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Madame C.]J. Walker became the first Black woman millionaire by creating hair products for Black consumers.George Washington Carver invented over 300 uses for peanuts, helping advance agriculture in the United States.Lonnie Johnson is famous for inventing the Super Soaker, a popular toy that has sold over a billion dollars. These 10 innovators
are just a few of the many Black Americans who have made important contributions to business, industry, medicine, and technology. Smith Collection / Gado / Getty Images BornSarah Breedlove, Madame C.]J. Walker became the first Black woman millionaire by inventing a line of cosmetics and hair products aimed at Black consumers in the first
decades of the 20th century. Walker pioneered the use of female sales agents, who traveled door to door across the U.S. and Caribbean selling her products. An active philanthropist, Walker also was an early champion of employee development and offered business training and other educational opportunities to her workers as a means of helping
other Black women achieve financial independence. George Washington Carver donated $33,000 in cash to the Tuskegee Institute to establish a fund to carry on the agricultural and chemical work he began.Bettmann / Contributor / Getty Images George Washington Carver became one of the leading agronomists of his time, pioneering numerous uses
for peanuts, soybeans, and sweet potatoes. Enslaved from birth in Missouri in the midst of the Civil War,Carver was fascinated by plants from an early age. As the first Black undergraduate student at Iowa State, he studied soybean fungi and developed new means of crop rotation. After earning his master's degree, Carver accepted a job at Alabama's
Tuskegee Institute, a leading historically Black university. It was at Tuskegeethat Carver made his greatest contributions to science, developing more than 300 uses for the peanut alone, including soap, skin lotion, and paint. Dr. Lonnie Johnson, president and CEO at Excellatron, is probably best known as the inventor of the Super Soaker.Office of
Naval Research / Flickr / CC-BY-2.0 Inventor Lonnie Johnson holds more than 80 U.S. patents, but it's his invention of the Super Soaker toy that is perhaps his most endearing claim to fame. An engineer by training, Johnson has worked on both the stealth bomber project for the Air Force and the Galileo space probe for NASA. He also developed a
means of harnessing solar and geothermal energy for power plants. The Super Soaker, first patented in 1986, is his most popular invention. It's racked up more than $1 billion in sales since its release. George Edward Alcorn, Jr. at NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center.NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center / Wikimedia Commons / Public Domain
George Edward Alcorn Jr. is a physicist whose work in the aerospace industry helped revolutionizeastrophysics and semiconductor manufacturing. He is credited with 20 inventions, eight of which he received patents for. Perhaps his best-known innovation is for an X-ray spectrometer used to analyze distant galaxies and other deep-space phenomena,
which he patented in 1984. Alcorn's research into plasma etching, for which he received a patent in 1989, is still used in the production of computer chips, also known as semiconductors. Historical marker honoring Benjamin Banneker at Benjamin Banneker School, Oella, Maryland, 1979.Afro Newspaper / Gado / Getty Images Benjamin Banneker was
a self-educated astronomer, mathematician, and farmer. He was among a few hundred free Black Americans living in Maryland, where enslavement was legal at the time. Among his many accomplishments, Banneker is perhaps best known for a series of almanacs he published between 1792 and 1797 that contained detailed astronomical calculations
of his, as well as writings on topics of the day. Banneker also had a small role in helping to survey Washington, D.C., in 1791. Minnie Lenore Robbins with NIH Director Donald Frederickson at the unveiling of a bust and exhibit honoring her late husband, Charles Drew, in 1981.U.S. National Library of Medicine / Wikimedia Commons / Public Domain
Charles Drew was a doctor and medical researcher whose pioneering research into blood helped save thousands of lives during World War II. As a postgraduate researcher at Columbia University in the late 1930s, Drew invented a means of separating plasma from whole blood, allowing it to be stored for up to a week, far longer than had been
possible at the time. Drew also discovered that plasma could be transfused between persons regardless of blood type and helped the British government establish its first national blood bank. Drew worked briefly with the American Red Cross during World War II, but he resigned to protest the organization's insistence on segregating blood from White
and Black donors. He continued to research, teach, and advocate until his death in 1950 in a car accident. Thomas Jennings holds the distinction of being the first Black American to be granted a patent. A tailor by trade in New York City, Jennings applied for and received a patent in 1821 for a cleaning technique he'd pioneered called "dry scouring."
It was a precursor to today's dry cleaning. His invention made Jennings a wealthy man and he used his earnings to support early anti-enslavement activism and civil rights organizations. Wikimedia Commons / Public Domain Elijah McCoy was born in Canada to parents who had been enslaved in the U.S. The family resettled in Michigan a few years
after Elijah was born, and the boy showed a keen interest in mechanical objects growing up. After training as an engineer in Scotland as a teen, he returned to the U.S. Unable to find a job in engineering because of racial discrimination, McCoy found work as a railroad fireman. It was while working in that role that he developed a new means of
keeping locomotive engines lubricated while running, allowing them to operate longer between maintenance. McCoy continued to refine this and other inventions during his lifetime, receiving 60 patents. Garrett Morgan is best known for his invention in 1914 of the safety hood, a precursor to the gas mask. Morgan was so confident of his invention's
potential that he frequently demonstrated it himself in sales pitches to fire departments across the country. In 1916, he earned widespread acclaim after donning his safety hood to rescue workers who were trapped by an explosion in a tunnel beneath Lake Erie near Cleveland. Morgan later would invent one of the first traffic signals and a new clutch
for auto transmissions. Active in the early civil rights movement, he helped found one of the first Black American newspapers in Ohio, the Cleveland Call. Johns Hopkins School of Engineering Professor Dr. James Edward Maceo West featured with a prototype of his research group's latest invention, a smart digital stethoscope with artificial
intelligence algorithms.Sonavi Labs/ Wikimedia Commons /CC-BY-SA-4.0 If you've ever used a microphone, you have James West to thank for it. West was fascinated by radio and electronics from an early age, and he trained as a physicist. After college, he went to work at Bell Labs, where research on how humans hear led to his invention of the foil
electret microphone in 1960. Such devices were more sensitive, yet they used less power and weresmaller than other microphones at the time, and they revolutionized the field of acoustics. Today, foil electret-style mics are used in everything from telephones to computers.African American inventors have made significant contributions to society,
developing innovative products that have made a difference in the world. From Marie Van Brittan Browns groundbreaking home security system to George Washington Carvers numerous inventions in agriculture, African Americans have had a lasting impact on technology and culture. This article looks at 10 of the most innovative inventions by
African American inventors that have changed our lives.1. The First Automatic ElevatorDoorsAlexander Miles: In 1887, Alexander Miles patented a mechanism that made automatic elevator doors safer and more efficient. His invention was designed with safety features in mind, including an automated system that open and closes elevator shaft doors
and a brake system and alarm bell to prevent accidental falls. The elevator is a technology that we still use today and his invention was the first step in transforming how we access buildings vertically.2. The RefrigeratorJohn Standard: Before John Standards invention, iceboxes were used to keep food cold and had to be filled with blocks of ice by
hand. Standards refrigerator was an efficient and inexpensive way to keep food cold without the need for manual refilling. His invention revolutionized daily life and is now a staple in nearly every home around the world.3. The Traffic SignalGarrett Morgan: In 1923, Garrett Morgan invented the three light traffic light, the current traffic light we still
use today. This iconic invention can be seen all across the world and makes it a safer place. Morgan eventually sold his patent to GE for a hefty $40,000.4. The Super SoakerLonnie Johnson: In 1982, Lonnie Johnson invented the Super Soaker water gun. His invention quickly grew into one of the most popular toys in history and has become a
summertime staple for children around the world.5. The Folding Ironing BoardSarah Boone: In 1892, Sarah Boone patented a folding ironing board that made it easier to store and transport. Her improved ironing board revolutionized the way people did laundry, making it much more convenient for those who had limited storage space.6. The
Automatic Gear ShiftRichard Spikes: In 1932, Richard Spikes invented the first automatic gear shift for cars. His invention allowed drivers to switch gears without having to use a manual hand lever, making driving much easier and more convenient.7. The Gas MaskGarret Morgan: An earlier invention by Garrett Morgan in 1914, he patented an early
version of the gas mask that revolutionized howsoldiers in World War Iprotected themselvesfrom hazardous gases and smoke. His invention is still used by firefighters, industrial workers and others who are exposed to dangerous chemicals or fumes.8. The Portable Electric Hair StraightenerMadame C. J. Walker: In 1905, Madame C. J. Walker
invented the first portable electric hair straightener that revolutionized the way African American women styled their hair. Her invention was a game changer and is still used today by millions of people around the world.9. The Double-Action RevolverElijah McCoy: In 1872, Elijah McCoy patented the double-action revolver, which allowed users to fire
multiple shots without having to manually reload each time. His invention revolutionized firearm technology and helped make handguns safer and more reliable.10. The Worlds First Human-Programmable Computer LanguageKatherine Johnson: In 1952, Katherine Johnson developed the worlds first human-programmable computer language, which
was used to calculate trajectories for NASA missions. Her invention revolutionized how space travel is conducted and helped pave the way for future discoveries in the field.These are just a few of the incredible inventions by African American inventors that have changed the world for the better. These individuals have made significant contributions to
society and their stories should be celebrated and remembered for generations to come. George Washington Carver at work in his laboratory. CORBIS/Corbis via Getty Images When asked to name a Black American inventor, many people might think of George Washington Carver and peanut butter. But this is actually a myth. Carver did not invent
peanut butter, but he did devise over 300 different uses for peanuts including dye, soap, coffee and ink and a plethora of uses for sweet potatoes. Still, there are hundreds of other unsung Black inventors who have shaped the world with their innovations. Lonnie Johnson invented the Super Soaker, Mark Dean co-invented the IBM personal computer
and James West invented the widely used foil electret microphone. Now let's look at 12 other groundbreaking innovations from Black inventors. In 1885, Sarah Goode became the first Black woman to receive a U.S. patent. Goode was born into descent-based slavery in 1850, and after the Civil War, she moved to Chicago and opened a furniture store.
There, she devised an idea that would bring more urban residents with limited space into her store: She invented a folding cabinet bed, which provided people living in tight housing accommodations the functionality of both a bed and a desk. By day, the space-saving piece of furniture could be used as a desk, but at night, it could be folded out into a
bed. The U.S. patent office granted Goode her patent 30 years before the creation of the Murphy bed, a hideaway bed that folds into a wall. This snack comes courtesy of chef George Crum. MirageC/Getty Images No chef likes to hear that their work has been rejected, but George Crum was able to make magic out of one man's discontent. In 1853,
Crum was working as a chef at a resort in Saratoga Springs, New York. A customer sent his dish of french fries back to the kitchen, claiming that they were too thick, too mushy and not salty enough. Crum, in an irritated fit, cut the potatoes as thinly as possible, fried them until they were burnt crisps, and threw a generous handful of salt on top. He
sent the plate out to the customer, hoping to teach the patron a thing or two about complaining. However, the customer loved the crisp chips, and soon the dish was one of the most popular things on the menu. In 1860, when Crum opened up his own restaurant, every table received a bowl of chips. Crum never patented his invention, nor was he the
one who bagged and sold them in grocery stores, but junk food lovers the world over still have him to thank for this crunchy treat. Imagine landing a plane without the help of air traffic controllers. These controllers advise pilots on how to navigate takeoffs and landings without colliding with other planes. Granville T. Woods invented the device that
allowed train dispatchers to do the same thing in 1887. Woods' invention, the multiplex telegraph, allowed dispatchers and engineers at various stations to communicate with moving trains via telegraph. Conductors could also communicate with their counterparts on other trains. Before 1887, train collisions were a huge problem, but Woods' device
helped make train travel much safer. Woods was sued by Thomas Edison who claimed he was the inventor of the multiplex telegraph, but Woods won that lawsuit. Eventually, Edison asked him to work at his Edison Electric Light Company, but Woods declined, preferring to remain independent. He also received a patent for a steam boiler furnace for
trains, as well as for an apparatus that combined the powers of the telephone and the telegraph. An automated machine for shoe lasts allowed the mass production of shoes for the general public. Hemera Technologies/Getty Images When Jan Matzeliger was 21, he traveled to the United States from Suriname. Though he spoke no English, he landed a
job as an apprentice at a shoe factory in Massachusetts. At the time, the shoe industry was held captive by skilled craftsman known as hand lasters. They had the hardest and most technical job on the shoe assembly line: They had to fit shoe leather around a mold of a customer's foot and attach it to the sole of the shoe. A good hand laster could
complete about 50 pairs of shoes a day. Because the work was so skilled, hand lasters were paid very large salaries, which made shoes expensive to produce. To overcome the bottleneck, Matzeliger learned English, enabling him to study manufacturing. Using scraps, he invented a shoe lasting machine that produced 150 to 700 pairs daily. Although
he died young from influenza, his invention made shoes more affordable. Even if you've never heard of the automatic oil cup, you've probably uttered the phrase that entered the lexicon because of it. The automatic oil cup was the invention of Elijah McCoy, who was born in 1843 to parents who had escaped slavery via the Underground Railroad.
