	focus	on	capturing	areas	which	are	emitting	light.	This	means	that	the	background	layer	never	gets	blown	out	by	too	much
light	and	you	can	keep	shooting	for	as	long	as	you	like	to	capture	more	details	(which	is	not	the	case	with	regular	cameras).	All	these	techniques	require	patience,	so	try	a	couple	of	times	and	make	the	necessary	adjustments	before	you	get	the	perfect	results.	The	only	bad	side	of	photos	captured	in	this	mode	is	that	they	can	only	be	in	JPEG.		Tip:	don’t
edit	files	in	this	shooting	mode	too	much.	Like	I’ve	said,	those	are	jpeg	files	and	since	the	sensor	of	a	smartphone	is	small,	you	get	too	much	noise	and	artifacts	if	you’re	playing	too	much	with	sliders.The	HDR	Mode	is	able	to	recreate	the	same	effects	many	of	us	are	familiar	with	from	regular	cameras	and	post-processing.	This	is	a	technique	that
improves	the	details	in	the	brightest	and	darkest	areas	of	the	image	to	give	a	better	dynamic	range	and	range	of	colors.HDR	shot	that	shows	how	I	was	able	to	capture	the	full	dynamic	rangeMost	modern	smartphones	have	their	own	presets	or	filters	that	you	can	use	to	shoot	with.	Alternatively,	you	can	photograph	without	filters	applied	but	use	them
in	some	of	the	apps	for	editing	later.First	of	all,	make	sure	that	your	smartphone	is	waterproof	and	whether	it’s	IP67	or	IP68.	There’s	a	difference	between	waterproof	and	water-resistant!	Waterproof	means	that	something	is	resistant	to	water	regardless	of	how	long	it	is	submerged,	while	water-resistant	means	that	a	product	can	stop	water	entering
it	to	some	degree	but	not	entirely.	My	advice	is	to	avoid	putting	your	phone	in	the	water	without	any	protection;	at	some	point,	you’ll	have	issues	with	it.	This	could	be	immediately	or	in	a	couple	of	months	but	it’s	something	you	want	to	avoid.When	you	protect	your	smartphone	using	an	underwater	case	or	pouch	you	can	capture	amazing	images	in
the	Underwater	Mode.		An	underwater	image	captured	with	my	smartphoneThe	Pro	Mode	is	my	favorite	of	them	all	as	it’s	where	everything	is	under	our	control.	This	mode	requires	some	more	knowledge	about	the	fundamentals	of	photography	but	it’s	the	mode	you	should	use	to	get	the	very	best	results.Let’s	take	a	closer	look	at	the	tools	and
settings	found	in	this	more	manual	mode:	Metering	is	used	to	choose	the	type	of	exposure	metering.	The	options	are	the	common	center	or	spot	metering	modes	but	your	smartphone	might	have	more	options	to	give	better	results.	Press	the	information	button	on	your	smartphone	to	have	each	metering	method	explained.ISO	controls	the	camera’s
sensitivity	to	light.	A	higher	ISO	gives	you	shorter	exposure	but	introduces	more	noise	and	grain	to	the	photo.A	higher	ISO	gives	you	more	noise	and	blur	but	as	you	can	see	you	can	capture	Milky	Way	with	a	smartphoneShutter	(S)	sets	the	exposure	time	and	all	the	other	perimeters	will	change	automaticallyExposure	compensation	(EV)	changes	the
recommended	exposure	setting	to	make	photos	brighter	(+)	or	darker	(-)Focus	is	used	to	set	the	preferred	focusing	method.	You	can	choose	between	Single	Shoot	Autofocus	(AF-S),	Continuous	Autofocus	(AF-C)	or	Manual	Focus	(MF)White	balance	lets	you	choose	a	preset	white	balance	setting	(AWB,	Cloud,	Tungsten,	etc.)	or	customize	your	settings
based	on	the	light	source.Snow	can	be	tricky	to	photograph	but	I	recommend	to	shoot	with	exposure	+1Tip:	Check	out	your	photo	on	the	screen	after	taking	the	shot.	Make	sure	to	also	check	the	RAW	files	as	they	sometimes	aren’t	exactly	the	same	as	the	JPEG.In	this	chapter,	we’ve	covered	all	the	Shooting	Modes	found	in	your	smartphone.	There’s
no	right	or	wrong	and	you	should	spend	some	time	figuring	out	which	one	best	fits	you	and	the	scene	you’re	photographing.Hopefully,	you’re	already	starting	to	see	a	difference	in	your	images.	Let’s	move	on	and	look	at	the	process	of	capturing	the	image	itself.We	are	done	with	the	camera	settings	and	have	looked	at	the	shooting	modes	available,	so
let’s	look	closer	at	the	different	lenses	and	methods	you	can	use	to	get	the	most	out	of	your	smartphone.Only	a	few	years	ago,	there	were	huge	difficulties	in	photographing	landscapes	with	smartphones	because	they	didn’t	have	a	wide-angle	lens.	The	solution	was	to	invest	money	in	buying	an	extra	clip-on	lens	but	the	additional	problem	was	that
those	lenses	were	not	appropriate	for	all	smartphones,	so	you	needed	to	find	a	lens	for	your	particular	model.	What	happened	next,	after	finding	the	right	lens,	was	that	you	were	left	disappointed	with	the	image	quality.	Most	of	these	lenses	were	plastic,	which	meant	that	placing	them	on	your	phone	severely	reduced	the	image	quality.	It	was	also	a
