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Author Sofia Blonska The article provides a comprehensive list of top ten first-day ESL activities, ranging from ball toss to group therapy, aimed at creating a positive and productive English classroom environment where students and teachers can get to know each other in a fun and engaging manner. Let's discuss first-day activities for ESL. Do not
worry if you need assistance planning what to do on the first day of ESL class. Here are a few top suggestions for first-day ESL activities from Allright.com.You've come to the correct place if you're seeking ESL getting-to-know-you games for the first day of class. I'll share my top ten first-day ESL activities with you so that you can kick off your
semester successfully.I refer to the great manner that students and teachers begin getting to know one another in a fun, engaging, and interactive way as starting out on the right foot. On the first day, establish the tone for the remainder of the semester and establish a productive English classroom.First day of ESL classThese are my top ESL
icebreakers for the first day, without further ado. Some are appropriate for adults and teenagers, while others are fantastic for young students. Of course, some first-day English class exercises are appropriate for students of all ages.The objective of the first day of an ESL session should be for the students to feel comfortable and to get to know the
teacher and other students. The teacher can also go over the expectations for the upcoming school year, the rules of the classroom, and information on tests and homework.1.Ball tossThe game of ball tossing can be used to discuss virtually any subject or situation. Also, it functions particularly well as a first-day-of-class ESL activity. Depending on the
age and academic level of your pupils, use icebreaker questions to get to know one another. Yet, younger teenagers or children are better suited for this pastime than adults. Youngsters adore it!In a large class, you can divide the students into two teams and give each team two balls to play with.Quick advice: To avoid injuries, a beach ball is perfect
for this! In order to make sure that every kid has had a turn, you can also ask players to sit down.Another quick tip: Use a permanent marker to write the word on the ball, or it’ll rub off too easily when the ball gets thrown from student to student.2. Group TherapyGroup Therapy for English learners is a fun way for adults to introduce themselves. It’s
done in the “AA” style, where students have to say something like, “My name is ,and I .” The last part of the sentence is what students struggle with in English. We usually give students a minute or two to think of their idea so that we don’t put anyone on the spot on the first day.It’s ideal for helping students feel like they’'re not alone in
their struggles with English. Don’t forget, you can have a turn too, with whatever language you’re studying.3. Find Someone Who BingoOne of my favorite ESL learning games is this one. It's a great enjoyable approach for kids to get to know you and their peers a little better.Find Someone Who Bingo is a traditional first-day introduction activity. It's
a fantastic exercise for both adults and kids. However, because very low-level pupils can find it difficult to comprehend English instructions, it is not recommended for them. It's not that difficult to describe, but learning how to play it does require some attentive attention.There are no restrictions on the vocabulary that students can use to describe
each square. Either let them choose on their own or let them pick from a list of options.4. Toilet Paper Icebreaker ActivityYou've probably used the well-known Toilet Paper Icebreaker before. Even ESL pupils enjoy it! The purpose of asking them to select a certain number of paper squares will be a mystery to your students. It's pretty intriguing and
entertaining, straightforward to set up, and simple.I like to give it a twist and encourage the pupils to offer their own questions. See the link below to see how I accomplish this. Learning is more interesting when you play games like this.Skills: Speaking/ListeningTime: 5-30 minutesLevel: Beginner-AdvancedMaterials Required: Toilet PaperBring in a
roll of toilet paper, and depending on the size of your class, tell the students they can take a certain number of pieces (big classes 1-4, small classes 4-8). Don’t give them any other information except for that.Once everyone has their paper, tell them that they have to tell the class one thing about themselves for each square of paper that they have. For
each sentence, they “throw-away” one square until they’re done.The first person tells one thing about themselves and throws away a square of toilet paper. Someone (whoever is the fastest) can ask a follow-up question. They also get to throw away a square of toilet paper. The next person in the circle says their statement and so it continues with one
follow-up question, etc.5. Just a Minute ESL Speaking ActivityThis speaking exercise that emphasizes fluidity lends itself to practically any subject imaginable. On the first day, though. You can request that students make introductions.Next, in order to encourage entertaining conversation and to make it more than simply a speaking exercise, mandate
that the other kids in their group ask the person at least a couple of follow-up questions (also requires close listening). You can then ask each participant to introduce a member of their group to the class at the conclusion of the session (works best for smaller classes).You can find out more about Just a Minute, suitable for a variety of topics, in this
short video:In conclusion, the first day of an ESL class is a crucial opportunity to set the tone for the entire semester and foster a positive and productive learning environment. The activities chosen for this day should focus on building rapport, encouraging interaction, and helping students feel comfortable in their new English learning journey.Among
the top ESL icebreakers for the first day, ball toss and group therapy stand out as engaging activities that can be tailored to different age groups. Ball toss allows students to break the ice and get to know each other through fun and interactive questions, while group therapy offers a supportive environment for adults to share their struggles with
English. 10th August 2024 Brainstorming Greetings and IntroductionsThis English exercise focuses on categorizing greetings and introductions. It covers formal and informal expressions for greetings and introductions, as well as conversation starters. Students match phrases to categories and are encouraged to add their own examples.Download
PDF ExtractSubscribe to get full access to the latest and best resources from eslflow.com. Full access to the latest complete exercises with answers Ad-free, high-quality content delivered straight to your inbox Regular updates with entertaining and effective teaching resources Exclusive insights on cutting-edge Al advancements in ESL educationAnd,
if you subscribe, you will be supporting the eslflow website.Greetings and Introductions Critical Thinking ExercisesThe critical thinking exercises consist of two parts: identifying mismatched words in related groups and categorizing expressions as polite, impolite, or neutral. Students learn to recognize appropriate language for different social
situations. The exercise helps develop understanding of context and tone in communication. It aims to improve students’ social interaction skills in English.Download PDF ExtractGreetings and Introductions Pronunciation PracticeThis exercise enhances English language learners’ listening and pronunciation skills, focusing on greetings and
introductions. It comprises two parts:A listening discrimination task where students identify specific words from similar-sounding options, improving their ability to distinguish subtle phonetic differences.A word and syllable stress exercise that helps learners recognize and produce the correct stress patterns in common phrases, which is crucial for
natural-sounding speech.Download PDF ExtractElementary Vocabulary DictationThis visual vocabulary/picture matching exercise provides context and allows students to connect vocabulary with real-world scenarios and concepts. It’s an effective way to reinforce language learning, especially for visual learners.Download PDF Introductions
conversation (with answers and audio)This is model dialogue for practicing language useful for greetings and introductions. Students listen and complete the conversation with the vocabulary in the box.Introductions conversation (PDF) (see the YouTube video)Introductions conversation“Getting to know you” conversation/ listening exercise (with