McCoy was sent to Scotland for school, and he returned as a master mechanic and engineer. However, the job opportunities for a Black man no matter how educated were limited due to racial discrimination. The only work McCoy could find was with the Michigan Central Railroad. McCoy's job was to walk along the trains that pulled into the station,
oiling the moving parts by hand. McCoy realized that a person wasn't necessary for this job, and he invented the automatic oil cup, which would lubricate the train's axels and bearings while it was in motion. As a result, trains didn't have to stop as frequently, which reduced costs, saved time and improved safety. The oil cup was a huge success, and
imitators began producing knockoffs. However, savvy engineers knew that McCoy's cup was the best, so when purchasing the part, they'd ask for "the real McCoy." Alexander Miles significantly impacted the safety of elevators with his groundbreaking design. Before Miles' innovation, passengers had to manually shut both the elevator doors and the
elevator cage (a protective barrier that prevented accidental falls into the shaft). However, this manual method led to numerous accidents if individuals forgot to close the doors. Recognizing the danger, Miles patented an automatic mechanism in 1887 that closed both the elevator doors and the elevator cage simultaneously when the elevator was in
motion. His invention drastically increased elevator safety and is a foundational aspect of modern elevator design. Benjamin Banneker, a notable polymath, astounded his contemporaries by constructing a fully functioning clock entirely out of wooden parts in the 18th century. This mechanical marvel, which ran accurately for decades, showcased
Banneker's exceptional engineering and craftsmanship skills. Though he also engaged in pioneering research in other fields, like astronomy and the design of Washington D.C., the clock remains a standout testament to his innovative spirit. Lewis Latimer invented the light bulb filament. Without this, light bulbs could not have been mass-produced.
kyoshino/Getty Images Thomas Edison often gets the credit for inventing the light bulb, but in reality, dozens of inventors were working to perfect commercial lighting. One of those inventors was Lewis Latimer. In 1868, the Black inventor was hired at a law firm that specialized in patents in 1868; while there, he taught himself mechanical drawing
and was promoted from office boy to draftsman. In his time at the firm, he worked with Alexander Graham Bell on the plans for the telephone. Latimer then began his foray into the world of light. At the time, Edison was working on a light bulb model with a paper filament (the filament is the thin fiber that the electric current heats to produce light). In
Edison's experiments, the paper would burn down in 15 minutes or so, rendering the bulb unrealistic for practical use. It was Latimer who created a light bulb model that used a carbon filament, which lasted longer and made light bulb production cheaper. Because of Latimer's innovation, more people could afford to light their homes. Latimer also
received patents for a water closet on railroad cars and a predecessor to the modern air conditioner. Sarah Breedlove (better known as Madam C.]J. Walker) drives a car accompanied by some of the women who sold her hair care system. Smith Collection/Gado/Getty Images Sarah Breedlove Walker, born in 1867, faced a life filled with hardships from
being orphaned at age 7, becoming a mother at 17 and widowed by 19. For years, she worked as a laundress. Later, facing hair loss common among Black women of the time due to scalp ailments and damaging hair products she claimed a dream revealed a unique pomade formula. In reality, she served a stint as an agent for Annie Pope-Turnbo
Malone, a Black woman with an established line of beauty products. Malone believed Walker (and others) knocked off her products. Nonetheless, Walker continued to grow her empire. Using a pioneering direct sales approach, she trained women for door-to-door sales and even established a training university. Over her lifetime, she employed 40,000
people in the U.S., Central America and the Caribbean. Contrary to popular belief, she didn't invent the hair straightening comb, but she did improve on the design (giving it wider teeth), which made sales soar. Though often dubbed the first self-made woman millionaire, records place her worth at about $600,000 a significant sum for her time. She
generously supported institutions like the YMCA and the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). Dr. Charles Drew was the director of the first American Red Cross Blood Bank, due to his groundbreaking work on blood storage. Alfred Eisenstaedt/The LIFE Picture Collection via Getty Images Charles Richard Drew, with
an M.D. and a Master of Surgery, pursued a Doctor of Medical Science degree at Columbia University in 1938. There, his interest in blood preservation led him to develop a method of separating red blood cells from plasma, extending blood storage beyond the then one-week limit. The ability to store blood (or, as Drew called it, banking the blood) for
longer periods of time meant that more people could receive transfusions. Drew documented these findings in a paper that led to the first blood bank. Later, while overseeing blood preservation and delivery in World War II, he became the director of the inaugural American Red Cross Blood Bank for the U.S. Army and Navy, which served as the model
for blood banks today. However, Drew resigned his position because the armed forces insisted on separating blood by race and providing white soldiers with blood donated from white people, not African Americans. Drew knew that race made no difference in blood composition, and he felt that this move would cost too many lives. He returned to
private life as a surgeon and medical professor at Howard University, where he worked until his death in 1950. Before 1891, dropping a letter in a U.S. public mailbox didn't guarantee its safety. The semi-open designs made mail vulnerable to theft and weather damage. Philip B. Downing changed that when he invented a mailbox design with an outer
and inner safety door. With the outer door open, the inner door shielded the mail; when closed, mail could be deposited. Thanks to his innovation, mailboxes became widespread, even in residential areas. Born into a middle-class family in 1857, Downing had a long career as a clerk with the Custom House in Boston. He also received patents for a
device to quickly moisten envelopes and one for operating street railway switches. Garrett Morgan not only invented the gas mask; he also developed an early prototype of the traffic light. Sean Gladwell/Getty Images Garrett Morgan only received a sixth-grade formal education, but he was observant and adept at learning. While working as a
handyman in the early 20th century, Morgan taught himself the mechanics of sewing machines, leading him to start a business selling and repairing them. Then, in his quest for a needle polish, he stumbled upon a formula that straightened human hair marking his first invention. Disturbed by the fatalities of firefighters due to smoke, Morgan devised
the "safety hood," a precursor to the gas mask, which went over the head, featured tubes connected to wet sponges that filtered out smoke and provided fresh oxygen. This primitive gas mask became a sensation in 1916 when Morgan ran to the scene of a tunnel explosion and used his invention to save the lives of trapped workers. In 1923, as
automobiles were becoming more common, Morgan went on to develop an early prototype of the three-position traffic signal after seeing too many collisions. This article was updated in conjunction with Al technology, then fact-checked and edited by a HowStuffWorks editor. Biography. "George Washington Carver Biography." (Jan. 4, 2011) Black
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Inventors." North Carolina A&T State University. (Jan. 4, 2011) childres/Blackinventorsposters.pdfDew, Charles B. "Stranger Than Fact." New York Times. April 7, 1996. (Jan. 4, 2011) Encyclopedia of Cleveland History, Case Western University. "Garrett A. Morgan." (Jan. 4, 2011) Black Inventors Web site. (Jan. 4, 2011) State University Research
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From the start of slavery to the civil rights struggles, African American inventors faced barriers to education, resources, and recognition. Yet, despite these obstacles, they created life-changing innovations that shaped industries like healthcare, agriculture, transportation, and technology. These Black innovators are unsung heroes who deserve
attention, respect, and admiration for their impact on this world. Black inventors throughout history suffered from systemic racism and low education. Yet, in all that, they continued developing the most marvelous innovations. Whether it was slavery, segregation, or post-Civil Rights, they always turned adversity into innovation using their ingenuity.
They resisted those confines they faced. They contributed to a world and a future better for their kin. Their inventions broke down barriers and set new industry standards from agriculture to technology. Garrett Morgan Garrett Morgan is most remembered for inventing the traffic light and the gas mask. His patented traffic signal system, which he
designed in 1923, was the prototype for modern traffic lights, making streets safer for all. He also invented the gas mask, which saved lives during hazardous situations, including World War I. Madam C.]J. Walker Madam C.]J. Walker was a self-made millionaire who transformed the beauty industry. Her development of the Walker Systema line of hair
care products for Black womenrevolutionized hair care and beauty entrepreneurship, empowering many women and laying down the groundwork for the modern beauty industry. George Washington Carver George Washington Carver transformed agriculture by studying peanuts and crop rotation. He had many inventions, of which peanut butter is
the most famous, that supported sustainable farming and helped the farmers in the South diversify crops, thereby stabilizing their economy. His innovations also reduced soil depletion resulting from monoculture farming. Patricia Bath Dr. Patricia Bath invented the Laserphaco Probe, revolutionizing cataract surgery to make surgical procedures less
invasive and more accurate. She became the first African American woman to hold a medical patent. Her work restored sight to people all over the world. Lewis Latimer Thomas Edison gets most of the credit for the invention of the lightbulb, but Lewis Latimer made it practical and affordable. Latimer made the incandescent lightbulb practical by
developing a carbon filament that would extend its life greatly. His work in electric lighting helped bring electricity into homes and cities, and his contributions to electrical engineering were key to the widespread use of the lightbulb. Granville T. Woods Granville T. Woods invented telegraphony, a device that helped connect trains and stations for an
improved railway safety system. Granville T. Woods worked on reducing accidents and improving train efficiency in the rail system. Marie Van Brittan Brown In 1966, Marie Van Brittan Brown, an American inventor, patented the very first home security system that included a camera, peephole, and two-way communication. Such a design was only
the beginning of modern home security technology, which, for a family, became a possible means to protect a dwelling. Her invention applies today in security systems. Mark Dean Mark Dean is a personal computing innovation pioneer. He was a key figure at IBM and engineered the first personal computer in its history, designed along with color PC
monitors. Mark Deans innovations formed what would be known as modern computing, technology accessible to users of millions all over the world. Elijah McCoy Elijah McCoy invented an automatic lubrication system for steam engines. He thus improved the efficiency of a system and reduced mechanical failure. The McCoy system eventually
became important for railroads and for machinery in industries. Jerry Lawson Jerry Lawson, who designed the first cartridge-based video game console known as Channel F during the 1970s, enabled game swapping in carousels that was indeed the key in changing the entertainment world of gamers. It was then the stepping stone in shaping home
video game consoles. Lonnie G. Johnson Super Soaker by Lonnie G. Johnson is said to be one of the best water toys ever invented, yet his interest in science compelled him to work on energy-saving technologies. He developed, for instance, a thermodynamic solar power device, which highlights how innovation from toys leads to the solutions of clean
energy. How These Inventions Shaped Modern Society ? Black inventors made significant contributions to modern society. Their inventions define who we are today and our living standards. For example, the contributions of inventions such as traffic lights and cataract surgery are self-explanatory. By breaking barriers, Black inventors have not only
impacted their respective fields but also set new standards for whats possible in a diverse, ever-evolving world. Overcoming Systemic Barriers to Innovation Despite the many challenges Black inventors faced, such as lack of access to education, systemic racism, and limited opportunities, they still managed to push forward with determination. These
inventors didnt just create; they persevered, gaining patents and recognition in an era that didnt easily accept their brilliance. Support from their communities and mentorship played a crucial role in their success. Many of these black inventors had to face continuous obstacles, yet creativity and resilience led them to innovate things that have been
used for a long time. These individuals prove how much circumstances can change through innovative ideas. Why Black Representation in Innovation Matters? Black innovators inspire the next generation. When young Black students look up to successful Black inventors, they believe that they, too, can break barriers in fields such as science,
technology, and engineering. Representation matters because it fuels dreams, empowers people, and challenges societal norms. Ways to Learn More and Celebrate Black Inventors If youre interested in learning more about Black inventors, start with books like Black Inventors in America and watch documentaries such as The Black Inventors Story.
Museums like the Smithsonian provide exhibits that showcase the contributions of African American innovators. Aspiring inventors can explore STEM programs and scholarships designed for Black students to encourage and support their journey into science and technology. The Bottom Line The legacy of Black inventors is a testament to resilience,
creativity, and innovation. Their contributions have forever changed the world, and by honoring their work, we ensure that their stories inspire future generations. We continue to celebrate their achievements, share their stories, and support new innovators in their journey. Readers Favorites: Public Domain17911859The first African American U.S.