common	occurrence	that	part	of	the	clip	lens	was	in	the	frame	if	it	wasn’t	placed	correctly.	This	was	a	really	bad	investment	and	the	result	was	even	worse.Everything	has	changed	now	that	wide-angle	lenses	are	built	into	the	smartphone.	Until	this,	you	couldn’t	put	everything	in	the	frame	but	now	you	have	a	wide-angle	and	a	new	perspective.	Some
of	the	smartphones	now	have	a	120-130	degree	field	of	view	which	can	be	very	useful.	Now	that	all	top	brands	have	put	a	wide-angle	lens	in	their	smartphones	it	looks	like	this	is	something	mandatory	for	all	new	models.	With	a	wide-angle	lens,	you	can	include	more	of	the	foreground	and	properly	use	leading	lines,	which	honestly	is	something	I	have
missed	before.This	image	was	captured	using	my	smartphones	wide-angle	lensWith	a	standard	lens,	I	mean	something	similar	to	26-30mm	on	full-frame	cameras.	Those	are	the	standard	lenses	that	smartphones	have	always	had,	so	their	quality	is	really	good.		The	zoom	(or	telephoto)	lens	can	give	some	amazing	possibilities	but	it	depends	on	the
smartphone	you	have.	Make	sure	to	check	whether	it’s	a	digital	or	optical	zoom.	Avoid	using	the	telephoto	option	if	you	have	a	digital	zoom.	The	reason	is	that	the	quality	of	those	files	is	simply	not	good	enough.	If	you	have	the	optical	zoom,	however,	there	are	many	more	possibilities.	The	quality	of	those	photos	is	more	than	good	enough	in	terms	of
smartphone	photos.This	image	was	taken	at	a	15-meter	distance	using	a	5x	optical	zoomAnother	great	feature	that	people	like	to	use	on	their	smartphones	is	the	Panorama	Mode.	You	can	take	horizontal	and	vertical	panoramas	for	extremely	wide	photos	and	it’s	quite	simple:	just	point	and	shoot	and	you’ll	have	immediately	stitched	panorama	in	a	few
seconds.	Should	you	be	photographing	in	landscape	or	portrait	orientation?	There’s	no	right	answer	to	this	question	but	I	don’t	recommend	that	you	shoot	in	portrait	format	just	because	it	looks	better	on	your	phone	when	scrolling	through	social	media.	Make	it	a	habit	to	explore	with	other	orientations	too.	Try	shooting	in	landscape	format	by	turning
your	phone	around	or	perhaps	try	shooting	in	1×1.	Experiment	and	you’ll	find	what	suits	you	best.Choose	the	format	depending	on	your	subject,	not	on	the	social	media	formatMost	people	don’t	take	smartphone	photography	too	seriously	and	leave	the	images	on	the	phone	without	ever	doing	anything	with	them.With	the	growth	of	Instagram	and
other	social	media,	there	are	more	and	more	people	who	are	trying	to	edit	their	images.	Typically,	these	photos	are	being	edited	with	smartphone	applications	such	as	Lightroom	for	mobile,	Adobe	Photoshop	Express,	VSCO,	Snapseed,	Photo	Collage	and	Afterlight	2.	Most	of	those	applications	are	free,	so	you	just	need	to	download	them	and
register.All	of	the	applications	have	their	own	presets	that	I	highly	recommend	you	try.	Some	of	them	can	be	very	useful	and	with	just	one	click	you’ll	get	a	much	better	photo.	It’s	also	very	popular	to	buy	someone’s	Lightroom	presets	these	days	and	you	can	instantly	replicate	the	effects	of	your	favorite	photographers.	However,	if	you’re	an	advanced
user	it’s	better	to	make	your	own	style	and	edit	your	photos	in	your	way.	You	can	even	make	your	own	presets	and	sell	them	to	other	users.	It’s	quite	simple	to	transfer	presets	stored	on	your	own	computer	to	your	smartphone	and	then	use	them	in	Lightroom	mobile.		Are	you	familiar	with	the	statement	the	best	camera	is	the	one	you	have	with	you?	If
you’re	unprepared	and	don’t	have	your	‘proper’	photo	equipment	available	it	may	still	be	possible	to	get	the	shot	with	a	smartphone.	But	what	next?	All	the	editing	applications	mentioned	above	are	rather	limited	as	you	don’t	have	all	the	features	as	you’d	have	on	the	computer	version.	So	if	you	have	a	really	good	photo	that	you	know	is	portfolio
worthy,	you	can	choose	to	edit	it	later	on	the	computer.	Trust	me,	it	is	worth	it.		Besides	that,	there	are	so	many	mobile	photography	contests	out	there,	so	why	not	give	the	image	a	little	extra	love	and	try	your	luck?Add	some	mood	to	your	photos	by	editing	themMost	people	use	VSCO,	Snapseed	and	other	similar	applications	for	post-processing	but	I
