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b1fdbcf6-5f91-48b1-9f38-01388e7598b4	This	website	no	longer	works	on	Internet	Explorer	due	to	end	of	support.Please	use	Microsoft	Edge	or	another	supported	browser.	However,	if	you	would	like	to	share	the	information	in	this	article,	you	may	use	the	link	below:	PDFs	are	everywhere	–	from	forms	and	contracts	to	manuals,	design	proofs,	event
tickets,	and	more.	If	you	want	to	get	something	done,	chances	are	you'll	be	loading	a	PDF.The	file	format	is	ideal	for	preserving	layouts	and	formatting,	but	tricky	to	edit	without	the	right	tools.	Adobe	Acrobat	is	the	standard	choice	–	but	here’s	the	good	news:	you	can	make	basic	edits	without	paying	a	penny.While	Acrobat	Pro	offers	advanced
features,	Adobe	also	provides	free	tools	that	cover	more	than	many	users	expect,	putting	it	among	the	best	PDF	editors.With	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	and	Adobe’s	online	PDF	editor,	you	can	add	comments,	fill	out	forms,	insert	text,	and	even	sign	documents	–	all	for	free.Today,	we're	taking	a	look	at	how	to	make	the	most	of	free	Acrobat	on	both
Windows	and	macOS.	Apple	provides	its	own	PDF	reader	in	the	Preview	app,	but	Acrobat	does	still	have	some	advantages.What	you	can	and	can't	do	with	free	AcrobatAdobe	Acrobat	Reader	is	the	free	desktop	version	of	Acrobat,	available	for	both	Windows	and	macOS.	You	can	download	it	by	clicking	here.While	it	doesn’t	offer	full	document	editing
like	its	paid	counterpart,	it	still	provides	a	range	of	useful	tools	for	working	with	PDFs,	especially	when	it	comes	to	annotations,	forms,	and	signatures.Sign	up	to	the	TechRadar	Pro	newsletter	to	get	all	the	top	news,	opinion,	features	and	guidance	your	business	needs	to	succeed!With	Acrobat	Reader,	you	can	highlight	text,	underline	or	strike	through
content,	and	leave	comments	or	sticky	notes	throughout	a	document,	all	of	which	are	useful	features.It’s	also	ideal	for	filling	out	interactive	forms,	ticking	checkboxes,	and	typing	into	designated	fields.	The	Fill	&	Sign	feature	makes	it	easy	to	add	your	signature	or	initials	without	printing	anything	out.However,	there	are	clear	limitations.You	can’t	use
the	free	version	to	edit	the	original	text	in	a	PDF,	rearrange	pages,	replace	images,	or	insert	entirely	new	paragraphs.Things	like	converting	PDFs	to	Word	or	Excel,	combining	multiple	PDFs	into	one,	or	removing	watermarks,	are	also	restricted	to	the	paid	Acrobat	Pro.It’s	worth	noting	that	the	free	desktop	version	offers	identical	functionality	on
Windows	and	macOS,	though	macOS	users	often	default	to	Preview	for	basic	annotations.Still,	if	you’ve	already	downloaded	Acrobat	Reader	or	prefer	Adobe’s	ecosystem,	it	can	serve	as	a	reliable	tool	for	most	surface-level	edits.(Image	credit:	Future)Using	Acrobat	onlineIf	you	don’t	want	to	(or	can't)	install	any	software,	Adobe	has	an	online	PDF
editor	here,	and	it's	one	of	the	easiest	ways	to	make	quick	edits	for	free.Available	directly	via	a	browser,	it	lets	you	upload	a	PDF,	make	a	few	changes,	and	download	the	result	–	all	without	paying	or	starting	a	trial.	Pretty	neat.To	get	started,	head	to	Adobe’s	online	editor,	click	the	Edit	PDF	button,	then	upload	your	file	from	your	device	or	cloud
storage.Once	the	PDF	loads,	a	selection	of	tools	appears,	including	options	to	add	text,	highlight	areas,	draw	with	a	freehand	pen,	or	insert	shapes	and	annotations.The	experience	is	streamlined	and	beginner-friendly.	You	can	drag	elements	into	place,	type	directly	onto	the	page,	and	highlight	or	underline	existing	content.	Once	you're	finished,	simply
download	the	edited	PDF	or	share	it	via	a	link.There	are	a	few	limitations	to	be	aware	of.	For	larger	files	or	repeated	use,	Adobe	may	prompt	you	to	sign	in	with	an	Adobe	account,	and	some	features,	like	exporting	to	other	formats	or	reorganising	pages,	are	locked	behind	a	paywall.(Image	credit:	Future)How	to	edit	PDFsIf	you’ve	installed	Adobe