audio and possible answers) This is another elementary and introductory speaking skills and listening exercise to encourage students to write their own “getting to know you” questions and answers.Getting to know you (PDF)(see the YouTube video)Getting to know youGreetings & introductions vocabulary exerciseThis is an elementary ESL exercise
for practicing language useful for greetings and introductions. Students try to match the greetings and introductions with appropriate pictures.(download PDF)Greetings and introductionsGreetings and introductions conversation 2This is another elementary gap fill conversation exercise.(Download PDF)Greetings and introductions
2Family/relationship survey speaking activity A fun and reliable elementary present simple tense speaking activity for a large class. The great thing about it is that it works at really elementary levels. The teacher models the activity using the survey template drawn on the board. Students then move around the classroom talking to at least five other
students. During the survey part of the activity the teacher is free to monitor the students and also participate, having an opportunity to speak to students individually. As the students are finishing their surveys, the teacher can write a model report on the board.Family relationship survey (PDF)Create-a-Conversation ExercisesEslflow’s listening
activities8 Classroom Language and Vocabulary Exercises4 Picture-Based Present Continuous Tense Worksheets9 Super Elementary Speaking Exercisesb Elementary Conversational Expressions Exercises10 Really! Elementary ESL classroom icebreakers7 Essential Speaking Activities for ESL Classes3 Great Icebreakers to Start a Class8 Invitation
and Request Dialogues for Everyday Scenarios Getting to know you survey speaking activity This another fun and reliable survey speaking activity for a large class. It’s a little bit more advanced than the activity above. The teacher models the activity using the example questions and a survey template drawn on the board. Students are then
encouraged to write their own questions. During the survey part of the activity the teacher is free to monitor the students and also participate, having an opportunity to speak to students individually. As the students are finishing their surveys, the teacher can write a model report on the board. Getting to know you (PDF) Choose from a variety of
activities to engage your students on the first day of class. This lesson plan for ESL beginners focuses on common flowers in Alberta gardens. The lesson includes activities for vocabulary development and practice (including learning singular and plural noun forms), a short video, information about annuals... Keep reading What’s on this page? Lesson
plan overview TaskTo give your students a chance to learn about you and about each other.CLB levelCLB Stage I (CLB 1-3)Delivery methodOnlineClass size10-15 students (vary the number of activities according to your class size)Estimated timel.5-2.5 hours (Choose from a range of activities to create an engaging first class for your students. The
class length will depend on your class size and how many activities you choose.)CLB Skills and CompetenciesSpeaking: Interacting with othersSharing informationListening:Interacting with othersComprehending informationReading:Comprehending informationLanguage focusLearn the vocabulary needed to understand this topic.Use the appropriate
grammar structures and vocabulary to respond personally to the reflection questions. (Encourage students to respond in full sentences.)Cultural focusStudents will share information about their cultures with each other.Specific task learning objectivesStudents create some classroom rules together.Students (and the teacher) learn something about
each other and our different cultures.Students understand that there are multiple ways to learn English and share their own suggestions.Students complete a needs assessment to guide lesson planning over the coming term.ESL Directions original video () and audio () activities?This lesson includes original video () and audio () activities.Resource
attributionESL Directions original resources are marked below with an asterisk (*). Feel free to use these, but please give credit to ESL Directions. Today, we're going to learn about each other and also discover what we’d like to learn in this class. Our classroom rules (Use this BookWidgets tool to create classroom rules together with your class.
Clicking on the plus sign at the top right allows you to enter text.) FEATURED CONTENT Describing your country* (Vocabulary flashcards.) Pair matching* (Match the images and descriptions.) Vocabulary review scattersheet* (Ask students to define each term. Refresh the page to see a different configuration.) Country questions and answers*
(Open-ended questions about each student’s country.) Mapchart world map (Configure the map to “Show country names.”): Ask students where they are from and highlight their country on the map. Ask students about their countries: Are there mountains? Many rivers and lakes? Forests? Deserts? What kind of animals would we see in your home
country? Many people? Few people? Anything else you want to tell us about your country? Give students a few minutes to find an item from their culture in their house. Ask them to describe the item and to tell the class what it means to them. FEATURED CONTENT How long have you been learning English? Did you learn English in your home
country? How did you learn English there (e.g., emphasis on grammar, conversation)? What are your suggested ways to learn English? What aspect of English do you need most help with? These online lesson plans and other resources will help your beginner ESL students (CLB 1-4) meet and talk with new people.... Keep reading This webpage
features online lesson plans and other resources on home, garden, neighborhood, school, and library topics for beginner ESL students... Keep reading Click the small arrow at the top right of this video to play the videos or go to the YouTube Meeting people Playlist. Wordwall is a very useful interactive lesson-creation site. If you sign up for a free
Wordwall account, you will be able to see our “First day of class” folder, which includes ESL Directions activities that you can add to your lessons. ESL teacher, movie buff, constant reader, and former editor and communications pro. Now a graduate of the Teaching English as a Second Language program at the University of Manitoba and a TESL
Canada certified ESL teacher in Edmonton, Alberta, I specialize in teaching beginner ESL students. Follow ESL Directions on YouTube X Facebook Spotify Let’s talk ESL first day activities. If you need some help figuring out what to do for the ESL first day of class, fear not! Here are some of my top recommendations for ESL activities for the first day,
along with ESL introduction activities and games. ESL first day of class If you're looking for ESL getting to know you games for the First Day of Class, you’ve come to the right place. I'll give my top first day ESL activities so you can get your semester started off on the right foot. By the right foot, I mean the awesome way-students and teachers start
getting to know each in a fun, engaging and interactive way. Set the tone for the rest of the semester during that first day and have a productive English classroom right from the start. ESL First Day of Class Without further ado, here are my favourite ESL icebreakers for the first day. Some are suitable for teenagers and adults, while others are great
for young learners. Of course, there are some first-day English class activities that work for all ages. Oh, and if you're looking for things to do in the last class, have a look here: Last day of school activities. The goal of the first day of an ESL class should be for the students to get to know each other and the teacher, as well as feel comfortable. The
teacher can also explain the classroom rules and expectations for the upcoming year as well as explain about tests and assignments. Besides that, there are plenty of things you can do, including student-centred ESL/EFL icebreakers, along with some other getting to know you activities. I have plenty of ideas for all levels and ages. First day of an ESL
class ESL Activities for First Day Check out some of these activities to break the ice in your English classes. And then get ready for a great school year ahead! I've used all of these with success over my years of teaching. Get beyond the “Jolly Jackie” and “Sleepy Steve” adjectives introduction and use these ones that are just so much better. #1 First
Day of Class Icebreaker: Ball Toss Ball toss is an extremely versatile activity that lends itself to just about any topic or context. It also happens to work particularly well as an ESL activity for the first day of class. Use get to know each other type questions, dependent on the age and level of your students. This activity is best for children or younger