really	like	Lightroom	for	Mobile	because	it	gives	me	total	control.	It	also	has	the	most	features	of	all	these	applications	and	it’s	not	that	complicated	to	learn.Lets	me	show	you	how	it	can	be	done	by	editing	this	image:When	capturing	this	image	I	focused	on	having	all	the	information	in	the	highlights	and	didn’t	pay	too	much	attention	to	the
shadows.	As	you	can	see,	it’s	pretty	dark.	Here	comes	the	part	I’ve	been	repeating	all	the	time:	shoot	in	RAW!	I	know	my	camera	and	I’m	pretty	sure	that	this	underexposed	image	can	be	fixed	in	just	a	few	steps.	It	might	look	too	dark	at	first	glance	but	I’ve	done	this	many	times	before	and	I’m	sure	I	can	recover	those	shadows.	In	Lightroom’s	Light
Menu	I’ve	pulled	my	shadows	and	blacks	all	the	way	to	+90	and	set	the	exposure	to	+0,86.	This	resulted	in	the	highlights	becoming	a	little	too	bright	so	I	reduced	the	Highlights	to	-33	and	Whites	to	-40.	That’s	it!	The	photo	and	image	quality	weren’t	destroyed,	it	doesn’t	look	like	an	overdone	HDR	edit	and	we’re	left	with	lots	of	information	and	a	well-
balanced	image.	Had	I	shot	this	in	JPG	instead,	it	would’ve	been	a	quite	different	story	(hint:	I	wouldn’t	have	anything)I	also	wanted	to	have	a	little	more	yellow	tones	in	the	image	as	it	was	a	warm	day.	This	was	done	by	going	to	the	Effects	menu	and	choosing	Split	Tone.	Yes,	this	could	be	done	with	the	White	Balance	slider	but	I	wasn’t	sure	how	it	will
look	like	if	I	warm	the	entire	scene.	Instead,	I	decided	to	only	warm	up	the	highlights	and	not	so	much	the	shadows.	There	are	only	two	things	left	to	do:	I	don’t	like	the	color	of	the	sky	as	the	blue	tones	don’t	match	with	the	rest	of	the	photo	due	to	all	yellow	tones.	So,	in	Color	Mode	I	selected	the	Mix	section	and	moved	the	blue	Hue	slider	to	the	left.	I
also	moved	the	Saturation	slider	to	the	left.	I	like	the	architecture	of	the	building	so	I	want	to	add	more	sharpness	and	micro-contrast.	This	is	done	in	Effects	menu	increasing	the	Clarity	slider	to	+9	and	Dehaze	slider	to	+3.	(Be	careful	with	those	2	slider	because	they	can	change	photo	a	lot)Heres	the	final	result:So,	is	it	worth	shooting	in	RAW?	Yes!
Is	it	worth	to	edit	photos?	Yes!After	you’re	satisfied	with	the	shot,	it’s	time	to	share	it	with	the	world:	Instagram,	Facebook,	Twitter	they’re	all	waiting	for	your	photos.	Millions	of	people	are	on	social	networks	so	join	them.	If	you’re	really	good,	your	photos	won’t	go	unnoticed.	Just	take	your	time	and	publish	only	the	best.	Maybe	something	good	will
happen	for	you!Be	careful	so	you	don’t	get	addicted	and	don’t	publish	your	photos	because	you	have	to	or	because	you	didn’t	publish	anything	in	a	while.As	I’ve	mentioned,	things	in	mobile	photography	are	constantly	changing	for	the	better.	Now	that	you	don’t	need	clip-on	lenses	anymore	(as	wide-angle,	macro	or	telephoto	lenses	are	already	built
into	your	smartphone),	you	can	instead	invest	that	money	into	other	accessories.First	on	the	list	for	most	people	is	the	selfie	stick,	which	is	a	nice	thing	for	taking	photos	of	your	vacation.	However,	if	you	want	to	buy	the	selfie	stick	try	to	buy	one	with	a	tripod	included,	a	2	in	1	version.	This	will	become	beneficial	at	some	point.	Tripods	are	going	to	be
essential	if	you	want	to	improve	your	smartphone	photography.	Joby	tripods	are	something	to	think	about	because	you	can	put	them	almost	everywhere.	If	you	already	have	a	tripod,	you	can	buy	something	similar	to	a	Manfrotto	smartphone	clamp	and	mount	it	onto	the	existing	one.	The	advantage	is	that	you’ll	have	a	higher	perspective.	If	you	are
buying	a	regular	tripod	for	a	smartphone	you’ll	be	quite	close	to	the	ground	and	that	can	be	a	problem	sometimes.	Another	great	accessory	is	a	360	camera.	This	gives	you	a	whole	new	perspective	and	quite	interesting	photos.	There	are	a	few	applications	for	editing	those	photos,	such	as	Theta.	Just	download	it	and	you’ll	find	that	you	can	get	multiple
photos	from	the	same	file;	choose	between	a	mirror	ball,	little	planet	or	fisheye	image.	Waterproof	cases	are	a	must-have	accessory	if	you	want	to	shoot	underwater.	Find	the	best	model	for	your	phone	and	try	your	luck	in	the	water!	Be	careful	because	water	magnifies	things,	so	subjects	in	the	water	are	going	to	look	larger	than	above	water.Before
we	head	over	to	the	conclusion	I	want	to	give	you	a	list	of	extra	tips	that	can	help	you	get	even	better	images	using	your	smartphone:	Use	Pro	Mode	whenever	you	can	as	this	gives	you	full	control	over	all	the	parametersAlways	shoot	in	RAW	format	and	edit	those	files	in	Lightroom	or	Snapseed	to	get	something	more	than	just	a	regular	shoot.	This
