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Anglican	churches	are	dedicated	to	the	Glory	of	God,	but	are	traditionally	named	after;	a	Patron	Saint,	Jesus	Christ,	The	Trinity	or	a	significant	ministry	event	in	the	life	of	Jesus.	The	members	of	that	church	would	traditionally	in	their	life	of	prayer	and	worship,	seek	to	follow	in	the	footsteps	or	learn	from	the	life	of	their	patron	saint.	The	Blessed
Virgin	Mary,	commonly	known	as	St.	Mary	or	Our	Lady,	has	had	many	prayers	and	devotions	created	that	use	her	life	and	witness	in	scripture,	to	center	and	still	the	hearts	of	Christians	that	we	may	draw	closer	to	God’s	blessings	and	detach	ourselves	from	the	burdens	and	weights	we	carry.	You	will	find	below	some	of	the	traditional	prayers
associated	with	the	life	of	St.	Mary.	These	Marian	Devotions	are	mostly	attributed	to	different	religious	communities	(convents	and	monastaries)	who	would	recite	different	prayers	at	different	times	of	day.	Please	feel	welcome	to	use	these	prayers	as	they	speak	to	you,	whenever	you	may	need	them.	THE	HAIL	MARY	The	first	two	lines	of	this	prayer
are	the	words	of	the	angel	Gabriel	to	Mary,	when	he	announces	that	she	is	with	child	(Luke	1:28).	The	second	two	lines	are	the	words	of	Elizabeth’s	greeting	to	Mary,	when	both	are	with	child	(Luke	1:42).	The	last	for	lines	come	to	us	from	deep	in	history,	from	where	and	from	whom	we	do	not	know.	Hail,	Mary,	full	of	grace,	The	Lord	is	with	you!
Blessed	are	you	among	women,	and	blessed	is	the	fruit	of	your	womb,	Jesus.	Holy	Mary,	Mother	of	God,	pray	for	us	sinners,	now	and	at	the	hour	of	our	death.	Amen.	THE	ANGELUS	This	prayer	is	often	said	at	noon	and	at	six	in	the	evening,	and	sometimes	church	bells	ring	to	remind	us	it	is	being	said.	It	can	be	prayed	with	others	or	individually.	When
praying	with	others,	“V”	is	the	verse	the	leader	says	and	“R”	is	the	response	that	all	make.	The	“Hail	Mary”	is	included	at	intervals	within	this	larger	prayer.	The	Angelus	reminds	us	that	God	became	a	human	being,	taking	on	our	flesh	and	redeeming	us,	body	and	soul.	It	is	customary	to	bow	one’s	head	when	you	come	to	the	words,	“And	the	Word
became	flesh.”	V.	The	angel	spoke	God’s	message	to	Mary,	R.	and	she	conceived	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	V.	Hail,	Mary	…	R.	Holy	Mary	…	V.	“I	am	the	lowly	servant	of	the	Lord:	R.	let	it	be	done	to	me	according	to	your	word.”	V.	Hail,	Mary	…	R.	Holy	Mary	…	V.	And	the	Word	became	flesh	R.	and	lived	among	us.	V.	Hail,	Mary	…	R.	Holy	Mary…	V.	Prayer	for
us,	holy	Mother	of	God,	R.	that	we	may	become	worthy	of	the	promises	of	Christ.	V.	Let	us	pray.	Lord,	fill	our	hearts	with	your	grace:	once,	through	the	message	of	an	angel	you	revealed	to	us	the	incarnation	of	your	Son;	now,	through	his	suffering	and	death	lead	us	to	the	glory	of	his	resurrection.	We	ask	this	through	Christ	our	Lord.	R.	Amen.	THE
MEMORARE	This	prayer	is	ascribed	to	Saint	Bernard,	a	holy	monk	who	lived	in	the	12th	century.	This	name	is	Latin	and	means	“Remember.”	Remember,	most	loving	Virgin	Mary,	never	was	it	heard	That	anyone	who	turned	to	you	for	help	was	left	unaided.	Inspired	by	this	confidence,	though	burdened	by	my	sins,	I	run	to	your	protection	for	you	are
my	mother.	Mother	of	the	Word	of	God,	do	not	despise	my	words	of	pleading	but	be	merciful	and	hear	my	prayer.	Amen.	HAIL,	HOLY	QUEEN	From	medieval	times,	the	final	prayer	of	the	day	was	to	be	directed	to	the	Mother	of	God.	Like	a	mother,	God	will	watch	and	protect	us	as	we	sleep.	Hail,	holy	Queen,	mother	of	mercy,	hail,	our	life,	our
sweetness,	and	our	hope!	To	you	we	cry,	the	children	of	Eve;	to	you	we	send	up	our	sighs,	mourning	and	weeping	in	this	land	of	exile.	Turn,	then,	most	gracious	advocate,	your	eyes	of	mercy	toward	us:	lead	us	home	at	last	and	show	us	the	blessed	fruit	of	your	womb,	Jesus:	O	clement,	O	loving,	O	sweet	Virgin	Mary!	STABAT	MATER	The	Stabat	Mater
is	a	13th-century	Latin	Christian	Hymn	and	Prayer	to	Mary,	which	portrays	her	suffering	as	Jesus	Christ’s	mother	during	his	crucifixion.		The	title	comes	from	its	first	line,	“Stabat	Mater	dolorosa,”	which	means	“the	sorrowful	mother	was	standing”.		The	Stabat	Mater	has	been	set	to	music	by	many	Western	composers,	most	famously	by;	Palestrina,
Vivaldi,	Haydn,	Rossini,	Antonín	Dvořák,	Verdi	and	others.		Please	enjoy	this	English	translation	from	Edward	Caswall,	penned	in	1848.	At	the	Cross	her	station	keeping,	stood	the	mournful	Mother	weeping,	close	to	her	Son	to	the	last.	Through	her	heart,	His	sorrow	sharing,	all	His	bitter	anguish	bearing,	now	at	length	the	sword	has	passed.	O	how
sad	and	sore	distressed	was	that	Mother,	highly	blest,	of	the	sole-begotten	One.	Christ	above	in	torment	hangs,	she	beneath	beholds	the	pangs	of	her	dying	glorious	Son.	Is	there	one	who	would	not	weep,	whelmed	in	miseries	so	deep,	Christ’s	dear	Mother	to	behold?	Can	the	human	heart	refrain	from	partaking	in	her	pain,	in	that	Mother’s	pain
untold?	For	the	sins	of	His	own	nation,	She	saw	Jesus	wracked	with	torment,	All	with	scourges	rent:	She	beheld	her	tender	Child,	Saw	Him	hang	in	desolation,	Till	His	spirit	forth	He	sent.	O	thou	Mother!	fount	of	love!	Touch	my	spirit	from	above,	make	my	heart	with	thine	accord:	Make	me	feel	as	thou	hast	felt;	make	my	soul	to	glow	and	melt	with	the
love	of	Christ	my	Lord.	Holy	Mother!	pierce	me	through,	in	my	heart	each	wound	renew	of	my	Savior	crucified:	Let	me	share	with	thee	His	pain,	who	for	all	my	sins	was	slain,	who	for	me	in	torments	died.	Let	me	mingle	tears	with	thee,	mourning	Him	who	mourned	for	me,	all	the	days	that	I	may	live:	By	the	Cross	with	thee	to	stay,	there	with	thee	to
weep	and	pray,	is	all	I	ask	of	thee	to	give.	Virgin	of	all	virgins	blest!,	Listen	to	my	fond	request:	let	me	share	thy	grief	divine;	Let	me,	to	my	latest	breath,	in	my	body	bear	the	death	of	that	dying	Son	of	thine.	Wounded	with	His	every	wound,	steep	my	soul	till	it	hath	swooned,	in	His	very	Blood	away;	Be	to	me,	O	Virgin,	nigh,	lest	in	flames	I	burn	and
die,	in	His	awful	Judgment	Day.	Christ,	when	Thou	shalt	call	me	hence,	be	Thy	Mother	my	defense,	be	Thy	Cross	my	victory;	While	my	body	here	decays,	may	my	soul	Thy	goodness	praise,	Safe	in	Paradise	with	Thee.	–	Translation	by	Edward	Caswall,		(1849)	Please	click	here	for	additional	Marian	prayer	resources.	[21]	And	after	seven	days	the
thoughts	of	my	heart	were	very	grievous	to	me	again.	[22]	Then	my	soul	recovered	the	spirit	of	understanding,	and	I	began	once	more	to	speak	words	in	the	presence	of	the	Most	High.	[23]	And	I	said,	"O	sovereign	Lord,	from	every	forest	of	the	earth	and	from	all	its	trees	thou	hast	chosen	one	vine,	[24]	and	from	all	the	lands	of	the	world	thou	hast
chosen	for	thyself	one	region,	and	from	all	the	flowers	of	the	world	thou	hast	chosen	for	thyself	one	lily,	[25]	and	from	all	the	depths	of	the	sea	thou	hast	filled	for	thyself	one	river,	and	from	all	the	cities	that	have	been	built	thou	hast	consecrated	Zion	for	thyself,	[26]	and	from	all	the	birds	that	have	been	created	thou	hast	named	for	thyself	one	dove,
and	from	all	the	flocks	that	have	been	made	thou	hast	provided	for	thyself	one	sheep,	[27]	and	from	all	the	multitude	of	peoples	thou	hast	gotten	for	thyself	one	people;	and	to	this	people,	whom	thou	hast	loved,	thou	hast	given	the	law	which	is	approved	by	all.	[28]	And	now,	O	Lord,	why	hast	thou	given	over	the	one	to	the	many,	and	dishonored	the
one	root	beyond	the	others,	and	scattered	thine	only	one	among	the	many?	[29]	And	those	who	opposed	thy	promises	have	trodden	down	those	who	believed	thy	covenants.	[30]	If	thou	dost	really	hate	thy	people,	they	should	be	punished	at	thy	own	hands."	[31]	When	I	had	spoken	these	words,	the	angel	who	had	come	to	me	on	a	previous	night	was
sent	to	me,	[32]	and	he	said	to	me,	"Listen	to	me,	and	I	will	instruct	you;	pay	attention	to	me,	and	I	will	tell	you	more."	[33]	And	I	said,	"Speak,	my	lord."	And	he	said	to	me,	"Are	you	greatly	disturbed	in	mind	over	Israel?	Or	do	you	love	him	more	than	his	Maker	does?"	[34]	And	I	said,	"No,	my	lord,	but	because	of	my	grief	I	have	spoken;	for	every	hour	I
suffer	agonies	of	heart,	while	I	strive	to	understand	the	way	of	the	Most	High	and	to	search	out	part	of	his	judgment."	[35]	And	he	said	to	me,	"You	cannot."	And	I	said,	"Why	not,	my	lord?	Why	then	was	I	born?	Or	why	did	not	my	mother's	womb	become	my	grave,	that	I	might	not	see	the	travail	of	Jacob	and	the	exhaustion	of	the	people	of	Israel?"	[36]
He	said	to	me,	"Count	up	for	me	those	who	have	not	yet	come,	and	gather	for	me	the	scattered	raindrops,	and	make	the	withered	flowers	bloom	again	for	me;	[37]	open	for	me	the	closed	chambers,	and	bring	forth	for	me	the	winds	shut	up	in	them,	or	show	me	the	picture	of	a	voice;	and	then	I	will	explain	to	you	the	travail	that	you	ask	to	understand."