teenagers though and not adults. Kids love it! For a big class, you can create two teams, with two balls, roughly divided down the center of the class. Quick tips: A beach ball is ideal for this in order to prevent injuries! And, you can also require students that have played to sit down in order to be sure that each student has had a turn. Another quick
tip: Use a permanent marker to write the word on the ball, or it’ll rub off too easily when the ball gets thrown from student to student. Do you want to find out more about one of the best first-day-of-school activities for ESL students? Check it out right here for all the details you need to know: Ball Toss ESL Activity ESL Icebreakers #2: Group Therapy-
ESL Icebreaker Activities for First Day Group Therapy for English learners is a fun way for adults to introduce themselves. It’s done in the “AA” style, where students have to say something like, “My name is ,and I .” The last part of the sentence is what students struggle with in English. I usually give students a minute or two to think of
their idea so that you don’t put anyone on the spot on the first day. It’s ideal for helping students feel like they’'re not alone in their struggles with English. Don’t forget, you can have a turn too, with whatever language you’re studying. It’s one of our top activities for the first day of English class. You can learn more about it right here: ESL Group
Therapy #3 English Introduction Games: Find Someone Who Bingo This is one of my favourite ESL introduction games. It’s a really fun way for students to learn a little bit more about their classmates, and you as well. Find Someone Who Bingo is a classic get-to-know-each-other activity on the first day. It's a great activity for children as well as
adults. But, it’s not ideal for very low-level students because they may struggle to understand the instructions in English. It’s not so difficult to explain, but it does require some focused listening in order to understand how to play it. As far as what terms students can use for each square, the sky’s the limit. You can either allow them to choose their
own or allow them to select from a list of questions. You can find out all the details about this getting to know each other activity here: Find Someone Who Bingo #4 First Day English Class Activities: The Expert ESL Speaking Activity If you teach higher-level adult students, “The Expert” is the perfect ESOL icebreaker. It requires students that are
capable of holding 5-10 minute conversations with a partner. The best part about this activity is that students talk about things they’re an expert in, making the conversations very interesting and fun. Be sure to point out that students should try to divide their time talking evenly about each person’s interests. Another thing that I love is that
preparation for this one is non-existent. It’s always good to have a few of these in our back pockets as teachers, so keep this in mind for higher-level, advanced learners in case you get an extra class thrown at you last minute. If you have some way to contact students before your course begins, you can ask them to bring in some pictures or objects
related to these things. It makes it a bit more fun than using just words. At the end of the activity, you can have students present about 1-2 of the most interesting things they learned from their discussions. Does it sound like the right ESL icebreaker for your class? Click the link below to find out more about it, including all the steps to set it up, and
some teaching tips so you can avoid the most common mistakes: The Expert ESL Activity #5 ESL First Day Icebreaker for Beginners: Toilet Paper Icebreaker Activity I'm sure you’ve played the popular Toilet Paper Icebreaker before (perhaps with candy). It’s fun for ESL students too! Your students will have to guess why they’re being asked to choose
a number of squares of paper. It’s quite mysterious and fun, simple and easy to set up. I like to add a twist to it and get students to ask questions too. Playing games like this makes learning interesting. Find out more about one of my favourite ESL introduction activities: Toilet Paper ESL Icebreaker Activity #6 ESL Icebreakers First Day of Class: The
Name Game If you have low-level students and want to help them learn and remember each other’s names, the name game is a good choice. You have to say the sentence, “My name is ,and I .” The last part can depend on the level of students, but it can be something they like, what they did last night, etc. Then go around in the circle,
repeating the sentences and adding another one. They have to use the correct names, as well as words/verbs so it can be challenging. This is also a nice ESL vocabulary or English grammar game. Just adjust it so that it suits whatever you're teaching. #7 First Day of School Activities: Just a Minute ESL Speaking Activity This speaking activity that
focuses on fluency lends itself to just about any topic under the sun. However, for the first day. you can ask that students introduce themselves. Then, require the rest of the students in their group to ask at least 1-2 follow-up questions for the person for some fun interaction and to make it a bit more than just a speaking activity (also requires close
listening). Then, at the end of the activity, you can have each person introduce someone in their group to the class (works best for smaller classes). You can find out more about Just a Minute, suitable for a variety of topics in this short video: #8 ESL First Day of Class Activity: Introduction Survey I love to use ESL surveys in my classes and this
introduction is one of the best ESL games for a first day icebreaker. Students have to stand up and get out of their seats to talk to all their classmates. They have to find someone who answers “yes” to each question. Once they get that answer, they have to ask a follow-up question or two and just down a few words about it. You can use surveys for
various things—jobs, home life, hobbies, travel (More ESL Travel Ideas here) etc. but this one should have questions related to introducing yourself and your personality. My favorite thing about ESL surveys is that they hit all four skills (reading, writing, listening, and speaking) as well as grammar. It’'s also a good way to reinforce new vocabulary. We
love that here at ESL Activities! Language teaching made fun. However, it’s not for total beginners and is best suited to intermediate to advanced-level students. Check out the link below for an example survey and more details about how I use them. It’s one of the best activities for a first English class with adults. Find out more here: ESL Introduction
Survey #9 First Day Activities for English Class: Puzzle Finder Puzzle Finder is a fun ESL activity that gets students up and out of their seats, mingling with their classmates. The best part about it is that it gives students a reason to talk to each other. It's challenging too! Students have to describe the piece of the puzzle that they have in order to
match with someone else in the class. I prefer this style of activity, as opposed to a race or board game of some kind. The goal of the first day is for people to get to know each other and create an atmosphere of cooperation. You can find out more about it this warm-up for English class right here: Puzzle Finder ESL Activity #10: More ESL Introduction
Activities There are even more ideas for ESL intro activities here: #11: Me Too! Another activity to consider for the first day of English class is this simple one that requires absolutely nothing in the way of preparation or materials. If that’s not some ESL teaching gold, then I'm not sure what is. The way it works is that students have to say a fact about
themselves that they think some, but not all students will have in common with them. Want to know more about it? Find out all the details here: Me Too! ESL Speaking/Listening Activity. #12: Small Talk Activities Small talk is how people get to know each other at work or other social events. So, why not do some small talk activities on the first day of
English class, too? It’s also an important skill for our students to master. Here are some recommendations that you’ll want to take a look at: ESL Small Talk Activities. #13: Opinion ESL Games and Activities What better way to get to know someone than to share some opinions about things, right? If you agree, then you’ll certainly want to check out
some of our best ideas: ESL Opinion Activities. #14: Introducing Yourself Activities: Show and Tell, With Pictures Show and Tell is one of my favourite ESL getting to know you activities. This is often a good ESL activity to do in the second class after you have a chance to tell students to bring some pictures from home. I usually tell them to bring 3
pictures that show things that are important to them. I give some examples of family, a pet, their house, a hobby, etc. Then, if you have a very small class, each student can show their pictures and share a couple of sentences about each one. Or, put students into groups of 4-5 if you have a bigger class. Alternatively, if you want to do this on the first