gives	you	a	better	dynamic	range.Photograph	during	the	best	light.	Yes,	it’s	ok	to	shoot	during	the	day	but	if	you	want	something	extra	special,	get	up	early	in	the	morning	for	sunrise	or	take	sunset	shots	at	the	end	of	the	day.Try	to	capture	the	mood	of	a	scene.	Sometimes	bad	weather	can	be	great	for	thisDon’t	hesitate	to	take	a	shot,	just	pull	your
smartphone	and	do	it!	It’s	much	easier	to	use	your	mobile	phone	than	a	big	DSLR	and	telephoto	lens.	Take	your	time	when	shooting	and	take	advantage	of	the	grids	and	horizontal	level	on	your	screen.	It	only	takes	a	few	seconds	to	get	everything	right.	Frame	the	scene	using	various	objects	if	possibleUse	the	foreground	to	get	a	greater	depth	of	field
and	use	leading	lines	Focus	one	third	into	the	photo	in	order	to	get	most	of	the	photo	sharp.	Alternatively,	focus	on	the	closest	part	of	the	photo	to	blur	the	background	Share	your	photos	with	other	people.	If	you	think	that	they	aren’t	so	great,	maybe	the	best	way	to	share	them	is	on	your	stories	on	Facebook	and	InstagramTry	exploring	different
perspectives,	don’t	just	stand	and	shoot:	get	low	and	find	an	interesting	foreground.	If	you	are	shooting	kids	or	animals	shoot	from	the	same	level	their	eyes	are	Always	adjust	the	focusAdjust	the	exposure.	Sometimes	the	overall	image	is	too	bright	or	too	dark,	so	compensate	that.	Underexpose	the	image	to	capture	the	cloudsDon’t	limit	yourself	to	just
one	genre	of	photography;	try	something	different	and	you’ll	probably	learn	something	new,	something	that	will	help	you	develop	as	a	photographer	When	you’re	shooting	or	editing	photos,	try	not	to	use	filters	and	preset.	Instead,	create	your	style.	Processing	is	really	important!Most	of	the	smartphones	have	a	time-lapse	option	so	try	to	play	with
that	Add	a	human	(in	yellow	jacket)	to	your	photos,	just	to	get	a	sense	of	scale.	Sometimes	people	don’t	understand	how	the	mountain	is	so	big	without	the	(tiny)	person	in	the	photoPlay	with	reflections:	people	love	them!	Use	a	small	puddle	on	the	street	or	in	nature	and	you’ll	have	something	different	than	usualDownload	all	photos	to	your	computer
after	each	trip	and	store	them	like	you	store	photos	taken	with	your	regular	cameraDelete	the	images	you’re	not	going	to	useGo	outside	and	look	for	new	locations	and	perspectives	Finally,	always	keep	your	smartphones	fully	charged!Comparing	smartphone	photos	to	DSLR	or	mirrorless	cameras	is	a	bit	unfair	as	they	don’t	cost	nearly	the	same
amount	of	money	and	they	don’t	have	the	same	sensor	size.	But	people	will	often	do	that.	Both	smartphones	and	regular	cameras	have	their	customers	and	they	both	have	their	advantages	and	disadvantages.	However,	it’s	the	people	who	are	using	them	that	have	the	capability	to	make	the	difference.	Smartphones	have	the	largest	viewfinder	of	all
cameras	and	you	can	see	most	of	the	errors	immediately.	This	is	different	from	when	you’re	shooting	with	a	DSLR	or	mirrorless	camera	and	you’re	most	likely	not	going	to	see	the	error	until	you’ve	imported	the	images	to	your	computer	(and	then	it’s	too	late)It’s	also	not	always	practical	to	have	your	full	equipment	with	you	but	I’ll	take	a	wild	guess
that	your	smartphone	is	always	in	your	pocket.	After	all,	full	landscape	gear	is	quite	heavy,	while	the	smartphone	is	quite	small	and	light.		Finally,	your	smartphone	can	be	used	as	a	mini-computer;	you	have	a	camera,	photo	editing	apps	and	apps	for	planning	shoots	all	in	one	place,	and	you	can	share	the	result	immediately	on	social	media.	It	goes
without	saying	that	there	are	disadvantages	of	using	a	small	smartphone	to	capture	high-quality,	professional-looking	images	too.The	files	are	still	not	at	the	same	level	as	DSLR	cameras	and	you	will	see	a	difference	when	blowing	the	image	up	to	a	larger	print.	There	are	especially	big	differences	if	you’re	shooting	at	night	or	during	low	light
situations.It’s	also	worth	mentioning	that	the	zoom	and	flash	are	far	away	from	the	quality	you’ll	find	with	a	regular	camera.	Getting	professional	results	using	the	smartphone	isn’t	going	to	be	as	easy	as	if	you	were	using	professional	equipment.That	being	said,	smartphone	photography	is	an	exciting	field	to	follow	and	there’s	no	doubt	you	can	get
amazing	images	with	the	right	phone.	Can	you	see	which	of	the	two	next	photos	are	capture	with	a	professional	DSLR	(Canon	5D	Mark	IV)	and	smartphone	(Huawei	P30	Pro)?	Image	captured	with	a	DSLRImage	captured	with	a	smartphone	Facebook	Twitter	Flipboard	Pinterest	More	Do	you	want	to	take	stunning	photos	with	your	mobile	phone?