Acrobat	Reader	on	your	Windows	PC	or	Mac,	you’ll	find	several	built-in	tools	that	allow	for	light	editing	and	document	interaction,	particularly	through	the	Comment	and	Fill	&	Sign	features.These	don’t	let	you	rewrite	the	original	PDF	content,	but	they	do	offer	a	practical	set	of	functions	for	marking	up	and	filling	out	documents,	which	can	be	useful
for	singing	contracts.To	start,	open	your	PDF	in	the	app.	From	the	toolbar,	click	on	Comment	to	access	a	range	of	markup	options.	You	can	highlight	text,	underline	or	strike	through	words,	add	sticky	notes,	and	draw	shapes	or	freehand	lines.The	Fill	&	Sign	tool	is	where	Acrobat	Reader	becomes	especially	handy,	letting	you	add	text	to	empty	fields,
check	boxes,	and	insert	your	signature	or	initials	using	a	trackpad,	mouse,	or	stored	image.It’s	worth	noting	that	while	the	interface	differs	slightly	between	Windows	and	macOS,	the	tools	themselves	work	the	same	way.Mac	users	might	prefer	Apple’s	built-in	Preview	app	for	simple	annotations,	but	Acrobat	Reader	offers	a	more	consistent	cross-
platform	experience,	especially	when	working	with	forms	or	collaborating.Just	keep	in	mind	that	these	tools	don’t	let	you	delete	or	replace	text,	adjust	formatting,	or	insert	images	as	those	features	are	reserved	for	the	paid	version.(Image	credit:	Parallels)Acrobat	alternativesIf	Acrobat’s	free	tools	don’t	cover	your	needs,	there	are	several	solid
alternatives	that	can	help,	especially	for	editing	text	or	rearranging	pages.Windows	users	can	use	Microsoft	Edge’s	built-in	PDF	reader	to	highlight	text,	add	comments,	and	draw	directly	on	documents,	while	on	macOS,	the	Preview	app	offers	similar	tools	for	annotation	and	signing,	and	comes	pre-installed	by	Apple.For	more	control,	LibreOffice
Draw	(available	on	Windows,	macOS,	and	Linux)	can	open	PDFs	and	treat	them	more	like	Word	documents	–	useful	for	editing	or	repositioning	content.Online	tools	like	Sejda	and	PDF24	also	offer	free	PDF	editing,	page	reordering,	and	merging,	though	they	usually	come	with	daily	limits	or	file	size	caps.(Image	credit:	Future)Do	I	need	Acrobat	Pro?
Anyone	looking	for	some	heavy	duty	PDF	editing	likely	won't	be	satisfied	with	Adobe's	free	version	of	Acrobat.If	you	need	to	edit	text	and	images,	convert	PDFs	to	Word	or	Excel,	combine	multiple	PDFs,	reorder	pages,	or	apply	watermarks,	then	you'll	be	looking	at	getting	the	Pro	version.At	the	time	of	writing,	Adobe	offers	a	seven-day	free	trial	of
Acrobat	Pro.	During	the	trial,	you	get	full	access	to	all	tools	across	desktop	and	web,	with	the	option	to	cancel	before	any	charges	apply.Just	be	aware	that	you’ll	need	to	sign	in	with	an	Adobe	account	and	provide	payment	details	upfront.FAQs	and	troubleshootingYou	don’t	need	to	pay	for	Adobe	Acrobat	Pro	to	make	useful	changes	to	a	PDF.With
Adobe’s	free	tools,	either	through	Acrobat	Reader	or	the	online	editor,	you	can	comment,	highlight	text,	fill	out	forms,	and	even	sign	documents	with	ease.For	most	light	edits,	that’s	all	you	need.	But	when	it	comes	to	modifying	the	actual	content,	combining	files,	or	converting	formats,	you’ll	run	into	Pro-only	features,	which	come	at	a	cost.To	close
out,	let's	take	a	look	at	some	Acrobat	FAQs	that	you	might	have.Can	I	delete	or	reorder	pages	in	a	PDF	for	free?	Not	with	Acrobat	Reader	or	the	free	online	tools,	which	requires	Acrobat	Pro.	However,	some	third-party	tools	like	PDF24	or	Sejda	offer	limited	free	options.Can	I	edit	scanned	PDFs	using	free	tools?	Only	partially.	Acrobat	Pro	includes
OCR	(optical	character	recognition)	for	making	scanned	text	editable.	Free	tools	generally	let	you	annotate	or	overlay	content,	but	not	edit	the	original	scan.Why	is	Adobe	asking	me	to	subscribe?	Some	features,	like	editing	original	text,	exporting	to	Word,	or	combining	PDFs,	are	locked	behind	a	subscription.	Adobe	may	prompt	you	to	upgrade	even	if