patent recipient, Thomas L. Jennings was working as a tailor and businessman in New York City when he invented a process for dry-cleaning delicate clothing known as dry-scouring. Jennings applied for a patent in 1820 and received his history-making approval the following year. With the money he earned from his invention, the formerly enslaved
person donated to abolitionist causes and even reportedly freed his still-enslaved family members.Public Domain1832-1904In 1892, Sarah Boone patented a design improvement to Elijah McCoys ironing board. The North Carolina native wrote in her application that the purpose of her invention was to produce a cheap, simple, convenient, and highly
effective device, particularly adapted to be used in ironing the sleeves and bodies of ladies garments.Read More about Sarah BooneAdvertisement - Continue Reading BelowPublic Domain1838-1918Anyone whos ridden modern elevators has Alexander Miles to thank for the stair alternatives automatic doors. Prior to his designs 1867 patent, riders had
to manually open and close two sets of doors when entering and exiting elevator cars. If a passenger happened to forget to close one of the doors, subsequent elevator riders risked a potentially fatal fall down the elevator shaft. Because, as the adage goes, necessity is the mother of invention, Miles created a mechanism that forced both elevator doors
to close simultaneously, thus preventing dangerous accidents.Henry Ford Collection/Public Domain1844-19290f the 57 patents Elijah McCoyreportedly the namesake for the popular, complimentary phrase the real McCoyreceived over his lifetime, the portable ironing board might be one of the most timeless. As the story goes, having to iron on
uneven surfaces frustrated his wife, Mary Eleanor Delaney, and so he created the ironing board to make her life a little easier. McCoy received the patent for this particular creation in May 1874. He is also the man behind another major invention beloved by homeowners: the lawn sprinkler.Read More about Elijah McCoyAdvertisement - Continue
Reading BelowGetty Images1877-1963Garrett Morgan was a prolific Black inventor whose early patent for an improved sewing machine design provided financial security for him and his family. The Kentucky native was also concerned about the welfare of others. His safety hood, patented in 1914, was a breathing device that filtered out harmful
elements and became the prototype for the World War Iera gas mask. He also created a more sophisticated traffic signal by adding a warning light, similar to what we use on streets today.Read More about Garrett MorganAdvertisement - Continue Reading BelowGetty Images1893-1961Before Frederick McKinley Jones developed the automatic
refrigeration equipment used in long-haul trucks that transport perishables in the late 1940s, the only way to keep food cold en route to delivery destinations was by using ice. Thanks to his invention, grocery stores were able to buy and sell products (many of which you probably purchase regularly) from far distances without the risk of them spoiling
during transport. Jones technology was also used to transport blood during World War II.Read More about Frederick McKinley JonesAlamy1895-death unknownThe central heating furnace design that Alice H. Parker patented in December 1919 made use of natural gas for the first time to keep homes warm and toasty. Inspiring her innovation: the
limited efficiency of fireplaces (along with the smoke and ash they produce) during the cold winters at her Morristown, New Jersey, house. Many modern homes still employ a similar forced air heating system for which her idea was a precursor.Advertisement - Continue Reading Belowcreative commons1922-1999Another New York City resident,
Marie Van Brittan Brown created an early version of the modern home security system. Feeling unsafe due to her neighborhoods high crime rate, the full-time nurse rigged a motorized camera to record her home entryway and project images onto a TV monitor. Also included in her setup was a two-way microphone in order to communicate with
visitors without opening the door, as well as a panic button to notify police of any potential emergency in progress. After filing to patent the closed circuit TV security system in 1966, Brown received her approval in December 1969.Getty Images1942-2019A true visionary, Patricia Bath became the first Black female doctor to receive a medical patent
when she invented a laser cataract treatment device called a Laserphaco Probe in 1986. It was one of several firsts the ophthalmologist achieved. The co-founder of the American Institute for the Prevention of Blindness patented her invention in 1988. Now used around the world, Baths device has improved sight for millions of people.Read More about
Patricia BathAdvertisement - Continue Reading BelowAP1957-presentWe have Mark Dean to thank for several computer innovations that we might take for granted today. The color PC monitor (that you might be using right now) is just one of them. With more than 20 patents to his name, Dean also led the IBM team that created the first gigahertz
chip, a groundbreaking innovation that can handle a billion calculations per second, and co-created a system to allow peripheral devices like monitors and printers to plug directly into computers.Read More about Mark DeanAdrienne DonicaDeputy EditorAdrienne directs the daily news operation and content production for Biography.com. She joined
the staff in October 2022 and most recently worked as an editor for Popular Mechanics, Runners World, and Bicycling. Adrienne has served as editor-in-chief of two regional print magazines, and her work has won several awards, including the Best Explanatory Journalism award from the Alliance of Area Business Publishers. Her current working
theory is that people are the point of life, and shes fascinated by everyone who (and every system that) creates our societal norms. When shes not behind the news desk, find her hiking, working on her latest cocktail project, or eating mint chocolate chip ice cream.Advertisement - Continue Reading BelowCan you imagine life without blood banks,
personal computers, or affordable shoes? These innovative creationsand morewouldnt exist today if it werent for the brilliant minds of these 10 Black inventors.1. Thomas L. JenningsA laundry operation circa 1925. | Chaloner Woods/Getty ImagesThomas L. Jennings (17911859) was the first African American person to receive a patent in the U.S.,
paving the way for future inventors of color to gain exclusive rights to their inventions. Jennings lived and worked in New York City as a tailor and dry cleaner. He invented an early method of dry cleaning called dry scouring and patented it in 1821four years before Paris tailor Jean Baptiste Jolly-Bellin refined his own chemical technique and
established what many people claim was historys first dry cleaning business.People objected to an Black person receiving a patent, but Jennings had a loophole: He was a free man. At the time, U.S. patent laws said that the [enslaver] is the owner of the fruits of the labor of the slave both manual and intellectualmeaning enslaved people couldnt
legally own their ideas or inventions, but nothing was stopping Jennings. Several decades later, Congress extended patent rights to all African American individuals, both enslaved and free.Jennings used the money from his invention to free the rest of his family and donate to abolitionist causes.2. Mark E. DeanIBM personal computer. | Dunk, Flickr //
CC BY 2.0If you ever owned the original IBM personal computer, you can partially credit its existence to Mark E. Dean (born 1957). The computer scientist/engineer worked for IBM, where he led the team that designed the ISA busthe hardware interface that allows multiple devices like printers, modems, and keyboards to be plugged into a computer.
This innovation helped pave the way for the personal computers use in office and business settings.Dean also helped develop the first color computer monitor, and in 1999 he led the team of programmers that created the worlds first gigahertz chip. Today, the computer scientist holds three of the companys original nine patents, and more than 20
overall.Dean was inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame in 1997.3. Madam C. J. WalkerMadam C.]J. Walker beauty products. | Craig Barritt/Getty Images for EssenceMadam C. J. Walker(18671919) is often referred to as Americas first self-made female millionairea far cry from her roots as the daughter of Louisiana sharecroppers. The
entrepreneur was born Sarah Breedlove, and her early life was filled with hardships: By the age of 20, she was both an orphan and a widow.Breedloves fortunes changed after she moved to St. Louis, where her brothers worked as barbers. She suffered from hair loss, and experimented with various products, including hair care recipes developed by a
Black businesswoman named Annie Malone.Breedlove became a sales representative for Malone and relocated to Denver, where she also married Charles Joseph Walker, a St. Louis newspaperman. Soon after, she began selling her own hair-growing formula developed specifically for Black women.Breedlove renamed herself Madam C.J. Walker,
heavily promoted her products, and established beauty schools, salons, and training facilities across America. She died a famous millionaire and is today considered to be one of the founders of the African American hair care and cosmetics industry.4. Charles Richard DrewCharles Richard Drew. | Associated Photographic Services, Inc., Wikimedia
Commons // Public DomainCountless individuals owe their lives to Charles Richard Drew (19041950), the physician responsible for Americas first major blood banks. Drew attended McGill University Faculty of Medicine in Montreal, where he specialized in surgery. During a post-graduate internship and residency, the young doctor studied transfusion
medicineand later, while studying at Columbia University, he refined key methods of collecting, processing, and storing plasma.In 1940, World War II was in full swing in Europe, and Drew was put in charge of a project called Blood for Britain. He helped collect thousands of pints of plasma from New York hospitals, and shipped them overseas to treat
European soldiers. Drew is also responsible for introducing the use of bloodmobilesrefrigerated trucks that service as collection centers and transport blood.The following year, Drew developed another blood bank for military personnel under the American Red Crossan effort that grew into the American Red Cross Blood Donor Service. Eventually, he
resigned in protest after he learned that the military separated blood donations according to race.Drew spent the remainder of his life working as a surgeon and a professor, and in 1943, he became the first Black doctor to be chosen as an examiner for the American Board of Surgery.5. Marie Van Brittan BrownA CCTV camera outside a home. | Matt
Cardy/Getty ImagesHomeowners can rest a little easier thanks to Marie Van Brittan Brown (19221999), a nurse and inventor who created a precursor to the modern home TV security system. The crime rate was high in Browns New York City neighborhood, and the local police didnt always respond to emergencies. To feel safer, Brown and her
husband developed a way for a motorized camera to peer through a set of peepholes and project images onto a TV monitor. The device also included a two-way microphone to speak with a person outside, and an emergency alarm button to notify the police.The Browns filed a patent for their closed-circuit television security system in 1966, and it was
approved on December 2, 1969.6. George CarruthersGeorge Carruthers surrounded by other scientists looking at the Lunar Surface Ultraviolet Camera. | NASA, Wikimedia Commons // Public DomainGeorge Carruthers (19392020) was an astrophysicist who spent much of his career working with the Space Science Division of the Naval Research
Laboratory (NRL) in Washington, D.C. Hes most famous for creating the ultraviolet camera/spectrograph, which NASA used when it launched Apollo 16 in 1972. It helped prove that molecular hydrogen existed in interstellar space, and in 1974 space scientists used a new model version of the camera to observe Halleys Comet and other celestial
phenomena on the U.S.s first space station, Skylab.Carruthers was inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame in 2003.Read More About Inventions Here:7. Patricia BathDr. Patricia Bath in 2012. | Jemal Countess/Getty ImagesDr. Patricia Bath (19422019) revolutionized the field of ophthalmology when she invented a device that refined laser
cataract surgery, called the Laserphaco Probe. She patented the invention in 1988, and today shes recognized as the first female African American doctor to receive a medical patent.Bath was a trailblazer in other areas, too: She was the first Black American to finish a residency in ophthalmology at New York University and the first woman to chair an
ophthalmology residency program in the U.S. She also co-founded the American Institute for the Prevention of Blindness. If that werent enough, Baths research on health disparities between Black patients and other patients gave birth to a new discipline, community ophthalmology, in which volunteer eye workers offer primary care and treatment to
underserved populations.8. Jan Ernst MatzeligerJan Ernst Matzeliger. | Wikimedia Commons // Public DomainIn the 19th century, the average person couldnt afford shoes. That changed thanks to Jan Ernst Matzeliger(18521889), an immigrant from Dutch Guiana (modern-day Surinam) who worked as an apprentice in a Massachusetts shoe factory.
Matzeliger invented an automated machine that attached a shoes upper part to its sole. Once it was refined, the device could make 700 pairs of shoes each daya far cry from the 50 per day that the average worker once sewed by hand. Matzeligers creation led to lower shoe prices, making them finally within financial reach for the average American.9.
Alexander MilesAlexander Miles. | Duluth Public Library Archives, Wikimedia Commons // Public DomainNot much is known about Alexander Miless life (18381918), but we do know that the inventor was living in Duluth, Minnesota, when he designed an important safety feature for elevators: automatic doors. During the 19th century, passengers had
to manually open and close doors to both the elevator and its shaft. If a rider forgot to close the shaft door, other people risked accidentally falling down the long, vertical hole. Miless designwhich he patented in 1887allowed both of these doors to close at once, preventing unfortunate accidents. Todays elevators still employ a similar technology.10.
George Washington CarverGeorge Washington Carver. | Frances Benjamin Johnston, Wikimedia Commons // Public DomainGeorge Washington Carver (1860s1943) was born into slavery in Missouri. The Civil War ended when he was a boy, allowing the young man the chance to receive an education. Higher education opportunities for Black
Americans were limited at the time, but Carver eventually received his undergraduate and masters degrees in agricultural science at Iowa State Agricultural College.After graduation, Carver was hired by Booker T. Washington to run the Tuskegee Institutes agricultural department in Alabama. He taught farmers about fertilization and crop
rotationand since the regions primary crop was cotton, which drains nutrients from the soil, the scientist conducted studies to determine which crops could restore soil health in the region. Legumes and sweet potatoes enriched the fields, but there wasnt much demand for either. So Carver developed more than 300 products using the humble peanut,
ranging from laundry soaps to plastics and diesel fuel. By 1940, it was the Souths second-largest cash crop.A version of this story originally ran in 2022; it has been updated for 2024.1Westend61//Getty ImagesCrum, a chef and restaurateur, is said to have unintentionally created the potato chip during the summer of 1853. They were made in response
to a customer who sent back their fried potatoes after complaining they were too thick. The crisps were an instant hit, and though Crum never patented the creations, chips are arguably now one of the worlds favorite snacks. 2Bettman//Getty ImagesFrederick McKinley Jones left his mark with the development of refrigeration equipment, receiving
over 40 patents for it. In the 1930s, he began inventing automatic refrigerated air-cooling units for trucks, trains, ships, and planes, which helped the preservation of food. His creation, the Thermo King, allowed people to eat fresh food year-round. His work also contributed to the preservation of blood and medicine, proving to be particularly useful
during WWIL. In 1991, he became the first African American to receive the National Medal of Technology. Advertisement - Continue Reading Below3Kean Collection//Getty ImagesWoods accumulated almost 60 patents during his lifetime, many of which improved the functioning of railroads. One of his most notable was the induction telegraph system,
which allowed traveling trains to communicate with one another while also allowing workers to locate them.4Universal History Archive//Getty ImagesSo many of us know George Washington Carver as the man famous for giving us peanut butter (bless him), but hes responsible for much more. As an agricultural chemist, in an effort to increase the
profitability of sweet potatoes and peanuts (which thrived in the South as opposed to dwindling cotton supply), Carver began conducting experiments in 1896 and created 518 new products from the crops. They include ink, dye, soap, cosmetics, flour, vinegar, and synthetic rubber. He publicly revealed his experiments in 1914.Advertisement -
Continue Reading Below5Michael Ochs Archives//Getty ImagesMadam C.J. Walker was the first African American woman to become a self-made millionaire after creating a line of hair products geared toward Black hair. (She created the first, Madam Walkers Wonderful Hair Grower, in 1905.) A Netflix series based upon her life, Self Made, premiered
in March 2020.6Malorny//Getty Imageslts safe to say that Garrett Morgans most prominent original designs have saved thousands of lives since their invention. Take his traffic signal, which he patented in 1922. It was the first to offer a third caution signal, which we now know as the yellow light. And in 1912, Morgan received a patent for his
Breathing Device, which was one of the earliest versions of a gas mask.Advertisement - Continue Reading Below7Courtesy Duluth Public LibraryAnother innovation that contributed to saving lives was Alexander Miless elevator design. Before him, elevators were operated manually; people had to physically open and close the doors of both the elevator
and the shaft every time. Miles realized the constant hazard this posed when riding on an elevator with the shaft door open with his daughter. In 1887, he obtained the patent for his invention, including a flexible belt attached to the elevator cage, allowing the doors to function automatically. He was inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame
in 2007. Advertisement - Continue Reading Below9The Washington Post//Getty ImagesThough she filed a total of five patents, Mary Beatrice Davidson Kenner is thought to be one of the most forgotten Black inventors, despite her contributions to society. She patented the sanitary belt in 1957, which was adjustable and had a moisture-proof napkin
pocket in a time where women were still using cloth pads for their periods. She also created a serving tray that could be attached to a walking frame, a toilet tissue holder, and back washer that could be mounted on the wall of the shower.10]Jeff Greenberg//Getty ImagesBrown filed a patent in 1966 for the first-ever home security system after wanting
to increase her own houses security in her Queens, New York, neighborhood. Her original design contained a camera, a two-way microphone, peepholes, and monitors, all serving as the foundations for todays modern systems.Advertisement - Continue Reading Below11NurPhoto//Getty ImagesJackson, the first African American woman to earn a
doctorate at MIT, is responsible for monumental telecommunications research that led to the invention of products such as the touch-tone phone, portable fax, fiber optic cables, and caller ID. In 2014, President Barack Obama named her the co-chair of the Presidents Intelligence Advisory.12Science & Society Picture Library//Getty
ImagesAdvertisement - Continue Reading Below13Thomas S. EnglandThe engineer developed this mega water gun in his free time while working at NASAs Jet Propulsion Laboratory. And once the toy, dubbed the Super Soaker, hit shelves in 1990, its popularity skyrocketed. In 2017, Forbes reported that it had earned over $1 billion in retail sales.