Mobile	photography	may	seem	daunting.	But	with	a	few	simple	tricks,	you’ll	be	able	to	shoot	the	kind	of	photos	you	never	thought	possible!	Read	on	to	discover	12	mobile	photography	tips	that	will	dramatically	improve	your	photos.Table	Of	Contents:	Mobile	Photography	TipsClick	any	title	link	below	to	go	straight	to	that	section	of	the	article:1.	Clean
The	Lenses	For	Crystal	Clear	Photos2.	Set	The	Focus	To	Ensure	Your	Subject	Is	Always	Sharp3.	Adjust	Exposure	For	Perfect	Brightness	Levels4.	Use	HDR	For	Evenly-Lit	Photos	With	Amazing	Detail5.	Shoot	In	Portrait	Mode	To	Create	Gorgeous	Blurred	Backgrounds6.	Activate	Burst	Mode	For	Incredible	Action	Shots7.	Switch	Between	iPhone	Lenses
To	Zoom	In	Or	Out8.	Keep	Your	Camera	Steady	For	Sharp,	Shake-Free	Shots9.	Use	The	Rule	Of	Thirds	To	Compose	Beautiful	Mobile	Photos10.	Use	Leading	Lines	For	Powerful	Images	With	Incredible	Depth11.	Experiment	With	Different	Perspectives	For	More	Unique	Images12.	Simplify	Your	Compositions	For	The	Most	Striking	Shots1.	Clean	The
Lenses	For	Crystal	Clear	PhotosYour	mobile	phone	spends	a	lot	of	time	in	your	hands,	as	well	as	your	purse	or	pocket.And	as	a	result,	the	camera’s	lenses	can	get	covered	in	dirt,	dust,	and	fingerprints.A	dirty	lens	will	leave	smudges,	blurs,	or	dust	spots	on	your	photos.And	that	won’t	look	good!So	here’s	the	first	of	our	mobile	photography	tips:If	you
want	clear	and	sharp	photos,	clean	your	phone’s	lenses!Use	a	soft	cloth	(or	even	your	t-shirt)	to	gently	wipe	the	lens.If	you’ve	been	shooting	at	the	beach	or	in	dusty	conditions,	blow	on	the	lens	first.	This	will	remove	any	sand	or	dust	that	may	scratch	the	lens.Cleaning	your	iPhone	lenses	might	seem	obvious.	But	most	people	don’t	remember	to	do
it.So	get	into	the	habit	of	cleaning	the	lenses	on	your	phone.It	will	make	a	big	difference	to	the	clarity	of	your	photos.2.	Set	The	Focus	To	Ensure	Your	Subject	Is	Always	SharpEven	if	your	lens	is	perfectly	clean,	sometimes	your	subject	just	doesn’t	look	sharp.That’s	because	the	camera’s	autofocus	doesn’t	always	focus	where	you	want	it	to.To	ensure
your	subject	is	always	in	sharp	focus,	you’ll	need	to	set	the	focus	point	manually.So,	how	do	you	set	iPhone	camera	focus?It’s	actually	super-easy!Simply	compose	your	shot,	then	tap	on	the	screen	where	you	want	to	set	focus.(You’d	normally	want	to	set	focus	on	your	main	subject.)A	yellow	box	will	appear	to	indicate	the	focus	point.Now,	just	press	the
shutter	button	to	take	your	photo.The	area	that	you	set	focus	on	will	appear	crisp	and	sharp.Anything	in	front	of	or	behind	the	focus	point	may	appear	out	of	focus.Setting	the	focus	is	one	of	the	best	mobile	photography	tips	you	can	learn.It’s	so	simple	to	set	focus.	And	it	results	in	beautifully	sharp	photos	that	will	stun	the	viewer!3.	Adjust	Exposure
For	Perfect	Brightness	LevelsDo	your	photos	often	turn	out	too	bright	(over-exposed)	or	too	dark	(under-exposed)?It	doesn’t	have	to	be	this	way!So,	how	do	you	ensure	your	photos	have	the	perfect	level	of	brightness?You	simply	adjust	the	exposure	(brightness)	before	you	take	a	picture.Adjusting	exposure	in	the	iPhone	Camera	app	is	easy.Start	by
tapping	to	set	focus.	Then	swipe	up	or	down	to	adjust	exposure.Swipe	up	to	make	the	image	brighter.	Or	swipe	down	to	make	it	darker.Try	to	ensure	the	most	important	parts	of	the	scene	are	exposed	correctly.When	they’re	correctly	exposed,	they’ll	have	plenty	of	color	and	detail.Of	course,	sometimes	you	might	want	to	deliberately	under	or	over-
expose	your	photo.For	instance,	you’ll	need	to	reduce	exposure	to	create	a	silhouette	photo	where	your	subject	appears	completely	black.Or	you	might	want	to	increase	exposure	to	create	a	photo	with	bright,	clean	whites.As	you	can	see,	the	iPhone’s	exposure	feature	offers	amazing	control	over	the	brightness	of	your	photos.However,	if	you’re
photographing	a	high-contrast	scene,	it	can	be	difficult	to	achieve	a	good	exposure.Luckily,	the	iPhone	camera	offers	a	great	solution!Read	on	to	discover	one	of	the	best	mobile	photography	tips	for	capturing	well-exposed	photos	of	high-contrast	scenes.4.	Use	HDR	For	Evenly-Lit	Photos	With	Amazing	DetailTaking	photos	of	high-contrast	scenes	can
be	a	problem	when	it	comes	to	exposure.A	high-contrast	scene	has	both	dark	and	bright	areas	–	such	as	a	landscape	with	a	bright	sky	and	dark	foreground.When	you	take	a	photo,	the	camera	struggles	to	capture	detail	in	both	the	shadows	(dark	areas)	and	the	highlights	(bright	areas).You’ll	usually	end	up	with	one	of	two	problems:Either	the
highlights	will	be	correctly	exposed,	but	the	shadows	will	appear	too	dark.	Or	the	shadows	will	be	correctly	exposed,	but	the	highlights	will	appear	too	bright.Fortunately,	the	iPhone	camera	has	an	amazing	feature	that	helps	you	create	more	evenly-lit	photos.It’s	called	HDR.HDR	stands	for	High	Dynamic	Range.	And	it	allows	you	to	capture	detail	in