you're	just	previewing	a	file.Can	I	edit	PDFs	on	mobile	for	free?	Yes,	the	Adobe	Acrobat	Reader	mobile	app	allows	you	to	comment,	fill	forms,	and	sign	documents.	For	deeper	edits,	though,	you’ll	need	a	Pro	subscription.(Image	credit:	Adobe)YOU	MIGHT	ALSO	LIKE	TechRadar	created	this	content	as	part	of	a	paid	partnership	with	Adobe.	PDFFiller	is
an	online	PDF	form	filler	and	editor	that	has	been	on	the	market	since	2006.	It	allows	you	to	not	only	fill	out	PDF	documents,	sign	them	and	send	them	out	but	also	to	host	them	on	your	own	website	complete	with	the	ability	for	people	to	do	the	same.	Today,	I'm	going	to	share	with	you	my	PDFFiller	Review.	I	first	came	across	PDFFiller	when	they
reached	out	to	me	to	ask	if	I	was	interested	in	taking	a	look	at	their	software.	Being	a	long	time	Docusign	user,	I	was	eager	to	check	out	an	alternative	and	see	if	it	met	my	needs.	I'm	glad	I	did.	PDFFiller	is	significantly	easier	to	use	and	felt	far	faster	in	my	time	using	the	software.	For	the	purposes	of	this	PDFFiller	review,	I've	used	a	W8	form	from	the
IRS	(something	I	often	have	to	fill	out	being	Canadian	and	working	with	US	companies).	When	you	first	log	into	PDFFiller,	you'll	be	greeted	with	this	screen:	To	add	a	document,	simply	click	on	the	Add	New	Form	button.	Now	upload	your	document	to	PDFFiller	and	it	will	instantly	be	available	for	you	to	fill	out.	Now	that	you've	uploaded	your	PDF
document,	just	click	in	the	fields	and	fill	out	the	information	required.	It's	as	easy	as	clicking	and	typing.	Once	you've	filled	out	the	form,	it's	time	to	move	to	the	signature	stage.	Adding	a	signature	is	incredibly	easy,	you	can	type	one	out,	draw	it	with	your	mouse,	use	a	touch	screen	device	(if	you	have	one),	capture	a	signature	or	upload	one.	In	my
case,	I	chose	to	draw	one	with	my	mouse,	which	I	find	is	as	close	as	I	can	get	to	real	life.	In	this	instance,	I'm	using	a	fake	name	so	I'll	just	sign	the	document	as	“Joe”.	That's	all	there	is	to	the	signing	and	filling	out	process.	Pretty	simply	isn't	it?	Let's	take	a	quick	look	at	a	few	other	slick	features	you	get	with	PDFFiller.	Adding	a	watermark	to
documents	is	always	handy	and	doing	so	simply	requires	you	clicking	on	the	watermark	tab	on	the	right	side	of	the	screen	and	creating	yours.	This	is	incredibly	handy	for	those	of	us	who	want	to	show	people	how	a	form	should	be	completed	but	don't	want	it	to	be	re-used	somewhere	else.	Adding	in	a	SAMPLE	or	VOID	watermark	is	useful.	Adding
even	more	features,	PDFFiller	also	allows	you	to	spell	check	your	document.	Of	course,	it	can	only	spell	check	the	information	you've	typed	out	but	it's	a	great	feature	to	make	sure	you	haven't	made	any	mistakes	on	your	form.	To	enable	it,	simply	flick	the	switch	as	shown	below.	Once	you've	finished	with	your	document,	it's	time	to	send	it	off.	You
have	a	slew	of	options	such	as	printing	it,	saving	it	as	Word	or	PDF,	emailing,	faxing,	SMS	and	more.	There	you	have	it,	as	you	can	see,	it's	a	very	easy	to	use	piece	of	software	and	incredibly	handy	for	busy	professionals	who	don't	have	printers	with	them	on	the	road.	Last	but	not	least,	they	have	one	feature	I	can	see	people	using	on	their	websites
that	is	incredibly	handy,	the	ability	to	share	a	document	that	can	be	filled	out	and	signed	by	visitors	to	your	website.	Check	out	the	video	below	to	see	how	it	works:	Simply	sign	up	for	an	account	with	PDFFiller	and	you'll	be	well	on	your	way	to	signing	contracts,	PDFs	and	more.	They	also	have	handy	iOS	and	Android	apps	that	are	just	as	easy	to	use.	1
Open	the	Acrobat	software	program	after	installation	and	set	up.	If	you	are	working	with	a	newer	version	of	Adobe	Acrobat,	you	may	see	a	Welcome	Window	that	offers	two	main	choices:	opening	a	recent	file	or	creating	a	PDF.	If	your	version	doesn't	have	a	Welcome	Window,	you	can	get	started	by	choosing	the	"Create"	option	under	"File"	on	the
toolbar.	2	Create	a	PDF	by	clicking	on	that	option.	A	dialogue	box	opens	that	allows	you	to	choose	the	document	that	you	want	to	convert	to	a	PDF	file.	A	drop-down	window	shows	the	many	file	formats	that	can	be	converted	to	PDFs.	Advertisement	3	Generate	a	PDF	Portfolio,	a	way	to	store	documents,	when	you	click	on	"Create	PDF	Portfolio."	Select