day of class, you can have students draw by hand a few small pictures. Of course, this one is very easy to adapt to various levels by changing the length of time that students are required to speak for (2-3 sentences or 1-2 minutes). #15: Find Something in Common ESL Icebreaker Try out this quick activity for the first day of class. Students have to
find something that they have in common with each of their classmates. The best part is that it’s super simple and requires absolutely nothing in the way of preparation and no materials except for a pen and paper. Find out all the details about one of my favourite ESL getting to know you activities: Find Something in Common ESL. #16: Classroom
Scavenger Hunt Create a list of items or locations within the classroom. Divide students into pairs or small groups and give them the list. They must work together to find and check off the items or locations within a specified time limit. This activity helps familiarize students with the classroom and promotes communication. #17: Cultural Exchange
Ask students to bring an item or picture that represents their culture or country. Each student takes turns presenting their item to the class and explaining its significance. This activity promotes cultural awareness, understanding, and appreciation. #18: Classroom Rules Discussion Engage students in a discussion about classroom rules and
expectations. Create a list of rules together as a class, emphasizing respect, participation, and a positive learning environment. Discuss the importance of these rules and the consequences of not following them. #19: Vocabulary Speed Dating Divide the class into pairs and assign them a specific topic (e.g., food, hobbies, travel). Give each student a
set amount of time to ask questions and gather information from their partner. Afterward, rotate partners and repeat the activity with a new topic. It’s ESL beginnings, made easy. #20: Classroom Tour Take students on a guided tour of the classroom, pointing out important areas such as the bookshelves, resource materials, computer stations, or the
language learning center. Explain how these resources can be used throughout the course. More First Day of Class Ideas on the Let’s Talk TEFL Podcast Have a listen as Jackie and Jennifer talk all things first day of a TEFL class: Student Introduction Activities If you want to do some introduction activities for students, here are a few of the top ideas:
Name Tag and Introduction Have students create name tags with their names and a drawing or symbol representing something they like or enjoy. Then, they can introduce themselves, explaining their name tag symbol and a little bit about themselves. Two Truths and a Lie Each student shares two true statements and one false statement about
themselves. The rest of the class guesses which statement is the lie. This is a great icebreaker that encourages interaction. Interview Partners Pair up students and have them interview each other. They can ask questions like “What’s your favorite food?” or “Do you enjoy playing sports?” Then, they introduce their partner to the class. Timeline of Life
Have students draw a timeline of their life with key events or milestones. Then, they present their timelines to the class, sharing important moments, such as when they started school or their first memorable trip. Hometown Presentation Ask each student to create a brief presentation about their hometown, including information about its location,
culture, and attractions. This helps them practice describing places. More ESL Icebreakers Are you looking for some fun warm-ups or icebreakers for your English classes to start them off in style? Then you’'re most certainly in the right place. Keep on reading to find out all the details you need to know. Maybe you’re kind of like me and always dread
the beginning of the new semester. Sure, it’s fun getting to know your students, but it’s often just so awkward when the students don’t know each other, or you. This is especially true in a place like Korea where students are often naturally shy and reluctant to speak to people that they don’t know. Help out your students (as well as yourself!) by using
some ESL icebreakers that will help everyone get to know each other on a more personal level. They’re fun, engaging and your students will love them. You’ll love how much less stressful the first class or two is if you use these games and activities. Designed to Get Students Talking Some of the games and activities are designed to get the students
talking to each other, and making some personal connections. If you use these kinds of things in the first few classes, you’ll find that the rest of your semester goes much more smoothly as students will feel like your class is a community of sorts. Some of the activities are cooperative, team-based ones where the students have to work together to
complete a task. This will help them feel like they’re part of the group and that they have something to contribute to your class. Plus, they’'re just really fun! Either way, I know you want to start your semester off on the right foot and now it’s easier than ever to do that with these ESL icebreakers for Teenagers and Adults. Get 39 ESL Icebreakers: For
Teenagers and Adults Today I know you’re tired of wasting time. That’s why I wrote a book that will save you a ton of time when you’re planning your lessons. There are more than three dozen interesting, engaging, and awesome ESL icebreaker activities and games. It’s lesson planning made easy. This is because you can actually use all of them in
your classes. You can buy this book on Amazon. Click the link below to get either the digital or print book. You don’t need a Kindle reader to get the (cheaper!) digital book. You just need to download the free Kindle app onto any device. It’s lesson planning made easy, guaranteed. Are you ready to get yourself some ESL awesome? Click the link below
to learn more about the book on Amazon: ESL First Day of Class FAQs There are a number of important questions that people have about the first day of an ESL class. Here are the answers to the most common ones. What Can I Expect on the First Day of an ESL Class? On the first day of an ESL class, you can expect plenty of nervous students who
are uncertain about what the course will be like and if it will meet their needs. As a teacher, the most important thing is to make a good first impression, set the tone, as well as establish a good rapport and connect with the students. How do you Introduce Yourself on the First Day of Class? If you're required to introduce yourself on the first day of
class, you can do the following. Stand up, smile, speak with confidence, share your name and why you’re taking the class as well as a hobby that you have. First day English class activities What are the Qualities of a Good ESL Get to Know You Game or Activity? There are some excellent ESL ice-breakers and also some terrible ones. Hopefully the ones
on this list are some of your favourites. Here are some things to look for when choosing what to do on the first day of class with your students: Choose activities that require low risk. For example, have students talk 1-1 with each other instead of in front of the entire class of students they may not know that well. They require students to mingle and
get to know at least a few of their classmates. They don’t require students to divulge very personal information. Things like hometown, hobbies, favourite foods are ideal. Things like religion and political opinions or family situation are not. They’re fun! Nobody likes doing cheesy, lame ESL ice breaker activities so make sure they’re fun, and also that
they give students a reason to talk to each other. What are the Goals of the First Day of Class for ESL? There are a number of things you’ll want to accomplish on your first day. It’s important because this class can kind of make or break the rest of the semester. During that first class, you’ll want to: Make sure that students know your name, and at
least some of their classmates. Ensure that you're on your way to memorizing students’ names. Assess the level of the class so that you can gear your lesson planning towards that. Build rapport and trust, as well as make a good impression. Hopefully the students will have confidence in your abilities as a teacher. Wear professional clothes! If it’s a for
credit class at a university for example, you’ll want to make sure that students know your policies, as well as how information about assignments, attendance, tests, etc. Quick note: if you're never been in that specific classroom before, arrive early so that you can get familiar with the technology and other equipment like lights and air conditioning. Or,