14The Washington Post//Getty ImagesAdvertisement - Continue Reading Below15]Jemal Countess//Getty ImagesBath was a prolific ophthalmologist, research scientist, and laser scientist who studied both domestically and globally, and is known for her significant contributions to the medical fieldincluding fighting against blindness. We also have her
to thank for a new area of focus called "community opthalmology," which helps provide marginalized groups around the world with the eye care they need.She was also an inventor: "I am most proud of my invention of a new technique and concept for cataract surgery, known as laserphaco, which is defined by my publications as well as patents," she
told The National Library of Medicine.In 1974, Bath became the first female ophthalmologist on staff at the University of California at Los Angeles School of Medicine Jules Stein Eye Institute. She also made national history in 1983, when she became the first female chair of an ophthalmology residency program.McKenzie Jean-PhilippeEditorial
AssistantMcKenzie Jean-Philippe is the editorial assistant at OprahMag.com covering pop culture, TV, movies, celebrity, and lifestyle. She loves a great Oprah viral moment and all things Netflixbut come summertime, Big Brother has her heart. On a day off you'll find her curled up with a new juicy romance novel.Jane BurnettAssistant EditorJane
Burnett is an Assistant Editor at Oprah Daily, where she writes a variety of lifestyle content for the editorial team. She's a journalist with a pop culture sweet toothwhen she isn't catching up on celebrity news, she's usually listening to a podcast! Jane was previously an on-air reporter in local news, and worked at Thrive Global, Ladders News, and
Reuters. She also interned at CNBC through the Emma Bowen Foundation, and is a member of the National Association of Black Journalists (NABJ).Watch NextAdvertisement - Continue Reading Below Updated: May 01, 2025 08:18 AM ESTMany Black inventors struggled through hardship, poverty, and, in some circumstances, slavery.Still, they
prevailed and proved their genius to the world.The following are but a few of the many inventive and talented Black community members who have contributed greatly to progress in the United States.Many of the entries on this list are derived from the work ofHenry Baker, who worked for the U.S. Patent Office between the late 1800s and early
1900s. At this time, African-Americans had few rights, so Henry wanted to make sure that a few, at least, received some form of unofficial recognition for their contributions to society.This list is long and rather comprehensive. But, of course, its far from exhaustive. Hame Attachment (Date: April 14, 1891, Patent No: 450550)William B. Abrams was an
African American inventor best known for his contribution to agricultural technology through the development of the Hame Attachment, for which he was granted U.S. Patent No. 450,550 on April 14, 1891. His innovation addressed a critical issue in horse-drawn transportation and farming, ensuring a more efficient and durable attachment system for



hames, the curved pieces of wood or metal used in horse harnesses.The hames, which formed the rigid structure of horse collars, were vital in distributing the load and ensuring that the pulling force was applied evenly. Recognizing the need for a more durable and effective method, Abrams designed an improved hame attachment that provided
greater security and stability.2. Alcorn, George Edward Jr.Selected Invention(s):What their invention or inventions was/were: X-ray spectrometer for distant galaxies and 19 others.Additional information: Alcorn is best known as the inventor of the Imagining X-Ray Spectrometer. This ultimately earned him the NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Inventor of the Year in 1984.Alcorn was born in March of 1940 and would later earn his B.A. in Physics in 1962, a Masters in 1963, and Ph.D. in 1967. He would spend a large portion of his career at NASA. Alcorn has around 20 other inventions to his name too.3. Allen, C. W.Selected Invention(s): Self-Leveling Table (Date: November 1, 1898, Patent
No: 613436)4. Allen, J. B.Selected Invention(s): Clothes Line Support (Date: December 12, 1895, Patent No: 551105)5. Ashbourne, A. P.Selected Invention(s): Process for Preparing Coconut for Domestic Use (Date: June 1, 1875, Patent No: 163962) Biscuit Cutter (Date: November 30, 1875, Patent No: 170460) Refining Coconut Oil (Date: July 27,
1880, Patent No: 230518) Process of Treating Coconut (Date: August 21, 1877, Patent No: 194287)6. Bailes, Wm.Selected Invention(s): Ladder Scaffold-Support (Date: August 5, 1879, Patent No: 218154)7. Bailey, L. C.Selected Invention(s): Combined Truss and Bandage (Date: September 25, 1883, Patent No: 285545) Folding Bed (Date: July 18,
1899, Patent No: 629286)Additional information: Bailey was born in 1825 into poverty and was physically disabled. He would go on to receive various patents for his inventions.Bailey also invented the rapid mail-stamping machine, a device to shunt trains to different tracks, and a hernia truss that was adopted by the United States Military. He died in
1905.8. Bailiff, C. O.Selected Invention(s): Shampoo Headrest (Date: October 11, 1898, Patent No: 612008)9. Ballow, W. J.Selected Invention(s): Combined Hat rack and Table (Date: March 29, 1898, Patent No: 601422) Design for Sign (Date: August 19, 1898, Patent No: 29193)12. Bashen, JanetSelected Invention(s): Case management and tracking
software (Date: January 10, 2006, Patent No0:6,985,922)13. Bath, PatriciaSource:National Library of Medicine/Wikimedia Commons >National Library of Medicine/Wikimedia CommonsSelected Invention(s):The Cataract Laserphaco Probe (Date: 17th December 1986, Patent No: 4744360)Additional information: Bath was born in Harlem and would go
on to become a pioneering ophthalmologist, inventor, and academic who is known for inventing a tool and procedure for the removal of cataracts using a laser beam, called the Laserphaco Probe.Bath was born in 1942 in New York and was the daughter of the first African-American motorman to work in the NYC subway. She would show an early
interest and ability in science at a young age. This passion would drive her onwards and upwards.In 1973, Bath became the first African-American to complete a residency in ophthalmology. Shewas the first woman ophthalmologist to be appointed to the faculty of the University of California at Los Angeles School of Medicine Jules Stein Eye Institute
and the first woman to chair an ophthalmology residency program in the United States.14. Beard, A. ]J.Selected Invention(s): Car Coupler (Date: November 23, 1897, Patent No: 594059) Rotary Engine (Date: July 5, 1892, Patent No: 478271)15. Becket, G. ESelected Invention(s): Letter Box (Date: October 4, 1892, Patent No: 483525)16. Bell,
L.Selected Invention(s): Locomotive Smoke Stack (Date: May 23, 1871, Patent No: 115153) Dough Kneader (Date: Dec. 10, 1872, Patent No: 133823)17. Benjamin, L. W.Selected Invention(s): Broom Moisteners and Bridles (Date: May 16, 1893, Patent No: 497747)18. Benjamin, M. E.Selected Invention(s): Gong and Signal Chairs for Hotels (Date: July
17, 1888, Patent No: 386289) Street Sprinkling Apparatus (Date: July 22, 1879, Patent No: 217843)20. Blackburn, A. B.Selected Invention(s): Railway Signal (Date: January 10, 1888, Patent No: 376362) Spring Seat for Chairs (Date: April 3, 1888, Patent No: 380420) Cash Carrier (Date: October 23, 1888, Patent No: 391577)21. Blair, HenrySelected
Invention(s): Seed Planter (Date: October 14, 1834, Patent No: X8447) Cotton Planter (Date: August 31, 1836, Patent No: 15)22. Blue, L.Selected Invention(s): Hand Corn Shelling Device (Date: May 20, 1884, Patent No: 298937)23. Booker, L. F.Selected Invention(s): Design Rubber Scraping Knife (Date: March 28, 1899, Patent No: 30404)24. Boone,
SarahSelected Invention(s): Ironing Board (Date: April 26, 1892, Patent No: 473653)Additional information: Sarah Boone was born a slave in 1832 in North Carolina and would go on to develop a special type of ironing board. Her invention was made from a narrow wooden board that had collapsible legs, with the entire device having a padded
cover.Prior to this invention, the most common solution was a simple plank of wood placed across a pair of chairs.25. Bowman, H. A.Selected Invention(s): Making Flags (Date: February 23, 1892, Patent No: 469395)26. Boykin, OtisSelected Invention(s): Electrical resistor (Date: 21st February 1961, Patent No: 2972726)Additional information: Otis
Boykin was born in Dallas, Texas on August 29, 1920. After his invention of the control unit for pacemakers, he would ironically die from a heart attack in 1982.Boykin would graduate from Fisk College, Tennessee in 1941 and later took up work at in 1945 P.J. Nilsen Research Laboratories to fund further studies at Illinois Institute of Technology. He
dropped out two years later and started his own business in 1947.27. Bradberry, HenriettaSelected Invention(s):Additional information: Benjamin was born a slave, probably in 1830, and was taught to read and write by his masters children. He would show a talent for invention and later devised the first steam engine for a ship.Showing a great
natural talent for invention, his master referred him to the United States Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland to take up a position as an assistant in theirDepartment of Natural and Experimental Philosophy. Hewas the first African American to hold any non-menial post at the Naval Academy.It was here that he developed his own design for a steam
engine.Being a slave, he was not able to patent his invention he did sell the rights to it, however, and used the money to buy his own freedom.29. Brooks, O. B.Selected Invention(s): Punch (Date: October 31, 1893, Patent No: 507672) Street Sweeper (Date: March 17, 1896, Patent No: 556711) Street Sweepers (Date: May 12, 1896, Patent No:
560154)30. Brooks, O.B., Hallstead, G. M., and Page, S.Selected Invention(s): Street Sweepers (Date: April 21, 1896, Patent No: 558719)31. Brown, HenrySelected Invention(s): Receptacle for Storing and Preserving Papers (Date: November 2, 1886, Patent No: 352036)Additional information:The box designed by Brown used a series of hinged trays to
separate papers and store them securely. It was especially useful for storing carbon papers, which could be damaged by scraping against the lid or other documents.The invention was a precursor to the personal safe. Although it was not the first patent for a strongbox, it was an improvement.32. Brown, L. F.Selected Invention(s): Bridle Bit (Date:
October 25, 1892, Patent No: 484994)33. Brown, Marie Van Brittan, and Brown, AlbertSelected Invention(s): Home security system utilizing television surveillance (Date: December 2, 1969, Patent N0:3482037)Additional information: Marie V. B. Brown was born in 1922 and as an adult, she livedin a crime-ridden neighborhood of Queens, NYC. Brown
worked as a nurse, and her husband, Albert Brown, was an electronics technician. Their work hours meant that Brown was often home by herself. Concerned about the slow police response times to their neighborhood, Brown created a system that would allow her to know who was at her home and contact authorities quickly in the event of a break-
in.Her original invention was included peepholes, a camera, monitors, a two-way microphone, and an alarm button to contact the police.Browns security system was the foundation for modern, two-way communication and surveillance systems.Browns invention gained her an award from the National Scientists Committee.34. Burr, J. A.Selected
Invention(s): Lawn Mower (Date: May 9, 1889, Patent No: 624749) Substitute for Inking Ribbons on Typewriters (Date: January 12, 1897, Patent No: 575145)36. Burwell, W.Selected Invention(s): Boot or Shoe (Date: November 28, 1899, Patent No: 638043)37. Butler, R. A.Selected Invention(s): Train Alarm (Date: June 15, 1897, Patent No: 584540)38.