[38]	And	I	said,	"O	sovereign	Lord,	who	is	able	to	know	these	things	except	he	whose	dwelling	is	not	with	men?	[39]	As	for	me,	I	am	without	wisdom,	and	how	can	I	speak	concerning	the	things	which	thou	hast	asked	me?"	[40]	He	said	to	me,	"Just	as	you	cannot	do	one	of	the	things	that	were	mentioned,	so	you	cannot	discover	my	judgment,	or	the	goal
of	the	love	that	I	have	promised	my	people."	[41]	And	I	said,	"Yet	behold,	O	Lord,	thou	dost	have	charge	of	those	who	are	alive	at	the	end,	but	what	will	those	do	who	were	before	us,	or	we,	or	those	who	come	after	us?"	[42]	He	said	to	me,	"I	shall	liken	my	judgment	to	a	circle;	just	as	for	those	who	are	last	there	is	no	slowness,	so	for	those	who	are	first
there	is	no	haste."	[43]	Then	I	answered	and	said,	"Couldst	thou	not	have	created	at	one	time	those	who	have	been	and	those	who	are	and	those	who	will	be,	that	thou	mightest	show	thy	judgment	the	sooner?"	[44]	He	replied	to	me	and	said,	"The	creation	cannot	make	more	haste	than	the	Creator,	neither	can	the	world	hold	at	one	time	those	who
have	been	created	in	it."	[45]	And	I	said,	"How	hast	thou	said	to	thy	servant	that	thou	wilt	certainly	give	life	at	one	time	to	thy	creation?	If	therefore	all	creatures	will	live	at	one	time	and	the	creation	will	sustain	them,	it	might	even	now	be	able	to	support	all	of	them	present	at	one	time."	[46]	He	said	to	me,	"Ask	a	woman's	womb,	and	say	to	it,	`If	you
bear	ten	children,	why	one	after	another?'	Request	it	therefore	to	produce	ten	at	one	time."	[47]	I	said,	"Of	course	it	cannot,	but	only	each	in	its	own	time."	[48]	He	said	to	me,	"Even	so	have	I	given	the	womb	of	the	earth	to	those	who	from	time	to	time	are	sown	in	it.	[49]	For	as	an	infant	does	not	bring	forth,	and	a	woman	who	has	become	old	does	not
bring	forth	any	longer,	so	have	I	organized	the	world	which	I	created."	[50]	Then	I	inquired	and	said,	"Since	thou	hast	now	given	me	the	opportunity,	let	me	speak	before	thee.	Is	our	mother,	of	whom	thou	hast	told	me,	still	young?	Or	is	she	now	approaching	old	age?"	[51]	He	replied	to	me,	"Ask	a	woman	who	bears	children,	and	she	will	tell	you.	[52]
Say	to	her,	"Why	are	those	whom	you	have	borne	recently	not	like	those	whom	you	bore	before,	but	smaller	in	stature?'	[53]	And	she	herself	will	answer	you,	`Those	born	in	the	strength	of	youth	are	different	from	those	born	during	the	time	of	old	age,	when	the	womb	is	failing.'	[54]	Therefore	you	also	should	consider	that	you	and	your
contemporaries	are	smaller	in	stature	than	those	who	were	before	you,	[55]	and	those	who	come	after	you	will	be	smaller	than	you,	as	born	of	a	creation	which	already	is	aging	and	passing	the	strength	of	youth."	[56]	And	I	said,	"O	Lord,	I	beseech	thee,	if	I	have	found	favor	in	thy	sight,	show	thy	servant	through	whom	thou	dost	visit	thy	creation."	6
[1]	And	he	said	to	me,	"At	the	beginning	of	the	circle	of	the	earth,	before	the	portals	of	the	world	were	in	place,	and	before	the	assembled	winds	blew,	[2]	and	before	the	rumblings	of	thunder	sounded,	and	before	the	flashes	of	lightning	shone,	and	before	the	foundations	of	paradise	were	laid,	[3]	and	before	the	beautiful	flowers	were	seen,	and	before
the	powers	of	movement	were	established,	and	before	the	innumerable	hosts	of	angels	were	gathered	together,	[4]	and	before	the	heights	of	the	air	were	lifted	up,	and	before	the	measures	of	the	firmaments	were	named,	and	before	the	footstool	of	Zion	was	established,	[5]	and	before	the	present	years	were	reckoned;	and	before	the	imaginations	of
those	who	now	sin	were	estranged,	and	before	those	who	stored	up	treasures	of	faith	were	sealed	--	[6]	then	I	planned	these	things,	and	they	were	made	through	me	and	not	through	another,	just	as	the	end	shall	come	through	me	and	not	through	another."	[7]	And	I	answered	and	said,	"What	will	be	the	dividing	of	the	times?	Or	when	will	be	the	end	of
the	first	age	and	the	beginning	of	the	age	that	follows?"	[8]	He	said	to	me,	"From	Abraham	to	Isaac,	because	from	him	were	born	Jacob	and	Esau,	for	Jacob's	hand	held	Esau's	heel	from	the	beginning.	[9]	For	Esau	is	the	end	of	this	age,	and	Jacob	is	the	beginning	of	the	age	that	follows.	[10]	For	the	beginning	of	a	man	is	his	hand,	and	the	end	of	a	man
is	his	heel;	between	the	heel	and	the	hand	seek	for	nothing	else,	Ezra!"	[11]	I	answered	and	said,	"O	sovereign	Lord,	if	I	have	found	favor	in	thy	sight,	[12]	show	thy	servant	the	end	of	thy	signs	which	thou	didst	show	me	in	part	on	a	previous	night."	[13]	He	answered	and	said	to	me,	"Rise	to	your	feet	and	you	will	hear	a	full,	resounding	voice.	[14]	And
if	the	place	where	you	are	standing	is	greatly	shaken	[15]	while	the	voice	is	speaking,	do	not	be	terrified;	because	the	word	concerns	the	end,	and	the	foundations	of	the	earth	will	understand	[16]	that	the	speech	concerns	them.	They	will	tremble	and	be	shaken,	for	they	know	that	their	end	must	be	changed."	[17]	When	I	heard	this,	I	rose	to	my	feet
and	listened,	and	behold,	a	voice	was	speaking,	and	its	sound	was	like	the	sound	of	many	waters.	[18]	And	it	said,	"Behold,	the	days	are	coming,	and	it	shall	be	that	when	I	draw	near	to	visit	the	inhabitants	of	the	earth,	[19]	and	when	I	require	from	the	doers	of	iniquity	the	penalty	of	their	iniquity,	and	when	the	humiliation	of	Zion	is	complete,	[20]	and
when	the	seal	is	placed	upon	the	age	which	is	about	to	pass	away,	then	I	will	show	these	signs:	the	books	shall	be	opened	before	the	firmament,	and	all	shall	see	it	together.	[21]	Infants	a	year	old	shall	speak	with	their	voices,	and	women	with	child	shall	give	birth	to	premature	children	at	three	and	four	months,	and	these	shall	live	and	dance.	[22]
Sown	places	shall	suddenly	appear	unsown,	and	full	storehouses	shall	suddenly	be	found	to	be	empty;	[23]	and	the	trumpet	shall	sound	aloud,	and	when	all	hear	it,	they	shall	suddenly	be	terrified.	[24]	At	that	time	friends	shall	make	war	on	friends	like	enemies,	and	the	earth	and	those	who	inhabit	it	shall	be	terrified,	and	the	springs	of	the	fountains
shall	stand	still,	so	that	for	three	hours	they	shall	not	flow.	[25]	"And	it	shall	be	that	whoever	remains	after	all	that	I	have	foretold	to	you	shall	himself	be	saved	and	shall	see	my	salvation	and	the	end	of	my	world.	[26]	And	they	shall	see	the	men	who	were	taken	up,	who	from	their	birth	have	not	tasted	death;	and	the	heart	of	the	earth's	inhabitants
shall	be	changed	and	converted	to	a	different	spirit.	[27]	For	evil	shall	be	blotted	out,	and	deceit	shall	be	quenched;	[28]	faithfulness	shall	flourish,	and	corruption	shall	be	overcome,	and	the	truth,	which	has	been	so	long	without	fruit,	shall	be	revealed."	[29]	While	he	spoke	to	me,	behold,	little	by	little	the	place	where	I	was	standing	began	to	rock	to
and	fro.	[30]	And	he	said	to	me,	"I	have	come	to	show	you	these	things	this	night.	[31]	If	therefore	you	will	pray	again	and	fast	again	for	seven	days,	I	will	again	declare	to	you	greater	things	than	these,	[32]	because	your	voice	has	surely	been	heard	before	the	Most	High;	for	the	Mighty	One	has	seen	your	uprightness	and	has	also	observed	the	purity
which	you	have	maintained	from	your	youth.	[33]	Therefore	he	sent	me	to	show	you	all	these	things,	and	to	say	to	you:	`Believe	and	do	not	be	afraid!	[34]	Do	not	be	quick	to	think	vain	thoughts	concerning	the	former	times,	lest	you	be	hasty	concerning	the	last	times.'"	[35]	Now	after	this	I	wept	again	and	fasted	seven	days	as	before,	in	order	to
complete	the	three	weeks	as	I	had	been	told.	Last	edited:	Dec	26,	2014	Hi,	I	am	an	evangelical,	fundamental	Christian,	and	I	have	a	question	about	Catholicism	that	I	would	love	to	have	answered.	I	understand	that	you	pray	to	Mary	and	the	Saints,	but	what	is	the	biblical	basis	for	this?	As	far	as	I	know,	there	is	none.	Can	someone	please	provide
Scripture	pertaining	to	this?	I'm	not	trying	to	judge,	I'm	honestly	just	curious!	Your	sister	in	Christ,	Jen	Praying	To	Mary	Frank	Jerry	provides	some	basic,	but	solid	evidence	of	why	Catholics	pray	to	and	venerate	the	Mother	of	Jesus.	I	think	you	probably	have	heard	everything	I	have	to	say	on	this	topic,	but	anyhow	here	is	how	I	would	approach	these