check it out the day before. What to Do on the First Day of Class? There are a few key things to do on the first day of any class. They include the following: Arrive early and welcome the students Get to know each other with some ice breaking activities Establish key routines and rules so that the rest of the semester runs smoothly Reinforce positive
behaviour Deal swiftly with negative behaviour ESL first day of class icebreakers Have your say about these ESL First Day Activities What are your thoughts about these ESL introduction games that go way beyond hangman? Leave a comment below and let us know. Or, do you have any ideas that you’d like to share with us? We’d love to hear from
you. Also be sure to give this article a share on Facebook, Twitter, or Pinterest. This will help other teachers like yourself find this useful resource. Last update on 2022-07-17 / Affiliate links / Images from Amazon Product Advertising API Let’s talk ESL first day activities. If you need some help figuring out what to do for the ESL first day of class, fear
not! Here are some of my top recommendations for ESL activities for the first day, along with ESL introduction activities and games. ESL first day of class If you’'re looking for ESL getting to know you games for the First Day of Class, you've come to the right place. I'll give my top first day ESL activities so you can get your semester started off on the
right foot. By the right foot, I mean the awesome way-students and teachers start getting to know each in a fun, engaging and interactive way. Set the tone for the rest of the semester during that first day and have a productive English classroom right from the start. ESL First Day of Class Without further ado, here are my favourite ESL icebreakers
for the first day. Some are suitable for teenagers and adults, while others are great for young learners. Of course, there are some first-day English class activities that work for all ages. Oh, and if you’re looking for things to do in the last class, have a look here: Last day of school activities. The goal of the first day of an ESL class should be for the
students to get to know each other and the teacher, as well as feel comfortable. The teacher can also explain the classroom rules and expectations for the upcoming year as well as explain about tests and assignments. Besides that, there are plenty of things you can do, including student-centred ESL/EFL icebreakers, along with some other getting to
know you activities. I have plenty of ideas for all levels and ages. First day of an ESL class ESL Activities for First Day Check out some of these activities to break the ice in your English classes. And then get ready for a great school year ahead! I've used all of these with success over my years of teaching. Get beyond the “Jolly Jackie” and “Sleepy
Steve” adjectives introduction and use these ones that are just so much better. #1 First Day of Class Icebreaker: Ball Toss Ball toss is an extremely versatile activity that lends itself to just about any topic or context. It also happens to work particularly well as an ESL activity for the first day of class. Use get to know each other type questions,
dependent on the age and level of your students. This activity is best for children or younger teenagers though and not adults. Kids love it! For a big class, you can create two teams, with two balls, roughly divided down the center of the class. Quick tips: A beach ball is ideal for this in order to prevent injuries! And, you can also require students that
have played to sit down in order to be sure that each student has had a turn. Another quick tip: Use a permanent marker to write the word on the ball, or it’ll rub off too easily when the ball gets thrown from student to student. Do you want to find out more about one of the best first-day-of-school activities for ESL students? Check it out right here for
all the details you need to know: Ball Toss ESL Activity ESL Icebreakers #2: Group Therapy-ESL Icebreaker Activities for First Day Group Therapy for English learners is a fun way for adults to introduce themselves. It’s done in the “AA” style, where students have to say something like, “My name is ,and I .” The last part of the sentence
is what students struggle with in English. I usually give students a minute or two to think of their idea so that you don’t put anyone on the spot on the first day. It’s ideal for helping students feel like they’re not alone in their struggles with English. Don’t forget, you can have a turn too, with whatever language you’'re studying. It’s one of our top
activities for the first day of English class. You can learn more about it right here: ESL Group Therapy #3 English Introduction Games: Find Someone Who Bingo This is one of my favourite ESL introduction games. It’s a really fun way for students to learn a little bit more about their classmates, and you as well. Find Someone Who Bingo is a classic
get-to-know-each-other activity on the first day. It’s a great activity for children as well as adults. But, it’s not ideal for very low-level students because they may struggle to understand the instructions in English. It’s not so difficult to explain, but it does require some focused listening in order to understand how to play it. As far as what terms students
can use for each square, the sky’s the limit. You can either allow them to choose their own or allow them to select from a list of questions. You can find out all the details about this getting to know each other activity here: Find Someone Who Bingo #4 First Day English Class Activities: The Expert ESL Speaking Activity If you teach higher-level adult
students, “The Expert” is the perfect ESOL icebreaker. It requires students that are capable of holding 5-10 minute conversations with a partner. The best part about this activity is that students talk about things they’re an expert in, making the conversations very interesting and fun. Be sure to point out that students should try to divide their time
talking evenly about each person’s interests. Another thing that I love is that preparation for this one is non-existent. It’s always good to have a few of these in our back pockets as teachers, so keep this in mind for higher-level, advanced learners in case you get an extra class thrown at you last minute. If you have some way to contact students before
your course begins, you can ask them to bring in some pictures or objects related to these things. It makes it a bit more fun than using just words. At the end of the activity, you can have students present about 1-2 of the most interesting things they learned from their discussions. Does it sound like the right ESL icebreaker for your class? Click the
link below to find out more about it, including all the steps to set it up, and some teaching tips so you can avoid the most common mistakes: The Expert ESL Activity #5 ESL First Day Icebreaker for Beginners: Toilet Paper Icebreaker Activity I'm sure you’ve played the popular Toilet Paper Icebreaker before (perhaps with candy). It’s fun for ESL
students too! Your students will have to guess why they’re being asked to choose a number of squares of paper. It’s quite mysterious and fun, simple and easy to set up. I like to add a twist to it and get students to ask questions too. Playing games like this makes learning interesting. Find out more about one of my favourite ESL introduction activities:
Toilet Paper ESL Icebreaker Activity #6 ESL Icebreakers First Day of Class: The Name Game If you have low-level students and want to help them learn and remember each other’s names, the name game is a good choice. You have to say the sentence, “My name is _ , and I .” The last part can depend on the level of students, but it can be
something they like, what they did last night, etc. Then go around in the circle, repeating the sentences and adding another one. They have to use the correct names, as well as words/verbs so it can be challenging. This is also a nice ESL vocabulary or English grammar game. Just adjust it so that it suits whatever you’re teaching. #7 First Day of
School Activities: Just a Minute ESL Speaking Activity This speaking activity that focuses on fluency lends itself to just about any topic under the sun. However, for the first day. you can ask that students introduce themselves. Then, require the rest of the students in their group to ask at least 1-2 follow-up questions for the person for some fun
interaction and to make it a bit more than just a speaking activity (also requires close listening). Then, at the end of the activity, you can have each person introduce someone in their group to the class (works best for smaller classes). You can find out more about Just a Minute, suitable for a variety of topics in this short video: #8 ESL First Day of
Class Activity: Introduction Survey I love to use ESL surveys in my classes and this introduction is one of the best ESL games for a first day icebreaker. Students have to stand up and get out of their seats to talk to all their classmates. They have to find someone who answers “yes” to each question. Once they get that answer, they have to ask a follow-