Butts, J. W.Selected Invention(s): Luggage Carrier (Date: October 10, 1899, Patent No: 634611)39. Byrd, T. J.Selected Invention(s): Improvement in Holders for Reins for Horses (Date: February 6, 1872, Patent No: 123328) Apparatus for Detaching Horses From Carriages (Date: March 19, 1872, Patent No: 124790) Improvement in Neck Yokes For
Wagons (Date: April 30, 1872, Patent No: 126181) Improvement in Car Couplings (Date: December 1, 1874, Patent No: 157370)40. Campbell, W. S.Selected Invention(s): Self-Setting Animal Trap (Date: August 30, 1881, Patent No: 246369) Invalid Cot (Date: July 25, 1899, Patent No: 629658)42. Carrington, T. A.Selected Invention(s): Cooking Range
(Date: July 25, 1876, Patent No: 180323)43. Carruthers, George R.Selected Invention(s):-Image converter for detecting electromagnetic radiation, especially in short wavelengths (Date: November 11, 1966, Patent No: 3478216)44. Carter, W. G.Selected Invention(s): Umbrella Stand (Date: August 4, 1885, Patent No: 323397)45. Carver, George
WashingtonSource:National Park Service Selected Invention(s):-Cosmetics And Producing The Same (Date: 6th January 1925, Patent No: 1522176)-Paint And Stain And Producing The Same, Producing Paint And Stains Cosmetics And Producing The Same (Date: June 9, 1925, Patent No: 1541478) Process of Producing Paint And Stains (Date: June 14,
1927, Patent No: 1632365)Additional information: Carver was born a slave in Missouri sometime between 1860 and 1865 (no exact records exist). After the Civil War, Carvers mother taught him to read and write. Later,he traveled to a school for Black children 10 miles away.He then homesteaded a claim, where he conducted biological experiments
and compiled a geological collection.He would later devise over 300 different uses for peanuts, including cooking oil, printers ink, and axle grease.George earned his Bachelors degree in Agricultural Science from Iowa State in 1894 the first Black student at the college and he followed this up with a masters in 1896. He later taught at the Tuskegee
Institute,becoming a prominent scientific expert.In 1916, he was made a member of the British Royal Society of Arts and later advised Indian leaderMahatma Gandhion matters of agriculture and nutrition. He received the 1923 Spingarn Medal and was posthumously inducted into the National Inventors Hall of Fame.46. Certain, J. M.Selected
Invention(s): Parcel Carrier for Bicycles (Date: December 26, 1899, Patent No: 639708)47. Cherry, M. A.Selected Invention(s): Velocipede (Date: May 8, 1888, Patent No: 382351) Street Car Finder (Date: January 1, 1895, Patent No: 531908)48. Church, T. S.Selected Invention(s): Carpet Beating Machine (Date: July 22, 1884, Patent No: 302237)
Trestle (Date: October 9, 1888, Patent No: 390753)50. Coates, R.Selected Invention(s): Overboot for Horses (Date: April 19, 1892, Patent No: 473295)51. Cook, G.Selected Invention(s): Automatic Fishing Device (Date: May 30, 1899, Patent No: 625829)52. Coolidge, J. S.Selected Invention(s): Harness Attachment (Date: November 13, 1888, Patent No:
392908)53. Cooper, A. R.Selected Invention(s): Shoemakers Jack (Date: August 22, 1899, Patent No: 631519)54. Cooper, J.Selected Invention(s): Shutter and Fastening (Date: May 1, 1883, Patent No: 276563) Elevator Safety Device (Date: April 2, 1895, Patent No: 536605) Elevator Safety Device (Date: September 21, 1897, Patent No: 590257)55.
Cornwell, P. W.Selected Invention(s): Draft Regulator (Date: October 2, 1888, Patent No: 390284)56. Cosgrove, W. F.Selected Invention(s): Automatic Stop Plug for Gas Oil Pipes (Date: March 17, 1885, Patent No: 313993) Capillary Liquid Fuel Nuclear Reactor (Date: April 27, 1982, Patent No: 4327443)58. Cralle, A. L.Selected Invention(s): Ice-
Cream Mold (Date: February 2, 1897, Patent No: 576395)Additional information: Alfred L. Cralle was a Black American inventor and businessman. He is best known for his invention of the ice cream scoop. Cralle was born on the 4th of September 1866 in Virginia.He never acquired a formal education beyond basic schooling as a child. He worked
various odd jobs and devised the idea for his scoop whilst working at a hotel in Pittsburgh,Pennsylvania, where he noticed how much difficulty people were having serving ice cream with spoons and ladles alone. However, he did not become famous or profit from his ice cream scoop. It spread so quickly that people never knew Cralle was the inventor.
He was tragically killed during a car accident in 1920. Steam Feed Water Trap (Date: March 17, 1895, Patent No: 313854) Steam Trap Feeder (Date: December 11, 1888, Patent No: 394463)60. Crosthwait, DavidSelected Invention(s): Arrangements for drainage, venting or aerating for steam heating systems (Date: September 10, 1929, Patent No:
1727965)61. Darkins, J. T.Selected Invention(s): Ventilation Aid (Date: February 19, 1895, Patent No: 534322)62. Davis, I. D.Selected Invention(s): Tonic (Date: November 2, 1886, Patent No: 351829)63. Davis, W. D.Selected Invention(s): Riding Saddles (Date: October 6, 1896, Patent No: 568939)64. Davis, W. R., Jr.Selected Invention(s): Library
Table (Date: September 24, 1878, Patent No: 208378)65. De Leon, Martha (Mary) JonesSource:U.S. Patent Database Search >U.S. Patent Database SearchSelected Invention(s): Cooking apparatus (Date: June 24, 1873, Patent No: 140253)Additional information: Martha DelL.eon was only the second African-American woman to receive a patent for her
invention. Her invention was an early precursor of the steam tables that we see at food buffets worldwide today. Improvement in Shoes (Date: April 30, 1867, Patent No: 64205)67. Dickinson, J. H.Selected Invention(s): Player piano (Date: June 11, 1912, Patent No: 1028996) Arm for Recording Machine (Date: January 8, 1918, Patent No: 1252411)68.
Dorsey, O.Selected Invention(s): Door-holding Device (Date: December 10, 1878, Patent No: 210764)69. Dorticus, C. J.Selected Invention(s): Device for Applying Coloring Liquid to Sides of Soles Or Heels of Shoes (Date: March 19, 1895, Patent No: 535820) Machine for Embossing Photographs (Date: April 16, 1895, Patent No: 537442) Photographic
Print Wash (Date: April 23, 1895, Patent No: 537968) Hose Leak Stop (Date: July 18, 1899, Patent No: 629315)70. Downing, Gertrude E.Selected Invention(s): Corner and Baseboard Cleaner Attachment for Rotary Floor Treatment Machines (Date: February 13, 1973, Patent No: 3715772) Electric Switch for Railroad (Date: June 17, 1890, Patent No:
430118) Street Letter Box (Date: October 27, 1891, Patent No: 462093)72. Drew, Charles R. MdSelected Invention(s): Apparatus For Preserving Blood/Blood Plasma Bag (Date: November 10, 1942, Patent No: 2301710)73. Dunnington, J. H.Selected Invention(s): Horse Detachers (Date: March 16, 1897, Patent No: 578979)74. Edmonds, T. H.Selected
Invention(s): Separating Screens (Date: July 20, 1897, Patent No: 586724)75. Eglin, EllenSource:Library of Congress/Wikimedia Commons Selected Invention(s): Improved Clothes Ringer (Date: September 8, 1891, Patent N0:459343) sold to the registered patent holder O. Wheeler.Additional information: Little is known about Ellen Eglin except she
was born in 1849 and worked as a housekeeper and is the inventor of a mechanical clothes wringer.Afraid that no one would buy the invention because of her race, she sold her invention to an agent for a pittance in 1888. She died in 1890 without having received any recognition for her device in her lifetime. Bidirectional monitoring and control
system (Date: December 28, 1976, Patent No: 4000400)77. Elkins, T.Selected Invention(s): Dining, Ironing Table, and Quilting Frame Combined (Date: February 22, 1870, Patent No: 100020) Chamber Commode (Date: January 9, 1872, Patent No: 122518) Refrigerating Apparatus (Date: November 4, 1879, Patent No: 221222)78. Evans, J. H.Selected
Invention(s): Convertible Settees (Date: October 5, 1897, Patent No: 591095)79. Faulkner, H.Selected Invention(s): Ventilated Shoe (Date: April 29, 1890, Patent No: 426495)80. Ferrell, F. J.Selected Invention(s): Steam Trap (Date: February 11, 1890, Patent No: 420993) Apparatus for Melting Snow (Date: May 27, 1890, Patent No: 428670)81. Fisher,
D. A.Selected Invention(s): Joiners Clamp (Date: April 20, 1875, Patent No: 162281) Furniture Castor (Date: March 14, 1876, Patent No: 174794)-Euphonica (a type ofGuitar) (Date: March 30, 1886, Patent No: 338727)83. Goode, Sarah E.Selected Invention(s): Folding Cabinet Bed (Date: July 14, 1885, Patent No: 322177)Additional information: Born
into slavery in 1850, Goode was the secondof seven children. She was freed at the end of the Civil War, and went on to become one of the first African-Americans to be awarded a patent.It was in Chicago where Sarah met her husband, Archibald Goode, a carpenter, and stair builder. Possessing an entrepreneurial spirit, Goode opened a furniture
store.Many of her customers lived in small apartments and didnt have much space for furniture.As a solution, Goode invented a cabinet bed, similar to what would now be called a Murphy bed. When the bed was not being used, it could also serve as a roll-top desk. Goode died on April 8, 1905, in Chicago at the age of 50. Method and apparatus for
converting chemical and thermal energy into electricity (Date: January 30, 1996, Patent No: 5487957) Method and apparatus for producing multivortex fluid flow(Date: October 10, 1995, Patent No: 5487957)85. Grant, G. F.Selected Invention(s): Golf Tee (Date: December 12, 1899, Patent No: 638920)Additional information: Grant was an African
American dentist, academic, and inventor.He was born in 1846 in New York, to former slaves.When he was fifteen years old, he was hired by a local dentist, Dr. Albert Smith, as an errand boy. Dr. Smith soon promoted him to lab assistant and encouraged him to pursue a career indentistry. In 1868, he andRobert Tanner Freemanbecame the first
blacks to enroll in Harvard Dental School. After receiving his degree in 1870, he became the first African American faculty member at Harvard.Grant was also an avid golfer and in 1899 he invented his golf tee, which was whittled from wood and capped a latex resin used for root canals. Grant died in 1910 from liver disease.86. Grant, W. S.Selected
Invention(s): Curtain Rod Support (Date: August 4, 1896, Patent No: 565075)87. Gray, R. H.Selected Invention(s): Baling Press (Date: August 28, 1894, Patent No: 525203) Cistern Cleaner (Date: April 9, 1895, Patent No: 537151)88. Gregory, J.Selected Invention(s): Motor (Date: April 26, 1887, Patent No: 361937)89. Grenon, H.Selected Invention(s):
Razor Stropping Device (Date: February 18, 1896, Patent No: 554867)90. Griffin, T. W.Selected Invention(s): Pool Table Attachment (Date: June 13, 1899, Patent No: 626902)91. Gunn, S. W.Selected Invention(s): Adjustable Boot or Shoe (Date: January 16, 1900, Patent No: 641642)92. Haines, J. H.Selected Invention(s): Portable Shampooing Basin
(Date: September 28, 1897, Patent No: 590833)Asphalt emulsion and manufacture thereof(Date: October 18, 1932, Patent No:1,882,834)Vitamin Concetrate(Date: November 26, 1935, Patent No:2,022,464)Manufacture of Nitrogen-Fortified Whey Concentrate(Date: November 28, 1944, Patent No:2,363,730)Additional information: Lloyd Hall was a
Black American inventor, chemist, and scientist. He is best known for his work on food preservation techniques. Hall was born in 1894 in Elgin, Illinois, and earned his degree in B.Sc. in Pharmaceutical Chemistry in 1916.He would later take up employment at Griffiths Laboratories where he would devise his new techniques for food preservation. Hall
died in 1971.94. Hammonds, J. F.Selected Invention(s): Apparatus for Holding Yarn Skeins (Date: December 15, 1896, Patent No: 572985)95. Harding, F. H.Selected Invention(s): Extension Banquet Table (Date: November 22, 1898, Patent No: 614468) Lantern Or Lamp (Date: August 19, 1884, Patent No: 303844)97. Harper, SolomonSelected
Invention(s):-Thermostatic controlled hair curlers, combs, and irons (Date: August 11, 1953, Patent No: 2648757)98. Harris, Dr. Betty WrightSelected Invention(s): ATB Spot Testfor 1,3,5-triamino-2,4,6-trinitrobenzene, TATB (Date: October 21, 1986, Patent No: 4618452)Additional information: Dr. Betty Harris is an American organic analytical
chemist, a leading expert in explosives, environmental remediation, and hazardous waste treatment. She was awarded a patent for her TATB spot test, which identifies explosives in a field environment.She was born in July 1940 in rural Louisiana and was one of 12 children. Harris later earned her Bachelors in Chemistry in 1961 and her Masters in
1963 followed by her Ph.D. in Chemistry in 1973,from the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque. Gridiron (Date: March 26, 1845, Patent No: 3973)100. Hawkins, Lincoln WalterSelected Invention(s): Alpha olefin hydrocarbons stabilized with carbon black and a carbocyclic thioether(Date: January 10, 1961, Patent No: 2,967,8453973)Additional
information: Hawkins was born in 1911 inWashington, D.C.,the grandson of aslave.After graduating from high school he went toRensselaer Polytechnic Institute, where he was one of only two Black students at the school. He later earned his Doctoratefrom McGill University, in 1938.In 1942, Hawkins became the first Black person to join the technical
staff ofBell Laboratories.Whileworking at Bell Labs, he devised and patented a new polymer plastic cable sheath for cablesthat could withstand extreme fluctuations in temperature and last up to seventy years.Hawkins retired from Bell Labs in 1976 andworked as the director of research of the Plastics Institute of America until 1983. He died in 1992.