both	the	shadows	and	the	highlights.So,	how	do	you	shoot	HDR	photos	with	your	iPhone?First,	you	need	to	check	your	HDR	settings.	Open	the	Settings	app	from	the	Home	screen,	and	select	Camera.If	you	want	your	iPhone	camera	to	automatically	shoot	HDR	photos	whenever	it	needs	to,	ensure	Smart	HDR	(Auto	HDR	on	older	iPhones)	is
switched	on.	When	you	shoot,	you	won’t	need	to	think	about	using	HDR	–	your	camera	will	do	the	work	for	you!If	you’d	prefer	to	control	the	HDR	setting	manually	in	the	Camera	app,	switch	Smart	HDR	off	in	Settings.	With	Smart	HDR	switched	off,	you’ll	see	an	HDR	icon	at	the	top	of	the	Camera	app.	Use	this	icon	to	turn	HDR	on	whenever	you	want
to	shoot	HDR	photos.With	HDR	on,	you	can	shoot	beautiful	photos	with	perfect	exposure	throughout	the	entire	scene.5.	Shoot	In	Portrait	Mode	To	Create	Gorgeous	Blurred	BackgroundsDo	you	want	to	shoot	professional-looking	photos	with	dreamy,	blurred	backgrounds?You	might	think	this	is	impossible	with	mobile	phone	photography.But	you	don’t
need	a	professional	DSLR	camera	to	blur	the	background	in	your	photos.If	your	iPhone	camera	has	Portrait	mode,	you	can	easily	blur	the	background	when	taking	pictures.Portrait	mode	is	available	in	the	built-in	Camera	app	on	the	following	iPhones:iPhone	11,	iPhone	11	Pro,	iPhone	11	Pro	Max,	iPhone	XS,	iPhone	XS	Max,	iPhone	XR,	iPhone	X,
iPhone	8	Plus,	and	iPhone	7	Plus.Portrait	mode	uses	depth-effect	software	to	keep	your	foreground	subject	sharp	while	blurring	the	background.So,	how	do	you	use	Portrait	mode?It’s	simple!In	the	iPhone	Camera	app,	select	the	Portrait	shooting	mode	at	the	bottom	of	the	screen.Compose	your	shot,	making	sure	your	subject	is	between	two	and	eight
feet	away.	(The	depth-effect	won’t	work	if	your	subject	is	too	close	or	too	far	away.)When	you	see	the	words	Natural	Light	in	yellow,	you’re	ready	to	take	a	shot.Press	the	shutter	button	to	take	a	stunning	photo	with	a	beautifully	blurred	background!Sometimes,	you	might	not	like	the	blur	effect	in	a	photo.	But	that’s	not	a	problem!You	can	easily
remove	the	blur	and	revert	to	the	regular	version	of	the	image.Simply	open	your	portrait	photo	in	the	Photos	app,	then	tap	Edit.Tap	the	yellow	Portrait	option	at	the	top	of	the	screen	to	remove	the	blur	effect	from	your	photo.	You	can	turn	the	blur	back	on	at	any	time	by	tapping	Portrait	again.If	you	have	the	iPhone	11,	11	Pro,	11	Pro	Max,	XS,	XS
Max,	or	XR,	Portrait	mode	also	has	a	feature	called	Depth-control.Depth-control	allows	you	to	adjust	the	strength	of	the	background	blur…	after	taking	the	photo.To	adjust	the	background	blur,	open	your	photo	in	the	Photos	app,	then	tap	Edit.If	you	have	one	of	the	iPhone	11	models,	tap	the	f-number	icon	at	the	top	left	of	the	screen.	(On	older
iPhones,	you	don’t	need	to	do	this.)You’ll	see	the	Depth	slider	beneath	your	image.	Drag	the	slider	left	or	right	to	make	the	blur	stronger	or	weaker.When	you’ve	finished	editing	your	Portrait	mode	photo,	tap	Done	to	save	the	changes.6.	Activate	Burst	Mode	For	Incredible	Action	ShotsDo	you	find	it	hard	to	capture	great	action	photos	of	moving
subjects?Do	you	often	miss	the	perfect	shot	because	you	don’t	press	the	shutter	button	at	exactly	the	right	moment?This	is	a	common	problem	when	shooting	subjects	that	are	moving.But	the	iPhone	has	a	hidden	camera	feature	that	helps	you	shoot	amazing	action	photos.It’s	called	burst	mode!Once	you	discover	burst	mode,	you’ll	be	able	to	capture
perfect	action	shots	every	time!So	what	is	burst	mode?	And	how	do	you	use	it?If	you	have	one	of	the	iPhone	11	cameras,	activate	burst	mode	by	sliding	the	shutter	button	to	the	left.	The	camera	will	keep	taking	photos	in	quick	succession	until	you	release	your	finger.If	you	have	iPhone	XS	or	older,	just	hold	down	the	shutter	button	to	activate	burst



mode.Within	the	burst	of	images	that	you	capture,	you	should	have	at	least	one	photo	with	your	subject	in	the	perfect	position	or	pose.To	avoid	filling	up	your	iPhone,	you	can	keep	the	best	images	from	the	burst	and	delete	the	rest.To	select	the	photos	you	want	to	keep,	open	the	Photos	app.	Find	your	burst	and	tap	to	open	it.Tap	Select	at	the	bottom
of	the	screen.	Scroll	through	the	images	and	select	the	ones	you	like.	Tap	Done,	then	choose	to	keep	only	the	photos	you	selected.Burst	mode	is	such	an	easy	camera	feature	to	use.	And	it	will	instantly	improve	your	chances	of	shooting	stunning	action	photos.So	ensure	you	use	it	whenever	there’s	movement	or	unpredictability	in	the	scene.Burst	mode
is	perfect	for	photographing	children	and	animals.	It’s	also	great	for	street	photography	and	capturing	people	on	the	move.You	can	also	use	it	to	capture	stunning	water	splash	images.Burst	mode	really	will	take	your	cell	phone	photography	to	the	next	level!7.	Switch	Between	iPhone	Lenses	To	Zoom	In	Or	OutDo	you	have	an	iPhone	with	a	dual-lens	or