arguments	that	your	friend	presents:	She	stated	it	is	wrong	to	pray	to	Mary,	also	that	she	does	not	believe	God	hears	Mary's	prayers	over	her	own.	As	you	already	told	her,	the	Catholic	Church	doesn't	teach	that	we	should	"worship"	Mary	as	we	do	God.	I	am	assuming	that	she	would	agree	that	it	is	okay	for	each	of	us	to	ask	one	another	to	pray	for
each	other.	I	think	if	you	first	tried	to	help	her	to	understand	the	Catholic	Church's	teaching	on	the	Communion	of	Saints,	it	would	help	make	Mary's	intercession	a	little	easier	for	her	to	accept.	Those	that	die	in	God's	grace	are	not	cut	off	from	the	vine.	Jesus'	speaking	of	the	vine	and	St.	Paul's	teachings	on	us	being	the	body	of	Christ	make	this	very
clear.	(Jn	15:1-6,	Rom	12:3-8,	1Cor	12:12-26)	Love	doesn't	end	at	death.	Those	that	die	in	Christ	are	more	alive	then	we	are.	(Mark	12:26)	As	for	the	dead	being	raised,	have	you	not	read	in	the	Book	of	Moses,	in	the	passage	about	the	bush,	how	God	told	him,	"I	am	the	God	of	Abraham,	the	God	of	Isaac,	and	the	God	of	Jacob"?	He	is	not	the	God	of	the
dead	but	of	the	living.	​And	they	also	are	concerned	about	our	welfare.	(Luke	9:30-31)	We	are	told	to	intercede	for	one	another	(1	Tim	2:1)	and	also	told	that	the	fervent	prayer	of	a	righteous	person	is	very	powerful	(Jam	5:16).	Since	death	doesn't	sever	us	from	the	body	of	Christ	and	since	the	prayer	of	a	righteous	person	is	so	powerful,	then	why
wouldn't	a	person	want	Mary	(most	blessed	among	women)	to	pray	for	him	or	her?	A	clear	example	of	those	in	heaven	interceding	for	us	on	earth	can	be	found	in	the	book	of	Revelations.	Rev	5:8	-	And	when	he	had	taken	the	book,	the	four	beasts	and	four	and	twenty	elders	fell	down	before	the	Lamb,	having	every	one	of	them	harps,	and	golden	vials
full	of	odours,	which	are	the	prayers	of	saints.	​Rev	8:	3-4	-	And	another	angel	came	and	stood	at	the	altar,	having	a	golden	censer;	and	there	was	given	unto	him	much	incense,	that	he	should	offer	it	with	the	prayers	of	all	saints	upon	the	golden	altar	which	was	before	the	throne.	And	the	smoke	of	the	incense,	which	came	with	the	prayers	of	the	saints,
ascended	up	before	God	out	of	the	angel's	hand.	​A	good	question	to	bring	up	is,	"How	do	they	know	what	our	prayers	are	in	the	first	place?".	Another	point	which	should	be	brought	up	is	the	prefigurement	of	the	heavenly	kingdom	in	the	Old	Testament.	The	angel	Gabriel	proclaims	in	Luk	1:32	that	Jesus	will	be	given	the	throne	of	David	his	father,	and
he	will	rule	over	the	house	of	Jacob	forever,	and	of	his	kingdom	there	will	be	no	end.	Jesus	is	our	new	King	for	all	time.	It	is	very	interesting	to	study	the	Royal	household	of	a	Near	Eastern	kingdom	in	Old	testament	times.	The	queen	of	the	kingdom	was	not	the	wife	of	the	king...since	he	had	many	wives,	but	was	the	king's	mother.	She	had	an	official
position	in	the	kingdom	and	was	called	the	g'birah	or	Great	Lady.	This	title	implied	a	special	dignity	and	special	powers.	For	biblical	evidence	of	this,	take	a	look	at	1Kings2:12-20.	Here	we	see	Bathsheba	(queen	mother	and	the	mother	of	King	Solomon)	being	asked	to	be	an	intercessor	to	the	King	for	Adonijah	who	knows	that	the	King	can't	refuse	his
mother's	requests.	How	does	the	King	honor	his	mother?	When	Bathsheba	goes	to	visit	her	son,	the	king	stands	up	to	meet	her	and	pay	her	homage.	Then	he	sits	down	on	his	throne	and	places	a	throne	on	his	right	side	for	his	mother	to	sit	on.	Sound	familiar?	As	a	side	note,	Mary	being	the	spouse	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	his	Bride,	just	as	we	the	Church	are
the	Bride	of	Christ,	sits	on	a	throne	in	heaven	as	we	shall	do.	(Rev	3:21)	Can	the	bible	be	any	clearer?	Just	as	we	don't	worship	a	sculpture	or	a	painting	and	take	away	honor	from	the	artist	who	created	it	by	admiring	and	esteeming	the	work	of	art,	so	to	when	it	comes	to	Mary.	When	we	honor	and	exalt	God's	greatest	creation,	Mary,	ultimately	we
give	honor	and	worship	to	God	Himself.	I	think	most	Protestants	should	be	reminded	that	Mary	is	still	Jesus'	mother	and	Jesus	still	honors	her	as	such.	We	can	all	relate	to	a	mother's	love	for	her	child	and	a	child's	love	for	their	mother.	The	love	we	feel	for	our	mothers	is	nothing	compared	to	the	love	Jesus	has	for	Mary.	It	is	a	perfect	love.	Because	of
his	love	for	us	Jesus	didn't	leave	us	as	orphans	or	in	a	broken	home	as	is	the	case	in	many	homes	today.	He	left	us	a	mother,	his	mother.	What	more	could	one	ask	for?	I	told	her	that	it	was	not	recorded	as	many	things	were	not,	that	is	handed	down	to	us	thru	Church	tradition,	which	of	course	she	then	said	"tradition	gets	perverted	over	time"	​If	we
were	speaking	of	man	made	traditions	only,	your	friend	would	have	a	case	on	her	hands.	But	we	are	speaking	of	Sacred	Tradition,	which	the	bible	itself	speaks	of	and	differentiates	from	the	other.	The	bible	is	clear:	2	Thel	2:15:	Therefore,	brothers,	stand	firm,	and	hold	fast	to	the	traditions	that	you	were	taught,	either	by	an	oral	statement	or	by	a
letter	of	ours.	​Just	as	God	preserved	the	Bible(written	Tradition)	through	his	Church,	so	too	has	he	preserved	the	Sacred	Tradition	(oral	Tradition)	through	his	Church.	Again,	I	would	refer	you	to	an	article	I	wrote	which	presents	an	argument	that	demands	the	honest	Protestant	who	follows	it	to	ADMIT	the	existence	of	Sacred	Tradition.	In	fact,	a	great
argument	to	raise	with	your	friend	since	she	denies	her	need	to	accept	Sacred	Tradition	is	the	argument	of	the	knowledge	of	the	biblical	canon	as	we	know	it	today.	Most	Protestants	are	handed	a	nicely	leather	bound	bible	and	never	question	where	it	came	from.	To	them,	the	27	books	of	the	New	testament	fell	from	heaven	conveniently	bound	in	one
book.	Ask	your	friend,	since	she	claims	not	to	accept	any	extrabiblical	tradition,	how	she	knows	which	books	belong	in	the	canon	of	scripture.	No	where	in	the	bible	will	you	find	Jesus	or	his	apostles	EVER	giving	a	list	of	the	books	which	should	be	included	in	the	bible.	In	fact,	the	last	book	of	the	bible	wasn't	even	written	until	possibly	60	years	after
the	death	of	Christ.	So	the	fact	of	the	matter	is,	is	that	knowledge	of	the	limited	number	of	books	which	we	accept	in	our	bible	today	was	given	to	us	by	an	infallible	decision	made	by	the	Church	and	accepted	by	us	today	as	an	extra-biblical	Sacred	Tradition	which	we	MUST	accept.	To	do	otherwise	is	to	cease	to	be	a	Christian.	Hi,	I	am	an	evangelical,
fundamental	Christian,	and	I	have	a	question	about	Catholicism	that	I	would	love	to	have	answered.	I	understand	that	you	pray	to	Mary	and	the	Saints,	but	what	is	the	biblical	basis	for	this?	As	far	as	I	know,	there	is	none.	Can	someone	please	provide	Scripture	pertaining	to	this?	I'm	not	trying	to	judge,	I'm	honestly	just	curious!	Your	sister	in	Christ,
Jen	Can	you	provide	bible	basis	for	why	you	feel	this	would	have	to	be	in	the	bible	in	the	first	place?	Reactions:	Ave	Maria	•••	A	quick	clarification	--	no	one	should	pray	TO	Mary	or	anyone	else	except	God.	However,	we	may	ask	Mary	or	other	saints	in	Heaven	to	intercede	for	us	to	God.	A	few	examples	exist	in	scripture	of	the	Lord	asking	us	to	invoke
those	already	in	Heaven	as	intercessors	in	prayer.	For	example:	Psalm	103	--	"Bless	the	Lord,	O	you	his	angels,	you	mighty	ones	who	do	his	word,	hearkening	to	the	voice	of	his	word!	Bless	the	Lord,	all	his	hosts,	his	ministers	that	do	his	will"	Psalm	148	--	"Praise	the	Lord!	Praise	the	Lord	from	the	heavens,	praise	him	in	the	heights!	Praise	him,	all	his
angels,	praise	him,	all	his	host!"	Revelation	chap.	5	--	"the	twenty-four	elders	[the	leaders	of	the	people	of	God	in	heaven]	fell	down	before	the	Lamb,	each	holding	a	harp,	and	with	golden	bowls	full	of	incense,	which	are	the	prayers	of	the	saints"	Revelation	chap.	8	--	"[An]	angel	came	and	stood	at	the	altar	[in	heaven]	with	a	golden	censer;	and	he	was
given	much	incense	to	mingle	with	the	prayers	of	all	the	saints	upon	the	golden	altar	before	the	throne;	and	the	smoke	of	the	incense	rose	with	the	prayers	of	the	saints	from	the	hand	of	the	angel	before	God"	It	is	also	a	continuous	tradition	of	the	Church	from	its	earliest	days	that	those	who	have	preceded	us	in	Heaven	may	intercede	for	us	to	God.