up question or two and just down a few words about it. You can use surveys for various things—jobs, home life, hobbies, travel (More ESL Travel Ideas here) etc. but this one should have questions related to introducing yourself and your personality. My favorite thing about ESL surveys is that they hit all four skills (reading, writing, listening, and
speaking) as well as grammar. It’s also a good way to reinforce new vocabulary. We love that here at ESL Activities! Language teaching made fun. However, it’s not for total beginners and is best suited to intermediate to advanced-level students. Check out the link below for an example survey and more details about how I use them. It’s one of the
best activities for a first English class with adults. Find out more here: ESL Introduction Survey #9 First Day Activities for English Class: Puzzle Finder Puzzle Finder is a fun ESL activity that gets students up and out of their seats, mingling with their classmates. The best part about it is that it gives students a reason to talk to each other. It’s
challenging too! Students have to describe the piece of the puzzle that they have in order to match with someone else in the class. I prefer this style of activity, as opposed to a race or board game of some kind. The goal of the first day is for people to get to know each other and create an atmosphere of cooperation. You can find out more about it this
warm-up for English class right here: Puzzle Finder ESL Activity #10: More ESL Introduction Activities There are even more ideas for ESL intro activities here: #11: Me Too! Another activity to consider for the first day of English class is this simple one that requires absolutely nothing in the way of preparation or materials. If that’s not some ESL
teaching gold, then I'm not sure what is. The way it works is that students have to say a fact about themselves that they think some, but not all students will have in common with them. Want to know more about it? Find out all the details here: Me Too! ESL Speaking/Listening Activity. #12: Small Talk Activities Small talk is how people get to know
each other at work or other social events. So, why not do some small talk activities on the first day of English class, too? It’s also an important skill for our students to master. Here are some recommendations that you’ll want to take a look at: ESL Small Talk Activities. #13: Opinion ESL Games and Activities What better way to get to know someone
than to share some opinions about things, right? If you agree, then you’ll certainly want to check out some of our best ideas: ESL Opinion Activities. #14: Introducing Yourself Activities: Show and Tell, With Pictures Show and Tell is one of my favourite ESL getting to know you activities. This is often a good ESL activity to do in the second class after
you have a chance to tell students to bring some pictures from home. I usually tell them to bring 3 pictures that show things that are important to them. I give some examples of family, a pet, their house, a hobby, etc. Then, if you have a very small class, each student can show their pictures and share a couple of sentences about each one. Or, put
students into groups of 4-5 if you have a bigger class. Alternatively, if you want to do this on the first day of class, you can have students draw by hand a few small pictures. Of course, this one is very easy to adapt to various levels by changing the length of time that students are required to speak for (2-3 sentences or 1-2 minutes). #15: Find
Something in Common ESL Icebreaker Try out this quick activity for the first day of class. Students have to find something that they have in common with each of their classmates. The best part is that it’s super simple and requires absolutely nothing in the way of preparation and no materials except for a pen and paper. Find out all the details about
one of my favourite ESL getting to know you activities: Find Something in Common ESL. #16: Classroom Scavenger Hunt Create a list of items or locations within the classroom. Divide students into pairs or small groups and give them the list. They must work together to find and check off the items or locations within a specified time limit. This
activity helps familiarize students with the classroom and promotes communication. #17: Cultural Exchange Ask students to bring an item or picture that represents their culture or country. Each student takes turns presenting their item to the class and explaining its significance. This activity promotes cultural awareness, understanding, and
appreciation. #18: Classroom Rules Discussion Engage students in a discussion about classroom rules and expectations. Create a list of rules together as a class, emphasizing respect, participation, and a positive learning environment. Discuss the importance of these rules and the consequences of not following them. #19: Vocabulary Speed Dating
Divide the class into pairs and assign them a specific topic (e.g., food, hobbies, travel). Give each student a set amount of time to ask questions and gather information from their partner. Afterward, rotate partners and repeat the activity with a new topic. It’s ESL beginnings, made easy. #20: Classroom Tour Take students on a guided tour of the
classroom, pointing out important areas such as the bookshelves, resource materials, computer stations, or the language learning center. Explain how these resources can be used throughout the course. More First Day of Class Ideas on the Let’s Talk TEFL Podcast Have a listen as Jackie and Jennifer talk all things first day of a TEFL class: Student
Introduction Activities If you want to do some introduction activities for students, here are a few of the top ideas: Name Tag and Introduction Have students create name tags with their names and a drawing or symbol representing something they like or enjoy. Then, they can introduce themselves, explaining their name tag symbol and a little bit
about themselves. Two Truths and a Lie Each student shares two true statements and one false statement about themselves. The rest of the class guesses which statement is the lie. This is a great icebreaker that encourages interaction. Interview Partners Pair up students and have them interview each other. They can ask questions like “What’s your
favorite food?” or “Do you enjoy playing sports?” Then, they introduce their partner to the class. Timeline of Life Have students draw a timeline of their life with key events or milestones. Then, they present their timelines to the class, sharing important moments, such as when they started school or their first memorable trip. Hometown Presentation
Ask each student to create a brief presentation about their hometown, including information about its location, culture, and attractions. This helps them practice describing places. More ESL Icebreakers Are you looking for some fun warm-ups or icebreakers for your English classes to start them off in style? Then you’'re most certainly in the right
place. Keep on reading to find out all the details you need to know. Maybe you’re kind of like me and always dread the beginning of the new semester. Sure, it’s fun getting to know your students, but it’s often just so awkward when the students don’t know each other, or you. This is especially true in a place like Korea where students are often
naturally shy and reluctant to speak to people that they don’t know. Help out your students (as well as yourself!) by using some ESL icebreakers that will help everyone get to know each other on a more personal level. They’re fun, engaging and your students will love them. You'll love how much less stressful the first class or two is if you use these
games and activities. Designed to Get Students Talking Some of the games and activities are designed to get the students talking to each other, and making some personal connections. If you use these kinds of things in the first few classes, you'll find that the rest of your semester goes much more smoothly as students will feel like your class is a
community of sorts. Some of the activities are cooperative, team-based ones where the students have to work together to complete a task. This will help them feel like they’re part of the group and that they have something to contribute to your class. Plus, they’re just really fun! Either way, I know you want to start your semester off on the right foot
and now it’s easier than ever to do that with these ESL icebreakers for Teenagers and Adults. Get 39 ESL Icebreakers: For Teenagers and Adults Today I know you’re tired of wasting time. That’s why I wrote a book that will save you a ton of time when you’re planning your lessons. There are more than three dozen interesting, engaging, and awesome
ESL icebreaker activities and games. It’s lesson planning made easy. This is because you can actually use all of them in your classes. You can buy this book on Amazon. Click the link below to get either the digital or print book. You don’t need a Kindle reader to get the (cheaper!) digital book. You just need to download the free Kindle app onto any