triple-lens	camera?If	so,	you	can	easily	zoom	in	and	out	by	switching	between	the	iPhone	camera	lenses.Zooming	in	allows	you	to	capture	a	closer	view	of	the	scene.	And	zooming	out	lets	you	capture	a	wider	angle	of	view.The	lenses	that	you	have	will	depend	on	which	iPhone	model	you	own.The	iPhone	11	Pro	and	iPhone	11	Pro	Max	have	three
lenses:	Wide,	Ultra	Wide,	and	Telephoto.The	iPhone	11	has	two	lenses:	Wide	and	Ultra	WideThe	iPhone	XS,	XS	Max,	X,	8	Plus,	and	7	Plus	all	have	two	lenses:	Wide	and	Telephoto.Single-lens	iPhones	just	have	the	Wide	lens.So,	how	do	you	switch	between	lenses	when	taking	pictures?You	use	the	Zoom	icons	(0.5x,	1x,	and	2x)	at	the	bottom	of	the
viewfinder.0.5x	is	the	Ultra	Wide	lens.	1x	is	the	Wide	lens.	And	2x	is	the	Telephoto	lens.Note	that	you’ll	only	see	the	icons	for	the	lenses	that	you	have	on	your	iPhone.To	use	the	Wide	lens,	ensure	1x	is	selected.This	lens	has	a	moderately	wide	angle	of	view	which	makes	it	suitable	for	most	shooting	situations.To	switch	to	the	Ultra	Wide	lens,	tap
0.5x.This	allows	you	to	zoom	out	to	capture	more	of	the	scene	in	your	photo.	It’s	perfect	for	shooting	landscapes,	cityscapes,	and	architecture.Tap	2x	to	switch	to	the	Telephoto	lens.This	lens	allows	you	to	zoom	in	and	capture	a	closer	view	of	the	subject.	It’s	great	for	situations	where	you	can’t	physically	get	closer	to	your	subject.Below	are	three
photos	of	the	same	scene	captured	with	the	Ultra	Wide,	Wide,	and	Telephoto	lenses.Ultra	Wide	LensWide	LensTelephoto	LensAs	you	can	see,	you	get	very	different	results	depending	on	which	lens	you	shoot	with.If	you’re	not	sure	which	lens	to	use,	why	not	capture	the	scene	with	each	lens	and	then	compare	the	results!8.	Keep	Your	Camera	Steady
For	Sharp,	Shake-Free	ShotsDo	your	photos	sometimes	turn	out	blurry?A	common	cause	of	blurry	photos	is	camera-shake.Camera-shake	happens	if	you	move	the	camera	(even	very	slightly)	when	taking	a	photo.Now,	in	bright	light	conditions,	some	slight	camera	movement	usually	isn’t	a	problem.Because	when	there’s	lots	of	light,	the	camera	uses	a
fast	shutter	speed	(to	avoid	too	much	light	getting	in).A	fast	shutter	speed	freezes	any	movement	in	the	scene,	including	camera	movement.	So	in	bright	light,	your	shots	will	usually	be	nice	and	sharp.But	in	low	light	conditions,	the	camera	has	to	use	a	slower	shutter	speed.	This	lets	more	light	in	over	a	longer	period	of	time.During	this	longer
exposure	time,	any	movement	(including	camera	movement)	will	be	captured	as	a	blur	or	streak.And	this	is	why	you	often	get	blurry	photos	when	shooting	in	low	light	or	at	night.To	capture	sharp	photos	in	low	light,	you	need	to	keep	the	camera	really	steady.If	you	have	an	iPhone	tripod	and	iPhone	tripod	mount,	you	can	use	them	to	keep	your	iPhone
perfectly	still	when	shooting.But	what	if	you	don’t	have	a	tripod?Here	are	a	few	mobile	photography	tips	for	keeping	your	phone	steady	when	you	don’t	have	a	tripod:Rest	your	iPhone	on	a	solid	surface,	such	as	a	wall	or	rock.Hold	your	iPhone	with	both	hands,	making	sure	you	have	a	good	tight	grip.Lean	against	a	wall	or	tree	to	steady	your
body.Position	your	elbows	against	your	body	to	keep	your	arms	steady.Crouch	down	and	rest	your	iPhone	on	your	knee.Just	do	whatever	you	can	to	keep	your	iPhone	as	still	as	possible	–	especially	when	shooting	in	low	light.If	you	do	this,	you’ll	get	the	sharpest	shots	possible.	And	blurry	iPhone	photos	will	be	a	thing	of	the	past!If	you	have	one	of	the
iPhone	11	models,	you	can	use	Night	mode	when	shooting	in	low	light.	This	camera	feature	helps	you	capture	sharper	night	photos	with	better	color	and	detail.But	even	with	Night	mode,	you’ll	still	get	the	best	results	by	keeping	your	camera	as	steady	as	possible!9.	Use	The	Rule	Of	Thirds	To	Compose	Beautiful	Mobile	PhotosGetting	sharp,	well-
exposed	photos	is	crucial.	But	composition	is	equally	important.Good	composition	is	what	sets	apart	an	average	photo	from	an	amazing	one.Composing	a	visually	pleasing	image	involves	careful	positioning	of	the	important	elements	in	the	frame.So	how	do	you	decide	where	to	place	your	main	subject	or	focal	point?You	use	the	rule	of	thirds!The	“rule”
states	that	you	should	position	the	most	important	elements	off-center	–	rather	than	in	the	middle	of	the	frame.This	creates	more	balanced	and	natural	compositions	–	compositions	that	are	engaging	and	pleasing	to	the	eye.Fortunately,	the	iPhone	camera	has	a	handy	tool	to	help	you	compose	using	the	rule	of	thirds.What	is	this	tool?It’s	called
the	camera	grid.To	switch	on	the	gridlines,	open	the	Settings	app	from	the	Home	screen	of	your	iPhone.Scroll	down	and	select	Camera.	Then	ensure	the	Grid	option	is	switched	on	(green).Now,	open	the	Camera	app.You’ll	see	two	horizontal	lines	and	two	vertical	lines	in	the	viewfinder.Now	you	can	use	the	grid	to	help	you	position	the	key	elements	in