From	the	standpoint	of	the	Catholic	Chruch,	this	gives	the	teaching	equal	authority	with	scripture.	A	quick	clarification	--	no	one	should	pray	TO	Mary	or	anyone	else	except	God.	However,	we	may	ask	Mary	or	other	saints	in	Heaven	to	intercede	for	us	to	God.	A	few	examples	exist	in	scripture	of	the	Lord	asking	us	to	invoke	those	already	in	Heaven	as
intercessors	in	prayer.	But	a	prayer	is	just	a	request.	We	request	that	the	Saints	pray	for	us,	just	like	when	you	request	a	friend	to	pray	for	you.	The	difference	is	that	we	are	not	worshiping	Saints.	With	God	we	worship	and	adore	with	complete	love.	With	saints	its	like	"gimme	a	hand	will	ya"	Another	example	would	be	how	we	pray	to	God	to	help	heal
someone,	we	would	ask	saints	if	they	could	help	someone	out	by	praying	for	them-	especially	because	specific	saints	are	emphathetic	with	certain	problems.	####^^^***MOD	HAT***^^^###	This	is	just	a	friendly	reminder	for	EVERYONE	that	when	posting	any	information	or	answers	to	any	questions	to	ALWAYS	CITE	your	SOURCE	of	info!	And	if
its	a	personal	opinion	to	say	its	your	opinion.	And	lastly,	do	the	Chirstian	thing,	be	courtous	to	your	fellow	CF	members	We	are	all	here	to	learn	and	grow	in	Christ,	so	be	as	Christ	and	play	nice!	That	being	said,	have	fun!	####^^^***MOD	HAT***^^^###	Because	it	would	be	heretical	otherwise.	Not	necessarily.	It	must	not	disagree	with	Scripture,
but	it	not	all	of	the	word	of	God	is	found	in	the	Bible.	2	Thessalonians	2:15:	So	then,	brethren,	stand	firm	and	hold	to	the	traditions	which	you	were	taught	by	us,	either	by	word	of	mouth	or	by	letter.	The	Church	has	the	fullness	of	the	Teachings	of	the	Apostles,	whether	it	was	taught	by	word,	i.e.	the	Bible,	or	word	of	mouth,	what	we	usually	refer	to	as
Sacred	Tradition,	though	Scripture	is	a	part	of	Tradition,	too.	God	Bless,	Neal	Hi,	I	am	an	evangelical,	fundamental	Christian,	and	I	have	a	question	about	Catholicism	that	I	would	love	to	have	answered.	I	understand	that	you	pray	to	Mary	and	the	Saints,	but	what	is	the	biblical	basis	for	this?	As	we	are	called	to	pray	for	eachother	here	on	earth,	the
Saints	pray	for	us	in	Heaven.	They	carry	out	that	command	of	God	perfectly	as	they	are	united	fully	with	the	Christ	whose	Spirit	dwells	within	us.	Revelation	Chapter	5	8:	And	when	he	had	taken	the	scroll,	the	four	living	creatures	and	the	twenty-four	elders	fell	down	before	the	Lamb,	each	holding	a	harp,	and	with	golden	bowls	full	of	incense,	which
are	the	prayers	of	the	saints;	Revelation	Chapter	8	2:	Then	I	saw	the	seven	angels	who	stand	before	God,	and	seven	trumpets	were	given	to	them.	3:	And	another	angel	came	and	stood	at	the	altar	with	a	golden	censer;	and	he	was	given	much	incense	to	mingle	with	the	prayers	of	all	the	saints	upon	the	golden	altar	before	the	throne;	4:	and	the	smoke
of	the	incense	rose	with	the	prayers	of	the	saints	from	the	hand	of	the	angel	before	God.	Hebrews	Chapter	12	1:	Therefore,	since	we	are	surrounded	by	so	great	a	cloud	of	witnesses,	let	us	also	lay	aside	every	weight,	and	sin	which	clings	so	closely,	and	let	us	run	with	perseverance	the	race	that	is	set	before	us,	2	Maccabees	(Apocrypha)	Chapter	15
11:	He	armed	each	of	them	not	so	much	with	confidence	in	shields	and	spears	as	with	the	inspiration	of	brave	words,	and	he	cheered	them	all	by	relating	a	dream,	a	sort	of	vision,	which	was	worthy	of	belief.	12:	What	he	saw	was	this:	Onias,	who	had	been	high	priest,	a	noble	and	good	man,	of	modest	bearing	and	gentle	manner,	one	who	spoke
fittingly	and	had	been	trained	from	childhood	in	all	that	belongs	to	excellence,	was	praying	with	outstretched	hands	for	the	whole	body	of	the	Jews.	13:	Then	likewise	a	man	appeared,	distinguished	by	his	gray	hair	and	dignity,	and	of	marvelous	majesty	and	authority.	14:	And	Onias	spoke,	saying,	"This	is	a	man	who	loves	the	brethren	and	prays	much
for	the	people	and	the	holy	city,	Jeremiah,	the	prophet	of	God."	Tobit	(Apocrypha)	Chapter	12	12:	[The	Archangel	Raphael	said,]	"And	so,	when	you	and	your	daughter-in-law	Sarah	prayed,	I	brought	a	reminder	of	your	prayer	before	the	Holy	One;	and	when	you	buried	the	dead,	I	was	likewise	present	with	you."	God	Bless,	Neal	Hi,	I	am	an	evangelical,
fundamental	Christian,	and	I	have	a	question	about	Catholicism	that	I	would	love	to	have	answered.	I	understand	that	you	pray	to	Mary	and	the	Saints,	but	what	is	the	biblical	basis	for	this?	As	far	as	I	know,	there	is	none.	Can	someone	please	provide	Scripture	pertaining	to	this?	I'm	not	trying	to	judge,	I'm	honestly	just	curious!	Your	sister	in	Christ,
Jen	The	same	Scripture	that	says	we	can	ask	one	another	for	intercessory	prayer.	In	response	to	the	mod's	post...I'm	sorry,	I	should	have	made	it	more	clear	that	this	is	my	opinion	only,	I	haven't	found	a	source	to	cite	from.	I	certainly	didn't	mean	to	call	Catholics	heretics!	Jen	Hi	Jen,	So	what	you	are	saying	is	that	you	cannot	find	anything	in	the	Bible
that	says	everything	you	should	believe	needs	to	be	found	in	the	Bible?	Do	you	have	any	response	to	all	the	Scripture	that	others	have	provided	as	a	Biblical	basis	for	praying	to	Mary	and	the	Saints?	Pax	Christi,	Richie	Hi,	I	am	an	evangelical,	fundamental	Christian,	and	I	have	a	question	about	Catholicism	that	I	would	love	to	have	answered.	I
understand	that	you	pray	to	Mary	and	the	Saints,	but	what	is	the	biblical	basis	for	this?	As	far	as	I	know,	there	is	none.	Can	someone	please	provide	Scripture	pertaining	to	this?	I'm	not	trying	to	judge,	I'm	honestly	just	curious!	Your	sister	in	Christ,	Jen	My	quick	two	cents	beyond	what	eveyrone	else	has	posted	is	simply	that	Jesus	did	it	(Matt	17:1-8),
so	why	shouldn't	we?	Greg	There	is	no	doubt	in	my	mind	that	the	ancient	Christian	Church	in	the	British	Isles	counted	their	prayers	with	beads,	which	evolved	into	the	Roman	rosary	(and	the	eastern	chotki/lestovka.)	My	grandmother	was	Polish,	and	very	Catholic.	She	never	left	the	house	without	her	rosary,	and	used	to	sit	with	me	in	bed	when	I	was
little	and	prayed	the	rosary	for	me.	I've	also	loved	the	story	of	the	children	of	Fatima,	the	central	message	of	which	is	the	benefit	of	meditating	on	the	life	of	Christ	and	how	beneficial	it	is	for	our	souls.	My	Palestinian	friend	went	to	Jerusalem	and	bought	me	a	wooden	rosary.	I	love	it.	It	is	wooden	beads	strung	together,	with	"JERUSALEM"	imprinted
on	the	cross	in	ink.	I've	had	it	for	a	few	years,	and	I	love	it.	I	was	wondering	if	any	other	Anglicans	pray	the	rosary?	I	want	to	start	praying	it	again,	like	I	did	when	I	was	little.	When	I	was	Orthodox	it	was	an	issue	(my	priest	forbade	it	)	because	of	the	creed	used.	I	see	that	the	creed	in	the	BCP	is	identical	(or	nearly)	to	the	ones	used	in	Roman	Catholic
Churches.	We	Anglicans	seem	to	view	Mary	in	a	similar	way	as	RC's	do,	too.	Would	there	be	any	danger	in	me	praying	the	rosary?	It	would	help	my	faith	ever	so	much.	I'm	just	wondering	if	it's	really	unorthodox	for	Anglicans	to	do.	There	is	no	doubt	in	my	mind	that	the	ancient	Christian	Church	in	the	British	Isles	counted	their	prayers	with	beads,