Harness Attachment (Date: October 4, 1887, Patent No: 370943)102. Headen, M.Selected Invention(s): Foot Power Hammer (Date: October 5, 1886, Patent No: 350363)103. Hearns, R.Selected Invention(s): Sealing Attachment for Bottles (Date: February 15, 1898, Patent No: 598929) Detachable Car Fender (Date: July 4, 1899, Patent No:
628003)104. Hilyer, A. F.Selected Invention(s): Water Evaporator Attachment For Hot Air Registers (Date: August 26, 1890, Patent No: 435095)105. Hodge, JohnSelected Invention(s):Multiple camera systems and methods (Date: June 3, 2008, Patent No0:7381952)-Substituted benzodioxan sweetening compound(Date: March 27, 1979, Patent
No0:4146650)Fifth-wheel braking control (Date: January 25, 1977, Patent N0:4093265)106. Holley, Kerrie L.Selected Invention(s):Personalized content and services based on profile information (Date: May 13, 2019, Patent No:11165881) Method for capturing evolving data (Date: July 21, 2020, Patent No:10719500)Dynamic digital shelves using big
data (Date: August 27, 2019, Patent N0:10395299)107. Holmes, Lydia M.Selected Invention(s): The Knockdown Wheeled Toy (Date: November 14, 1950, Patent No: 2529692)108. Hull, Wilson E.Selected Invention(s): Sublimation timing switch (Date: November 15, 1966, Patent No: 3286064) Mass release mechanism for satellites (Date: January 28,
1969, Patent No: 3424403)109. Hyde, R. N.Selected Invention(s): Composition for Cleaning and Preserving Carpets (Date: November 6, 1888, Patent No: 392205)110. Jackson, B. F.Selected Invention(s): Heating Apparatus (Date: March 1, 1898, Patent No: 599985) Matrix Drying Apparatus (Date: May 10, 1898, Patent No: 603879) Gas Burner (Date:
April 4, 1899, Patent No: 622482)111. Jackson, H. A.Selected Invention(s): Kitchen Table (Date: October 6, 1896, Patent No: 569135) Railway Switch (Date: March 9, 1897, Patent No: 578641) Railway Switch (Date: November 16, 1897, Patent No: 593665) Automatic Locking Switch (Date: August 23, 1898, Patent No: 609436)113. Jennings, Thomas
L.Selected Invention(s): Dry Scouring Cleaning Technique (Date: October 18, 1821/1843, Patent No: 3306x)Additional information: Jennings was born in 1791 as a freeman who successfully developed a means of cleaning clothes with a technique called dry scouring, the forerunner of todays dry cleaning. Thomas apprenticed as a tailor in his youth
with part of his services being providing dry-cleaning services to clients.Later on, he created his own business as a tailor and dry cleaner and became highly respected by his local community. He used his early profits to buy his wifes and childrens freedom. Photodetector having semi-insulating material and a contoured, substantially periodic surface
(Date: November 26, 1985, Patent No: 4555622) Integrated optical device having integral photodetector (Date: November 3, 1987, Patent No: 4703996) High-speed circuit measurements using photoemission sampling (Date: January 26, 1988, Patent No: 4721910)115. Johnson, D.Selected Invention(s): Lawn Mower Attachment (Date: September 10,
1889, Patent No: 410836) Grass Receivers for Lawn Mowers (Date: June 10, 1890, Patent No: 429629)116. Johnson, I. R.Selected Invention(s): Bicycle Frame (Date: October 10, 1899, Patent No: 634823)117. Johnson, P.Selected Invention(s): Swinging Chairs (Date: November 15, 1881, Patent No: 249530) Eye Protector (Date: November 2, 1880,
Patent No: 234039)118. Johnson, W.Selected Invention(s): Egg Beater (Date: February 5, 1884, Patent No: 292821) Gearing for Overcoming Dead Centers (Date: February 4, 1896, Patent No: 554223) Gearing for Overcoming Dead Centers (Date: October 11, 1898, Patent No: 612345)120. Jones, Albert A. & Long, Amos E.Selected Invention(s): Caps
for Bottles (Date: September 13, 1898, Patent No: 610715)121. Jones, F. M.Selected Invention(s): Ticket Dispensing Machine (Date: June 27, 1939, Patent No: 2163754) Air conditioning Unit (Date: July 12, 1949, Patent No: 2475841) Method for Air Conditioning (Date: December 7, 1954, Patent No: 2696086) Method for Preserving Perishables (Date:
February 12, 1957, Patent No: 2780923) Two-Cycle Gas Engine (Date: May 29, 1945, Patent No: 2376968) Starter Generator for Cooling Gas Engines (Date: July 12, 1949, Patent No: 2475843) Two-Cycle Gas Engine (Date: March 11, 1947, Patent No: 2417253) Means for Thermostatically Operating Gas Engines (Date: July 26, 1949, Patent No:
2477377) Rotary Compressor (Date: April 18, 1950, Patent No: 2504841) System for Controlling Operation of Refrigeration Units (Date: May 23, 1950, Patent No: 2509099) Apparatus for Heating or Cooling Atmosphere within an Enclosure (Date: October 24, 1950, Patent No: 2526874) Prefabricated Refrigerator Construction (Date: December 26,
1950, Patent No: 2535682) Refrigeration Control Device (Date: January 8, 1952, Patent No: 2581956) Methods and Means of Defrosting a Cold Diffuser (Date: January 19, 1954, Patent No: 2666298) Control Device for Internal Combustion Engine (Date: September 2, 1958, Patent No: 2850001) Thermostat and Temperature Control System (Date:
February 23, 1960, Patent No: 2926005) Removable Cooling Units for Compartments (Date: December 14, 1943, Patent No: 2336735) Means for Automatically Stopping & Starting Gas Engines (J.A. Numero et al) (Date: December 21, 1943, Patent No: 2337164)122. Joyce, J. A.Selected Invention(s): Coal or Ore Bucket (Date: April 26, 1898, Patent No:
603143)123. Kelley, George W.Selected Invention(s): Steam Table (Date: October 26, 1897, Patent No: 592591)124. Latimer, L. H. & Brown, C. W.Selected Invention(s): Water Closets for Railway Cars (Date: February 10, 1874, Patent No: 147363)125. Latimer, L. H. & Nichols, J. V.Selected Invention(s): Electric Lamp (Date: September 13, 1881,
Patent No: 247097)126. Latimer, L. H. & Tregoning, J.Selected Invention(s): Globe Support for Electric Lamps (Date: March 21, 1882, Patent No: 255212)127. Latimer, L. H.Selected Invention(s): Manufacturing Carbons (Date: January 17, 1882, Patent No: 252386) Apparatus for Cooling and Disinfecting (Date: January 12, 1886, Patent No: 334078)
Locking Racks for Coats, Hats, & Umbrellas (Date: March 24, 1896, Patent No: 557076)Lewis Howard Latimer (18481928) was an African American inventor, engineer, and patent draftsman who made vital contributions to electrical engineering and telecommunications. His work in improving carbon filament technology for light bulbs played a
crucial role in the widespread adoption of electric lighting. Latimer also worked closely with renowned inventors such asAlexander Graham BellandThomas Edison, playing a key role in some of the most groundbreaking technological advancements of the late 19th and early 20th centuries.128. Lavalette, W. A.Selected Invention(s): Printing Press
(Date: September 17, 1878, Patent No: 208184)129. Lee, H.Selected Invention(s): Animal Trap (Date: February 12, 1867, Patent No: 61941)130. Lee, J.Selected Invention(s): Kneading Machine (Date: August 7, 1894, Patent No: 524042) Bread Crumbing Machine (Date: June 4, 1895, Patent No: 540553)131. Leslie, F. W.Selected Invention(s): Envelope
Seal (Date: September 21, 1897, Patent No: 590325)132. Lewis, A. L.Selected Invention(s): Window Cleaner (Date: September 27, 1892, Patent No: 483359)133. Lewis, E. R.Selected Invention(s): Spring Gun (Date: May 3, 1887, Patent No: 362096)134. Linden, H.Selected Invention(s): Piano Truck (Date: September 8, 1891, Patent No: 459365)135.
Little, E.Selected Invention(s): Bridle-Bit (Date: March 7, 1882, Patent No: 254666)136. Long, A. E. And Jones, A. A.Selected Invention(s): Caps For Bottles (Date: September 13, 1898, Patent No: 610715)137. Loudin, F. J.Selected Invention(s): Sash-Fastener (Date: December 12, 1892, Patent No: 510432)138. Love, J. L.Selected Invention(s):
Plasterers Hawk (Date: July 9, 1895, Patent No: 542419) Pencil Sharpener (Date: November 23, 1897, Patent No: 594114)139. Maceo West, James EdwardSelected Invention(s): Electroacoustic transducer (Date: January 14, 1964, Patent No: 3118022)Additional information: James Edward Maceo West is a prolific American inventor and professor
best-known for the invention of an early microphone called the electroacoustic transducer electret microphone (ETEM). He holds over 250 other patents as well. He was born in Prince Edward County, Virginia in 1931. James would later graduate from Temple University in 1957 with a degree in Physics. He then began a lifetime career at Bell Labs as
a full-time acoustical scientist.140. Marshman, Newman R. & Burridge, L. S.Selected Invention(s): Adding Machine (Date: January 23, 1894, Patent No:513452)141. Martin, Thomas J.Selected Invention(s): Fire Extinguisher (Date: March 26, 1872, Patent No: 125063)142. Martin, W. A.Selected Invention(s): Lock (Date: July 23, 1889, Patent No:
407738) Lock (Date: December 30, 1890, Patent No: 443945) Mechanism for Distributing Tacks (Date: November 26, 1896, Patent No: 415726) Nailing Machine (Date: February 25, 1896, Patent No: 421954) Tack Separating Mechanism (Date: March 25, 1890, Patent No: 423937) Lasting Machine (Date: September 22, 1891, Patent No:
459899)Additional information: Matzliger was born in 1852 in Paramaribo in Dutch Guiana. After experimenting with different designs, Jan Matzeliger invented the shoe-lasting machine that adjusted the shoe leather upper to fit snugly over the mold.Jan was born in 1852, thea son of Surinamese and Dutch parents in Paramaribo in Dutch Guiana (now
called Suriname). He showed interest in mechanics from a young age andbegan working in machine shops at the age of 10. At 19, he left Suriname as a sailor on an East Indian merchant ship, settling in Philadelphia in 1873. Hestarted work at a shoe factory in 1877 and it was here that he conceived of his invention. Source: Ypsilanti Historical
Society/Wikimedia Commons Selected Invention(s): Lubricator (Date: May 27, 1873, Patent No: 139407) Lubricator (Date: March 28, 1882, Patent No: 255443) Lubricator (Date: July 18, 1882, Patent No: 261166) Lubricator (Date: June 16, 1885, Patent No: 320379) Lubricator (Date: February 8, 1887, Patent No: 357491) Lubricator (Date: May 29,
1888, Patent No: 383745) Lubricator (Date: May 29, 1888, Patent No: 383746) Lubricator (Date: December 24, 1889, Patent No: 418139) Lubricator (Date: December 29, 1891, Patent No: 465875) Lubricator (Date: April 5, 1892, Patent No: 472066) Lubricator (Date: September 13, 1898, Patent No: 610634) Lubricator (Date: October 4, 1898, Patent
No: 611759) Oil Cup (Date: November 15, 1898, Patent No: 614307) Lubricator (Date: June 27, 1899, Patent No: 627623) Lubricator for Steam Engines (Date: July 23, 1872, Patent No: 129843) Lubricator for Steam Engines (Date: August 6, 1872, Patent No: 130305) Steam Lubricator (Date: January 20, 1874, Patent No: 146697) Ironing Table (Date:
May 12, 1874, Patent No: 150876) Steam Cylinder Lubricator (Date: February 1, 1876, Patent No: 173032) Steam Cylinder Lubricator (Date: July 4, 1876, Patent No: 179585) Steam Dome for Locomotives (Date: June 16, 1885, Patent No: 320354) Lubricator Attachment (Date: April 19, 1887, Patent No: 361435) Lubricator for Safety Valves (Date:
May 24, 1887, Patent No: 363529) Drip Cup (Date: September 29, 1891, Patent No: 460215)Additional information: Elijah McCoy was born in 1844 in Ontario, Canada. His parents had been runaway slaves who weresuccessfully relocated to Canada by the Underground Railroad. Although his parents were very poor, they managed to save enough
money to send McCoyto a boarding school in Edinburgh, Scotland to study mechanicalengineering when he was 15.0n his return to the United States, McCoy had a hard time finding a job because of his race. He eventually took a menial job as a railroad fireman,oiling the working parts of the trains. He found the work slow and boring and so
developed a number of devices to allow automatic lubrication. His success may have been the origin of the phrasethe real McCoy to describe an instrument that is flawless in quality and performance.145. McCree, D.Selected Invention(s): Portable Fire Escape (Date: November 11, 1899, Patent No: 440322)146. McLurkin, JamesSelected