device. It’s lesson planning made easy, guaranteed. Are you ready to get yourself some ESL awesome? Click the link below to learn more about the book on Amazon: ESL First Day of Class FAQs There are a number of important questions that people have about the first day of an ESL class. Here are the answers to the most common ones. What Can I
Expect on the First Day of an ESL Class? On the first day of an ESL class, you can expect plenty of nervous students who are uncertain about what the course will be like and if it will meet their needs. As a teacher, the most important thing is to make a good first impression, set the tone, as well as establish a good rapport and connect with the
students. How do you Introduce Yourself on the First Day of Class? If you're required to introduce yourself on the first day of class, you can do the following. Stand up, smile, speak with confidence, share your name and why you’re taking the class as well as a hobby that you have. First day English class activities What are the Qualities of a Good ESL
Get to Know You Game or Activity? There are some excellent ESL ice-breakers and also some terrible ones. Hopefully the ones on this list are some of your favourites. Here are some things to look for when choosing what to do on the first day of class with your students: Choose activities that require low risk. For example, have students talk 1-1 with
each other instead of in front of the entire class of students they may not know that well. They require students to mingle and get to know at least a few of their classmates. They don’t require students to divulge very personal information. Things like hometown, hobbies, favourite foods are ideal. Things like religion and political opinions or family
situation are not. They’'re fun! Nobody likes doing cheesy, lame ESL ice breaker activities so make sure they’re fun, and also that they give students a reason to talk to each other. What are the Goals of the First Day of Class for ESL? There are a number of things you’ll want to accomplish on your first day. It’s important because this class can kind of
make or break the rest of the semester. During that first class, you’ll want to: Make sure that students know your name, and at least some of their classmates. Ensure that you’'re on your way to memorizing students’ names. Assess the level of the class so that you can gear your lesson planning towards that. Build rapport and trust, as well as make a
good impression. Hopefully the students will have confidence in your abilities as a teacher. Wear professional clothes! If it’s a for credit class at a university for example, you’ll want to make sure that students know your policies, as well as how information about assignments, attendance, tests, etc. Quick note: if you’re never been in that specific
classroom before, arrive early so that you can get familiar with the technology and other equipment like lights and air conditioning. Or, check it out the day before. What to Do on the First Day of Class? There are a few key things to do on the first day of any class. They include the following: Arrive early and welcome the students Get to know each
other with some ice breaking activities Establish key routines and rules so that the rest of the semester runs smoothly Reinforce positive behaviour Deal swiftly with negative behaviour ESL first day of class icebreakers Have your say about these ESL First Day Activities What are your thoughts about these ESL introduction games that go way beyond
hangman? Leave a comment below and let us know. Or, do you have any ideas that you’d like to share with us? We’d love to hear from you. Also be sure to give this article a share on Facebook, Twitter, or Pinterest. This will help other teachers like yourself find this useful resource. Last update on 2022-07-17 / Affiliate links / Images from Amazon
Product Advertising API A selection of games and activities to use in your first lesson with your young learners. These activities are intended to help students familiarise themselves with you, the classroom and each other.Throw and Ask Description: This is a fun whole-class game that is good for introducing new question language. As it involves little
organisation or explanation, it is also suitable for starting new classes. Aim: Speaking - the practice of questions and answers. Possible language points: Name, age, colours, numbers, What’s this?, How many?, etc. Energy level: 4/5 Noise level: 3/5 Ages: 3 to 12 Organisation: Standing up or sitting down, whole-class game Time: 5 to 10 minutes
Functional incidental language: ‘Throw the ball’, ‘Catch’, ‘Nice throw/catch’, ‘Ask the question’, “‘Who hasn’t been yet?’, ‘(Throw) to me please’, ‘Kneel (down)’/'On your knees’, ‘One hand (behind your back)’, ‘Both hands’, “You are out.” Materials and preparation: You will need something for the students to throw and catch. A beach ball is usually big
and soft enough for most classes. If this is not available (or bursts), screw up some paper into a ball and maybe wrap it with sellotape. Procedure: At the start of the class, throw the ball to one of the students and ask them a simple question, e.g. “‘What’s your name?’ After they answer, get them to ask the same question and throw the ball back. Drill
the question and answer as a whole class. Throw the ball and ask the question a few more times until all the class know what they are doing. If you want to do this activity in another part of the classroom or with the class in a different shape (e.g., a circle), move the students now. Continue with the same game, but with the students throwing and
asking the questions to each other. Change the questions as they become too easy. Make sure all the students get to catch the ball, that the students always speak when they catch and throw, and that they don’t take too long deciding who to throw to. If you like, you can move on to a competitive version. If anyone makes a bad throw or catch or makes
a mistake with the language, they have to pay a penalty. For example, the first time they make a mistake, they have to kneel; the second time put one hand behind their back; and the third time put the other hand behind their back and only use their heads. The fourth time a student makes a mistake, that person is ‘out’, and the game restarts with
everyone standing up and using both hands again. If you want to move onto the chain questions drills game below, move students on to passing the ball rather than throwing, and then put them into teams. Variation: In a large class or where you want to add more excitement, have several balls being thrown and caught around the classroom at the
same time. Chain question drills Description: This fun team game allows every class member to speak. It also tends to prompt peer correction. Aim: Speaking - the practice of questions and answers. Possible language points: name, age, colours, numbers, What's this?, How many?, etc Energy level: 4/5 Noise level: 4/5 Ages: 5 to 12 Organisation:
Standing up and sitting down team game, with optional running around Time: 5 to 15 minutes Functional incidental language: ‘Make a line’, ‘Ask me’, ‘Sit down (at the front)’, ‘Stand up (everyone)’, ‘(This is the) first/second place (team).” Materials and preparation: None necessary. If possible, find or make a clear space for the game, but it can also be
played with students at their desks. Procedure: Divide the class into teams of between four and eight people, making each team as similar in number as possible. Arrange the teams standing up in parallel lines from the front of the classroom to the back. With one team, demonstrate a question going from the front of the line to the back, e.g. you ask
the first student, “‘What’s your name?’ They answer, turn around, and ask the next student the same question, and so on. When each student has finished speaking, they should pass on the object (if you have given them one) and sit down. The last person in the line should run to the front of the class and ask the teacher the same question. If possible in
your classroom, that final student should sit at the front of the line, and everyone else should shift back. Otherwise, the student runs back to their original seat. When the whole team has finished speaking and sits down, congratulate them. Demonstrate with more teams until the class knows what they have to do. Drill the questions you are going to
use with the whole class. Almost any question is possible. Good ones for a first class are names, ages, how are you, likes and dislikes, and possibly birthdays, favourites, abilities, pets, etc. Tell all the teams to stand up. Ask all the students at the front of the lines the question at (more or less) the same time, and have them race to be the first team to