which	evolved	into	the	Roman	rosary	(and	the	eastern	chotki/lestovka.)	It	didn't.	That	practice--even	in	its	primitive	beginnings--didn't	develop	until	later.	My	grandmother	was	Polish,	and	very	Catholic.	She	never	left	the	house	without	her	rosary,	and	used	to	sit	with	me	in	bed	when	I	was	little	and	prayed	the	rosary	for	me.	I've	also	loved	the	story	of
the	children	of	Fatima,	the	central	message	of	which	is	the	benefit	of	meditating	on	the	life	of	Christ	and	how	beneficial	it	is	for	our	souls.	My	Palestinian	friend	went	to	Jerusalem	and	bought	me	a	wooden	rosary.	I	love	it.	It	is	wooden	beads	strung	together,	with	"JERUSALEM"	imprinted	on	the	cross	in	ink.	I've	had	it	for	a	few	years,	and	I	love	it.	I
was	wondering	if	any	other	Anglicans	pray	the	rosary?	Sure.	Many	Anglo-Catholics	do.	Some	modify	the	prayers,	but	they	use	the	same	rosary	Roman	Catholics	are	familiar	with.	I	want	to	start	praying	it	again,	like	I	did	when	I	was	little.	When	I	was	Orthodox	it	was	an	issue	(my	priest	forbade	it	)	because	of	the	creed	used.	I	see	that	the	creed	in	the
BCP	is	identical	(or	nearly)	to	the	ones	used	in	Roman	Catholic	Churches.	We	Anglicans	seem	to	view	Mary	in	a	similar	way	as	RC's	do,	too.	Would	there	be	any	danger	in	me	praying	the	rosary?	It's	contrary	to	the	Thirty-nine	Articles	for	being	a	set	of	prayers	directed	to	the	Virgin	Mary,	but	as	you	know,	many	Anglicans	don't	consider	the	Articles
relevant	to	our	era.	It	would	help	my	faith	ever	so	much.	I'm	just	wondering	if	it's	really	unorthodox	for	Anglicans	to	do.	If	you	have	any	reservations,	why	not	get	a	set	of	Anglican	Prayer	Beads	(also	called	the	Anglican	rosary)?	They	do	not	pose	any	theological	problems	and	are,	in	fact,	closer	to	chotkis	than	the	Dominican	(RC)	rosary	is.	If	it	helps,	I
don't	see	why	not.	I'm	new	to	Anglicanism,	hesitant	about	church	again,	and	the	random	Hail	Mary	is	what	keeps	me	afloat.	Can't	you	just	change	the	creed	to	the	BCP	one?	The	Creed	is	OK,	and	all	you'd	have	to	do	to	modify	the	Catholic	usage	is	drop	the	second	part	from	the	Hail	Marys.	The	first	part	of	the	prayer	is	from	Scripture	but	the	last	part
("Holy	Mary....")	was	added	fairly	recently	by	the	Pope.	The	main	issue	is	whether	it	is	proper	to	pray	to	any	spirit	other	than	God,	and	the	rosary	very	definitely	is	a	prayer	TO	Mary.	However,	and	as	Ebia	has	noted,	these	things	are	a	matter	of	personal	choice	among	Episcopalians,	so	you	shouldn't	feel	uneasy	about	that,	whichever	way	you	go.	If	you
have	any	reservations,	why	not	get	a	set	of	Anglican	Prayer	Beads	(also	called	the	Anglican	rosary)?	They	do	not	pose	any	theological	problems	and	are,	in	fact,	closer	to	chotkis	than	the	Dominican	(RC)	rosary	is.	I	had	no	idea	that	these	existed!	Do	you	know	where	I	can	learn	more	about	them	or	purchase	them?	I'm	quite	intrigued!	I	had	no	idea	that
these	existed!	Do	you	know	where	I	can	learn	more	about	them	or	purchase	them?	I'm	quite	intrigued!	I'd	suggest	that	you	go	to	Ebay	and	enter	"Anglican	Prayer	Beads"	there.	You'll	see	a	number	of	sellers	about	whom	I	know	nothing,	but	at	least	you'll	see	the	item	and	some	varieties.	You	can	get	simple	wood,	semi-precious	stones,	or	pretty	much
whatever	materials	appeal	to	you.	I'd	recommend	you	also	click	on	the	"sponsored	results"	at	the	bottom	of	the	page.	I	like	Full	Circle	Beads'	stuff,	myself.	That's	the	last	entry.	Then	I'd	recommend	looking	at	the	APB	page	on	Wikipedia	for	the	story	of	the	beads	and	suggestions	for	praying	them.	The	Creed	is	OK,	and	all	you'd	have	to	do	to	modify	the
Catholic	usage	is	drop	the	second	part	from	the	Hail	Marys.	The	first	part	of	the	prayer	is	from	Scripture	but	the	last	part	("Holy	Mary....")	was	added	fairly	recently	by	the	Pope.	The	main	issue	is	whether	it	is	proper	to	pray	to	any	spirit	other	than	God,	and	the	rosary	very	definitely	is	a	prayer	TO	Mary.	However,	and	as	Ebia	has	noted,	these	things
are	a	matter	of	personal	choice	among	Episcopalians,	so	you	shouldn't	feel	uneasy	about	that,	whichever	way	you	go.	Personal	choice?	Good	Praying	the	Rosary	or	other	similar	prayers	is	not	a	matter	of	dogma	so	one	may	hold	various	opinions	on	the	matter.	As	many	Anglican	liturgies	include	such	prayers,	it	should	not	be	an	issue	to	pray	the	Rosary.
My	sponsor/priest	encouraged	me	to	pray	it	and	blessed	my	rosary.	Also,	while	the	Hail	Mary	is	addressed	to	Mary,	the	other	prayers	are	addressed	to	God	and	Mary	is	clearly	not	addressed	in	the	same	way	as	God	but	as	one	who	can	aid	us	by	her	prayers,	and	of	course	the	mysteries	-	the	heart	of	the	prayer	-	direct	us	to	Christ,	the	ultimate	end	of	all
Marian	devotion.	Also,	while	the	Hail	Mary	is	addressed	to	Mary,	the	other	prayers	are	addressed	to	God	and	Mary	is	clearly	not	addressed	in	the	same	way	as	God	but	as	one	who	can	aid	us	by	her	prayers,	and	of	course	the	mysteries	-	the	heart	of	the	prayer	-	direct	us	to	Christ,	the	ultimate	end	of	all	Marian	devotion.	While	that	argument	may	be
made	with	regard	to	some	prayers	that	are	directed	to	Mary,	and	while	they	are	indeed	a	doctrinal	matter,	I	appreciate	the	point.	But	the	rosary--unless	amended--is	a	special	item	and	IS	a	devotional	to	Mary,	not	just	a	request	for	her	intercession,	etc.	But	there's	nothing	preventing	anyone	from	using	whatever	prayers	he	chooses	on	the	beads,	just
as	with	the	Anglican	Prayer	Beads.	I	do	not	dispute	that	it	is	a	devotion	to	and	veneration	of	Mary.	However,	all	Marian	prayers	include	Jesus	and	point	to	him.	I	know	of	no	Marian	prayer	that	does	not,	and	I	have	prayed	many	of	them.	Jesus	is	specifically	called	blessed	in	the	Hail	Mary,	as	is	Mary.	There	is	no	doubt	in	my	mind	that	the	ancient
Christian	Church	in	the	British	Isles	counted	their	prayers	with	beads,	which	evolved	into	the	Roman	rosary	(and	the	eastern	chotki/lestovka.)	My	grandmother	was	Polish,	and	very	Catholic.	She	never	left	the	house	without	her	rosary,	and	used	to	sit	with	me	in	bed	when	I	was	little	and	prayed	the	rosary	for	me.	I've	also	loved	the	story	of	the	children
of	Fatima,	the	central	message	of	which	is	the	benefit	of	meditating	on	the	life	of	Christ	and	how	beneficial	it	is	for	our	souls.	My	Palestinian	friend	went	to	Jerusalem	and	bought	me	a	wooden	rosary.	I	love	it.	It	is	wooden	beads	strung	together,	with	"JERUSALEM"	imprinted	on	the	cross	in	ink.	I've	had	it	for	a	few	years,	and	I	love	it.	I	was	wondering
if	any	other	Anglicans	pray	the	rosary?	I	want	to	start	praying	it	again,	like	I	did	when	I	was	little.	When	I	was	Orthodox	it	was	an	issue	(my	priest	forbade	it	)	because	of	the	creed	used.	I	see	that	the	creed	in	the	BCP	is	identical	(or	nearly)	to	the	ones	used	in	Roman	Catholic	Churches.	We	Anglicans	seem	to	view	Mary	in	a	similar	way	as	RC's	do,	too.
Would	there	be	any	danger	in	me	praying	the	rosary?	It	would	help	my	faith	ever	so	much.	I'm	just	wondering	if	it's	really	unorthodox	for	Anglicans	to	do.	1.	I	don't	recite	the	filioque	clause,	but	I	have	no	problem	with	the	Marian	rosary.	Quite	honestly,	I	don't	remember	the	Nicene	Creed	even	being	a	part	of	it,	but	I	do	recite	the	Apostle's	Creed.	2.