from	5	available	layout	options	or	import	a	custom	layout	for	your	portfolio.	Click	"Add	Files"	to	begin	adding	files	to	the	portfolio.	Make	modifications	to	the	portfolio	as	needed.	Save	your	PDF	file.	4	Combine	individual	PDF	files	into	a	single	document	by	choosing	"Combine	Files	into	PDF."	When	a	dialogue	box	opens,	choose	"Add	Files."	After
selecting	files,	click	"Combine	Files."	The	new	PDF	document	opens	with	bookmarks	for	each	original	file.	5	Make	a	PDF	form	when	you	select	"Create	PDF	Form."	A	dialogue	box	opens	that	allows	you	to	choose	the	source,	either	an	open	document,	choosing	a	document	or	scanning	a	form.	Make	your	choice	and	click	"Next."	Adobe	Acrobat	will
convert	the	form	to	a	PDF	and	then	take	you	to	the	form	editing	page.	Make	the	form	modifications	needed	before	saving	your	new	PDF	form.	6	Edit	PDFs	by	opening	the	document	you	want	to	edit.[1]	7	If	you	are	using	Acrobat	X,	click	on	the	Tools	pane	on	the	right	side	of	the	toolbar.	For	previous	versions,	choose	the	"Tools"	or	"Advanced"	option	on
the	main	toolbar.	8	Choose	the	page	editing	options	you're	interested	in:	rotate,	delete,	extract,	replace,	crop	or	split	a	page	in	a	document.	You	can	also	insert	pages	or	alter	the	page	design	in	page	editing.	9	Change	content	by	editing	PDFs	from	the	Tools	pane.	Content	editing	options	allow	you	to	add	a	bookmark	or	attach	files,	edit	objects	and	text
and	edit	interactive	objects	in	your	PDF	file.[2]	Highlight	text	and	right	click	to	make	formatting	changes	to	text.	10	Collaborate	with	others	through	the	following	options:	Shared	reviews	allow	a	user	to	set	up	and	invite	reviews.	Reviewers	can	comment	on	each	other's	reviews.	Use	Acrobat	Connect/Collaborate	Live	(add-on	software)	to	choose	the
"Start	Meeting"	button	and	have	a	real-time	web	conference	for	up	to	15	people.	11	Add	multimedia	options	to	PDF	files.	Sound,	movies	and	multimedia	presentations	can	be	embedded	or	integrated	within	PDFs.	Choose	"Tools"	from	your	toolbar	or	tools	task	pane.	Under	"Advanced	Editing/Add	or	Edit	Interactive	Object>Multimedia,"	you	will	find
options	for	Sound	and	Movies.	Draw	a	rectangle	in	the	PDF	to	show	when	you	want	the	specific	multimedia	tool	to	operate.	Find	the	sound	or	movie	file	you	want	to	use.	Make	certain	"Embed	Content	in	Document"	is	checked.	Click	"OK."	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	How	can	I	change	font	size	of	a	cut	and	pasted	document?	Select	the
text	like	you	did	when	you	copied	it.	While	all	the	text	is	highlighted,	change	the	font	(top	left	"F")	to	the	size	required,	and	all	highlighted	text	will	change	to	that	font.	Question	How	do	I	delete	part	of	a	page?	You	can't	delete	a	part	of	a	page.	Question	How	do	I	get	the	Adobe	tool	bar	on	my	tool	bar?	Just	pin	it	to	your	tool	bar	by	right	clicking	it	and
clicking	"Pin	to	taskbar."	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	Advertisement	Co-authored	by:	Professional	Technologist	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Stan	Kats.	Stan	Kats	is	a	Professional	Technologist	and	the	COO	and	Chief	Technologist	for	The	STG	IT	Consulting	Group	in	West	Hollywood,	California.	Stan	provides	comprehensive	technology
solutions	to	businesses	through	managed	IT	services,	and	for	individuals	through	his	consumer	service	business,	Stan's	Tech	Garage.	Stan	holds	a	BA	in	International	Relations	from	The	University	of	Southern	California.	He	began	his	career	working	in	the	Fortune	500	IT	world.	Stan	founded	his	companies	to	offer	an	enterprise-level	of	expertise	for
small	businesses	and	individuals.	This	article	has	been	viewed	158,923	times.	Co-authors:	9	Updated:	May	15,	2025	Views:	158,923	Categories:	Adobe	Software	Print	Send	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	158,923	times.