Invention(s):Systems and methods for dispersing and clustering a plurality of robotic devices (Date: October 16, 2012, Patent N0:8290619)Systems and methods for dispersing and clustering a plurality of robotic devices (Date: November 30, 2010, Patent No:7844364)System and methods for adaptive control of robotic devices (Date: August 7, 2007,
Patent No:7254464) Holder for Driving Reins (Date: November 28, 1899, Patent No: 637811)148. Miles, A.Selected Invention(s): Elevator (Date: October 11, 1887, Patent No: 371207)149. Mitchell, C. L.Selected Invention(s): Device for Aid in Vocal Culture (Date: January 1, 1884, Patent No: 291071)150. Mitchell, J. M.Selected Invention(s): Cheek
Row Corn Planter (Date: January 16, 1900, Patent No: 641462)151. Montgomery, BenjaminSelected Invention(s): Shallow Water Steam PropellerAdditional information: Montgomery was born into slavery in 1819. He was taught to read and write by his owners children and ran the plantation store.Impressed with his abilities, Montgomerys owner
placed him in charge of overseeing the purchasing and shipping operations on the plantation. He also learned land surveying and drafting.Montgomery later created a propellor that could cut into the water at different angles, allowing boats to navigate more easily in shallow water. He was not able to patent the device because he was a slave. His
owner, Joseph Davis, also attempted to patent the device but was denied because he was not the true inventor.After the Civil War, Montgomery bought his former owners plantation.152. Moody, W. U.Selected Invention(s): Game Board Design (Date: May 11, 1897, Patent No: 27046S)153. Morehead, K.Selected Invention(s): Reel Carrier (Date:
October 6, 1896, Patent No: 568916)154. Morgan, GarrettSelected Invention(s): Breathing device (Date: October 13, 1914, Patent No: 1113675) Traffic signal (Date: November 20, 1923, Patent No: 1475024)Additional information: Garrett Morgan was a Black American inventor and community leader. He famously rescued workers trapped within a
water intake tunnel in 1916 and was a prolific inventor.Repairing sewing machines inspired him to make his first invention, a belt fastener for sewing machines. In 1907, he opened his own sewing machine and shoe repair shop. This would grow and expand into the Morgans Cut Rate Ladies Clothing Store in 1909 which had 32 employees. Combined
Furrow Opener and Stalk-Knocker (Date: April 10, 1894, Patent No: 517960) Cultivator and Marker (Date: April 10, 1894, Patent No: 517961) Planter (Date: June 5, 1894, Patent No: 520887) Fertilizer Distributor (Date: June 5, 1894, Patent No: 520889) Combined cotton-seed planter and fertilizer-distributer (Date: June 5, 1894, Patent No: 520891)
Reaper (Date: June 5, 1894, Patent No: 520892) Attachment for Bicycles (Date: January 27, 1891, Patent No: 445452)156. Nance, L.Selected Invention(s): Game Apparatus (Date: December 1, 1891, Patent No: 464035)157. Nash, H. H.Selected Invention(s): Life Preserving Stool (Date: October 5, 1875, Patent No: 168519)158. Newman, L. D.Selected
Invention(s): Brush (Date: November 15, 1898, Patent No: 614335)Additional information: Newman is best known for her invention of an improved hairbrush design in 1898. She was born in Ohio in around 1885 and later worked in New York City as a family hairdresser. Newmans hairbrush design improved efficiency and hygiene.Newman was
mentioned in local newspapers in 1915 for her work as a suffragette and was one of the organizers of an African-American branch of the Woman Suffrage Party,159. Newson, S.Selected Invention(s): Oil Heater or Cooker (Date: May 22, 1894, Patent No: 520188)160. Nichols, J. V. & Latimer, L. H.Selected Invention(s): Electric Lamp (Date: September
13, 1881, Patent No: 247097)161. Nickerson, W. J.Selected Invention(s): Piano Attachment (Date: June 27, 1899, Patent No: 627739)162. OConner, J. & Turner, A.Selected Invention(s): Alarm for Boiler (Date: August 25, 1896, Patent No: 566612) Steam Gage (Date: August 25, 1896, Patent No: 566613) Alarm For Water Containing Vessels (Date:
February 8, 1898, Patent No: 598572)163. Outlaw, J. W.Selected Invention(s): Horseshoes (Date: November 15, 1898, Patent No: 614273)164. Parker, Alice H.Selected Invention(s): Improvement On The Heating Furnace (Date: December 23, 1919, Patent No: 1325905) Caterers Tray Table (Date: February 2, 1892, Patent No: 468038)166. Peterson,
H.Selected Invention(s): Attachment for Lawn Mowers (Date: April 30, 1889, Patent No: 402189)167. Phelps, W. H.Selected Invention(s): Apparatus for Washing Vehicles (Date: March 23, 1897, Patent No: 579242)168. Pickering, J. F.Selected Invention(s): Air Ship (Date: February 20, 1900, Patent No: 643975)169. Pickett, H.Selected Invention(s):
Scaffold (Date: June 30, 1874, Patent No: 152511)170. Pinn, T. B.Selected Invention(s): File Holder (Date: August 17, 1880, Patent No: 231355)171. Polk, A. J.Selected Invention(s): Bicycle Support (Date: April 14, 1896, Patent No: 558103)172. Pugsley, A.Selected Invention(s): Blind Stop (Date: July 29, 1890, Patent No: 433306)173. Purdy, W. H. &
Peters, L. C.Selected Invention(s): Design for Spoons (Date: April 23, 1895, Patent No: 24228)174.John E. Purdy and Daniel R. SadgwarInvention(s): Foldable Chair (Date:June 11, 1889, Patent No: 405117) Device For Sharpening Edged Tools (Date: October 27, 1896, Patent No: 570337) Device For Sharpening Edged Tools (Date: August 16, 1898,
Patent No: 609367) Device for Sharpening Edged tools (Date: August 1, 1899, Patent No: 630106)176. Purvis, W. B.Selected Invention(s): Bag Fastener (Date: April 25, 1882, Patent No: 256856) Hand Stamp (Date: February 27, 1883, Patent No: 273149) Fountain Pen (Date: January 7, 1890, Patent No: 419065) Electric Railway (Date: May 1, 1894,
Patent No: 519291) Magnetic Car Balancing Device (Date: May 21, 1895, Patent No: 539542) Electric Railway Switch (Date: August 17, 1897, Patent No: 588176)177. Queen, W.Selected Invention(s): Guard for Companion Ways and Hatches (Date: August 18, 1891, Patent No: 458131)178. Ray, E. P.Selected Invention(s): Chair Supporting Device
(Date: February 21, 1899, Patent No: 620078) Dough Kneader and Roller (Date: September 23, 1884, Patent No: 305474)Additional information: Reed is considered to be the firstAfrican-American woman to ever receive a patent. Little else isknown about her life.180. Reynolds, H. H.Selected Invention(s): Window Ventilator for Railroad Cars (Date:
April 3, 1883, Patent No: 275271)181. Reynolds, R. R.Selected Invention(s): Non-Refillable Bottle (Date: May 2, 1899, Patent No: 624092)182. Rhodes, J. B.Selected Invention(s): Water Closet (Date: December 19, 1899, Patent No: 639290)183. Richardson, A. C.Selected Invention(s): Hame Fastener (Date: March 14, 1882, Patent No: 255022) Churn
(Date: February 17, 1891, Patent No: 446470) Casket Lowering Device (Date: November 13, 1894, Patent No: 529311) Insect Destroyer (Date: February 28, 1899, Patent No: 620362) Bottle (Date: December 12, 1899, Patent No: 638811)184. Richardson, W. H.Selected Invention(s): Cotton Chopper (Date: June 1, 1886, Patent No: 343140) Childs
Carriage (Date: June 18, 1889, Patent No: 405599) Childs Carriage (Date: June 18, 1889, Patent No: 405600)185. Richey, C. V.Selected Invention(s): Car Coupling (Date: June 15, 1897, Patent No: 584650) Railroad Switch (Date: August 3, 1897, Patent No: 587657) Railroad Switch (Date: October 26, 1897, Patent No: 592448) Fire Escape Bracket
(Date: December 28, 1897, Patent No: 596427) Combined Hammock and Stretcher (Date: December 13, 1898, Patent No: 615907)186. Rickman, A. L.Selected Invention(s): Overshoe (Date: February 8, 1898, Patent No: 598816)187. Ricks, J.Selected Invention(s): Horseshoe (Date: March 30, 1886, Patent No: 338781) Overshoes for Horses (Date: June
6, 1899, Patent No: 626245) Sugar Refiner (Evaporating Pan) (Date: December 10, 1846, Patent No: 4879)189. Robinson, E. R.Selected Invention(s): Casting Composite (Date: November 23, 1897, Patent No: 594286) Electric Railway Trolley (Date: September 19, 1893, Patent No: 505370)190. Robinson, J. H.Selected Invention(s): Life-Saving Guards
for Locomotives (Date: March 14, 1899, Patent No: 621143) Life-Saving Guards for Street Cars (Date: April 25, 1899, Patent No: 623929) Dinner Pail (Date: February 1, 1887, Patent No: 356852)191. Romain, A.Selected Invention(s): Passenger Register (Date: April 23, 1889, Patent No: 402035)192. Ross, A. L.Selected Invention(s): Runner for Stoops
(Date: August 4, 1896, Patent No: 565301) Bag Closure (Date: June 7, 1898, Patent No: 605343) Trousers Support or Stretcher (Date: November 28, 1899, Patent No: 638068)193. Ross, J.Selected Invention(s): Bailing Press (Date: September 5, 1899, Patent No: 632539)194. Roston, D. N.Selected Invention(s): Feather Curler (Date: March 10, 1896,
Patent No: 556166)195. Russell, L. A.Selected Invention(s): Guard Attachment for Beds (Date: August 13, 1895, Patent No: 544381)196. Sammons, W. H.Selected Invention(s): The Comb (Date: December 21, 1920, Patent No: 1362823)197. Sampson, G. T.Selected Invention(s): Sled Propeller (Date: February 17, 1885, Patent No: 312388) Clothes
Drier (Date: June 7, 1892, Patent No: 476416)198. Scott, R. P.Selected Invention(s): Corn Silker (Date: 7th August, 1894, Patent No: 524223)199. Scottron, S. R.Selected Invention(s): Adjustable Window Cornice (Date: February 17, 1880, Patent No: 224732) Cornice (Date: January 16, 1883, Patent No: 270851) Pole Tip (Date: September 21, 1886,
Patent No: 349525) Curtain Rod (Date: August 30, 1892, Patent No: 481720) Supporting Bracket (Date: September 12, 1893, Patent No: 505008)Additional information: Samuel R. Scottron was a Black American inventor and entrepreneur. He was born sometime between1841 and 1843 andmoved toFloridain 1864, starting a grocery store chain.
Later, he soon sold his store and relocated to Springfield,Massachusetts, and worked as a barber. After finding that his customers had difficulty in seeing the back of their heads, Scottron invented dual adjustable mirrors on a standing pole. He obtained a patent for his first invention, the Scottron Mirror, in March 1868.Scottron graduated from
Cooper Union with a degree in Algebra and Engineering in 1875 and obtained a number of patents for various devices. He was an avid abolitionist and wrote onrace-related matters for various newspapers and magazines. Scottron died of natural causes on October 14, 1908. Sleeping Car Berth Register (Date: July 27, 1897, Patent No: 587165)201.
Shorter, D. W.Selected Invention(s): Feed Rack (Date: May 17, 1887, Patent No: 363089)202. Smith, J. H.Selected Invention(s): Game (Date: April 17, 1900, Patent No: 647887) Lawn Sprinkler (Date: May 4, 1897, Patent No: 581785) Lawn Sprinkler (Date: March 22, 1898, Patent No: 601065)203. Smith, Mildred E.Selected Invention(s): Family
Relationships Card Game (Date: October 28, 1980, Patent No: 4230321)204. Smith, P. D.Selected Invention(s): Potato Digger (Date: January 27, 1891, Patent No: 445206) Grain Binder (Date: February 23, 1892, Patent No: 469279)205. Snow, William & Johns, James A.Selected Invention(s): Liniment (Date: October 7, 1890, Patent No: 437728)206.
Spears, H.Selected Invention(s): Portable Shield for Infantry and Artillary (Date: December 27, 1870, Patent No: 110599)207. Spikes, R. B.Selected Invention(s): Combination Milk Bottle Opener And Bottle Cover (Date: June 29, 1926, Patent No: 1590557) Method and Apparatus for Obtaining Average Samples and Temperature Of Tank Liquids (Date:
October 27, 1931, Patent No: 1828753) Automatic Gear Shift (Date: December 6, 1932, Patent No: 1889814) Transmission and Shifting Thereof (Date: November 28, 1933, Patent No: 1936996)208. Standard, J.Selected Invention(s): Oil Stove (Date: October 29, 1889, Patent No: 413689) Refrigerator (Date: July 14, 1891, Patent No: 455891)209.