Many	Anglicans	recite	the	Marian	rosary.	We	also	have	our	own	Anglican	rosary.	Both	are	fine.	Thank	you,	all.	I	have	found	a	relatively	inexpensive	Anglican	rosary	from	an	Israeli	vendor	online.	I've	read	about	the	Anglican	rosary,	and	it	seems	much	like	the	Eastern	chotki	that	I'm	used	to.	Thank	you	all	for	your	help	in	this.	There	is	no	doubt	in	my
mind	that	the	ancient	Christian	Church	in	the	British	Isles	counted	their	prayers	with	beads,	which	evolved	into	the	Roman	rosary	(and	the	eastern	chotki/lestovka.)	My	grandmother	was	Polish,	and	very	Catholic.	She	never	left	the	house	without	her	rosary,	and	used	to	sit	with	me	in	bed	when	I	was	little	and	prayed	the	rosary	for	me.	I've	also	loved
the	story	of	the	children	of	Fatima,	the	central	message	of	which	is	the	benefit	of	meditating	on	the	life	of	Christ	and	how	beneficial	it	is	for	our	souls.	My	Palestinian	friend	went	to	Jerusalem	and	bought	me	a	wooden	rosary.	I	love	it.	It	is	wooden	beads	strung	together,	with	"JERUSALEM"	imprinted	on	the	cross	in	ink.	I've	had	it	for	a	few	years,	and	I
love	it.	I	was	wondering	if	any	other	Anglicans	pray	the	rosary?	I	want	to	start	praying	it	again,	like	I	did	when	I	was	little.	When	I	was	Orthodox	it	was	an	issue	(my	priest	forbade	it	)	because	of	the	creed	used.	I	see	that	the	creed	in	the	BCP	is	identical	(or	nearly)	to	the	ones	used	in	Roman	Catholic	Churches.	We	Anglicans	seem	to	view	Mary	in	a
similar	way	as	RC's	do,	too.	Would	there	be	any	danger	in	me	praying	the	rosary?	It	would	help	my	faith	ever	so	much.	I'm	just	wondering	if	it's	really	unorthodox	for	Anglicans	to	do.	Pray	the	Rosary	and	return	to	the	original	church...the	one	that	existed	for	1500	years	before	King	Henry	VIII	rebelled...	Pray	the	Rosary	and	return	to	the	original
church...the	one	that	existed	for	1500	years	before	King	Henry	VIII	rebelled...	THIS	is	what	you	chose	to	make	as	your	first	post	on	Christian	Forums,	James?	Allow	me	to	direct	you	to	one	of	the	three	competing	Roman	Catholic	forums	here	on	CF.	They're	listed	under	"Forums"	and	can	be	accessed	with	the	tab	at	the	top	of	this	page.	Pray	the	Rosary
and	return	to	the	original	church...the	one	that	existed	for	1500	years	before	King	Henry	VIII	rebelled...	Or	one	of	the	pre-reformation	Eastern	schisms	who	all	claim	to	be	the	one	true	and	original	church.	Or	the	SSPX.	Or	the	sedevacantists.	Yeah	--	ultimately	it	comes	down	to	a	personally	discerned	choice	which	one	to	obey.	Can't	avoid	it.	In	any	case
this	is	not	the	subforum	to	vent	such	sentiments	as	expressed	in	your	rather	condescending	post.	Pray	the	Rosary	and	return	to	the	original	church...the	one	that	existed	for	1500	years	before	King	Henry	VIII	rebelled...	Not	only	is	your	first	post	extremely	rude	given	you	are	in	another	denominations	forum	where	we	respect	the	doctrine	of	those
forums,	you	are	factually	wrong	in	your	statement	about	King	Henry	VIII.	The	Anglican	Church	(Church	of	England)	was	started	by	Queen	Elizabeth	I.	King	Henry	VIII	may	have	been	the	catalyst	and	may	have	started	the	process	but	he	did	not	start	it.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even
commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but
not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the
license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or
moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Part	of	a	series	onAnglicanism	TheologyChristian	theologyAnglican	doctrineThirty-nine	ArticlesBooks	of	HomiliesCaroline	DivinesChicago–Lambeth	QuadrilateralEpiscopal	politySacramentsMary	Ministry	and	worshipMinistryMusicEucharistKing	James	Version	(Book	of	Common	Prayer)Liturgical
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monasteriesChurch	of	EnglandEdward	VIElizabeth	IMatthew	ParkerRichard	HookerJames	ICharles	IWilliam	LaudNonjuring	schismLatitudinarianAnglo-Catholicism	(Liberal)Oxford	Movement	Anglican	CommunionAnglican	Communion	historyArchbishop	of	CanterburyAnglican	Communion	Primates'	MeetingsLambeth	ConferenceBishopsAnglican
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Anglican	Marian	theology	is	the	summation	of	the	doctrines	and	beliefs	of	Anglicanism	concerning	Mary,	the	mother	of	Jesus.	As	Anglicans	believe	that	Jesus	was	both	human	and	God	the	Son,	the	second	Person	of	the	Trinity,	within	the	Anglican	Communion	and	Continuing	Anglican	movement,	Mary	is	accorded	honour[citation	needed]	as	the
theotokos,	a	Koiné	Greek	term	that	means	"God-bearer"	or	"one	who	gives	birth	to	God".	Anglicans	of	evangelical	or	low	church	tradition	tend	to	avoid	honouring	Mary.	Other	Anglicans	respect	and	honour	Mary	because	of	the	special	religious	significance	that	she	has	within	Christianity	as	the	mother	of	Jesus	Christ.	This	honour	and	respect	is	termed
veneration.	Mary	always	held	a	place	of	honour	within	the	English	Church,[citation	needed]	but	many	of	the	doctrines	surrounding	her	have	been	called	into	question	over	the	centuries,	most	as	the	result	of	the	Reformation.	While	Protestantism	generally	is	based	upon	interpretation	of	scripture	by	a	variety	of	16th	century	reformers,	who	mostly
rejected	the	practice	of	speaking	directly	to	Mary	and	other	saints	(except	in	certain	hymns,[citation	needed]	e.g.	Ye	Watchers	and	Ye	Holy	Ones,	canticles,[citation	needed]	e.g.	the	Benedicite,	and	Psalms,	e.g.	Psalm	148),	certain	Anglican	traditions,	especially	after	the	Oxford	Movement,	have	allowed	for	Mary	and	the	saints	to	be	addressed.	In	the
12th-century	legends	surrounding	King	Lucius,	the	apostles	Fagan	and	Duvian	were	said	to	have	erected	the	St	Mary's	at	Glastonbury	as	the	oldest	church	in	Britain	in	the	mid-2nd	century.[1]	Later	accounts	pushed	its	origin	still	farther	back	and	credited	its	foundation	to	a	visit	by	Joseph	of	Arimathea	in	AD	65.[citation	needed]	(There	are	some
debatable	rumours	that	elements	may	have	been	pious	forgeries.)	[citation	needed]	The	British	church	generally	preferred	to	dedicate	parish	churches	to	local	saints	credited	with	founding	the	llan	and	introducing	Christianity	to	the	area.	Replacing	these	native	foundations	with	more	generic	dedications	to	St	Peter,	St	Paul,	and	the	Virgin	Mary	was	a
common	aspect	of	the	Saxon	and	Norman	invasions,	in	some	cases	leading	to	oddities	like	the	village	near	Cardiff	still	known	as	St	Fagans	despite	having	had	a	parish	church	dedicated	to	St	Mary,	the	Blessed	Virgin,	since	the	12th	century.	By	the	High	Middle	Ages,	Marian	piety	was	so	widespread	throughout	the	country	that	England	had	become
known	as	the	Dowry	of	Mary.	England	was	the	first	country	to	celebrate	the	Feast	of	the	Assumption,	in	1060.[citation	needed]	Many	of	the	great	English	saints	were	devoted	to	Mary	and	wrote	prayers	about	her.	The	Carmelite	Saint	Simon	Stock	is	said	to	have	received	the	Brown	Scapular	from	her	in	the	city	of	Cambridge	on	Sunday,	July	16,	1251.
Saint	Edmund	of	Canterbury	wrote	many	prayers	addressed	to	her.	Saint	Richard	of	Chichester	and	Saint	Thomas	Becket	were	also	especially	devoted	to	Mary,	but	the	English	saint	best	known	for	his	devotion	was	Saint	Anselm	of	Canterbury,	who	wrote	many	prayers	and	books	about	and	dedicated	to	"the	spotless	Ever-Virgin	Mother	of	Christ".	One
aspect	of	the	English	Reformation	was	a	widespread	reaction	against	Mary	as	a	mediatrix	alongside	Christ,	or	sometimes	even	in	his	place.	Such	exaggerated	devotions,	in	part	inspired	by	presentations	of	Christ	as	an	inaccessible	Judge	as	well	as	Redeemer,	were	criticized	by	Erasmus	and	Thomas	More	and	rejected	by	the	Church	of	England.
Together	with	a	new	emphasis	on	Scripture	as	the	fundamental	standard	of	faith,	there	was	a	renewed	devotion	by	the	Reformers	to	the	belief	that	Jesus	Christ	is	the	only	mediator	between	God	the	Father	and	humanity.	This	rejected	any	overt	devotion	to	Mary	and	diminished	her	place	in	the	life	of	the	Church.	The	English	Reformers'	positive
teaching	about	Mary	concentrated	on	her	role	in	the	Incarnation.	It	is	summed	up	in	their	acceptance	of	her	as	the	Mother	of	God,	because	this	was	seen	to	be	both	scriptural	and	traditional.	As	did	the	Early	Church,	almost	all	prominent	Protestant	reformers	like	Martin	Luther	and	John	Calvin	affirmed	their	belief	in	the	perpetual	virginity	of	Mary,[2]
English	Reformers	such	as	Hugh	Latimer,	Thomas	Cranmer,	and	John	Jewel	too	believed	in	the	dogma.[citation	needed]	They	neither	affirmed	nor	denied	the	possibility	of	Mary	having	been	preserved	by	grace	from	participation	in	original	sin.	The	Book	of	Common	Prayer	in	the	Christmas	collect	and	preface	refers	to	Mary	as	"a	pure	Virgin".[3][failed
verification]	From	1561,	the	calendar	of	the	Church	of	England	contained	five	feasts	associated	with	Mary:	The	Conception	of	Mary,	Nativity	of	Mary,	Annunciation,	Visitation,	and	Purification.	There	was,	however,	no	longer	a	feast	of	the	Assumption	(Dormition)	[August	15]:	not	only	was	it	not	found	in	the	Bible,	but	was	also	seen	as	exalting	Mary	to
a	level	above	Christ.	Scottish	and	Canadian	revisions	of	the	Prayer	Book	restored	August	15	as	the	Falling	Asleep	of	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary.	The	Holy	House	in	the	Anglican	Shrine	of	Our	Lady	of	Walsingham.	Despite	the	lack	of	official	devotion	to	Mary,	starting	in	the	16th	century,	reverence	for	her	continued[citation	needed]	in	the	use	of	the
Magnificat[failed	verification]	in	Evening	Prayer,	and	the	naming	and	dedication	of	churches	and	Lady	Chapels.	In	the	17th	century	writers	such	as	Lancelot	Andrewes,	Jeremy	Taylor,	Thomas	Traherne	and	Thomas	Ken	took	from	catholic	tradition	a	fuller	appreciation	of	the	place	of	Mary	in	the	prayers	of	the	Church.[citation	needed]	Andrewes	in	his
Preces	Privatae[failed	verification]	borrowed	from	Eastern	liturgies	to	deepen	his	Marian	devotion.	[citation	needed]	The	Cambridge	theologian	John	Pearson,	who	was	made	Bishop	of	Chester	in	1672,	in	his	celebrated	book	An	Exposition	of	the	Creed	affirmed	both	the	Immaculate	Conception	and	the	perpetual	virginity	of	Mary,	writing,	"We	believe
the	Mother	of	our	Lord	to	have	been	not	only	before	and	after	his	Nativity,	but	also	for	ever,	the	most	immaculate	and	blessed	Virgin."	Pearson	explicated	the	basis	for	a	proper	Marian	devotion:	If	Elizabeth	cried	out	with	so	loud	a	voice,	'Blessed	art	thou	among	women,'	when	Christ	was	but	newly	conceived	in	Mary's	womb,	what	expressions	of
honour	and	admiration	can	we	think	sufficient	now	that	Christ	is	in	heaven	and	that	Mother	with	Him!	Far	be	it	from	any	Christian	to	derogate	from	that	special	privlilege	granted	her	which	is	incommunicable	to	any	other.	We	cannot	bear	too	reverent	a	regard	unto	the	Mother	of	our	Lord,	so	long	as	we	give	her	not	that	worship	which	is	due	unto	the
Lord	Himself.	Let	us	keep	the	language	of	the	Primitive	Church:	Let	her	be	honoured	and	esteemed,	let	him	be	worshiped	and	adored.[4]	This	re-appropriation	can	be	traced	into	the	next	century,	and	into	the	Oxford	Movement	of	the	19th	century.	In	1922	the	creation	of	a	new	statue	of	Our	Lady	of	Walsingham	under	the	aegis	of	Father	Hope	Patten,
reignited	Anglican	interest	in	a	revival	of	the	pre-Reformation	pilgrimage.	From	the	early	1930s	Walsingham	became	a	centre	of	Anglican	as	well	as	Catholic	Marian	pilgrimage.	This	developed	into	the	Anglican	Shrine	of	Our	Lady	of	Walsingham	in	1938.	Mary	has	a	new	prominence	in	Anglicanism	through	the	liturgical	renewals	of	the	20th	century.