your	photo.For	example,	you	could	position	your	main	subject	on	one	of	the	vertical	lines,	or	where	two	gridlines	meet.If	you’re	shooting	landscape	photos,	position	the	horizon	along	the	top	or	bottom	gridline	–	rather	than	across	the	middle	of	the	frame.(You	can	also	use	the	gridlines	to	ensure	the	horizon	is	perfectly	level).The	iPhone	camera	grid
allows	you	to	compose	stunning	photos	using	the	rule	of	thirds.So	make	sure	you	switch	it	on.	And	use	it	to	help	you	decide	where	to	position	the	most	important	parts	of	the	scene.But	remember,	rules	are	made	to	be	broken!	So	once	you’ve	mastered	the	rule	of	thirds,	try	breaking	it	on	purpose.Sometimes,	placing	your	subject	in	the	middle	of	the
frame	can	create	a	striking	image.And	if	the	scene	is	symmetrical,	you	can	use	a	central	composition	to	create	perfect	symmetry	in	your	photo.10.	Use	Leading	Lines	For	Powerful	Images	With	Incredible	DepthDo	your	images	often	look	flat	and	lifeless?Here’s	one	of	the	best	mobile	photography	tips	to	avoid	this:Use	leading	lines.Leading	lines	are
lines	that	lead	from	the	foreground	to	the	background	of	the	scene.A	leading	line	could	be	a	path,	a	road,	a	river,	or	a	railway	line.It	could	be	a	fence,	a	wall,	a	bridge,	or	a	row	of	trees.It	could	even	be	footprints	in	the	snow	or	the	water’s	edge	at	the	beach.You	can	use	anything	as	a	leading	line	–	as	long	as	it	draws	the	viewer’s	eye	into	the	image.To
ensure	the	leading	line	creates	a	sense	of	depth	in	your	photo,	frame	the	shot	so	that	the	line	starts	in	the	foreground.The	line	should	either	lead	into	the	distance	or	towards	your	main	subject.This	is	such	a	simple	composition	technique.	But	it	will	have	a	huge	impact	on	your	mobile	photography.So	whenever	you’re	out	shooting,	look	for	leading
lines.	Then	use	them	to	create	incredible	depth	in	your	pictures.11.	Experiment	With	Different	Perspectives	For	More	Unique	ImagesMost	people	take	photos	from	chest	height	while	standing.But	you’ll	get	far	more	interesting	photos	by	shooting	from	a	different	perspective.So,	always	look	for	an	alternative	point	of	view	when	taking	pictures.Would
the	scene	look	more	interesting	if	you	shoot	from	a	low	angle?Try	crouching,	kneeling,	or	even	lying	on	the	ground.Shooting	from	a	low	perspective	is	great	for	making	foreground	subjects	loom	large	in	your	photo.You	could	also	try	shooting	straight	up	at	a	tall	building,	tree	canopy,	or	decorative	ceiling.What	about	shooting	from	a	high	vantage
point?Could	you	capture	a	more	unique	photo	by	looking	down	on	your	subject?You	could	also	get	closer	to	your	subject	to	capture	its	intricate	detail.You	can	create	fabulous	abstract	images	by	getting	close	and	filling	the	frame.Here’s	another	perspective	technique	you	can	try:Shoot	through	a	“frame,”	such	as	an	archway,	doorway,	or	window.This
adds	wonderful	foreground	interest	to	your	photo.	And	it	draws	the	eye	through	the	frame	towards	the	background.For	really	unique	images,	try	shooting	through	a	semi-transparent	object.You	could	use	frosted	glass	or	a	window	with	water	droplets.You	can	create	wonderfully	abstract	images	using	this	method.So	remember:	Don’t	always	go	for	the
obvious	shot.Try	to	come	up	with	some	different	mobile	photography	ideas	where	you	can	shoot	from	a	more	unique	angle.It	will	make	a	huge	difference	to	your	photography!12.	Simplify	Your	Compositions	For	The	Most	Striking	ShotsThe	best	photos	are	often	the	most	simple	ones.If	there’s	too	much	going	on	in	the	scene,	your	photo	will	be
confusing.	The	viewer	won’t	know	what	to	focus	their	attention	on.So,	always	aim	to	simplify	your	compositions.How	do	you	create	simple	compositions?Here	are	a	few	mobile	photography	tips	for	creating	simple,	striking	photos:First,	try	to	include	only	one	main	subject	in	your	photo.	The	more	subjects	you	have,	the	more	confusing	the	photo	will
be.Second,	ensure	the	background	isn’t	too	busy	or	distracting.You	might	need	to	change	your	shooting	angle	to	eliminate	distractions.Try	taking	a	few	steps	to	the	left	or	right.Or	get	down	low	so	that	you	can	include	more	sky	in	your	photo.Another	option	is	to	get	closer	and	fill	the	entire	frame	with	your	subject.This	is	an	easy	way	to	remove	the
background	completely.And	finally,	try	to	include	lots	of	empty	space	in	your	picture.In	photography,	this	empty	space	is	called	“negative	space.”Including	large	areas	of	negative	space	helps	draw	attention	to	your	subject.And	it	creates	wonderful,	minimalist	photos	that	really	catch	the	eye.So	don’t	forget	one	of	the	most	important	mobile
photography	tips:Keep	your	compositions	simple.	Because	simple	images	are	the	most	striking!