Stewart, E. W.Selected Invention(s): Machine For Forming Vehicle Sear Bars (Date: November 11, 1887, Patent No: 373698) Punching Machine (Date: May 3, 1887, Patent No: 362190)210. Stewart, T. W.Selected Invention(s): Metal Bending Machine (Date: December 27, 1887, Patent No: 375512) Mop (Date: June 13, 1893, Patent No: 499402)
Station Indicator (Date: June 20, 1893, Patent No: 499895)211. Stokes, RufusSelected Invention(s): Exhaust Purifier (Date: April 16, 1968, Patent No: 3378241)212. Sutton, E. H.Selected Invention(s): Cotton Cultivator (Date: April 7, 1874, Patent No: 149543)213. Sweeting, J. A.Selected Invention(s): Device for Rolling Cigarettes (Date: November 30,
1897, Patent No: 594501) Combined Knife and Scoop (Date: June 7, 1898, Patent No: 605209)214. Taylor, B. H.Selected Invention(s): Rotary Engine (Date: April 23, 1878, Patent No: 202888) Slide Valve (Date: July 6, 1897, Patent No: 585798)215. Temple, L.Source: LGagnon/Wikimedia Commons Selected Invention(s):Temples Toggle/Blood
HarpoonAdditional information: Temple was bornas a slave in 1800. In 1829, he obtained his freedom and moved to New Bedford, Massachusetts, where he worked as a blacksmith and opened a whalecraft store.In 1848, Temple invented an improved harpoon with a pivoting head that was very similar to those used by First Peoples. His harpoon was a
great success, but he never patented it. He died in 1854 from injuries sustained after falling into a hole near his shop. Waste Trap (Date: October 16, 1883, Patent No: 286746) Waste Trap for Basins, Closets, etc. (Date: October 4, 1887, Patent No: 371107) Pipe Connection (Date: October 9, 1888, Patent No: 390821)217. Thomas, ValerieSource:
NASA/Wikimedia Commons Selected Invention(s): Illusion Transmitter (Date: October 21, 1980, Patent No: 4229761)Additional information: Valerie Thomas is an accomplished African-American scientist and inventor who patented the illusion transmitter and contributed greatly to NASA research.She was born in May 1943 in Maryland and quickly
showed an aptitude and fascination for technology at a young age. She later graduated from Morgan State University and became one of only two women to major in Physics there.She began her lifelong career at NASA in 1964.In the 1970s, she managed the development of the image-processing systems for Landsat, the first satellite to send images
to the Earth from space.During her career at NASA, she worked Project Manager of the Space Physics Analysis Network and Associate Chief of the Space Science Data Operations Office. She retired from NASA in 1995. Propeller for Vessels (Date: April 28, 1891, Patent No: 451086)219. Tregoning, J. & Latimer, L. H.Selected Invention(s): Globe
Supporter for Electric Lamps (Date: March 21, 1882, Patent No: 255212)220. Turner, M.Selected Invention(s): The Fruit Press (Date: April 25, 1916, Patent No: 1180959)221. Walker, P.Selected Invention(s): Machine for Cleaning Seed Cotton (Date: February 16, 1897, Patent No: 577153) Bait Holder (Date: March 8, 1898, Patent No: 600241)222.
Waller, J. W.Selected Invention(s): Shoemakers Cabinet or Bench (Date: February 3, 1880, Patent No: 224253)223. Washington, W.Selected Invention(s): Corn Husking Machine (Date: August 14, 1883, Patent No: 283173)224. Watkins, IsaacSelected Invention(s): Scrubbing Frame (Date: October 7, 1890, Patent No: 437849)225. Watts, J. R.Selected
Invention(s): Bracket for Miners Lamp (Date: March 7, 1893, Patent No: 493137)226. West, E. H.Selected Invention(s): Weather Shield (Date: September 5, 1899, Patent No: 632385)227. West, J. W.Selected Invention(s): Wagon (Date: October 18, 1870, Patent No: 108419)228. White, D. L.Selected Invention(s): Extension Steps for Cars (Date: January
12, 1897, Patent No: 574969)229. White, ]J. T.Selected Invention(s): Lemon Squeezer (Date: December 8, 1896, Patent No: 572849)230. Williams, C.Selected Invention(s): Canopy Frame (Date: February 2, 1892, Patent No: 468280)231. Williams, J. P.Selected Invention(s): Pillow Sham Holder (Date: October 10, 1899, Patent No: 634784)232. Winn,
F.Selected Invention(s): Direct Acting Steam Engine (Date: December 4, 1888, Patent No: 394047)233. Winters, J. R.Selected Invention(s): Fire Escape Ladder (Date: May 7, 1878, Patent No: 203517) Fire Escape Ladder (Date: April 8, 1879, Patent No: 214224)Additional information: Joseph Winters was a Black American abolitionist and inventor. He
is best known for his patent for a wagon-mounted fire escape ladder.He was also an active member of the Underground Railroad Movement in the United States. Joseph developed his ladders whilst noting the trouble fireman had unloaded and raised their ladders from wagons. Joseph died in 1916 at the age of 100.234. Wood, F. J.Selected
Invention(s): Potato Digger (Date: April 23, 1895, Patent No: 537953)235. Woods, G. T.Selected Invention(s): Steam Boiler Furnace (Date: June 3, 1884, Patent No: 299894) Apparatus for Transmission of Messages by Electricity (Date: April 7, 1885, Patent No: 315368) Relay Instrument (Date: June 7, 1887, Patent No: 364619) Polarized Relay (Date:
July 5, 1887, Patent No: 366192) Electro-Mechanical Brake (Date: August 16, 1887, Patent No: 368265) Telephone System and Apparatus (Date: October 11, 1887, Patent No: 371241) Electro-Magnetic Brake Apparatus (Date: October 18, 1887, Patent No: 371655) Railway Telegraphy (Date: November 15, 1887, Patent No: 373383) Induction
Telegraph System (Date: November 29, 1887, Patent No: 373915) Overhead Conducting System for Electric Railway (Date: May 29, 1888, Patent No: 383844) Electro-Motive Railway System (Date: June 26, 1888, Patent No: 385034) Tunnel Construction for Electric Railway (Date: July 17, 1888, Patent No: 386282) Galvanic Battery (Date: August 14,
1888, Patent No: 387839) Railway Telegraphy (Date: August 28, 1888, Patent No: 388803) Automatic Safety Cut-Out for Electric Circuits (Date: January 1, 1889, Patent No: 395533) Electric Railway System (Date: November 10, 1891, Patent No: 463020) Electric Railway Conduit (Date: November 21, 1893, Patent No: 509065) System of Electrical
Distribution (Date: October 13, 1896, Patent No: 569443) Amusement Apparatus (Date: December 19, 1899, Patent No: 639692) Electric Railway (Date: January 29, 1901, Patent No: 667110) Electric Railway System (Date: July 9, 1901, Patent No: 678086) Regulating and Controlling Electrical Translating Devices (Date: September 3, 1901, Patent No:
681768) Electric Railway (Date: November 19, 1901, Patent No: 687098) Automatic Air Brake (Date: June 10, 1902, Patent No: 701981) Electric Railway System (Date: January 13, 1903, Patent No: 718183) Electric Railway (Date: May 26, 1903, Patent No: 729481)Additional information: Granville Woods was a very prolific inventor who came to be
known as the Black Edison. He made key contributions to the development of the telephone, streetcar, and more.Woods received little schooling as a young man but later spent some time working on railways and took courses in engineering and electricity. Heeventually set up his own company to develop and manufacture electrical apparatus. The
patent for his improved telephone transmitter was bought byAlexander Graham Bell. One of his most important inventions was a grooved metal wheel that allowed streetcars to collect electric power from overhead wires.However, his most important invention was the induction telegraph, which allowed communication by voice over telegraph wires.
In 1901, Woods invented the power pick-up, which is the basis of the third rail used by electric-powered transit systems.At the time of his death, on January 30, 1910, Woods had received nearly 60 patents, and many of his inventions are still in use today.236. Wormley, J.Selected Invention(s): Life-Saving Apparatus (Date: May 24, 1881, Patent No:
242091)Alphabetically order list of Black InventorsAbrams, W. B.Alcorn, George Edward Jr.Allen, C. W.Allen, J. B.Ashbourne, A. P.Bailes, Wm.Bailey, L. C.Bailiff, C. O.Ballow, W. J.Banneker, BenjaminBarnes, G. A. E.Bashen, JanetBath, PatriciaBeard, A. J.Becket, G. EBell, L.Benjamin, L. W.Benjamin, M. E.Binga, M. W.Blackburn, A. B.Blair, HenryBlue,
L.Booker, L. F.Boone, SarahBowman, H. A.Boykin, OtisBradberry, HenriettaBradley, BenjaminBrooks, C. B.Brooks, Hallstead, and PageBrown, HenryBrown, L. F.Brown, Marie Van BrittanBurr, J. A.Burridge & MarshmanBurwell, W.Butler, R. A.Butts, J. W.Byrd, T. J.Campbell, W. S.Cargill, B. F.Carrington, T. A.Carruthers, George R.Carter, W.
C.Carver, George WashingtonCertain, J. M.Cherry, M. A.Church, T. S.Clare, O. B.Coates, R.Cook, G.Coolidge, J. S.Cooper, A. R.Cooper, J.Cornwell, P. W.Cosgrove, W. F.Cotton, Donald J.Cralle, A. L.Creamer, H.Crosthwait, DavidDarkins, J. T.Davis, I. D.Davis, W. D.Davis, W. R., Jr.De Leon, Martha (Mary) JonesDeitz, W. A.Dickinson, J. H.Dorsey,
O.Dorticus, C. J.Downing, Gertrude E.Downing, P. B.Drew, Charles R. MdDunnington, J. H.Edmonds, T. H.Eglin, EllenElder, ClarenceElkins, T.Evans, J. H.Faulkner, H.Ferrell, F. J.Fisher, D. A.Flemming, R. F., Jr.Goode, Sarah E.Gourdine, Meredith C.Grant, G. F.Grant, W. S.Gray, R. H.Gregory, J.Grenon, H.Griffin, F. W.Gunn, S. W.Haines, J. H.Hall,
LloydHammonds, J. F.Harding, F. H.Harney, M. C.Harper, SolomonHarris, Dr. Betty WrightHawkins, J.Hawkins, Lincoln WalterHawkins, R.Headen, M.Hearness, R.Hilyer, A. F.Hodge, JohnHolley, Kerrie L.Holmes, Lydia M.Hull, Wilson E.Hyde, R. N.Jackson, B. F.Jackson, H. A.Jackson, W. H.Jennings, Thomas L.Johnson, Anthony Dr.Johnson, D.Johnson,
I. R.Johnson, P.Johnson, W.Johnson, W. H.Jones & Long]Jones, F. M.Joyce, J. A.Kelley, George W.Latimer & BrownLatimer & NicholsLatimer & TregoningLatimer, L. H.Lavalette, W. A.Lee, H.Lee, J.Leslie, F. W.Lewis, A. L.Lewis, E. R.Linden, H.Little, E.Long, A. E. And Jones, A. A.Loudin, F. J.Love, J. L.Maceo West, James EdwardMarshall, W.Marshman,
Newman R.Martin, Thomas J.Martin, W. A.Matzeliger, J. E.McCoy & HodgesMcCoy, E. ].McCree, D.McLurkin, JamesMendenhall, A.Miles, A.Mitchell, C.L.Mitchell, J. M.Montgomery, BenjaminMoody, W. U.Morehead, K.Morgan, GarrettMurray, G. W.Nance, L.Nash, H. H.Newman, L. D.Newson, S.Nichols & LatimerNickerson, W. J.OConner &
TurnerOutlaw J. W.Parker, Alice H.Perryman, F. R.Peterson, H.Phelps, W. H.Pickering, J. F.Pickett, H.Pinn, T. B.Polk, A. J.Pugsley, A.Purdy & PetersPurdy & SadgwarPurdy, W.Purvis, W. B.Queen, W.Ray, E. P.Reed, JusyReynolds, H. H.Reynolds, R. R.Rhodes, J. B.Richardson, A. C.Richardson, W. H.Richey, C. V.Rickman, A. L.Ricks, J.Rillieux,
N.Robinson, E. R.Robinson, J. H.Romain, A.Ross, A. L.Ross, J.Roster, D. N.Russell, L. A.Sammons, W. H.Sampson, G. T.Scott, R. P.Scottron, S. R.Shanks, S. C.Shorter, D. W.Smith, J. H.Smith, Mildred E.Smith, P. D.Snow & JohnsSpears, H.Spikes, R. B.Standard, ]J.Steward & JohnsonStewart, E. W.Stewart, T. W.Stokes, RufusSutton, E. H.Sweeting, ]J.
A.Taylor, B. H.Temple, L.Thomas, S. E.Thomas, ValerieToliver, G.Tregoning & LatimerTurner, M. TurnerWalker, P.Waller, J. N.Washington, W.Watkins, IsaacWatts, ]J. R.West, E. H.-West, J. W.White, D. L.White, J. T.Williams, C.Williams, ]J. P.Winn, FrankWinters, J. R.-Wood, J. F.Woods, G. T.Wormley, J.Christopher McFadden Christopher graduated from
Cardiff University in 2004 with a Masters Degree in Geology. Since then, he has worked exclusively within the Built Environment, Occupational Health and Safety and Environmental Consultancy industries. He is a qualified and accredited Energy Consultant, Green Deal Assessor and Practitioner member of IEMA. Chris’s main interests range from
Science and Engineering, Military and Ancient History to Politics and Philosophy.Stay up-to-date on engineering, tech, space, and science news with The Blueprint.By clicking sign up, you confirm that you accept this site's Terms of Use and Privacy PolicyNewslists
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