In	most[citation	needed]	Anglican	prayer	books,	Mary	is	again	mentioned	by	name	in	the	liturgical	prayers.	Further,	August	15	has	come	to	be	widely	celebrated[citation	needed]	as	a	feast	or	festival	in	honour	of	Saint	Mary	the	Virgin	with	Scripture	readings,	collect,	and	proper	preface.	Other	ancient	feasts	associated	with	Mary	have	also	been
renewed,	and	liturgical	resources	offered	for	use	on	these	festivals.	Marian	devotions	such	as	the	Rosary,	Angelus,	and	Regina	Coeli	are	most	commonly	associated	with	the	Anglo-Catholic	and	High	Church	churchmanships	within	Anglicanism.	An	Anglo-Catholic	manual,	Saint	Augustine's	Prayer	Book:	A	Book	of	Devotion	for	members	of	the	Episcopal
Church,	first	published	in	1947,	includes	a	section	containing	devotions	to	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary.	This	includes	the	Rosary,	the	four	seasonal	Marian	antiphons,	the	Memorare,	and	litanies	of	the	Blessed	Virgin	and	Our	Lady	of	Sorrows.	A	Revised	Edition	was	published	in	1967,	and	the	book	remains	in	print	with	Holy	Cross	Publications.	The	Anglo-
Catholic	Prayer	book,	a	classic,	was	published	in	an	entirely	new	edition	in	2000,	and	it	also	includes	a	section	of	prayers	to	the	Blessed	Virgin,	including	to	her	Immaculate	Conception	and	Assumption.	Anglican	theologian	Hugh	Montefiore,	former	Bishop	of	Birmingham,	while	denying	the	immaculate	conception	and	the	bodily	assumption	of	Mary
into	heaven,	says	"Christians	rightly	honour	and	venerate	her	as	one	of	the	great	saints	of	God.	God	had	signally	honoured	her	by	choosing	her	to	be	the	mother	of	Jesus."[5]	Main	article:	Lady	chapel	Lady	Chapel,	Anglo-Catholic	Church	of	the	Good	Shepherd	(Rosemont,	Pennsylvania)	Virgin	Mary	at	the	Annunciation,	Lady	Chapel,	Ely	Cathedral	Some
of	the	most	famous	chapels	dedicated	to	Mary	have	been	Lady	chapels.	Since	the	end	of	the	6th	century	Lady	Chapels	have	existed	in	most	English	cathedrals,	where	they	often	form	part	of	the	apse.	Traditionally,	a	Lady	chapel	is	the	largest	chapel	of	a	cathedral.	Generally,	the	chapel	was	built	east	of	the	high	altar	and	formed	a	projection	from	the
main	building.	The	earliest	Lady	Chapel	of	certain	historicity	was	that	in	the	Anglo-Saxon	cathedral	at	Canterbury.	Unusually,	at	Ely	the	Lady	Chapel	is	an	almost	separate	building	to	the	north	of	the	Choir.	The	Lady	Chapels	at	Norwich	Wells	Cathedral	and	Peterborough	(in	a	similar	position	to	Ely's)	cathedrals	were	destroyed	during	the	English
Reformation.	Probably	the	most	famous	Lady-chapel	was	the	Chapel	of	Our	Lady	of	the	Pew,	built	by	Henry	III	in	1220	at	Westminster	Abbey.	The	Abbey	also	contains	Henry	VII's	Lady	Chapel.	To	encourage	ecumenical	cooperation	despite	differences	over	other	matters,	the	Roman	Catholic	and	Anglican	churches	issued	a	joint	statement,	"Mary:
Grace	and	Hope	in	Christ"	(also	known	as	the	Seattle	Statement)	on	the	role	of	the	Virgin	Mary	in	Christianity.	The	document	was	released	May	16,	2005	in	Seattle,	Washington,	by	Alexander	Brunett,	the	local	Catholic	Archbishop,	and	Peter	Carnley,	Anglican	Archbishop	of	Perth,	Western	Australia,	co-chairmen	of	the	Anglican-Roman	Catholic
International	Commission	(ARCIC).[6]	Much	has	been	made	of	the	difference	between	the	Mariology	of	Anglicans	and	that	of	Roman	Catholics.	Because	Anglicanism	does	not	have	an	official	view	about	these	doctrines,[citation	needed]	it	can	be	difficult	to	say	with	precision	what	Anglicans	believe.	The	description	here	attempts	to	sketch	out	the	areas
where	Anglicans	are	in	agreement	that	there	is	no	official	binding	doctrine.[citation	needed]	Roman	Catholic	Mariology	contends	that	a	veneration	(hyperdulia)	should	be	given	to	Mary	that	is	higher	than	the	dulia	given	to	the	other	saints.	Eastern	Orthodox	theology	and	practice	endorses	very	similar	views.	Worship	(latria)	is	properly	given	only	to
God.	While	Anglicans	can	agree	that	God	alone	is	to	be	worshipped,	many	do	not	agree	that	Mary	should	receive	a	degree	of	veneration	above	the	other	saints;[citation	needed]	she	is	simply	the	greatest	of	all	the	saints,	and	she	should	be	venerated	as	such.[7][failed	verification]	Anglicanism	also	does	not	accept	the	doctrines	of	the	Assumption	or	the
Immaculate	Conception	as	binding,	though	some	Anglicans	consider	these	to	be	pious	devotions.[8]	For	example,	the	former	Bishop	of	Chester,	John	Pearson,	called	Mary	"a	most	pure	immaculate	Virgin".[9]	Even	so,	they	are	not	held	to	the	particular	forms	used	by	the	Roman	Catholic	Church	to	define	them.	Many[citation	needed]	agree	with	the
Eastern	Orthodox	rejection	of	the	Immaculate	Conception,	while	agreeing	that	Mary	was	without	actual	sin	during	her	life.	Many	also	are	more	in	agreement	with	the	Dormition	of	Mary	as	understood	by	the	Orthodox.[citation	needed]	Presentation	of	Christ	in	the	Temple,	also	the	"Purification	of	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary"	or	Candlemas,	2	February
(Church	of	England,	Church	of	Ireland)	The	Annunciation,	25	March	(Church	of	England)	Visitation	of	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary	–	(31	May	or	2	July)	Saint	Mary	the	Virgin,	or	the	"Falling	Asleep	of	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary"	–	(15	August)	Various	names	are	used	for	the	observance	of	15	August	in	official	Anglican	liturgical	calendars,	but	Anglo-Catholics
will	generally	prefer	to	follow	the	broader	Catholic	tradition	of	calling	this	the	feast	of	the	Assumption.	It	is	thus	named	in	the	Anglican	Missal,[10]	Saint	Augustine's	Prayer	Book,[11]	and	A	Manual	of	Catholic	Devotion[12]	published	by	The	Church	Union.	The	Nativity	of	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary	–	(8	September)	The	Conception	of	the	Blessed	Virgin
Mary	–	(8	December)	The	Society	of	Mary,	an	Anglican	devotional	society,	asks	that	members	keep	a	Rule	of	life	which	includes	a	pledge	to	"take	part	in	the	Mass	on	the	principal	Feasts	of	Our	Lady".[13]	This	section	reads	like	a	textbook.	Please	improve	this	article	to	make	it	neutral	in	tone	and	meet	Wikipedia's	quality	standards.	(September	2010)
Anglicans	recognize	the	dogma	upheld	at	the	Council	of	Ephesus	(431)	and	the	Council	of	Chalcedon	(451)	that	Mary	is	the	Theotokos,	the	"God-Bearer".	The	reason	Anglicans	accept	this	statement	is	because	it	is	primarily	a	Christological	affirmation,	affirming	that	Christ	is	God.	The	terms	"Mother	of	God"	and	"God-Bearer,"	however,	are	not	used	in
the	official	formularies	of	the	Churches	of	the	Anglican	Communion,	and	some	Anglicans	would	not	wish	to	use	these	terms.	Some	Anglicans	agree	that	the	doctrine	of	the	perpetual	virginity	of	Mary	is	sound	and	logical,	but	without	more	scriptural	proof	it	cannot	be	considered	dogmatic.[citation	needed]	No	Anglican	denomination	accepts	belief	in
Mary	as	Co-Redemptrix	and	any	interpretation	of	the	role	of	Mary	that	obscures	the	unique	mediation	of	Christ.	Anglicans	typically	believe	that	all	doctrines	concerning	Mary	must	be	linked	with	the	doctrines	of	Christ	and	the	Church.	Anglicans	recognize	Mary	as	an	example	of	holiness,	faith	and	obedience	for	all	Christians;	and	that	Mary	can	be
seen	as	a	prophetic	figure	of	the	Church.	As	the	Gospel	of	Luke	(1.48)	states	"henceforth	all	nations	shall	call	me	blessed,"	she	is	often	considered	to	have	a	unique	place	of	importance	within	the	Communion	of	Saints[citation	needed]	Churches	of	the	Anglican	Communion	observe	at	least	some	of	the	traditional	Marian	festivals	of	the	ancient	Catholic
Church.	The	Church	of	England,	for	example,	in	the	Calendar	of	its	1662	Book	of	Common	Prayer	includes	The	Annunciation	of	our	Lady	on	March	25	as	a	festival	to	be	observed.	That	Calendar	includes	as	"black-letter	days"	the	Conception,	the	Nativity,	and	the	Visitation	of	the	Blessed	Virgin	Mary,	but	does	not	observe	them	liturgically.	Some	later
Prayer	Books	e.g.,	the	1991	Anglo-Catholic	Anglican	Service	Book,	do	allow	them	to	be	so	observed	and	may	even	publish	certain	Marian	devotions,	and	most	recent	Anglican	Prayer	Books	include	St	Mary	the	Mother	of	the	Lord	as	a	major	festival	on	August	15.	A	copy	of	Our	Lady	of	Westminster	by	Sister	Concordia	Scott	enshrined	as	"Our	Lady	of
Pew"	in	Westminster	Abbey	Our	Lady	of	Walsingham	shrine	at	Church	of	the	Good	Shepherd	(Rosemont,	Pennsylvania)	Virgin	and	Child	statue	at	All	Saints,	Margaret	Street	Anglican	Roman	Catholic	International	Commission	Blessed	Virgin	Mary	(Roman	Catholic)	History	of	Roman	Catholic	Mariology	Islamic	view	of	Virgin	Mary	Marian	devotions
Marian	doctrines	of	the	Catholic	Church	Mariology	Mary	(mother	of	Jesus)	Our	Lady	of	Ipswich	Our	Lady	of	Walsingham	Protestant	views	of	Mary	Society	of	Mary	(Anglican)	Theotokos	^	William	of	Malmesbury.	Gesta	Regum	Anglorum	[The	Deeds	of	the	Kings	of	the	English].	c. 1140.	Translated	by	J.A.	Giles	as	William	of	Malmesbury's	Chronicle	of
the	Kings	of	England	from	the	Earliest	Period	to	the	Reign	of	King	Stephen,	p.	21.	Henry	G.	Bohn	(London),	1847.	^	Thatcher,	Adrian	(30	January	2009).	The	Savage	Text:	The	Use	and	Abuse	of	the	Bible.	John	Wiley	&	Sons.	ISBN	9781444302707.	^	"Collects,	Epistles,	and	Gospels	–	Christmas	season".	www.eskimo.com.	Retrieved	2022-08-18.(Source
doesn't	support	the	inference.)	^	Pearson,	John	(1715)	[1659].	An	Exposition	of	the	Creed.	(10th	ed.).	London:	W.	Bowyer.	p.	173,	179.	^	Montefiore,	Hugh	(1993).	Credible	Christianity:	The	Gospel	in	Contemporary	Society.	p.	94.	ISBN	0-8028-3768-9	^	Mary:	Grace	and	Hope	in	Christ	^	"Anglican	Marian	Theology"	(PDF).	Hymnsandchants.com.	p.	3.