ask and answer the questions and sit down. Monitor for students who are not speaking correctly. Congratulate the teams that finish first. If one team always loses, e.g., one with one more member, ask them the questions before the other groups to give them a head start. Repeat with all the language you want to cover. If you move on to introducing
new vocabulary, make sure the last question is one you will use at the next stage, e.g. “‘What’s this?’ Variations If you want to make the task a bit more mentally challenging, add one extra question each time the students play rather than changing the questions and answers. For example, the students ask ‘How old are you?’ and sit down the first time,
then the second time they ask ‘How old are you?’ and then ‘How are you?’, and the third time you play the game each student asks ‘How old are you?’, ‘How are you?’ and ‘What’s this?’ before play passes to the next player. Alternatively, you can make the game more physically challenging. As the students pass the objects, make them do so in tricky
ways, e.g. under their legs, with only their little fingers, with balls under their chins, etc. Touch the class Description: This fun, physical whole class or team game introduces classroom vocabulary and is perfect for beginners. Aim: Listening and vocabulary. Possible language points: Imperatives, adjectives, classroom vocabulary, colours, shapes,
phonics, spelling. Energy level: 5/5 Noise level: 4/5 Ages: 3 to 12 Organisation: Standing up whole class or team game (sitting down is also possible) Time: 5 to 10 minutes Functional incidental language: ‘Touch a/the (table)’, “Touch something (blue/square/big)’, ‘You are out, ‘Sit down, please.” Materials and preparation: None necessary, but you
might want to make sure there are no objects in the way that could hurt the students as they are running about if they are doing the running version. You could also make sure all the classroom objects are in clear view. Procedure: This is the most straightforward game in the world - you shout out the names of classroom objects, and the students run
around and touch them. If you want to turn this into a competitive game, you can eliminate the last person to touch each object until only one person is left and becomes the winner. Alternatively, if you don’t want everyone running around at once, you can divide your class into teams and have one person from each team trying to touch the objects for
points. When the students can do the game easily with the names of the objects, you can make it more difficult by only giving them the first letter or sound of the thing or describing it slowly, e.g., ‘It's brown. It’s square. It’s made of wood. It has four legs. There are 25 in the classroom.’ You can also play the same game with flashcards spread around
the classroom. If you want to move on to bookwork after this activity, ensure that the last object you mention is in their textbooks but not in the classroom (e.g., ‘touch a UFQ’). When they look confused, show them it’s in the textbook and tell them they should rush to get out their books and touch that page. You can then easily move onto a game like a
book search (see below) or straight to bookwork. Book search Description: This is a quick, fun, competitive way of using textbooks in the class, which is very useful for introducing the layout, characters, etc, in the books, for example, the first time students use them. Aim: Familiarisation with textbooks. Listening and vocab. Possible language points:
Any language that is in the books. Energy level: 3/5 Noise level: 2/5 Ages: 5 to 12 Organisation: Sitting down whole-class game Time: 5 to 10 minutes Functional incidental language: ‘Open your books’, ‘Close your books’, ‘Look for/find/touch/point at a (picture of a monster)’, ‘Look at the front/back (of the book)’, ‘Put up/raise your hands (when you’'ve
finished)’, ‘I've found it’, “Time’s up!” Materials and preparation: The students will need one textbook per one or two people. If you are not using textbooks, the game can also be played with any book or magazine that has pictures. Procedure: In this game, you name or describe something in their textbooks, and they search for it as quickly as possible
and put up their hands as they find it. See the ‘Touch the class’ instructions above to warm students up with a more physical, running-around game. Start by naming things that are in pictures in the book. When students have the hang of this, you can move on to describing people and things (‘He’s a boy. He’s got orange hair. His name is Jonathan.’),
reading out words and sentences, and naming sections of the book (audio scripts, contents, crossword, revision, test, etc.). Especially if one student keeps on winning, students can take the teacher's role and say what they want the class to look for. Make the last thing you name the item you want to cover in the book in class or for homework and
move on to bookwork. Active thumbs Description: This is an example of a simple game that can be played with the textbooks open so that students don’t get the idea that getting books out means the end of the fun. It is also a simple way to introduce pairwork. Aim: Pairwork practice after bookwork. Possible language points: Any language in the book




dialogues and pictures. Prepositions, colours, how many, what’s this?, etc. Energy level: 2/5 Noise level: 2/5 Ages: 5 to 12 Organisation: Sitting down pairwork or small group game Time: 5 to 10 minutes Functional incidental language: ‘Close your books’, ‘It’s your turn’, ‘Hold up your thumbs’ / “Thumbs up’, ‘Ask the question’, ‘Continue in pairs’,
‘Switch’, “Take turns’ / ‘One turn per person, ‘That’s right’, ‘“Try again.” Materials and preparation: The students will need one textbook per one or two people. If you are not using textbooks, the game can also be played with any book or magazine that has pictures. In a large class, you might want to do a larger photocopy of the book page for the
demonstration stage. Procedure: After bookwork, ask students to close their books but keep them on the tables. Hold up a copy of the book opened to the page you have been using so that everyone can see it, swirl your hands in front of the page and slam a thumb down on a picture. Ask the students a question that you have been practising recently
that you are hiding the information for, e.g. “‘What colour eyes does he have?’, ‘Is he happy?’, ‘How many apples are there?’, ‘What is the elephant holding?’ Take answers from the class, then let them open their books to check. Continue with students coming up to the front of the class, slamming their own thumb(s) on the pictures, and asking the
class questions. Drill the questions and answers as a class. Arrange the class into pairs or small groups and let them continue the game with one book open per group. Variations: Instead of covering pictures in the book, students can cover letters or words, for example, to help memorise a dialogue or test spelling. Exit drill/entrance drill Description:
This is a fun way of ending or starting the class that gives you individual time with the students and also means the students won’t be wildly running in and out of class. Aim: Revision of the language of the class. Giving personal attention to the students. Possible language points: Anything you have covered in this or the previous class(es), e.g. What'’s
your favourite? How old are you? Energy level: 2/5 Noise level: 2/5 Ages: 4 to 12 Organisation: Standing up whole-class game Time: 5 to 10 minutes Useful incidental language: ‘Paper, scissors, stone, go!’, ‘Paper wraps stone’, ‘Scissors cut paper’, ‘Stone crushes scissors’, ‘Go to the back of the row’, ‘Come in please’, ‘Goodbye. See you next week.’
Materials and preparation: None Procedure: Line the students up near the door. Ask the student at the front of the row a question. After they answer correctly, play Paper Scissors Stone with them. This simple game has many slight variations (it is also known as Janken and Rock, Paper, Scissors). Still, I find this works best for adding language: the
people playing say ‘paper’ as they hold out their hand with their flat palm down, ‘scissors’ as they hold out two fingers, ‘stone’ as they hold out their fists, and then shout ‘Go!” as they choose any of those three. Scissors beat paper, paper beats stone, and stone beats scissors. If the student loses Paper Scissors Stone against you, they go to the back of
the row and wait to try again. (If you want to be strict, you can also make them go to the back of the row if they answer the question you asked them wrongly.) If they win, they can leave after they have said goodbye. In a large class, to save time, you can let several people or even the whole class leave every time someone wins against you, but make
sure each person says goodbye to you individually. This could be people near the front of the line or who would answer the question the same as the student at the front (e.g., other people with blonde hair, birthdays in May, who have a cat, etc.).