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in	the	American	Edition	(1961).	"The	Kalendar".	Mount	Sanai,	New	York:	Frank	Gavin	Liturgical	Foundation.	p.	32.	^	Saint	Augustine's	Prayer	Book:	A	Book	of	Devotion	for	members	of	the	Episcopal	Church	(1947,	Rev.	1967).	"Holy	Days	of	Obligation,	and	Special	Days	of	Devotion".	West	Park,	New	York:	Holy	Cross	Publications.	p.	3.	^	A	Manual	of
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commemorating	the	Annunciation,	the	announcement	to	the	Virgin	Mary	that	she	would	bear	the	Son	of	God.	See	Luke	1:26-38	for	the	beautiful	story.	We	observe	this	day	because	it	is	nine	months	before	Christmas	Day.	Mary’s	faith	lives	on,	and	many	generations	have	indeed	called	her	blessed	as	she	prophesied	in	the	Magnificat.	We	call	her
blessed	on	Sundays,	when	we	praise	God	for	“the	blessed	Virgin	Mary.”	God	uniquely	used	her	as	a	means	of	giving	the	world	amazing	grace,	which	is	why	Elizabeth	sang	that	she	was	“blessed	among	women”.	She	was	given	a	special	role	in	the	story	of	our	salvation,	a	story	that	involves	human	beings	in	God’s	plan:	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob,	along
with	the	prophets	and	matriarchs,	and	Mary	and	the	Apostles.	She	is	the	Theotokos,	“the	one	who	gave	birth	to	God”	or	“God-bearer.”	And	with	all	of	the	saints	and	the	faithful	departed,	she	is	alive	in	the	presence	of	Christ,	and	in	communion	with	us	as	part	of	the	one	body	of	Christ.	On	this	feast	day,	we	take	some	time	to	reflect	on	the	faith	of	the
Virgin	Mary.	She	was	a	poor	but	faithful	Israelite.	She	prayed	and	hoped	the	Messiah	would	come.	Joseph	had	engaged	to	marry	her,	a	pious	Jewish	woman.	Life	was	difficult	for	Mary,	with	the	Roman	oppression	and	the	harshness	of	everyday	existence.	While	many	questioned	whether	the	Messiah	would	come	at	all,	doubting	the	promises	to	be
fulfilled,	she	remained	faithful	to	the	God	of	her	fathers.	She	is	a	great	example	of	patience,	trust,	and	devotion.	One	day,	the	angel	Gabriel	appeared.	Gabriel	said	the	Holy	Spirit	would	overshadow	her,	a	virgin,	and	conceive	in	her	the	Son	of	God.	She	was	to	call	his	name	Jesus,	which	means	‘the	Lord	saves.”	I	can’t	imagine	a	more	surprising,	life-
changing,	or	unbelievable	event	happening	to	this	impoverished	young	woman.	Yet,	she	received	the	word	from	God,	saying,	Behold,	I	am	the	servant	of	the	Lord;	let	it	be	to	me	according	to	your	word.	Luke	1:38	How	did	she	do	that?	She	does	it	by	faith.	Mary	had	a	deep,	humble	faith	in	God.	We	see	it	in	Magnificat,	or	Mary’s	Song,	as	Mary	visits
with	Elizabeth,	her	cousin.	Listen	to	the	beginning	of	this	amazing	song	of	praise,	My	soul	magnifies	the	Lord,	and	my	spirit	rejoices	in	God	my	Savior,	for	he	has	looked	on	the	humble	estate	of	his	servant.	For	behold,	from	now	on	all	generations	will	call	me	blessed;	for	he	who	is	mighty	has	done	great	things	for	me,	and	holy	is	his	name.	Luke	1:46-



49	Though	Christians	have	sometimes	gone	to	extremes	in	devotion	to	Mary,	we	should	not	miss	out	on	what	is	biblical	and	spiritually	healthful	about	her	place	in	our	faith.	We	could	miss	out	on	a	central	part	of	our	faith,	and	we	would	miss	out	on	the	special	gift	that	Mary’s	femininity	brought	to	the	world,	and	brings	to	us	today.	First,	we	need	to	see
that	God	used	a	faithful	woman	in	a	uniquely	feminine	way	in	his	plan.	Making	sure	to	recognize	and	ponder	Mary’s	place	in	the	story	helps	us	to	see	God’s	work	through	both	men	and	women,	both	made	in	his	image,	and	to	rejoice	that	we	have	a	mother	of	our	faith	as	well	as	the	fathers	of	our	faith.	We	see	God	in	the	Blessed	Virgin,	a	window,	an
icon.	Second,	as	we	ponder	her	faithfulness,	we	pray	that	God	will	enable	us	to	trust	him	fully	and	be	found	faithful	in	our	day.	Third,	we	see	Mary	continue	following	Jesus,	remaining	close	to	him	even	at	the	cross.	She	stayed	with	him	not	only	because	he	was	her	son	but	also	because	she	was	faithful	to	the	Lord	her	God.	She	had	already	learned	that
God	was	faithful,	even	when	she	didn’t	know	exactly	what	he	was	doing.	Finally,	she	served	as	an	integral	part	of	the	Jerusalem	church	at	Pentecost	and	in	its	early	formation.	She	was	truly	faithful	from	the	beginning	to	the	end	of	her	part	of	the	story.	She	gave	birth	to	Jesus	and	was	there	for	the	birth	of	the	Church,	the	body	of	Christ.	We	give	God
thanks	and	praise,	just	as	she	did.	As	we	celebrate	this	feast,	it	is	good	to	call	Mary	blessed.	It’s	good	to	praise	“the	fruit	of	her	womb,”	Jesus.	It	is	good	to	glorify	God	for	her	unique	role	as	the	Mother	of	God.	It	is	good	to	love	her	and	to	see	her	as	our	mother	in	faith.	Is	it	not	good	to	give	thanks	to	the	Lord,	for	as	Mary	said,	“his	mercy	is	for	those
who	fear	him	from	generation	to	generation?”	Since	today	is	a	Feast	Day,	many	Christians	“break	the	fast”	of	Lent.	In	some	traditions,	the	pastor	has	to	provide	a	“dispensation’	for	the	people	to	be	able	to	feast,	instead	of	observing	the	fast.	Anglicans	don’t	have	pastoral	dispensations;	for	those	who	would	like	special	pastoral	advice,	feast	away!
Photo	of	the	Hagia	Sophia	by:	Engin	Akyurt	on	Unsplash.	As	someone	who	grew	up	evangelical	Protestant,	I	always	viewed	the	doctrinal	distinctives	of	the	Church	of	Rome	with	suspicion.	To	me,	one	of	the	stranger	elements	of	Roman	piety	and	practice	was	devotion	to	the	Virgin	Mary.	I	always	believed	Mary	was	important	and	special.	She
miraculously	conceived	our	Lord,	after	all!	However,	because…	On	August	15th,	Christians	worldwide	celebrate	the	Feast	of	St.	Mary	the	Virgin,	Mother	of	Our	Lord,	honoring	the	remarkable	life	of	the	mother	of	our	Savior,	Jesus	Christ.	It	is	a	joyous	occasion	filled	with	reverence,	thanksgiving,	and	reflection	on	Mary’s	profound	role	in	the	salvation
story.	The	Life	of	St.	Mary	The	life…


